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CHAFTEB L 



Hfdif aXf the metropolis of Nova Scotia, and the ehief City <rf the 
Acadian or Lower J^vinces, was fonnded in the year 1749, at the 
expense of Government, under the direction of the Lords of Trade 
and Plantations, and was named in compliment to George Montague, 
Earl of Halifax, then at the head of the Board, under whose im- 
mediate auspices the settlement was nndertaken. 

From the Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, when Acadia was ceded to 
the Ci-own of Great Britain, to the year 1749, no progress had been 
made by the British in oolonixing the country. The inhabitants 
consisted of a few thousand Acadian peasants, scattered* around 
the shores of tiie Basin of Minas, Chignecto and the Valley of 
Annapolis. The Governor resided at Annapolis Royal, a small for- 
tified port, with a garrison of two or three hundred regular troops, and 
was, In a great measure, dependent on New England for his neces* 
sary supplies. This was the only British port within the Fh)vince, 
with the exception of that of Canso, where, during the fishing season, 
a number of French, witli a few Indians and New England fisher- 
men, assembled, and where a captain's guard was usually stationed 
to preserve order and protect the rights of property. The French 
population, though pmfessiug to be neutral, had refused to take the 
Oath of Allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain, and were continu- 
ally in a state of hostility to the British authorities in the country. 
Their poverty and ignorance placed them completely under the 
control of a few designing emissaries of the French Governor at 
Quebec, who incited the people to resent British rule, and frequently 
put all law at defiance, by assuming to themselves the sole manage- 
ment of municipal affairs in the settlements most remote from the 
seat of Government. The Governors of Canada had undertaken to 
claim all the country from the River St. Lawrence to the Bay of 
Fundy, as comprehended within their JorisdicUon, confining the 
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territory of Acadia as ceded under tlie Treaty of Utrecht, to tlic 
Peninsula alone, and had actually coninicnced to erect forts on the 
River St. John and the Isthmus while tlie nations were at [)eace. 

The necessity of a permanent Hritish settlement and Military 
Station on the Atlantic Coast of the Peninsula, had long been con- 
sidered the only eflfectual means of preserving Hritish authority, as 
well as for tiie protection of the coast fishing, which, at this time, 
was deemed of paramount importance to lUitish interests. But 
lately the continual brcaciics of neutrality on the part of the Frcnch, 
togetiier with the loss of Louisburg, under the Treaty of Aix-la- 
Chappelle, in October, 1748, rendered such an establishment indis- 
pciisibly necessary to the support of the British Crown in Nova 
Scotia. 

The scheme for settlement at Cliebucto is said to have originated 
with the people of Massachusetts,* who, in calling the attention of 
Government to the claims and encroachments of tiie French, suggest- 
ed the necessity for, as well as the great commercial advantages to 
l>c derived from such an undertaking ; and it has also been assorted 
that a committee of iutluoutial citizens had beeii formed in Boston 
for the purpose of more ollcctually advocating the drsigu. No 
authentic information on the subject, however, has been found 
beyond the suggestions contained in Governor Shirley's letters to 
the Secretary of State, in 1717 and 8, in whieh one extensive plan 
of British colonization throughout Nova Scotia is jnoposcd and 
details suggested, nuvuy of which, however, did not receive the 
approval of Government. t 

A plan for carrying into elTect this long-cherished design was, 
however, matured by the Board of Triule and Plantations, in the 
year 1748, and submitted to Government in the autumn of that 
year, and being warmly supported by Lord Halifax, tlie President of 
the Board, advertisements soon appeared under the sanction of His 
Majesty*s authority, *' holding out proper encouragement to ofliccrs 
and private men lately discharged from the Army and Navy, to 

* One Tlionias Coram, whoso nnuio iippcnrM frctiucntly in tliu hi.sUjrj- of tho state of 
Maine, is said to Iihvc HUjfffcstcd a schciiio for bulhliiit; u town at (.'hobuclo in 1718. and 
applied to Govornmcnt for a Krantof liind, but was prevcntiNl by the aj^cnts of tbc 
Government of MaHsitcliiwetts liav, wlio supposed that Nucb project niii^lit interfere 
with their flHhin;? privilcKOS, and no WiW <'ompoUc<L to al^mdon bin enterprise. This, 
however, has not the weight of nuieh authority. 

t Copies of acveral of SldrU)y'« lotUjrH were fiirniiihed Governor CornwuHis on 
leaving England, on ptirt of hib instructions. 
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settle in Nova Scotin." Among other in<lueements was the offer to 
convey the settlei-s to their destination, maintain them for tw'clve 
months at tlie jmblic expense, and to supply them with arms and 
anununition for defence, and with niaterials and articles for clearing 
the land, erecting dwellings and prosecuting the lishcry. The en- 
couragements appeared so inviting, that in a short time 1176 settlers, 
with their families, were found to volunteer, and the sum of £40,000 
being ai>propriate<l by Parliament for the senice, the expedition 
was placc<l un<ler the connnand of Col. the Ilonble. PMward Com- 
wallis, iM. P., as Captain <leneral and (iovernor of Nova Scotia, 
an<l set sail for Chcbiicto liay, the place of destination, in May, 
1711).* 

The fleet consisted of 13 Transports and a Sloop of War. The 
foUowing is a list of the vessels, with the nnmber of settlers. t 



Sphinx Sl«K)p of War, with Gov. Comwallis and Suite, 

Tl{AN«l'OUTH. 



chaplains. 



( '!iarlton Fri^'ate.. 

Wjiu^helsea 

AViluiini^toii 

Merry JackH 

Alexander 

r>oauf«»rt 

Uoohaiii|>ti)n 

<'aiin()ii I'Viirute... 

Kverly '. 

liOndou 

Hrotherhooil 

Ualtiiuore 

Snow Fair Lady ., 



Riclianl T^dd 
Thomas ('ornish 
Thonuus Adams 

■ Granger 

Samtiel Harris 
Kli:u9 HriMinan 
Siumiel Williamson 
Andrew Dowar 
S, Dutchman 
Jolni Barker, 



I'rflward Cook 
Isaan F<wter, 




2570 



The total number of nuiles, exclusive of children, was 154G ; of 
this number above AOO were nn\n-of-war sailors. J 

The names of the principal settlers, with the rank and calling as 
they ajipear in the register, are as follows : 

CoiuwalUs u:i j^u'/tltiMl Uth Maj , 1711). 

fSinoUi'l's IlisliMy mentions J.OOi) sottlei-s willi Ihcir famUioH ; Uiis probably was 
inlrn'.U'il lo inclu to Iho tlctMnans anil olhcr soHlurs whi) arrived between 1749 and 17^3. 

IKut one dralh, a caild. iwt iirnd ihn'hii? tlio \oyiwKO. This was attributed to the 
enroof t)io Hoard of Trade and i'lanlaliunM in pruvidinK ventilatorH and air pipes for 
till* Transpoil-;, a new inveuliun tin'n lately intixxlneed. 
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Leonatd Loekmiiii and Esekicl GQinan, Majora in the Army; 
John Lemon, Foot Major and CommiMary ; Otis Little^ Edwaid 
Amhenit, Thomas Lewis, Benjamin Ives, Frederick Albert Stras- 
buif;er, and Francis Bartelo, Captains in the Army ; David Lewis, 
George Bamers, George Colly, Richard PiBurtridge, Thomas Newton, 
John OuUierj Robert Ewer^ John Crefghton^ Thomas Youghan, John 
CfaUandj Richard Reves, William Joice, Joseph Wakefield, Angustns 
Graham, Alexander CaUeHdar, David Haldame, Robert Campbell, 
William Bryan, and T. Vaughan, Lientenants in the Army ; James 
Warren, Thos. Reynolds, and Henry Wendell, Ensigns ; John Ham- 
ilton, Adam Cockbum, and Wm. Williams, Lientenants in the Navy ; 
John Steinfort, Dennis Clarke, William Nell, Gnstavus Mugden, and 
John Twinehoe, Lieutenants of PH\'ateers ; Chas. Mason, Robert 
Beatie, Charles Covy, Samuel Budd, John Ferguson, Nicholas Pux- 
ley, William Watson, Joseph Tomwell, Heury Chambers, Nicholas 
Todd, Roger Lowden, Joseph Gunn, John Thompson, Robert Young, 
Thomas Bumside, Timothy Fbarce, Richard Drake, Newbegiu 
Harris, William Vickers, Richard Cooper, Richard Manncring, 
Thomas Duroster, and Robert Cockbum, Mi<lshipmen in the Royal 
Navy; John Jenkins, Cadet; Rene Gillet, Artificer; John Grant, 
John Henderson, Edward Gibson, William Hamilton, and William 
Smith, Volunteers; Lewis Hayes, Purser; John Bruce, Engineer; 
William Grant, Robert White, Patrick Hay, Mathew Jones, Thomas 
Wilson, M. Rush, James Handeaide, H. Pitt, George Pliilip Bru- 
scowitz, Cochran Dickson, Josluia Sacheveral, Thomas Inman, John 
Wildman, David Carnegie, and John Willis, Surgeons ; John Steele, 
Lieutenant and Surgeon ; William Lascells, Augustus Carsar Harbin, 
Archibald Campbell, John Wallis, John Grant, Daniel Brown, 
Timothy Griffith, Henry Martin, Robert Grant, and Alexander Hay, 
Surgeon's Mates and Assistants ; Robert Thorckmorton, Surgeon's 
Pupil ; Mr. An well. Clergyman, John Biiptixte Moreau, Gentleman 
and Schoolmctster; William Jeffery, Cmnmissary; William Steele, 
Brewer and Merchant ; Daniel Wood, Attorney ; Thomas Cannon, 
Esquire; John Duport, and Lewis Piers, Gentlemen; Archibald 
Hinshelwood, John Kerr, William Nisbeit^ and Tliomas Gray, Gov- 
ernor's Clerks ; David Floyd, Clerk of the Stores.* 

*QoT«niQr OofnwaOto, in his latter to the hard* of Trade, dated Ctielmcto. Mth 
Jvlj. 1710^ aays: '^TIm number of Mttlon— men, women and ohUdren— In 1.100, but 1 hog 
leave to otaearvo to four JLMdnbiiii that amon^ tliem the nomborof Indmstrioas, 
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On the 2l8t June, 1740, old style, the Sloop of War, ''Sphinx/' 
arrived in the Harbor of Chebacto, having on board, the Hononrable 
Kdward Comwallis, Captain General and €rovernor4n-Chief of 
the Province of Nova Scotia, and hia snite. They had a long and 
bobteroua passage, and did not make the coast of Acadia until 14th. 
They had no one on board acquainted with the coast, and did not 
meet with a pilot until the 20th, when they fell in with a Sloop 
from Boston, bound to Louisburg, with two pilots for the Govern- 
ment of that place. Governor Cornwallis* intention was first to pro- 
cced to Annapolis, but the wind not serving for the Bay of Fundy, 
and tlie ofllcers assuring him that in case of foggy weather setting in 
tliey might be a long time in getting to Annapolis, he concluded on 
proceeding at once to Chebucto, rather than risk the possibility of 
being separated for any length of time from the fleet. Ue also felt, 
that by so doing, he would save the Governor of Louisburg the bad 
and long navigation to Annapolis, and accordingly, lie dispatdied a 
letter to Governor Hopson, by tlic Sloop, apprising him of his inten- 
tion and desiring him to trans|)ort his garrison to Chebucto as soon 
OS iK)S8ible. The '' Sphinx," before making Chebucto, first came to 
anchor in Malagash Bay, where they found several French families, 
comfortably settled, who professed themselves British subjects, and 
iiatl grants of land from Governor Mascarine ; they liad tolerably 
good wooden houses covered with bark, and many cattle, and ex- 
pressed themselves greatly pleased on hearing of the pro|>08ed new 
settlement. It happened that the same day on which Cornwallis 
arrived in tlie Ilnrlior of Chebucto, a sloop came in from Louisbui-g 
with a letter from Hopson in expectation of meeting him. Uopson 
was in great pei*plexity, tlie French having arrived to take possession 
under the terms of the treaty, and tliere were no vessels to embark 
his troops. It appeared he was fully under tlie expectation that the 
ships which were to bring out the settlers would arrive in time to be 
sent down to him for that purpose, and he had made no other 



actlTo mon luropsr to undertake and carry on a new aotUement, U ronr small. Of 
HOldion there are only 100. of tradosmeit. sailon and otbon able and wUlinir to work, 
not above 2001" The rest be report* as idlo and worthkaa, poreons wbo omwaood the 
opportunity to sot provifllons for a year without labour, or ealloni wbo only wanted a 
paemso to New England, and that many wore slok and unlit for eettlen. and many 
without iinffloiont cloUiinf{. He deecribeB the few Swte who wore amonc the settlers, 
a« ** regular, honost and industrious mon," and obsenres that there are ** indeed, many 
oome over of tlie bettor Horr. wbo, though they do not work themselvefi. are useful In 
inanaging the rest." ** I have," he Hays, "appointed two or throe of thcin a9 oTorseenj 
pf each anip'ii " 
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aiTangcments. On receiving this letter, Governor Cornwallis im- 
mediately dispatched the Sloop to lioston, with Icttera to Apthorp 
& Ilanderik, whom Hopson reconnncnded for the purpose, to hire 
vessels with all expedition to transport the garrison of Louishurg 
toChehneto; also a letter directed to (Governor Ma^carinc in case 
they should meet at sea with a vessel bound to Annapolis. At the 
same time, a Frenchman, acquainted with the countiy, was dispatclied 
overland by Minas to Annapolis, with ordere to Mascarine to come 
<lown with a quorum of his Coinicil as soon as possible, that the 
new commission might be opened and another Council appointed in 
accordaiicc witJi the Royal Instructions.* 

(Tovernor Cornwallis' first dispatch to England, after arriving 
at Chebucto, was sent via Boston, and bears date 22nd June, the 
day after his arrival. In this letter he says: '*The coasts are as 
rich as ever they have l>een represented ; we caught lish evei-y day 
since we came, within 50 leagues of the coast. The harbour itself 
is full of fish of all kinds. All the olHcors agree the harbour is the 
finest they have ever seen. Tiie country is one continued woo<l ; no 
dear spot is to be seen or heard of. I have l>een on shore in several 
places. The underwood is only young trees, so that with dillicidty 
one is able to make his way anywhere." '-vDe Anvilles' Fleet havo 
only cut wood for present use ; they cleared no ground, but en- 
camped their men on the beach. 1 have seen but few brooks, nor as 
yet have foun^l the navigid)le river that has iR'cn talked of. There 
are a few French families on the east side of the bay, alwut three 
leagues off. Some have been on board." 

(Governor Mascarine having received Cornwallis' letter on the 2f»th, 
on the following day, ordered Captain Davis to make ready his 
galley and go round to Chebucto with fresh provisions. Mascarine 
was waiting the arrival of the new Covernor at Annapolis, as 
appears by his letters to Governor Ilopson on the Hth and 20 th 
flune, in which he says : '^Get ready supplies for the new Captain 
General who will be here, but the fleet will be at Chebucto." The 
^* Snow Fair Lady " arrived shortly after the Sphinx, and was 
dispatched to Annapolis to afford Mr. Mascarine the means of 
transjjoi-ting his council and part of his garrison to Chebucto. On 

'•This mcssenKor arrived on tho fonrth day, at AnnarK)Ii^t, '* It Is/'Kayn iho Ciovcrnor 
inhi« letter. "^ilcncrucH over to Minus, (now Uorton), and the French have made u 
path for driving their cattle over." 
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tlie 2Gth, the '' Fair Lady" was in the haiiK>ur of Annapolis ready to 
receive Governor Mascarinc and suite. On the 27th, the transport 
began to make their appearance off the harbour of C'hebucto, and 
by tlie Ist July, they had all arrived. As their passage had been 
extremely good, and none of them had in the least suffered, the 
Governor found himself in a position to afford vessels to Colonel 
Ilopson the moment the settlers should be put on shore.* Aexjord- 
ingly having countermanded the order to Boston for transports, he 
dispatched to Louisburg the ship *' Brotherhood" on the 1st July, 
and on the oth, the ''Ix)ndon," ^'Wilmington," AVinchelsea," and 
*' Merry Jacks." On the 8th he received from Louisburg, copies 
of letters from Governor Shirley of Boston, to Governor Mascarine, 
giving an ^iccouht of the French having commenced a fort at the 
mouth of the River St. »Iohn, and on the following day sent Captain 
Bouse in the " Albany " and a small sloop to attend her, with 
orders to the commanding officer at Animpolis to furnish him with 
troops if required, and to proceed immediately to the River St. 
John, (iovcrnor Sbirley having. previously sent the ship '' Boston" 
to Annapolis for the same service, there to await orderB. It appeal's 
that the French had fitted out an expedition, under M. Ramey, for 
this purpose, a short time before the arrival of Cornwallis, and the 
vessel with ammunition, arms and provisions, bound to St. John 
River, had i)asscd Malagash Bay a few days l)efore the arrival of the 
'^ Sphinx " there ; but having put into Port Mouton on her way, the 
information of their designs was communicated to the authorities of 
Annapolis. 

(Governor IVIascarine having arrived with several of his Council on 
the 12th, the following day (iovcrnor Cornwallis opened his com- 
mission and took the oaths of office in their presence, and on Friday, 
the 14th fluly, the Civil Government was organized, and Colonel 
Paul Mascarine, Captain Edward How, Captain John Gorham, 
Benjamin Gi'cen, .John Salsbury and Hugh Davidson were sworn in 
Councilloi-st on board the " Beaufort" Transport, and the Commis- 
sion and Royal Instructions were then read. " The formation of the 
Board was announced to the i>eople by a general salute from the 

* Tho Rettlors who canio out in tho transport, afterwards sent to LoulBbiiri;, wcro 
first landed on George's Inland. 

tThc table around which this Council assomblod in now in tho small Council 
Chamber in the Province Building. 
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ships in the harbour and the day was devoted to festivity And amnse- 
nient." The four first gentlemen named in the Council were officers 
from Annapolis ; Mr. Green was from Massachusetts, and had been 
with General Hoi)son at Louisburg, and the two latter were of His 
Kxellency's suite ; Mr. Davidsoii acted as Secretary. 

Early in the month of July, a spot for the settlement was pitched 
upon near Point Pleasant,* then called Sandwich Point, and people 
were employed in cutting down the trees ; but the want of sufficient 
depth of water in front, its great exposure to south-east gales and 
other inconveniences being discovered, it was abandoned for a more 
eligible situation to the northward, commanding a prospect of the 
whole harbour and on an easy ascent with bold anchorage close 
to the shore. Here Mr. Bruce the engineer, and Captain Morris the 
surveyor, were ordered to lay out the town, which was surveyed, the 
plan completed and the lots appropriated to their resi^ective owners 
by the 14th September. The town was laid out in squares or blocks 
of 320 by 120 feet deep, the streets being 5o feett in width. Each 
block contained 16 town lot«, forty feet front by sixty deep, and the 
whole was afterwards divided into five divisions or wards, called 
Callendar's, Galland's, Ewer's, Collier's and Foreman's divisions, 
after the names of the persons who were appointed Captains of 
Militia, each ward being large enough to supply one company. 

Buckingham Street was the uoi*th and Salter Street the soutli limit, 
and tlie whole was surrounded by a strong palisade of pickets with 
block houses or 1<^ forts at convenient distances. Foreman's new 
division was afterwards added as far as tlie present Jacob Street. 
The noith and south suburbs were sniveyed about the same time, but 
the German lots in the north were not laid off till the year following. 

Great difficulty was at first experienced in the erection of dwell- 
ings; tlie European settlers being totally unacquainted with the 
method of constructing wooden buildings. Frames and otlier mater- 
ials for building were, however, soon brought from Massachusetts, 
and before the cold weather set in a number of comfoitable dwel- 

***Froin floeing tho plaoe only, ono would be apt: to choose Sandwich Point an the 
beet situation tor a town. bdnR ronr defensible and haying thead^-antage of Sandwieh 
River, (now known as the Korth West Ann). narigaUe a great way. This was the 
general opinlim at Snt, and ther began to clear there, thellrst daj they worked, but 
upon examination we found the strongest olidections against it,"— CfovertMr Comwallia* 
UUer to Board of Tradt, 

tThe streets are sopposod to bo 90 feet broad, but none of them are found to exceed 
» feet in width. 
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liiigfl were ereciod. Provisions and other necessary supplies were 
iT«:ularly served out in the ean\p, and every excision on the part of 
the (roveriior made to render the settlers comfortable before the 
approach of winter. Several transports were detained and housed 
over to acooznniodate those settlers whose houses were not complete, 
and the canvas tent and log hut M'cre soon abandoned for more 
convenient and comfortable accommmlations. 

1 have, Ha3'ri (lovernor ('ornwallis, in iiis letter of the 20th August, 
contrai'ted for franiCH and materials for barracks and officers' lodg- 
inflfs from Boston. Df^ardn tire very high owing to the drought. 1 
inive got none under £4 per thousand, and shall be obliged to 
furnish a vast numlwr to lielp the people to got under cover, and 
have sent an officer on pur[)ose to Boston to obtain them at a fair 
piice. Many houses ai*e begun anil luits and log houses alrea^ly up 
for more than half a mile on each side the town. 

Traditiot) says that on clearing the ground for settlement a 
mmilKtr of dead bodies were discovered among the trees, partly 
covered by the tniderwood, supposed to have been soldiers of the 
Duke D'Anville's expeililion which put into Chebucto Harbor in 
174<J,* btit the (Jovernor in his letter docs not mention the fivcts. 

Dining the winter months the people were kept actively employed 
in cutting pickets for fences and wood for fuel, and for erecting new 
bnildingei. Mechanics wore placed at the head of working parties to 
ilirwt their labours, and by a judicious di\ision of the people into 
snmll parties the more lalnirious ])orti()n of the work was execut^^d 
with unconnnon dispatch. Mills weixi also erected at tJie expense of 
(■oveniment for sawing hnnber, 2ind a mill master appointed with a 
salary, and every facility held out to enable those settlers, who had 
?u)t yet been aeconnnodated, to complete their dwellings on the 
approach of spring. The (iovernor in his letter of 27th July, 
describes the site of the Town as very advantageous. He says : ** It 



'The roiiinant of thin formldHblc aoot which wiu^ dcsllncd for tho destruction of tha 
llritinh Mltloiiioiit^i of Ac«dU and New Kngland. put Into Chobocto Harbor in distroflft 
in Scptombor, 1710. Tho troops it \» Aaid were encainnod on the w08tom aide of tho 
ItaHiu. near the small Co\'c about 4 mllcH from t4»wn. which sliU buoiv the name of tho 
Kronen Landlnjic- The Duke died of nrrief at the faihiro of tho oxpedition, and the Vice 
Admiral DcatourriUe, ran himHcIf through the body» and wan burled on Geotgeli 
Island. HIh remains, or what was sui>poHed to have boon, were afterwards removed 
to Franco by his fiimily. Several of Uio ships of war wore sunjt on the eastern side oc 
the DaKln. The haUs of thoso vessels wore visible in calm weather about 60 years 
aieo, but they lui^'o long Rinco dlMappeared. M. Jonqularo, aftorwiuds Qorvcmor oC 
Canada, was also in this uxpoditlon. 
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has all the conveniences 1 oouW wish except a fresh water river.* 
Nothing is eusier than to build wlmn'ea; one in already fminhed 
for 8hi|>B of 200 tons. I have constantly employ etl all the csirpeii- 
tors I could get from Anna|)olis and the sliipa here to Imiid log 
houses for stores. 1 have likewise ottered the French ai Miuan 
considerable wages to work, and they luivc promiseil to send fifty 
meu to i^euiaLu until October. As there was not one yanl of cleat" 
ground you will imagine our ditticiilty aud what wc have hero to do ; 
however, they have already clcarc<l alnnit 12 acres, and I hope to 
lK»gin my house in two days; 1 have a small frame and pickets 
ready." 

The following extracts fnun a letter dated itltii July, 1741), 
written by a S'otllcr,t affords si^veral intereHtuig facts relative to the 
state of the s^ittleuKUt at this time : — ** i)n our arrival we fcnind the 
Sphinx, of 20 guns, which had come into harbor a few days before 
us ; as I write the transiwrts are entering the harlnjr witl» the two 
regiments of Ilopson and Warl)erton on boanl from Louisburg. 
The assistance, as well as the security we shall retn^ive fnmi them, 
will gicatly forward our settlement; the oJHcers have bi-onght all 
their furniture, a great number of milch cows, and other st<x'k, 
besides military stoix^s. We have already cleared a Unit 20 acres, 
and every one has a hut by his tent. Our work goes on briskly, 
and the metho<l of employing the [>eople in ships' companies has a 
good effect, and as the (Governor is preparing to lay out the lots of 
land, w^e shall soon have a very convenient and pleasant town built, 
which is to lie called Halifax. There are ab-eady several wharves 
built, and one gentleman is erecting a saw null ; public store houses 
are also building, and grain of various sorts have been sown. We 
have received constant supplies of plank and timber for building, 
and fresli stock and rum in great quantities, 20 schooners fretjuently 
coining in in one day. Wc have also a huiuli*ed cows and some 
sheep, brought down to us by laud, by the Frendi at Minaa, which 
is about 30 miles distant from the bottom of the bay, and to which 
we purpose to cut a road. The French Deputies who came to make 

* At thin poriod when tho aottleniont wbh oonfliied to siich narrow UiiiitB tho brook 
known to us ns Frcah Water Rlvor. iu tbo noiith NuburlM, waa oonslderod lo bo at a 
dlntanOQ too bur from tho pickoU to be of inuoh valuo as a Diean8 of supply to tho 
Mttlora. 

trUa letter appealed in ono of tbo Brilitfh periodioali for October, 1749. 
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siihmidsioa lidvc prommed to hoiuI ii.s 50 men for the puqioae, and 
to lvm\^t us a:i far tiB tlicy are able ; we luivc received the like 
proiuitjt% and frieuddhip and assiatanee from the IiidiaiiSf the chief 
hnvinji; fKvii with the (foveruor for that purpose. In short, every 
thinj? is ill a very pros|>eroim way. Bui I »hoiUd ])e e(|nally iinjuBt 
and ungratcfut, were 1 to concltKlc without paying tlic tribute which 
is due to our (Jovernor. lie seems to Imve nothing in view but the 
interest and liappiuesH of all ; his zeal and prudent conduct in the 
tUiliuilt titsk assigned him eannot ho too much admireil.'* 

The plitu of the town having Innm eonipletod and the building lots 
marked out, in order to prevent disptite and discontent among the 
settlers, \t was ileeuMul best thsit they should draw for the lots. 
Aeeordingly, at a C*ouneiI held on the 1st of August, it was resolved 
that on Tuesday following, the 8th AugJist, all heads of families who 
were scltlei^, should assend>le at seven o'clock witli the ovcreeers, 
and singles men should form themselves into families, four to eaeh 
family, niHl ea<*h family <'hoose one to draw for them. Mr. liniec 
the enghieer, l>eing present on the ot*caaion, assisted in distributing 
the lots aecHM'ding U> the arrangeimmt, ami the whole were entered in 
a lM)ok of rt'gistry which was to be kept for the purpose and to con- 
stitute evidenee of title and |K>8session.* 

J'he next object of importance was the erection of proper defences 
for the protection of the settlement. After they had taken posses- 
sion of tiie lots, and commenced to buihl, the (iovonior endeavoured 
to indiu*e the people to work for a few days in throwing up a line of 
defence around their newabo^le; '-but," says he, '* there was no 
])ersuading them to do it." It was not until the 13th August when 
tlie (/tHuicil voted 3s. Od. per day to each nmn employcil, that this 
necessary work was conunenc^cd by the settlers. The harbour being 
broad and easy of iu^cess, the dif1i<;uU3' of selecting pi-oper positions 
for fortifications, which would c*onunand the entrance, was at first 
seriously felt. This had been the great oLijection on the part of the 
Fiencli to making any settlement at Chebucto, La Have Imving 
been efiosen by them for the principal jjost on the Atlantic Coast, 
iHung, from its narrow entrance, more easy of defence. In Admiral 
Dureirs plan of C'hebneto, the two points that Hanked the entrance 



'ThtH allotment book HtiU rtfinaiiH cutiro in the oHlco oT lh<i fVovlnelal Sooretary. 
Su U'UlCax. It wa^ rcpairiMl in IHtf) hy tho Koronl Coiiimtwioii. und a t!ae*«liuUe copf 
ma4c for a«o, and the orlj^inul placed owl of the ruacli of i^jur)-. 
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to Hcdfonl Uasiii wore inarke<l as the places pro|>er to fortify. Mr. 
Cornwallis says, their view must liavc l>ceu to have the settlement 
within that Hay (tlie Basin) ; this would have Iteen subject to great 
incoavcnience. in tl»e first place, it would have l>een too far up for 
the fishermen, it being ntH>ut five leagues from the entrance of the 
Hurl>our to those points, and the beach all along as well adapte<l 
for curing their lish as can possibly l)e iinagiue<l; no flsliennan 
would ever have thought of going within these forts. In<leed no 
ship would choose to go so far, as no finer harliour can !« than that 
of Chcbucto, which vcu<^hefl from these |>ointH to Sandwich River ; so 
that notwitlistanding any forts \\\}o\\ these |)ointH, an enemy's fleet 
miglit lie secure and in<lee<l bhick up all ships witliin the bay. lie 
accordingly fixetl n|>on Sandwich Point and the high lands opposite, 
(now calleil York Redoubt), andCrcorgc's Island as the most proper 
positions for the erection of the necessary defences. On the latter 
he immediately placed a guard, landed his stores and planne<l and 
proposecl to build thereon his magazine for powder. 

The first act of Government, after the organization of the Council 
on the 1 4th, was an audience of the tlirec French Deputies, who hail 
come <lown to meet the New Governor. They were .lean Mehmson, 
from Caimnl River ; Claude le Hlance, fi-oni Grand Fi*e, and Philip 
Melanson from Pisiquid. Colonel Mascarine read to the Council 
the oath which the French inhabitants had before taken. Being 
asked if they had anything to offer from their several departments, 
they answered that they were sent only to pay their res|)ects to His 
Kxcellcncy and to know what was to be their condition henceforth, 
an<l whether they would l>e allowed their priests. They weix» assuix^l 
that their religion should l)e protecte<l, but that, as heretofore, no 
priest should be [)ermitte<l to (»fticiate within the IVovince, without 
having fii*st obtained! a license from the Governor, They were 
furnished with copies of the Royal Declaration, a ]>roclamation 
issue<l by (xovernor Cornwallis, and the oath which had l)een cus- 
tomary, with directions to retin*n within a fortnight, to report to the 
Council the views of the iidiabitants of the respective districts, and 
als6 to notify tlte other settlements to send deputies as soon as 
possible. The second meeting of the Council took place on the 17tli» 
when Mr. Wm. Steele was 8w<n*n in a memlier of the Boanl, and on 
the following day tlie (jJovernor's proclamation was i^ead in the camp, 
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prohibiting ail persons from leaving the Province without permiBsion, 
and against the retail of spirituous liquors without lioense. 

On the 18th, Mr. Bnice the Engineer, Lieutenants Ewer, Collier 
am! Mr. John Duport were appointed Justices of tiie peace, and all 
the settlers having assembled in separate companies with their 
respective overseers, each company chose its constables. 

The Governor designed opening more perfect means of communi- 
cation with Minas by constructing a road, which he described as 
being 80 miles only, in a direct line, and to build a Block House 
half way, but having only two companies of soldiers with him, one 
of Ilopson's and one of Warberton's regiment, together with about 
60 of Goreham's Indian Rangers, and the 50 French, who promised 
to assist in the work, having disappointed him, he was compelled to 
postpone the object until after the arrival of the army from Loviis- 
bui'g. Proper access to the interior, by the construction of a good 
road to Minas, was deemed of paramount importance to the settle- 
ment of the country. The inhabitants of the nirnl districts were so 
insulated as to be in a great measure independent of all authority. 
Colonel Mascarine, on returning to Annapolis, received directions to 
send a Captain, 8 Subalterns and 100 men to Minas, and to erect a 
Block-house and Battery there, the troops to be first quai*tere<l at 
Grande Pre, where the Block-house was to l>e built, and the French 
|>eople were to be hired at fair wages to assist in the work.* 

Capt. How, who had l)een sent to St. John River in the Albany 
with Capt. Rouse, having returned overland with thirteen Indians, 
three deputies from the tribes at St. John, the Chief of the Chinecto 
Indians, and nine others of their tril^es. Tliey received an audience 
on the 14th; they consiste<l of Francis de Salle, Chief from 
(>etf ragli ; the Chief Noellobig, from Medochig ; the Chief Neptune 
AlbodonalUlla from the Chignecto tnl)e, for himself and tribe. The 
negotiation was earned on through Martin, the Indian, and Andre, 
the interpreter from Minas. They stated to the Council that they 
had come to confirm the treaty of 1726, and that several of them 
had been present at that ti*eaty. Terms were drawn up by Mr. 
Secretary Davidson, and signe^l by the Chiefs on the 15th August,* 

*NoUs.— TlMMo Indians aro described in a letter firom ono of the SettleriL to 
England, dated 19th Auffiut, as ooite different from the Indians of the peninsula, their 
faoes all rubbed over with vennilllon and across their nose and forehead are regularly 
drawn biack lines. Their ears sre borod full of holes and adorned with tobacoo idpes 
cvnd ribbon^ of diilbrent colours ; their clothes aro of the light homesimn grey but latol- 
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1749, and Capt. How was ordei-ed to carry it to St. John to be rati- 
fied, and to take with him presents to the Chiefs. It was accord- 
ingly ratified on the 4th day of September .following, and signed by 
all the Chiefs and Captains at the River St. John, six in number, in 
the presence of Mr. How and sev^n other witnesses ; Madame Dc 
BcUisle acting as interpreter by request of the Indians. This docu- 
meut is still in existence; also a copy of that of 172G, sent to 
Governor Cornwallis by the Governor of Massachusetts Bay. This 
treaty appears to have been little regarded, for in the beginning of 
October following, news arrived from Annapolis aud Causo of 
further incursions on tlie part of the Indians, and Government was 
compelled to raise two new independent companies of Volunteers for 
that service, which were placed under the command of Major Oilman 
and Capt. Clapham, on the same footing with the Rangers uuder 
Gorham. 

After the evacuation of I^uisburg the population received a 
considerable accession ; a numlicr of tlie Knglish inhabitants came 
with Governor Ilobson and became settlers, and many from New 
Knglaud were daily arriving, and upwards of 1000 more from the 
old provinces had expressed themselves desirous of joining the 
Settlement before winter. The Governor therefore gave orders to 
all vessels in the Government seiTice to give them a free passage. 
The New Kngland people soon formed the basis of the resident 
population, and -are the ancestors of many of the present inhab- 
itants. They were better settlers than the old discharged soldiers 
and sailors who came on the fleet ; most of whom died or left the 
country during the first three or four years, leaving, however, the 
most industrious and respectable among them as permanent settlers. 
Many settlers aud traders came out for the purpose of making 
money ; these people infested the Settlement in great numbers, aud 
gave Mr. Cornwallis and his successors much trouble and annoy- 
ance, in demoralizing the people by the illicit sale of bad liquors, and 
in other ways retarding the progress of the country. 

enbly nigfted. The French supply them with those artidea Their squaws or women 
dress oqualtr as gay as the men. They are entire dranlcards, and never cease drinking 
spirituous liquors as long as they can get iL They came on board to the Governor in 
great form. After the treaty was raUfled they received presents and wont on board the 
uiaii-of-war, where they solaced themselves with singing and dancing. As to the songs 
it is one conlinuod bellowing f nd noise. Upon their coming off the man-of-war gave 



them a si luce of 17 guni^ as likewise they did on going aboard. They expressed a groat 
deal of satisfaction at the honors done them ; so they were discharged and sent in one 
of CploQei QorebMQ's sloops to »t. John Hirer with proseiiu to tUe rest of tlieir tribe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUtot^ of Halifax City, 17 

A proposition was made about this time by a French merchant 
from the "West Indies to Governor Comwallis to bring to Halifax 
some Protestant families from Martinique with their eifects, if he 
would give them protection and grant them lands, and the Governor 
was furnished with a list of their names, with what each of them 
was worth, which approached in all nearly £50,000. This gentle- 
man proceeded to Louisburg to obtain for them a passport, and 
proposed to have his people on before winter; but it does not 
appear as far as any information on the subject can be gathered 
from the public records that any of these French Protestants ever 
arrived. 

The (^rovenimeut found it necessary to check the indiscriminate 
sale of spirituous liquors by a license duty. On the 28th August 
an ordinance passed for that purpose, and all such licensed houses 
were to be closed at 9 p. m. und^r penalty. On the dlst August 
the Governor and Council for the first time sat as a Court of Law. 
This was named the General Court, all authority — legislative, 
executive and judicial — being vested in tlie Board. They met on this 
day for the trial of Abram Goodside, the Boatswain's mate of tlie 
l^aufort, who stabbed and wounded two men. A grand jury was 
summoned who found a bill of indictment ; he was tried and found 
guilty by a petit jury, and hanged under the Governor's warrant on 
2nd September, 174D. On 3l8t August, another Court was held for 
the trial of one Peter Cartal, for murder. The Acadian Deputies 
having returned from the country, they were called befoi'e the 
Governor and Council on September 6th, when they presented a 
letter signed by 1000 inhabitants claiming to take only a qualified 
Oath of Allegiance. 

On the 30th August, a sloop from Liverpool, Great Britain, witli 
116 settlers, arrived after a passage of nine weeks. They were, how- 
ever, all quite healthy, not one person being sick on board at the time 
of their arrival. Two streets were then added to the Town and lots 
assigned to these people. This was Forman's new division. We 
have no names of these settlers or the name of the sloop. 

Information having reached the Government that the Indians of 
Acadia and St. John's Island, designed to molest the settlement at 
Halifa:!^ on the approach of winter,* it was deemed advisable to erect 



*Govenior GorawaOis* letter to SooroUury of StatUt 
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outworks for its defence; accordingly the troops and iubabitants 
were immediately employed to construct a line of palisades around 
the town in connection with square log forts which were to be placed 
at convenient distances. A space of thirty feet was cleared without 
tiie lines, and the trees thrown up by way of a barricade, which 
constituted a complete defence against any attempt on the part of 
the Indians. Those settlers who had built their houses without the 
town had arms given them, and their dwellings being built of logs 
were musket proof ; also the Ordnance Artificers, those from New 
England and such of the settlers as had been in the army, and such 
others as could be trusted with arms within the town, also received 
them, and an order was sent to Boston for a supply of lamps to 
light the streets during the winter nights. Col. Goreham was sent 
to the head of the Basin with his company of Rangers for the winter, 
with an armed sloop to assist him, and every preparation possible 
was made for the protection of the people during the ensuing winter. 

The Indians had appeared in the neighbourhood of the town for 
several weeks, but intelligence had been received that they had com- 
menced hostilities, by the capture of twenty persons at Canso under 
frivolous pretences, and of two vessels having been attacked by them 
at Chignecto, when three English and seven Indians were killed. 
In consequence of this information it was resolved in Council to 
send a letter to M. Desherbiers, Governor of Louisburg, to recall 
LeLoutre. On the last day of September they made an attack on the 
sawmill at Dartmouth, then under the charge of Major Oilman. 
Six of his men had been sent out to cut wood without arms. The 
Indians laid in ambush, killed four and carried off one, and the 
other escaped and gave the alarm, and a detachment of rangers was 
sent after the savages, who having OA'crtaken them, cut off the heads 
of two Indians and scalped one.* 

These proceedings compelled the government to take more active 
measures, and orders were given to the commanding officers at the 
out stations, to destroy the Indians wherever they met them, and 
a premium of ten guineas was offered for every Indian killed or 

* This allklr is menUoned in a loiter froin a gontleman In Halltex to BosUm, dated 
October 2Dd. as foUows : ** About t-eren o'cdook on Satwday morning before, as sevoral 
of Mivior OUman's wcirknien with obe soldier, nnannod, were hewing sticks of Umbor 
about SOO jards frcmi his house and mills on the east side of the harbonr. they-were sor- 
prised br about 40 Indians, who flnt flrod two shots and then a voller uten them 
which killed four, two at whom ther sealped, and cut off the heads of the othen, the 
fifth la mlsBiiic mm la foiiposed to have been carried off.** 
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taken prisoiierf this offer was in consequence of the large rewards 
offered by the French to the Indians for English scalps. Orders 
were given for raising two independent ccnnpanies of rangers, one of ' 
one hundi-cd men by Major Oilman, who was sent to Rscataqua for 
that purpose,* the other a company of volunteers by Captain Wm. 
Clapham, who with Oorehara's Indian Rangers, now returned from 
their stations at the head of the Basin \nth a company of Philips* 
Regiment, were to scour the whole country around the Bay. The 
8t. <1ohu Indians having kept the treaty, received from Governor 
Comwallis a present of 1000 bushels of corn, and an order was also 
given to purchase at Minas 500 bushels of wheat, to be baked into 
biscuit for the same puq>ose. Captain How was intrusted with 
these and other presents, and was directed to bring bai^k with him, if 
possible, some of the tribe to go against the Mic-Macs. The 
preparation necessary to the protection of the town against 
Franch-Indiaii hostilities tcndeil to expedite the progress of the 
settlement ; befoix) the middle of October, about three huudi*ed and 
fifty houses had been completed, two of the square forts finished 
and the barricade carrie<l all around. A number of store houses 
and baiTack buildings for the accommodation of the troops had been 
also erected and the Governor's residence completed. The Council 
met tliei'e on the 14th Octolier. About 30 of the French inhabitants 
were employed on the Public Works, and in cutting a road from the 
town to the Basin of Allnas. A number of influential and 
industrious families from New Finland and other places had 
already liecome settlers, and Halifax Harbor was tlie resort of a 
large number of fishing vessels. 

About this time a destructive epidemic made its appearance in the 
town, and it is said nearly 1000 [persons fell A'ictims during the 
autimm and the following winter. On the 14th day of October, the 
Government found it uecessaiy to publish an ordinance, command- 
ing all Justices of the Peace, upon the death of the settlers, to name 
so many of the neighbourhood or quarter (not exceeding 12) to 
which the deceased belonged, to attend at the burial and carry the 
eoq)se to the grave, and whoever refused to attend without sufticient 
i*eason should have his name struck off the Mess Book and Register 
of Settlers as uuwordiy of His Majesty's bounty; and again in 



'Tbciio men wotv tfu|ipUcd with hatchelM and tmow vhow for winter warfaro. 
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Decemlier, another order was made eommandiug all householders to 
reixirt their dead to a clergyman within twenty-four hours. 

Owing to the frequent alarms of invasion from the Indians and 
French stragglers during the winter, it was resolved in Council to 
organize a militia force for the protection of the settlement, and on 
the Sunday following the 6th day of l>ecember, after divine sen-ice, 
ail the male settlers, between the age of sixteen and sixty, were 
assembled on the parade, and drawn up in the following order : — 
" Those of Mr. Kwer's and Mr. Collier's divisions to face the harbor, 
those of tlie quai-ters of Mr. Oalhind and Mr. Foreman to face the 
Citadel, and those of Mr. Callendar's division at one end of the 
l>arade." The proclamation bears date the 7tii day of December, 
1749. On the IGth, information arrived tliat a French force had 
been dispatched overland from Canada, to attack Halifax, and that 
the Indians were to co-operate with them, also, that two vessels 
with six hundre<l men were in the Hay V^erte under J-»c(/orne, and 
with ammunition and stores of all kinds for a winter expedition. 
The i>eopIc having been again assembled on the parade after divine 
service, the proclamation was read and the settlers connuauded to 
fell all the trees around the town without the forts aiul barricades. 
No attempt was, however, made upon the town, either by the Indians 
or French during the winter. These hostilities were being carried 
on by the Oovenmient of Canada, while the two Crowns were 
nominally at peace, under pretence that the Treaty of Utrecht only 
ceded to the Crown of Great Britain the peninsula of Nova Scotia 
proper. 

The Governor deeming it expedient that some permanent system of 
judicial proceedings to answer the immediate exigencies of the 
Colony should be established, a committee of Council was accord- 
ingly appointed to examine the various systems in foi-ce in the old 
Colonies. On 13th December, Mr. Green reporteil that after a 
careful investigation, the laws of Virginia were found to be most 
applicable to the present situation of the pro^iuce. The report was 
adopted. It i*efen*ed principally to the judicial proceedings in the 
General Courts, the County Courts, and other tribunals. 

Before concluding this chapter, which comprehends all that can 
be collected relative to the affairs of the settlement during the first • 
year of its existence, it will be proi)er to ob6er\'c that in founding 
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the City, the spiritaal wants of the settlei-s were uot lost sight of by 
the British CJ^vcniment. Preparatory to tlie embarkation of the 
settlers, a letter was addressed by the Lords of Trade and Planta- 
tions to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, date<l Whitehall, April 6tli, 1749, recommending to the 
Society to api>oiut ministers and school-masters for the new 
settlement at Chehncto, and for snch other townships or settlements 
as sliouhl from time to time \vi formed in Nova Scotia, and request- 
ing the Sf>ciety to make some provisions for them until arrangements 
should l»e made for their suHlcient support, by grants of- land, etc.* 
The Society resolved immediately to act on this recommendation, 
and un<lcrt(x>k to send six clergymen autl six school-masters, when the 
settlements should l)c formed. The first missionaries appointed 
under this arrangement, were the Rev. William Tutty, of Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, and the Rev. Mr. Anwell, who both came out 
with the settlers in June, 1741). Mr. Tutty otficiated in the open 
air until the necessary church accommoilation could 1x5 obtained. On 
l.nying out the town, a spot was assigned by (Government for the 
church. The site was fii-st selected at the north end of the Cvrand 
l^aradc, where Dalhousie College now stands, but it was change<l 
immctliately after for the present site of St. Paul's Church, which 
was erected at the expense of (fovernment and remly for the recep- 
tion of the missionary, who preached his first sermon there on the 
2nd <lay of Septeml>er, 1 750. The pews and inside finish were not 
completed for several years after. The name of Mr. Tutty does not 
appear among those of the settlers who came with Cornwallis. He 
probably, however, accompanied him. Mr. Anwell came with the 
cxi>edition, but his name does not again appear; he dietl shortly' 
after his arrival. Mr. Tntty spoke (Jerman and administered the 
Lord's .Supper to the (2ennan settlei-s in their own language. The 
other missionary, .J. Haptiste Moreau, who came out as school-master, 
and afterwards went to England for ordination, i-etumed to the settle- 
ment and went down to Maiigasli with the Germans, 1752. Mr. 
Halst(*ad was the sch<x)l-master in charge of the Society's schools at 
Halifax during the first two or three yeai-s. 

(governor Cornwallis in 1749, assigne<l the lot at the south-west 
corner of Princ-e and Hollis streets for a Protestant Dissenting 



'A cop^ of tUU letter will be found in \\i^ appendix. 
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Meoting limiBC. 'Vhe c»1<1 liniUluig known tM Mather's, or n» it wah 
ftftemimlB cnlleil St. Matthew's Church (<lc»troye*l by tire in IHi'iO,) 
was soon after ereetccl on this site. It was appropriately originally 
to the Congregationalists, many of whom came from New England to 
settle in Halifax. It was eallwl Mather's Church after the eele- 
1>rAte<l Cotton Mather, one of the leading divines of that denotniinu 
tion at Boston, in early days. The Presbyterians, and all who did 
not Itelong to the Kstablished Church, attende<l divine servii»e in this 
building. The Bev. Mr. Cleveland, who eame from one of the old 
colonies, was the first minister who olHciated in this I)uilding. it 
aften^ards fell into the hands of the Presbyterians and l)ec»ame the 
projierty of the Church of Scotland, and the name of MatJieWs whk 
changeil to that of St. Matthew. This ohl Church was destroyed 
by fire, which consumcil a large poiiion of the buildiugK in Ilollis 
Street, in Irtjli). The lot of ground on which it stiHMl was after- 
wards sold to Mr. Donll, who ere<'ted the line stone sloir theitHm. 
now known as Donll and .Miller's building. 
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CHAFrKR II. 

The wiQter of 1749-50, as has been Itefore inentiouetl, was spent 
ill eontiiiiifll appreliension of Indian and French invasion, and in 
preparations t4> receive the enemy. On tlie 7th January, 1750, a 
number of the inhabitants petitione<l that Martial Law sliouhl lie 
deelare<l, but tlie Oovenior ami Council <lid not consider the danger 
so great or imminent as to make it necessarj-. However, stringent 
regulations with reganl to tlie militia were enactetl, and an onlinance 
was issued compelling all settlere able to bear arms lietween 16 an<l 
r>0, to Ik? forme^l into 10 companies of 70 men each,* and a guard 
of — olHcers and 30 men to assemble every evening near the parade 
to keep guanl until sunrise, and all militia men called u^mn to labour 
at the fortifications, were to l)e allowed Is. i>er day. Lal)ourers 
were constantly employed in raising a barricade and continuing it to 
the water side, and block houses were erectc<l between the forts. 

During the winter intelligence frequently arrivcil from Minas, 
Pisiquid, and the eastern shore, of attacks lieing made by tlie Indians 
upon stragglers, and several young Aeadians were brought from 
Miuas to Halifax for trial, having been found in arms with the 
Imlians. A large reward was offered for the appi-ehension of 
LeLoutre, the Indian missionar^% and also £10 sterling for every 
Imlian scalp or Indian prisoner. Capt. Sylvanus Cobb, an active 
and lK>ld sea captain from Massachusetts, was taken into Govern- 
ment employ, and sent to Chignecto with his anned sloop for the 
punK)se of suq^rising LeLoutre and his gang, and afterwards to 
search the harlK>rs along the c*oast for Indians, and bring with him 
all he captured as prisrmers to Halifax. Troops under Capt. Bartilo 
and others were sent into the interior and other active proceedings 
taken by the Governor and Council during the months of January 
and Febniary for the peace of the province. A eoiirior having been 
stopped at Cobequid, Priest Gouranl and the French Deputies, 
were all brougtit to Halifax, by Capt. Baililo, for examination 
before the Governor and Council ; Gouranl was detained at Govern- 
ment House until the coui-ier returned, but the deputies were 



'The Artifloen fonned one company by theiiMelrflH, and the whole inflllla oniountod 
to about SIO men. The OflloerH behaved well, bat, mjtt the Qovenior In hU* dbpatoh, " 1 
^noot say no of the ^len/' 
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dismissed. He diBclosed the fact to the Council that the Mic-Mac 
Indians of Nova Scotia went every year to Quebec, to i-eceive 
clothing from the French Government, and that LeCorn had made 
the French of Acadia take the Oath of Allegiance to the French 
King, (xonrard on this occasion took tiie Oath of Allegiance t« the 
Crown of (ireat Britain, and tlicreuiK>n received a licence to officiate 
an Priest to the Acadians, and promised not U> leave the province 
without special leave from the (iovernor. 

Among the municipal regnlations this winter, Tas an ordinance 
that all i)cr8onH f(»und breaking the li(pior license law, should Ih» 
put one hour in the publi<» stocks, and for the second oflfeiice receive 
twenty lashes. These severe regulations were found to l>e absolutely 
necessary, in consequence* of the demoralized state of the settlement 
from settlers and others who infested the town and who were not 
settlers. 

On the 2nd February, 1750, an oi-dinance was passed in C-ouncil, 
prohibiting the recovery of any debt contracted in England or else- 
where, prior to the establishment of the settlement or t^) the del>tor's 
arrival in Halifax, in any Court of Law within the province, exci'pt 
for goo<^.s imported into the Colonies. There appears to have Invn 
some diflference of opinion at the Hoard on the subject ; the Council 
divided, and the onliiuince was carried by a small majority. 

It was propose<l in Council about this time, to build a (piay along 
the shore in front of the town, but several merchants — Mr. Saul, 
Mr. Joshua Mauger and othei*s, having applied for water lots, an<l 
lil)erty to build whanes on the Iwach, the subject wj\s referred to 
Mr. Morris the surveyor, and Mr, Hruce the engineer. They 
thought the quay w:v8 a work of time and require<l means from 
England. Licences to buihl whan'cs were therefore granted, with a 
reservation of the right of the Crown in case the (pniy shouhl Im» 
resolved on or the frontage require<l for government pur])oses. This 
scheme was afterwards abandonetl by (rovcrnment, and the licences 
remained unrepealed. At this period the line of the shore was so 
irregular, as in some places to afford only a footpath between the 
base bne of the lot«, which now form the upijer side of Water Street 
and high water mark ;* at the Market the tide flowed up nearly to 



^Accordlag to tho origiual plan of iho Town published in October. IT-UI. a npaco 
(ippears to Mvo boon reserved betwooi^ tiio line q( ^iho lota ofliC^ the sUoro, but no W at^ 
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where tbe [old] City Court House stood, forming a cove, the outlet 
of a brook which caine down north of (leorge Street. Near the 
Ordnance Yard another cove made in, and this part of the shore 
was low and 8wami)y many years after the batteries were built.* 

The w^inter passed without any attack on the settlement, and the 
people were all quite healthy. The numl)er of settlers was daily 
augmented by almost every vessel which arrived from New England 
and elsewhere; every thing required was provided for them, that 
they should be tolerably comfortable before the cold weather set in. 
The winter was very fine, very few extreme bad days,* no heavy 
snow storms, the naWgation never stopped in the slightest degree. 
More tine days and fewer bad ones (says the (Governor) than I ever 
saw in winter. Spring opened early with fine warm days and thaw, 
and the fishing schooners began early in March to go upon the 
IJank.t The snow lay all the winter, from the middle of January; 
it was, however, only three feet deep in the woods. The healthy 
condition of the settlers may be inferred from there never being 
more than 25 in the hospital ship at any one time. 

l?y the lOth March, a place had been erected for a public 
lIo3i)ital, and a school building commenced for the orphan children. 
The French from the interior engaged freely for money to square 
timlwr for the erection of the blockhouses, and preparations were in 
progress for the completion of the Church. 

A meeting of the Cirovernor and Council took place on IDth April, 
when the French Deputies again appeared with a petition to be 
permitted to sell their lands and leave the country. The names of 

Btrcot wau laid out— the upper sido of thopriMent Bedford Row beiufc tho woHtom Umit. 
Thcro were five forUi, havinK each four quadraufnilar hlookhouHcs, with a barrack in 
tho centre ; thutfc wore connected by wooden pallgodcB or plckotH. 

'A number of licences to erect wharves and buUdingB alonjff tho beach htid been 
granted by Oovemniont to individuals engAKcd in trade and the nnhcry, before the idea 
of a greneral GovornDiont breaMtwork hcul been abandoned. ThcHO titlen oontinued to be 
held Kood ; a numlier of wharf proprietors, however, obtained conformation granU from 
time to time as tho^ required water extentdon. Mr. Charles Morris, the Surveyor- 
General, who had the wle management of tho land ofOoe, in his reports to tbe Goveru- 
mt^nt, advised small space's to be reserved on both sides in makini? these oonfonnation 
irrant^B as well as in Mubsoquent water (n*ant8 in fee, which have been found of much 
inconvenience to trade, ana a drawback on tho progress of the City. No reservation of 
water waH originally made at the foot of the cross streets or hills. At tbe close of the 
last and tho oommcnoement of tbe prosent century, when conformation or extension 
water fiprants wore )uike<l for, he marked on his plans narrow strips or rescr>'ation8 on 
tho sides of many of these water grants, which for there being in many instanoo^ 
innccessiblo. have since proved of no value to the public and a groat injury to the 
proprietors of water property. 



\ Oomwallis* letter of 19th March. 
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these deputies were Jaques Teriot from Grand Pre, Francois 
Granger from River de Canard, Battiste Galeme and Jean Andre. 

Mr. Cornwallis was continually embarassed by letters from the 
Board of Trade, finding faalt witli the ex|>ense8 incurred in planting 
the settlement. £40,000 had been voted by Parliament, and £3G,- 
000 of excess had been demanded as a furtlier vote; this could 
not be considered so great an expenditure under all the circum- 
stances, as it included the pay and equipment of two regiments of 
infantry. In his replies, he says, '* Not a pound shall be ex|>ended 
^^ by me unnecessarily, but without money you could have had no 
" tf>wn, no settlement, and indeed no settlers. T is very certain that 
"the public money cleared the ground, built the town, secured it, 
" kept both soldiers and settlers from starving witli cold, and has 
" brought down above 1000 settlers from tlie other Colonies. Lots 
" in Halifax are now worth 50 guineas. If there was no public 
*^ money circulating, lots would be given for a gallon of rum. The 
" money is laid out in building forts, barracks, store houses, 
" hospitals, churches, wharves, etc., public works all that seem 
" absolutely necessary. Act*onUng to your Lordship's dii^etions, | 
" have discharged the two Government Apothecanes and shall dis- 
" charge some of the Surgeons' Mates that may be spared. As for 
" the saw mill, we never had one board from it — it has been a constant 
" plague from the beginning. Thii-ty men have been constantly kept 
" there ever since the affair of the Indians. Gilman has behaved so 
" ill I shall have to discharge him from all service. I have laid in a 
" quantity of lumber in the King's yard this spring at a reasonable 
"price. For want of stoc^k I have been sometimes obliged to pay 
" £5 \>eT M. The settlers have paid £6. I have got them lately at 
" £3 10s., £3 and £2 15s. No new boards are given to settlers." 

The salaries to the public ofHcers of Cornwallis' Government 
ap|>ear exceedingly small in comparison with the arduous duties 
which devolved upon them in organizing the settlement. His Aides- 
de-Camp, Capt. Bnlkely and Mr. Gates,* had no allowance except 
some trifling commission on the issue of molasses and spirits. 

In June, 1750, the Governor and Council assigned as a site the 
spot on which the [old] City Court House stands, for a market 
for black cattle, sheep, etc., and made market regulations. In 

* This WM the woU-known Hoimtio QtAen, afterwardfl a BevolttUonaiy Qenorml. 
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July, tlie settlers were ordered to clear the streets in front of their 
respective lots to the centre. They bad begun to clear George*s 
Island and to erect block-houses. Seven 82-iK>unders had been 
mounted upon it, and a palisade carried all around the works. The 
frame of the Church, which had been brought from Boston, was 
erected and was being covered in, the estimated cost of finishing 
the edifice being £1000 sterling. The temporary barricades were 
removed, and the palisades carried completely round the town. 
30,000 bricks had been manufactured in the neighlKHirhood and 
found very good. The meeting house for Dissenters hdul not yet 
l)een commenced. The town was increasing every day in settlers 
and the number of its houses, but no improvement of the lands in 
tlie neighb<mrhood had been made beyond a few small gardens. 
The fishery wns pro6i)erous and produced 25,000 quintals the first 
year. 

In the month of August, 1750, three hundred and fifty-three 
settlers arrived in the ship Alderney ; and in September following, 
three hundred Oerman Protestants, from the Palatinate, in the ship 
Ann. The (Governor and Council were embaiTassed in providing 
for their sup})ort, and found it necessary to enter into pecuniary 
arrangements with the merchants of the town, who at this early 
period had formed themselves into an association for the benefit of 
trade. Those who came in the ship Alderney, were sent to the 
opposite side of the harbour, and commenced the town of Dartmouth, 
which was laid out in the autumn of that year. In December 
following, the fu*st feriy was established, and John Connor 
appointed ferryman by order in Council. 

In the spring of the following year the Indians surprised Dart- 
mouth at night, scalped a number of settlers and carried off 
several prisoners. The inhabitants, fearing an attack, had cut 
down the spruce trees ai-ound their settlement, which, instead of a 
protection, as was intended, served as a cover for the enemy. 
Captain Clapham and his company of Rangers were stationed on 
Block-house hill, and it is said remained within his block-house 
firing from the loop-holes, during the whole affair. The Indians 
were sdd to have destroyed several dwellings, sparing neither 
women nor children. The light of the torches and the discharge of 
musketry alarmed the inhabitants of Halifax, some of whom put off 
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to their assistance, but did not arrive in any force till after the 
Indians* iiad retired. The night was calm, and the cries of tlie 
settlers, and whoop of tlie Indians were distinctly heard on the 
western side of the harbour. On the following morning, several 
bodies wei-e brought over — the Indians having carried off tlie 
scalps.* Mr. Pyke, father of the late John George Pyke, Esq., 
many years police magistrate of Halifax, lost his lif^ on this 
occasion. Those who fled to the woods were all taken prisoners but 
one. A court martial was called on the 14th May, to inquire into 
the conduct of the different commanding ofllcers, both commissioned 
and non-commissioned, in permitting the village to he plundered 
when there were about GO men posted there for its protection. 

There was a guard house and small military post at ])artmouth 
from the first settlement, and a gun mounted on the point near the 
saw mill (in the cove) in 1749. One or two transports, which had 
l)een housed over during winter and store ships were anchored in the 
cove, under the cover of this gun, and the ice kept broke around them 
to prevent the approach of the Indians. The attempt to plant a 
settlement at Dartmouth, does not appear to have been at firet very 
successful. Governor Hobson in his letter to the IJoard of Trade, 
dated Ist October, 1753, says, *^ At Dartmouth there is a small town 
well picketed in, and a detachment of troops to protect it, but there arc 
not above dye families residing in it, as there is no trade or lishiug 
to maintain any inhabitatits, and they apprehend danger from the 
Indians in cultii?ating any land on the outer side of the pickets." 

There is no record of any concerted attack having been made by 
the Indians or French on the town of Halifax. Many stragglers 
were cut off during the first years of the settlement, particularly 
along the western side of tlie Basin, where the best firewood was to 
be obtained. It was at length fonnd neeessai*y to send out an 
aimed body when fuel or lumber was required. The enemy usually 
retired before a regular organize<l force. The Ranger companies 
under Goreham and Bartelo, were most efficient for this puqwse; 
they were usually recruited in New England, where men for that 
service were more readily found. 

*The Governor In hin letter to England mentions 4 men killed, 6 soldiers prisonerM 
who wore not upon {nuud, and our people kiUed 3 Indians, and had they done tnolr duty- 
well, might liaye killed many more. 
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The German aettlers who came in the ship Ann, were employed 
in the public works at 2s. per day, besides a supply of beer and 
other liquors to each. It vrixa decided that all settlers who came in 
the previous year, should cease to draw provisions after the 15th 
•September, 1 750. This order was afterwards i-ei)ealed on 29th, and it 
was determined that all settlers alresuly in the town or who sbouhl 
Ci^me 1>efore Ist December, should l»e entitle<l to one year's pro- 
visions from the lime of their luunes l>eiu«j entered on the victualling 
liook.* 

It was the iiiteution of Govennnent that the Germans "should he 
sent into the interior of the prt>viiiee ; but they haAMUg aiTived so late 
in the season, and tlie want of a sufficient supply of provisions then 
in store to sustain them through the winter rendered it impossible, 
and tliey were i-etaine<l in the town. They were very sickly, many 
of them ohl and unfit for settlers, and tiieir pjissages not lieing paid, 
and there l>eiug no person to pmchase them, they were employed on 
the pu])lie works to work out tlieir passage money. 

Al)out this period a gloom was- cast over tJie settlement by the 
news of tlie murdn- of the Hon. Kdward How, one of the Council at 
Chignecto. -^Captain IIow was employed on the expeilition to 
"* Chignecto as knowing the countrj^ well and Ixiing acquainted both 
'" with the Indians and the inhabitants, and furthermore he know 
'* personally their lea<lers, LeCorne and i^Loutre. His whole 
*' aim and study was to obtain a peace with the Indians, and 
*' get the Knglish prisoners out of their hands, for which purpose he 
'* often had conferences with the French ollicers under a flag of 
'Umce. LeCorne one <lay sent a Hag of truce by a French ottlcer 
*' to the water si<le, a small river which pails his people from the 
*' British troops. Capt. IIow and the officers held a parley for some 
*''• time across the river. How had no sooner taken leave of the 
'^ otticers than a paily that lay in ambush fired a volley at him and 
*'shot him through the heart, an instance of treacherous brutality 
'^ not to l)e paralleled in history, and a violation of a flag of truce, 
*' which had ever l)een held sacred, and without which all faith is at 
" an end, and all transactions with an enemy." — [Cornwallis' letter 
27th Noveml>cr.] 

" 8eo victuaUing list tii tho appendix. 
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TUe %yfnn% of 1751 the five acre lots on tlie Peninsula were laid 
rjut ; the people engaged in clearing the land. The nncertainty from 
sorpriae bj Indiana, however, much retarded the work ; a lai^ space, 
however, was cleared around the town before winter set in. 

Anotlier vessel having arrived on the 10th June, with German 
Palatiiie settlers, they were directed to be eniploye<l at Dartmoiitli in 
pk-kcting in Uie Imck of the town. In .July, the arrival of 200 more 
was re|x>rtt»<l, and they were onlercd to l)e placed at the heml of the 
N. W. Arm an<l moutli of the Hasiu ; and those who owetl work for 
their passage, were dire<*tc<l to picket in their stations. Monsieur 
Dupa/.qnir, who had engagc<l to liring out JlOO Swiss, brought but 
twenty this year, Imt more were expected in the following spring. 

Ninth .Inly, a prodainution issued to forfeit all lots of the town 
s^'ttlers wIk) only put up slight frames of Iiouhcs, unless they 
imme<liately proceeile<l to lioard them in and finish them as 
dwellings. 

On the 18th June, Jas. Stephens and AVm. Harris were hange<l for 
house-lH-eaking ; this was the second public execution which took 
place in the town. 

William Piggot ha<l a license grante^l him to o|>en a coffee house 
on the Htli April the same year. 

In January of this year the Council passetl a series of regidations 
for the (General Court and County Courts, and ordere<l them to be 
puMishcil by the Provost Marshal by rea<rmg the same after the 
lieat of dnim through the settlement, and on the flrat day of the 
next sitting of the General Court and County Courts. 

The only mattei-s further reconled worthy of notice during the 
year 1751, was the dismissal of Mr. Otis Little, the Commissar}' of 
Storea, for remissness in his office, and the resolution of the 
Governor and Council to pay a draft for £882, sent from Quebec, 
for the ransom of English prisoners taken by the Indians and 
carried to Canada. It appeare<l that Lt. Hamilton and upwards of 
sixty officers, soldiers and settlers had fallen into the hands of the 
savages, and Priest LeLoutre hml agreed to rangom them for tbo snin 
ftbove mentioned, 
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It may here be mentione<l that several batteries have already been 
erected on George's Island,* and expensive earth works had been 
thrown up. 

Towards the close of the year Mr. Joshna Manger, a gentleman 
from Kngland, who came oat at the commencement of the settlement 
to trade and distil rum for the soldiers, was charged by government 
with having attempted to make Halifax the repository for Louisburg 
merchandize, brought up secretly and to be carrying on an illicit 
ti'ftfllc', he lieiug at the time agent victualler to Government, 
(lovoniot* Cornwnllia, upon iuforniation, CAU8e<l Mr. Mafkgcr's stores 
to Ix* Hcarched for contraband articles brought from 1x)uisbnrg. 
Mueli discussiou ensued, and the settlement was for some time 
thniwn into commotion, by what Mr. Mauger called in his letter to 
England, the high-handed proceedings of the Governor. 



* ThtH iHland i» callod in the cdd French maps Itslo Rocket or the Snow Shoe Tslaiid, 
being in the nhape of ft snow shoe. 
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CHAPTER III. 

In January, 1752, Mr. Collier, who hml lieen acting as Chief 
Justice, and Captain Frotlieringham, were called to the Council in 
place of Mr. Salisbury and Col. Horseman, who had returned to 
England. On Snl Febi-uary, a public ferry was established between 
Halifax and Dartmouth and John Connors appointe<l feri'yman for 
three years, with the exclusive privilege, and ferry regulations were 
also establishcil. At the same sitting of the Council, an order was 
passed for the recording of deeds and mortgages, making all papers 
unrecordetl void against those which ha<l been registered. Col. 
Horaeman's stone building was purcliased for a prison in place of 
that before used. 

April 21)th, Charles Morris, James Monk, John Duport, Rol)€rt 
Ewer, Joseph Scott, John Wni. Hoflfeman un<l Leonard Christopher 
Redolf were appointe<l Justices of the Peace. It was re84)lved in 
Council at their sitting on 12th June, that a lottery should l»e hchl 
for building a Light House near Cape Sambro, to raise £450. 
One thousand tickets at £3 each. Prizes from one of £500 to £7 
the lowest. Two hundred prizes, in all amounting to £;J000, 15 per 
cent, to be detlucted from the prizes, to be drawn publicly in the 
Town House at Halifax, under the direction of managers to l)e 
appointed by Goveniment. 

The winter of 1751-2 htwl been severe, but the harliour had not 
been frozen or at all imi>eded by ice, an<l the spring oi^ene*! early, 
and preparations for prosecuting the fishery were soon in active 
operation. 

The (xoverment mills at Dartmouth, under charge of Captain 
Ciapham, were sold at auction in June. They were purchased by 
Major Oilman for £310. 

16tli July — An order passed to strike off the victualling lists all 
the German and Swiss settlers, who had arrived in the Si>eedwell. 

In the spring of 1752, a number of settlers arrived in the Nancy, 
under the charge of Lt. Young. About tlie same time the Marquis 
DeConte, a Sicilian nobleman, and a num])er of other foreign 
settlers, came to Halifax from the island of Tercera, one of the 
Azores, and settled in the town, 
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Governor Comwallts having obtained permission to resign the 
Government, the Hon. Peregrine T. Hopson, was appointed his 
soocessor, and was sworn into office before the Council on Monday, 
3rd August. Mr. Corhwallis, however, did not leave the province 
until after the 10th of October, as he appears to have attended the 
Council held on that day.* 

In September, 1752, John Baptist Co^kT, commonly called Majpr 
Cope, a Mic-Mac chief, head of the Shubenacadie Indians, came in 
with terms of i^eace, which were agreed to. This bears date the 15th 
September, in that year. Immediately after this doc&meut was 
signed, Coi>e left town in a vessel, having requested Capt. W. 
Piggot should be sent to Indian Harl)Our, to meet tlie Indians tliei*o, 
to ratify the Treaty. Mr. Piggot was accordingly dispatched, and 
brought up with him two or three Indians, who appeared before the 
Council, after which they were sent back to Beaver Harbour, under 
the conduct of Mr. Piggot, with blankets, provisions, etc. The 
terms of the Treaty were agreed to and confirmed in Council, and 
the whole was engrossed on parchment and ratified on 22nd 
November, 1752. Tlie names of the Indian delegates on this 
occasion were, Andrew Hodley Martin, Gabriel Martin and Francis 
Jeremiah. Mr. Saul received directions to issue provisions, accord- 
ing to the allowance of the tioops for six months, for 90 Indians, 
that being the number of the tribe under Cope, occupying the 
eastern pail of the province. 

This treaty does not appear to have been respected by the Indian 
Chief, who we find, not more than eight months after its ratification, 
refusing to respect the pass of Governor Hopson to one Anthony 
Cartel, who had been captured by the Indians, in one of the harbours 
eastward of Halifax, and carried through the country to Shuben- 
acadie, the head-quarters of Major Cope, from whom he was 
ransomed by a French inhabitant. It would appear that the terms 
of amity, entered into by Cope and his men with the Government at 
Halifax, had been in some manner without the sanction of Abbe 
LeLoutre, who, when Anthony Cartel was brought before Count 

*Ob Sepf«mbeir 89th, 1758. the flrat flra reffulatlons were imbllshed at Wi^H^^y^ 
amonsT which aro found the foUowinff : Two or three Magistrates mar order a house to 
be palled down or blown np to stop a lire, the owner to be indemnifled by the hoose 
ewnsrs of the Town. The fire wards to be appointed by the JukUoosoC thereaos^ eaoh 
to carry a red staff 6 feet lonir, with a brixht brass spear 6 inches long on it; and other 
rognUtioBs. This cnstoa is suU kept ap in the Citj» or was untU very lately. 
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Raymond at Louisburg, was present, and bb Cartel expresses it, 
inTeighed bitterly against Governor Comwallis, and said if he 
wanted peace he ought to have written to him, and not to have 
treated with the tribe of Indians. That he, Cartel, might depart, 
having been ransomed, but that the first Knglishman he caught 
should be i*etained until he, I^Ix>utre, had full satisfaction for him- 
self and his Indians. 

In April following, two men named John Connor and James 
Grace, arrived at Halifax in an Indian canoe, bringing with them 
BIX Indian scalps. They informed the Council that they and two 
others, having put into a place between Tor Bay and Country 
Harbonr, in a schooner, were captured by the Indians, and carried 
ten miles into the country, where their two companions were 
murdered; that they had surprised the Indians at night, killed 
several, whose scalps they secured, and having escaped to the 
seaside, seized a canoe, and made their way to Halifax. Along the 
coast, both east and west from Halifax, Indian massacres had been 
frequent. Those persons engaged in the fishery, who were com- 
}>elled to land for wood and water, were chiefly the sufferers. 

Much had been said and written in Europe at the time, relative to 
the aggressions of the French, during the suspension of hostilities 
between the two nations. The Indians, from their religion and 
trading intercourse, moi*e favourable to the French in Canada and 
Acadia, were made use of to harass the British settlei*s, who 
(though the two nations were then at peace) were looked upon with 
a jealous eye by the resident French population. A French writer, 
(I refer to a little work, now a scarce book, published during the 
second siege of I^ouisburg), states that tlie English neglected to 
cultivate an acquaintance with the manners and customs of the 
Indians, and it was therefore not surprising at the time, that they 
should show less affection towards them tlian towards the French, 
who had great regard to their humours and inclinations. 

^*> So strong is their aversion to despotic power,'' says the author, 
'' that force will never do ; they will yield to nothing but pei*snasion. 
Though they know nothing of precepts or subordination, yet they 
enjoy almost every advantage derived from well-regulated authority. 
Their laws and customs appear impressed on their hearts. In order 
to gain an ascendancy over them, you must gain their esteem, for 
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they never confide in a person wlioni Uiey do not value, and this 
esteem is very difficult to obtain." 

The savages were exasperated against the English by a speech 
delivered by Count Raymond, at a meeting of the chiefs, in which, to 
suit his own purj^oses, he depicted the most frightful cruelties perpe- 
trated by the English. 

During the Indian hostilities, opposition on the part of the 
Colonists was altogether of a defensive nature. The regular troops, 
as well as the uudisciplineil militia, pro\'ing unfit for such warfare, 
it was found necessary to employ the New England Rangers. These 
were volunteers from the New England provinces, accustomed to 
Indian warfare, many of them Indians and half-bloods. They 
ascended tlie rivers, ])enetratcd into the heai*t of the province, and 
attacked the eneni}' in their strongholds. The Indians finding they 
were opposed by men equally accustomed to the forest with them- 
selves, soon found it their interest to make peace with the British.* 

In 1758, it was found necessary to procure the services of 250 of 
tltese Rangera from New England, by promises of high pay and 
other advantages. I^ong accustomed to the border war with the 
Indians and French of Canada, they had become well disciplined, 
and accustomeil to haiilships and fatigue, and were perhaps at this 
time su[)erior to all other provincial troops in America. The 
Provmcials were troops raised in tlie Colonies at the expense of the 
Pro^incial (irovernment, and were distinct from the Rangers, who 
were indei>endent companies paid by the British Government. They 
served at Havanuah, at Ix)uisburg in the first siege under Peppei*ell, 
and with Wolfe at Ix)uisbui'g and Quebec, and afterwards served to 
form the groundwork of Washington's army in 1775. 

After the fall of Fort William Henry in 1758, it was said that the 
Marquis dc Montcalm sent a number of prisoners taken at that 
place, in a vessel to Halifax. They were Provincial soldiers, 
chiefiy from the New England provinces. This was said to have 
been an attempt to introduce the small pox into Halifax, many of the 
men being ill of the disorder on their embarkation. Providence, 
however, frustrated this benevolent design. The prisoners being 
kept on low diet, half starved, and exposed to the cold, soon 

^ Govomor CornwallU roduccd the lUngwai Ho thought Ooreham very Inooni' 
potent to oonimaiicl them. 
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recovered, while the French in chai^ of the vesael, having indulged 
in the nse of wine and strong fare, were thrown down with the 
disease, and neaiiy all perished. The vessel was brought into port 
by the prisoners.^ 

In the spring of 1751, nine hundred and fifty-eight Protestant 
German settlers arrived, and in the following year 1000 more.t 
The latter were from Montbeliard, of the Confession of Augsburgh, 
and were placed under the spiritual charge of the Rev. J. B. 
Moreau. They had been induced to emigrate by promises from 
King Geoi*ge 11, which it is said were never realized. Considerable 
difficulty appears to have been ex|>erienced by the Government in 
providing a suitable situation for settling so large a number of 
persons. The original design with regard to the foreign Protestants 
was to place them in the interior of the country, on the lands 
unoccupied by the French Acadians, it being supposed that their 
proximity to and intercourse with the French, would be the means 
of lessening the bad feeling which had been fostered by emissaries 
from Canada. The project was unfavorably received by the 
Acadians. There were, however, other difficulties iu the way of its 
accomplishment, of a particular nature, which compelled the Govern- 
ment to abandon the object. The want of sufficient provisions to 
maintain so many settlers through the winter, the lateness of the 
season, and the helplessness of a large portion of the Germans, who 
were unfit for labour, induced the Government to place them in the 
neighbourhood of Halifax. It was at first proposed iu Council to 
send them to the opposite side of the harbour over against Geoi*ge's 
Island, and Captain Morris was sent to survey the grounds. The 
mouth of Musquodoboit River was also suggested, and a sui*vey of 
that part of the country ordered, but the distance from Halifax and 
the danger of the Indians, rendered the scheme impracticable. ^' All 
I could do,*' says the Governor, ''was to build boarded barracks 
for them. They must be sustained by Government until they are 
capable of raising something of their own ; most of them are poor 
and wretched, and have scarce a farthing of money among them." 

These people had been collected together by a Mr. Dick, the 
Government agent for that purpose. He had persuaded these who 

* This story was rdatod by the late Titus Smith, who reooived it froiii his fmthor. 
\ The natneB of the settlen who arrived after June and Jnl/t 17491 are not to bo 
found among tho records of tho ooontry. 
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came oat this year to sell everything they possessed even to their 
bedding^ before going on board ; and they stated that owing to the 
want of bedding and other conveniences, many of them died on the 
passage and since their arrival. Many of these people are repre- 
sented as very old, and as objects fitter to be kept in almshoases, 
several of them above 80 years of age. The Governor in his letter 
to the Board of Trade, says, " On the ^26th September last, when 
the last of these settlers were landed, thei-e were 80 of them who 
could not stir off the beach, and among the children there were 8 
orphans, M'ho in twelve days increased to 14 by the 46ath of their 
parents. These had to be removed to the public orphan hoose, and 
had the best care taken of them." Many of these settlers became 
discontented with their condition, and went off to the Island of St. 
John, where tliey endeavoured to settle themselves. The difficulty 
of procuring provisions was very great. The Government appears 
to have been altogether dependent on the contracts of Althorp and 
Hancock of Boston, and Delaney and Watts of New York, for the 
necessary supplies for the settlement. 

In June, 1753, about 1500 of these German settlers embarked 
for Malagash Harbour, west of Malione Bay, where they afterwards 
built the town of Lunenburg. They were accompanie<l by a 
company of Haiio;crs under Major Goreham. The expedition was 
placed under tlic conimar.d of Col. Charles Lawrence. Thci-e were 
also some regular troops, under Major Patrick Sutherland, who took 
a very active part in planting the settlement. Lieutenant John 
Creighton, of Warluirton's Regiment, also accompanied the German 
settlers, and also the Rev. .1. B. Moreau, who officiated as their 
minister. 

The Lunenburg settlers were ptace<l nnder similar regulations 
with those at Halifax, and received Government allowance for 
several years after their arrival at Malagash. 

After the removal of the Germans from Halifax to Lunenburg, 
there were but 15 German families left in the north suburbs. Not 
knowing any English, they formed themselves into a separate 
congregation for religious worship, and built themselves a small 
house upon the German burial ground on Brunswick street, in which 
they had prayers every Sunday. In 1760, a steeple was boilt on 
this house, and the next year the Rev, Dr. Breynton, Rector of 8t« 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 Nntvi Scntia Historical Society. 

Paal's, preached there for the first time, and it was on that occasion 
dedicated by tlie name of St. George's Chiireli. 'I'hc congregation 
followed the English Chnrdi rules of doctrine and appointed their 
Elders and Vesti^. This old building still remains in its primitive 
state, the only monument now remaining of the old (ierman settle- 
ment, called Uutchtown. 

in October, 1752, Mr. Cotterall was api)ointed to the Conncil, 
and John DuiKti-t sworn in Clerk of the Council. An order in 
Conncil and proclamation appeared on the 14th of November, 
forbidding i>ersons fi-om assembling or carrying al)out effigies on the 
anniversary of the holiday, called (lunpowtler Treason, l>eing the 
16tli of Noveml)er, acconling to tlie alteration of the style. 

At the Council lield on the 22nd OecemiMn*, 1752, tlic «)ustices 
were ordered to look out for a pro|)er place for a bridewell or work- 
house, and to form a plan for the builcling of n block-house for that 
puq>ose, and to obtain an estimate of the probable expense, and to 
report rules and regidations for tlie government of the same. The 
Constables werc to go about the streets on Sundays to prevent 
disorders, and to make a rei)ort to the Justices in the evening after 
divine ser\ice, and t/> apprehend disorderly persons during tlie 
night. Proprietors of land were oblige<1 to fence tlieir quota ; on 
failure, to be liable to an action for the recovery of the charges for 
fencing the same. 

All proprietors of land upon the iieninsula of Halifax were 
directed to clear half their lots by 1st May, 175.^, to clear the 
remainder and fence the whole by 1st May, 1754, otherwise the lots 
would be forfeited and be disposed of to others who would improve 
them. And an oixier was made for i)ermission to John Connore, to 
assign the Dartmouth Ferry to Henry Wynne and William 
Manthome. 

Among the local events recorded this year, was a robbery in one 
of the King's storehouses, which was broken open on the night of 
the 2Gth October. There was also a cartel published by Governor 
Hopson, for the exchange of prisoners with the French Government 
in Canada. 

The most important circumstance of tlie year, however, was a 
charge against the Justices of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas, 
sent in to the Conncil by a numl)er of the most influential iuhabl- 
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tants, charging them with partiality, and prajing for a public 
hearing. This document was presentetl to the Council in December, 
and was signed by Joshua Maugcr, Joseph Rnndel, Isaac Knott, John 
Grant, Francis Martin, Edward Crawley, Richard Catlierwood, 
Robeit Campbell, William Nesbitt, Jolin Webb, William McGee, 
Sebastian Zouberbuhler, Samuel Sellon and Isaac Deschamps. 
These chaises came on for liearing liefore the Council on 3rd 
January following; they consisted of ten distinct charges against 
Charles Morris, James Monk, John Duport, Rolieii; Ewer and 
William Bourn, Esquires, Justices of the Inferior Court of Common 
Pleas, for the Town and County of Halifax, and were^signed by tlie 
following inhabitants : 



Joshua Mauger, 
S. Zonl)erbuhler, 
Samuel Sellon, 
Eilwanl Hucklcton, 
James Porter, 
Daniel Wood, 
Jonathan Clifford, 
William Schwartz, 
Edward Crawley, 
William Jeffray, 
Vere Rous, 
Francis Martin, 
John RrfK>ks, 
Henry Wilkinson, 
William Nesbitt, 
John Wooilin, 
James Ford, 
George Featherstone, 
Thos« Mattison, 
Joseph Antony, 
Alex. Kedy, 
James Fullon, 
William Murray, 



]x)uis Triquet, 
William Chipham, 
John Webb, 
Rol»crt Catlierwood, 
John Walker, 
Geo. Peter DeBreg, 
Richanl Hollis, 
Henry Sibley, 
^Iward O'Brien, 
Henry O'Brien, 
Thos. Wynne, 
John Grant, 
William Vanselson, 
Cheync Bro-vnjohn, 
Richard Tritton, 
Edward Lukey, 
Cyrus Jannin, 
John Willis, 
Roger HiU, 
Js. Deschampa, 
Robert Grant, 
William McGee, 
Joseph Rnndel. 



This affair arose from a dispute which occurred between the 
Government and Captain Ephraim Cook, who had l»eeii discharged 
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from the Commission of the Peace by Governor Cornwallis for bad 
behaviour, and appears to have been the result of party feeling. 

It resulted in additional numlx^i-s l)eing addeil to tlie l)ench of 
Magistrates, and the Oovemor and Council availed themselves of 
this affair to urge upon the Government the necessity of having a 
Chief Justice. 

The necessity of a properly organized Militia force being kept up, 
had liecome apparent, in consequence of the continual threats of 
hostility on the part of the Indians and native French ; it was there- 
fore resolved on 22nd March, 175.^, that a Militia should be raised 
and established for the security of the Pi*oviuce, and a proclamation 
was accordingly issued, compelling all persons (except foreigners, 
who were to he placed elsewhere) between the ages of 1(5 and 60, to 
serve in the Militia. 

On the fii-st day of June, another proclamation was issued for a 
muster of the Militia. Those of the south suburbs to assemble 
within the pickets opposite the end of Barriugton Street, near 
Horseman's Fort. Those of the north 8uburl)s, between the Grena- 
dier Fort and Lutteral's Fort, an<l those of the town on the 
esplanade, near the Citadel Hill. 

On tlie 12th of April, 1753, Glaude Gisigash, an Indian who 
styled himself Governor of LaHave, appeared l)ofoi"0 the Council, 
and having declared his intention of making peace, terms of amity 
were drawn up and signed by the (Governor and tlie Indian Ciiief, on 
the part of himself and his people. The terms were the same as 
tliose made with Major Cope, and it was arranged that some of his 
tri]>e should come up and ratify the treaty. 

Governor Ilopson went home on leave in the autunm of 1758, and 
the government was administered by Col. Lawrence. In one of his 
last letters to the Board of Trade, in reference to the disturbed state 
of the country, Governor Ilopson says, '^ Your Lordships may 
imagine how disagreeable it is to me to see His Majesty's rights 
encroached upon, and those encroachments openly avowe<l and 
supported by the (iovernors of Canada and Louisburg, when it is 
not in my power to prevent it. I have barely a sufficient force to 
protect the settlers from the insults of an Indian war, under 
pretence of which the French take an opportunity to commit 
hostilities upon His Majesty's subjects, 1 am informed that the 
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French have often been niixecl among tliem in the expeditions, 
and am convinced past doubt that they are fed and protected from 
our pursuit, and are encouraged to disturb us as openly and in as 
great a degree as in time of war/' 

There were thi'ee still houses in Halifax in 1753. Mr. Best tlie 
master mason, and Mr. Clewley the master carpenter, having been 
ordered to insi}ect them. The return was as follows : 

Mr. Richard Bowers, 2 stills in Granville Street. 

Wm. MuiTay, 1 still in Grafton Street, reported not safe. 

Jonathan Giflford, 1 still in Barrington Street. " 

October 16th, Mr, John Greenwood presented a petition to the 
Council, stating that he had paid passage for 12 men, 1 woman and 
2 children, foreign settlers, with the Governor's leave. They 
engaged to serve him for a year, but having been removed to 
Lunenburg by the Governor's orders, he lost their services ; he was 
allowed £79 6s., the labour of 12 men for 96 days. 

Governor Uopson took leave of the Council on 26th Octol>er, and 
received an address on his departure, lie sailed for England on the 
2nd November following. 

On the 16tli November, two Indians appeared before the Council, 
who had been sent from Lunenburg by Col. Sutherland. ^ They stated 
they were of the tiibc of Cape Sable Indians, which consisted of 
about 60 people with two chiefs; that Baptiste Thomas, one of 
their priests, was one of their (chiefs, and the other Francis Jean de 
Perisse was not a chief, but deputed by the other chief. They 
stated that they had never joined with the other Indians to molest 
the English; that on the contrary they had always exhibited a 
friendly spirit, in consequence of which they had never received any 
assistance from the French. The Council gave them 2000 pounds 
of bread, 3 barrels of pork, 20 blankets, 30 iK)unds powder, some 
shot, tobaccQ and other articles, also two gold-laced hats for their 
chiefs, and one sdver-laced for the deputy. 

The close of this year was occupied by the Governor and Council, 
in investigation of tlie riots which occurred at Lunenburg, known as 
the Hoffman Rebellion. It was found necessary to send Col. 
Monkton with a body of regular troops to suppress the riots. Mr. 
Hoffman, the sup^xxsed ringleader, was brought to Halifax and 
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imprisoned on George's Island. He was afterwards tried and 
sentenced to a fine of £100 or two years imprisonment. 

It may be proper to advert to the religious condition of tlie settle- 
ment at this period, llic greater portion of the inhabitants wei-c 
at this time of the Church of England. The Protestant Germans had 
nearly all united themselves to that Church, and sought ibission- 
aries from the S*. P. G. Society. 

The Rev. John Breyuton succeeded Mr. Tutty in St. Paul's. In 
1 752, he reported that half of the population had professed them- 
selves members of the Church, and that the actual communicants 
wei-e between 500 and 600. 

Mr. Breyuton established an Orphan House, and the Orphan 
School was under his superintendence. In 1753, fifty poor children 
were diligently instructed. Ralph ShaiTock was the school-master. 
In 1753, the Rev. Thomas Wood from the Province of New Jersey, 
was appointed to assist Mr. Breynton, and he remained jointly in 
charge with Mr. Breyuton until 17G3, when he was removed to 
Annapolis. 

It may here be observed, that on the establishment of Repre- 
sentative Government at Halifax, in 1758, among the first acts of 
the Assembly, was that for the support of Religious Worship, which 
contained a clause for the free toleration of all Protestant dissenters, 
whether Lutherans, Calvinists, etc., completely exempting them 
from all charges for the support of the Established Church. By 
this act, the right of the parishioners of St. Paul's and all- future 
parishes, to present their own minister to the ordinary for induction 
was declared, and immediately after its publication, the parishioners 
of the parish of St. Paul's, in the Town of Halifax, presented the 
Reverend John Breyuton and the Reverend Thomas Wood as joint 
Rectors, or ** Rector and Vicar," as they were called, to the 
Governor, who immediately went through the form of induction, a 
ceremony thought necessary in order to entitle them to privileges of 
incumbents. The record of this fact will be found in the correspon- 
dence of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel at that 
period. 

During the winter of 1753-4, there had been no disturbance from 
the Indians, and the Government availed themselves of the ppiK>r- 
tunity of sending out proper persons to make a survey of the 
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country arouud. The winter was mild and the frost not so severe 
OS usual or of so long continuance. The valley of the Shnben- 
acmlie had been examined, but it was not found available for 
settlement, being the principal resort of the Indians under Cope. 
The Township of Lawrencetown including Chezzetcook, had also 
been undertaken, and further grants of land in that quarter of the 
country were sought for in the following spring. 

The desei-tion of many of the lower orders of the Gennan settlers 
at Lunenburg is mentioned ; they appear to have gone over to the 
French. Governor Lawrence in liis letter to the Board of Trade, 
August let. 17o4, speaking of the Frencli, says, "Thay have not 
for a long time brought anything to our markets, but on the other 
hand have carried everything to the French and Indians." 

At this time the laud was being cleared for the Battery at the east 
side of the harl>our, the site probably of the present eastern battery. 
A fort was also in progress of erection at Lawrencetown when the 
settlement was progi*essing, not having been disturl)ed by the 
Indians. This settlement haii been fornied by Governor Lawrence 
in consequence of the good meadow lauds at the head of the 
harbour, and he granted the township to 20 proprietoi^s and built a 
blockhouse for their protection. But the undertaking was not 
jH'osperous, and liually failed to answer the object intended, owing 
to its exposed situation and the distance from Halifax. 

The arrival of the Vulture, sloop-of-war, Capt. Keuzey, from the 
Bay of Fundy, produced much excitement in the Town ; she bi-ought 
several prisoners charged with murder, who were lodged in jail to 
take their trial before the General Court.* 

Benjamin Street, Samuel Thornton and John Pastree, were placed 
on tlieir trial for the murder of one of the midshipmen and a sailor 
of the Vulcan. It appeared on the trial that a schooner, of whidi 
the parties charged were part of the crew, commanded by one 
Hovey, belonging to Boston or some part of New England, was 
found trading in the Bay of Fundy and supplying the French with 
provisions, etc. Capt. Kenzey sent a boat aboard Hovey's shallop, 
under the idea that he had contraband goods on board. The crew 
refused to allow tlie man-of-war boat to come alongside, and fired 

* Mr. Nisbott vraM Attomoy GcBoral at tho tlnio. He bud beon acting in that office 
since the Spring of 1762. 
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into lier, killing Mr. Jolly and woanding several others. Hovcy, 
the master, appears to have gone below and hid himself during the 
whole affair.' He was discovered in his berth by the ofHcer in com- 
mand of the man-of-war boat, after the sloop had been captured. 
This affair occun*ed in July, 1754, and the trial took place before 
the Chief Justice in Michaelmas Term of that year. This was the 
first sitting at which Chief Justice Belcher presided. The thi*ee 
prisoners were acquitted of the murder, but it would appear they 
were found guilty of the minor offence, as they were sentenced to 
six months imprisonment, and afterwards placed on hoard a man- 
of-war (1755). Joseph Hovey, the master, was discharged, the 
grand jury refusing to find a bill of indictment against him. 

The following appointments were made by the grand jury in 
Michaelmas Term, 1754: Gaugers of Casks, Paul Pritchard and 
Lewis Piers ; Sur\'eyer8 of Pickled Fish, Henr}' Ferguson and Daniel 
Hills ; Cullers of D17 Fish, Charles King and K. Gerrott ; Cullers 
of Hoops and Staves, Dennis Heffernan and Benoni Bartlctt; 
Surveyors of Lumber, etc., Joseph Scott and Joseph Marshall; 
Surveyora of Cordwood, Samuel McClure, Josiali Milliken and 
Joseph Wakefield. 

On Monday 14tli October, 1754, Jonathan Belcher, Esq., was 
sworn in Chief Justice. The Court then adjourned to the Court 
House, where His Majesty's Commission was read, appointing Lt. 
Governor Lawrence, Governor General of the province. Mr. 
Belcher's appointment bears date in July. At the commencement 
of Michaelmas Term, the following ceremonies and procession were 
observed, the first of the kind ever seen in Nova Scotia. On the 
first day of Michaelmas Term, the Chief Justice walked from tlie 
Governor's house honoured by the pi*eseuce of His Excellency 
Charles Lawrence, Esq., Lieutenant Governor, and accompanied by 
the Honourable the Members of H. M. Council, proceeded by the 
Provost Marshal, the Judge's tipstaff, and other civil officers, the 
gentlemen of the Bar attending in their go^ns, and walking in 
procession to the long room at Pontach's, where an elegant break- 
fast was provided, where the Chief Justice in his scarlet robes, was 
received and complimented in the politest manner, by a great 
number of gentlemen and ladies, and oflAcers of the Army. Break- 
fast being over, they proceeded with the commission before them, to 



Digitized by 



Google 



IBstory of Halifax CUy. 45 

church, where an excellent Bermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Breynton, from these words : ^^ I am one of them that are peaceable 
and faithful in Israel." A suitable anthem was sung,' after which 
they proceeded to the Court House, which upon this occasion was 
very handsomely fitted up, where the Chief Justice being seated 
with his Kxcellency the Lieuteuant Governor on his i*ight hand 
under a canopy, the clerk of the Crowa presented His Majesty's 
commission to the Chief Justice, apix>inting him to be Chief Justice 
within the province, which l>eing returned, and proclamation for 
silence l»eing made, tlie same was read, and directions "Were given 
by the Chief Justice for the cou<luct of the practitioners, and the 
grand jury api>eiiiing in Court upon tlie i-eturn of the precept, were 
sworn and charged by the Chief Justice, and the business of the day 
licing finisheil, the Court adjourned. His Honor the Chief Justice, 
accompanied and attcnde<l as before, returned to the Governor's 
house. A few days after Mr. Chief Justice Belcher, the Provost 
Marshal, the gentlemen of the Bar, and other officers of H. M. 
Supremo Court, and the gentlemen of the grand jury, waited on his 
Exellency the Lieutenant Governor, wlien the Chief .Justice, in his 
ro})es of office, addressed his Kxcellency in the name of the whole, 
as follows : 

'* Sin, — We esteem it our indispensable duty to testify our zeal, 
** as Chief Justice, provost marshal, grand jurors, practitioners and 
" officers of H. M. Supreme Court of judicature, for the interest of 
*' this province, and the protection of its laws, our attachment to your 
•* person, and our respect and gratitude for your eminent ser\'ices, 
*' by expressing our joy in His Majesty appointing you to the chief 
'* command of this his dominion of Nova Scotia. We shall ever 
'^ consider it as essential to our fidelity in the execution of the laws, 
** to exert our most vigilant endeavors for the ease and success of 
''your administrations, and not only to suppress any measure^ 
i' subversive of your consultations for the public goo<l, but at all 
'* times affectuate the means prescribed by you for the prosperity of 
'* the province. Our solicitude for the advancement of justice 
♦' under the laws, cannot be more fervently expresseil, than by the 
'' tender of our ardent wishes for your l)eing and happy continuance 
*' in the chief chair of this Government," 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 Nova Scotia Hhtorio^il Sochhf, 

To which his Kxcelleney the Lieutenant CJovonior was pleased to 
make the following answer : 

'* Mr. Chief Justice an<i gentlemen of the Supreme Court and 
*' grand jury : 

'' I have the highest sense of this testhnony of your zeal for the 
'* public welfare and your esteem for me. \ should be much 
" wanting in my duty if 1 did not embrace this opportunity of return- 
" ing my thanks for the late pious, learned and eloquent charge from 
" the Uench, and I doubt not, gentlemen, but your vigilance and 
*' fidelity in tlie service of your country will have its desired eff(H»t. 

'* Whihi r have the power to sit in the chair, be assured the 
'^ authority of (government shall l>e ready to 8upi>ort the law, for 
'' the law, gentlemen, is the firm and solid basis of civil society, the 
'^ guardian of liberty, the protection of tlie innocent, the terror of 
'' the guilty, and the scourge of the wicked. 

'' ClIAllKES LaWUKXCE.** 

Governor Lawrence in his letter of 12th ,rauuary, 17iii), says, ^' I 
am now preparing to build three batteries of 10 guns each in front 
of the town, and contemplate finishing them in good time. These 
batteri(»s were erected along the line of the shore. The middle or 
King's ]>attery stood where the (Queen's wharf now is, there was 
another at the pi-csout Ordnance Yard, another near the site of 
Fairbanks wharf, and a fourth at the present Lumlier Yard, which 
latter still remains." 

The batteries along the front of the town were com[)leted during 
the summer of ITri'), an<l a plan of them sent to Kngland in June of 
that year, They were twelve feet in height al)ove high water mark, 
two hundred and forty feet in length, and sixty-five in breadth. 
The parapet raise<l on these was seven feet high, and the materials 
consisted of \og» and timl)er framed and filled up with gravel, 
stones, earth and sand. The materials consisted of 1K">00 logs of 25 
feet, 1280 tons of square timber and 25,000 tons weight of gravel 
and earth, the whole expense about £5,iJ00. TJie work was com- 
menced in Jaiuiary, 1755, and completed late in the summer. 20 
guns weix» mounted on these three batteries in July of that year — 
the other batteries were afterwards added. 

An attempt was nmde this year to involve the Government in a 
dispute with the Indian tribes. Paul Laurant, an Indian Chief of the 
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Mie-Mac trilx?, appearec) befoi'c the Council on 12th February, 1755, 
and informed them that he and another Indian Chief named 
Algamud, had set out from lieausejour for Ilalifax in order to treat 
of peace, Imt that the Chief had fallen sick at Cobeqnid and hail 
intraated him with the proposals. They demanded the whole 
eastern section of the Pi'ovinee, from Cobequid to Canso, to be set 
apart for them as feeding and hnntiug grounds. Being asked what 
security he could give that the IndiauH Vrould keep the peace, he said 
he could say nothing to that, being only desired to bring in the 
tenns. The Council dismissed him with a pmmise of ati answer in 
writing. An answer in writing was drawn up and signed by the 
Governor on 13th February, 175;"), which expressed a willingness on 
tlic part of the Governor and Council to allow them such lands as 
would be snfHcieut for their purposes. It mentioned the i>erildious 
breaches of all former treaties on the part of the Indians, and where 
their conduct was complained of that the Trilies themselves had 
disallowed all anthority on the part of their Chiefs to make such 
treaties, and that the (rovernor and Council demanded a full attend- 
ance of Chiefs Iwfore them, with full power to treat, )>oforc any 
further proceedings could lie taken. 

On the 3rd and 4th Jul}*, the Council was cngagc<l with the 
French Deputies, again on Htli, ir»th and 28th same month. 

The defence of the settlement was the next subject of delilKira- 
tion and the protection from the incursions of the Frencli along the 
Bay of Fundy and fi'om Ix)ui«burg, botli nations Iwing at the time 
arrayed against each other in open warfare. 

On the 18th Febnnir}', 1755, Mrs. Gi-een, wife of Hon. Benj. 
Green, and her family. Captain Horatio (iates and Mra. Crates, with 
Captain Hale and their servants ami baggage, were received on 
boanl Captain Rogei-s' sloop for Boston. Captain Ciates had been 
one of the Aide8-<le-Camp of (lovemor Cornwallis, he was after- 
wards a General in the American Revolutionary Army.* 

The loss of the Mars, a 70 gun ship, occurred off the harbour in 
May, 1755. It was in an easterly gale and snpposexl to be the fault 
of the pilot, liuns and crew were all saved. The Mars rock at 
the western entrance of tlie bay marks the spot. The gims and 
stores wei-e brought to Halifax. Admiral Holbom*s letter announc- 

^ ^ee Bio^raphlcfO noto in the Ufit Chaptor. 
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itig the loss of the ship bears date the 28th May, off Halifax 

Harbour. 

30th December, 1755, Montague Wilmot and Charles Morris, 

having been apponited to the Council, were sworn in. The otlier 

members were John Collier, Mr. Cotterell, Robert Monktou and 

Captain Rous. 

A number of French prizes, taken by the fleet under Admiral 

Hoscawen, were this summer brought into Halifax. There were in 

these 11), 998 gallons of rum and brandy. 

A Mr. Kills had for several years held the office of (lovernor of 

Nova Scotia, and received the emoluments, but never came out. Lt. 

(Jovernor Lawrence received tiie appointment of (xOveruor-in-Chicf 

on the resignation of Mr. Ellis, and Colonel Monktou became Lt* 

Governor; their commissions were read and they sworn into ofilcc 

on 23itl July, this year. 

The following census of the town appears to imve been taken 

al»out 1755 or 175G : — 

Masters of families paying i>oor tax . . . 2i}i\ 
Male children l>etwecn 12 an<l 21 years of age 182 

Male children under 12 291 

Transient pei'sons who pay no taxes • . . 108 

837 

Man*ie<l w(mien 24 1 

( f iris unmarried above 12 years old . . . . 2G1 

Girls under 12 years of age 345 

Women servants 71 

918 

1755 
The only other event of this year wortliy of notice was the 
following melancholy affair detailed in Col. Sutherland's letter from 
Lunenburg, dated 12th September. "Yesterday,** he says, '* 1 
received the melancholy account of Mr. Payzant*s house being burned 
in Mahone Bay, and that he himself and other people who were with 
him, were killed by the Indians. I immediately sent out an ofiicer 
and pai-ty, which returned this morning, by whom I am infonned 
that on Payzant's Island the house is burned, he with another young 
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man killed and scalped, a woman servant and child also killed and 
scalped near the water side. His wife and four children missing. 
The young man was son to a family which lived on Captain Rous's 
Tsland. As his hands were tied the gentlemen immediately con- 
jectured some further mischief was done tliere, and on their aiTival 
they found the man thereto l)eIonging, likewise scalped. It appears 
that Captain Rous's is the most advancet^ settlement, that they 
jRi-st came there and took the boy to conduct them to Payzant's.'* 
Mr. Payzant came to this country with a strong recommendation 
from Mr. Pownall, secretary to the Board of Trade. The death of 
James Payzant, Ksquire, a clerk in the office of the Secretary of 
State, of the age of 100 yeare is annouuccil in the I^ndon Gazette 
for 1757. This was probably the father of the gentleman who came 
out to Halifax, to whom Mr. Secretary Pownall's recommendation 
referred." 

1756. tlanuary 2Cth, the term of Hcni-y Wynne and William 
Mantiiorn*s licences of the Dartmouth and Halifax feiTy having 
expired, John Rock |)etitioued and obtained tlie same on the terms 
of his pi'cdccessors. 

On the 30th June, 1757, Lord Jx)udon arrived at Halifax with 
the troops from New York, destined for the invasion of Cai>c 
Bi*eton. 

Saturday, 16th July, 1757, His Kxcellency acquainted the Council 
that the Vay\ of Loudon had this day vepreseuted to him that a 
fever hud broken out among the troops, under His Loixlship's 
conunand, occasioned by the great quantities of rum that were sold to 
the soldiers by unlicensed retailei-s, and if continued must prove of 
fatal consequences to the sen'icc ; and unless steps were immediately 
taken to effectually stop the same, he would feel himself justified in 
ordering all liquors found in the . possession of such unlicensed 
retailers to be destroyed. The Council empowered the Provost 
Marshal and his deputies to enter such houses, seize the liquors and 
place them in the King's store until the army and navy departed. 

On the 1st Noveml)er, 1757, the grand jury of the -County of 
Halifax petitioned the Governor and Council on behalf of the 
inhabitants of the town, that the town should be put into some state 
of defence *' for the preservation of the place, the inhabitants, their 
families and effects." They stated tliat the property, etc., was 
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insecure from the want of proper defences; that the people were 
willing to assist in the work, and intimated that if their prayer 
could not be heard^ humbly beg that they *^ may immediately know 
it in order to take the iirst op|K>rtunity of conveying tliemselvcs, 
their families and effects, to a place of safety in some of the neigh- 
bouring Colonies.'* A previous petition had been presented to 
the Governor, to which no answer had been returned. The names 
Attached to the petition were, Robert Saunderson, Joseph Rundell, 
John Anderson, Paul Pritchard, Hugh McCoy, Joseph Fairbanks, 
William Schwartz, Robert Campbell, William Pantree, John Killick, 
John Brooks, Henry Wilkinson, Walter Manning, John Slayter, 
Richard Catherwood, Joseph Piei-ce, Alexander Cunningham, 
Richard Tritson, Jonathan Gifford and Benjamin Leigh. 

The boundaries of tlie Township of Halifax were settled by order 
in Council 20th May, 1758, as follows: That until said township 
can be more particularly described, the limit thereof shall be deemed 
to be as follows : 

To comprehend all the lands lying southerly of a line extending 
from the westernmost head of Bedford Basin, across the northerly 
head of St. Margai*et's Bay, with all tlie Islands neai* to said land, 
together with the Islands called Comwallis Island,* Webb's and 
Rous' Island. t 

Minutes of Council 21st June, 1758: Mr. Josiah Marshall 
pro\Kmed to build a workhouse, 50 feet long, 20 feet wide and 8 
feet high, in the town, llie timber to be laid close, with a roof 
double boarded and shingled ; to have 4 windows on each side, each 
window to have nine panes of glass and three iron grates ; to have a 
staircase in the entry and a whipping post. The building to be 
placed on a good dry wall. Mr. Marshall's tender for £200 sterling, 
finding materials and labour, was accepted. 

To Charles Morris, Joshua Manger and Chai'les Pi'octor, 
Esquires. ** Whereas, it has been thought proi)er to convert to the 
*^ use of the public, a piece of land called Goreham's Point and the 
<^ lands next ajaoent, lying in the north suburbs of Halifax, 
*^ formerly allotted to sundry persons, who have cleared and 
^' improved the same and erected some buildings upon them; they 

^NowMcNab'^ 

t Ni>w known m Lawlor's and Devil's Islands. 
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^^ were directed to valae the lands and proportion each owner's 
^^ extent therein, and report to His Excellency. Dec. 9thf 1758.'' 

This is the site of the Commissioners' House in the present 
Dockyard. 

l^ecember 9th, 1758. Peter Marquis de Conte and Gravina, 
convicted for intent to commit rape on a child under the age of ten 
years, was sentenced by the Court to walk between the hours of 1 1 
and 12 this day from the uoi*th to the south side of the Parade, and 
from thence to the jail w^ith a paper placed on his breast with his 
crime inscribed thereon, and to be confined for three months and 
fined thirty pounds; to remain in jail till the same be paid. 
Governor Lawrence remitted the first part of this sentence. The 
Marquis de Conte was a Sicilian nobleman ; he had been an oflScer in 
Goreham's Rangers. 

December 29th. 1758. It appears by an advertisement of this 
date, that Governor Lawrence had wells sunk and pumps erected as 
reser^'oirs against fires, and that they had been damaged by some 
unknown person. His Excellency caused them to be put in repair. 

Governor Lawrence, in his letter to the Board of Trade, 3rd 
November, 1759, mentions that the masonry of Sambro Light House 
had been some time finished, and that the lantern was then in 
progress of erection. That a chart of the harbour was also in 
progress, as also proper directions for piloting in ships with safety. 
Copies of these directions were enclosed in his letter. 

It appears that in the year 1758, the Governor appropriated out 
of the old crown duty money for the Light House £1,000, for the 
Work House £500, for the Chui*ch £400, and for the Meeting 
House £100. 

Again in 1760, for the Light House £987 5s. 5d. 

" 452 10 10 

*^ 635 6 8 

£2075 2s. lid. 

For the Work House £5,456, for the Church £850 18s. 6., 
Meeting House £174 Os. 4d., Jail £208 lis. 9d. 

Captain Rous was placed in charge of the Light House, a post 
which he occupied for many years. This was not Captain John 
Rous, the member of Council, but a relative of his from New 
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2l8t December, 1758. The Goveruor and Council iippropnateil 
the sum of £400, raised by duties on liquors, towards the church iu 
Halifax, under the duection of Benjamin Green, John Collier, 
Charles Monis, Robert Saunderson and Henry Newton, connnis- 
sioners for that puri)ose. 

[Extract of letter from Loulsburg, Juno 0th.] 

** Admiral Saunders, with the squadron under his command, 
^' arrived iu good condition on the 2l8t April off Louisbnrg, but on 
'* account of ice blockading the harbour, was obliged to bear away 
*' on the 26th for Halifax, whence he arrived on the first of May." 

Jane 16th, 175*J. Peter Marquis de Contc and Cfraxini, was 
released from his imprisonment, he having paid his fine. This 
gentleman died at Halifax. His will is recorded in the probate 
office. 

Thursday 16th August, 1751), William Cotteral, Robert Grant and 
Montague Wilmot, Esquires, Councillors, being al)sent from the 
Province, the (Governor appointed Richard Bulkeley, Thomas Saul 
and Josei)h Gerrish, who were this day sworn in and took their 
seats. 

Febrtiary, 1760, two Indian Cliiefs attended the Council, and 
were presented with laced blankets, laced hats, etc. They were 
informed that the same would be sent to the Chief of the St. John's 
Indians, and that the treaty of peace would be ready to be signed 
to-morrow, and if the wind was favourable they should embark on 
Sunday. 

In Council Uth March, 1760, the Governor appointed the Hon. 
Jonathan Belcher, Benjamin Green, John Collier, Charles Morris, 
Richaid Bulkeley, Thomas Saul and Joseph Gerrish, Esquires, and 
William Nesbitt, John Dupoi-t, Joseph Scott, John Creighton, 
Sebastian Zoubcrbuhler, l^Mward Crawley, Charles Proctor and 
Benjamin Gerrish, Esquires, to be justices of the peace for the town 
and county of Halifax. Charles Morris, John Duport, Joseph 
Scott, Joseph GeiTish and Edward Crawley, Esquires, to be justices 
of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas for the county of Halifax, 
to tlie several of whom His Excellency then administered the oath 
requisite. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Notwithstaiulinp: the advantages lieUl out by (Toverument to the 
settlei'ft at Halifax, and the repeated large grants of money ])y 
Parliament, the people were rapidly removing to the old Colonies. 
Little progress had l>ccn made in clearing the country. The fishery, 
one of the main inducements of the settlement, was almost alto- 
gether neglected, and the population was i-educed to mucji less than 
half its original numl>cr. They subsisted chiefly on the money 
expended by the Army and Navy, and were dependent on Boston 
for their provisions and many other necessary supplies. 

In 175r>, Dr. lireyntou, the minister at St. Paul's, estimated the 
inhabitants of Halifax at 1,300, eight hundred of whom professed 
themselves niend)erH of the Church of England; and again in 1763, 
eight years later, according to the Doctor's returns to the Propaga- 
tion Society, the number was still found not to exceed one thousand 
and three hundred souls ; nine hundreil and fifty of them l>eing of 
the Church of England, and three hundred and fifty Protestant 
Dissenters and Roman Catholics. 

Fp to the year 1757, the enormous sum of £560,000 sterling had 
l>eeu exjjended on the settlements, and though in some respects the 
Colony liad Ix^en considered a failure, yet in a military point of ^iew 
it was of incalcuhi))le importance to Great Britain, and to its 
position as a naval and military depot may l>e ascribed in a gieat 
measure the downfall of the French power in America. 

On 30tii June, 1757, Lord Loudon with his transports and 12,000 
regulars and provincials arrived at Halifax, and on July following, 
Admiral Hol])orn arrived with his fleet. This armament, which 
was destined for an attack on Louisbui-g, left Halifax early in 
August, but having proved a failure the fleet returne<l to England in 
Septeml)er, but rx>ndon returned with his army to New York ; they 
lK)th left Halifax on the same day, J 6th August. Holl)orn arrive<l 
at Louisburg on 20th, where fin<ling the French tleet superior to his 
own, he continued to cruise ofl* Jjouisburg harl)our until 24th 
September, when he encountered a s^^vere gale of wind which 
scattered his fleet, several ships were lost, eight sail got safe to 
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Portsmouth, and the rest got to New York. This powerful 
armament consisted of 13 sail of the line — ^the Newaric 80 guns, 
Invincible 74, (Irafton 68, Terrible 74, Northumberland 68, 
Captain 68, Bedford 64, Orford 68, Nassau 64, Sunderland 64, 
Defiance 64, Tilbury 64, Kingston 60, Windsor ri4, and the 
Sutherland 50, with several others which afterwai-ds ]oiue<l them, 
and 16 smaller vessels of war. The naval forces amounted 10,000 
men, and the land forces to 12,000, six thousand of whom were 
pro^incial troops. London left three regiments at Halifax, and 
several of the vessels remained to winter here. 

In May of this year the Governor and Council oflPered a bounty 
for sowing laud with grass on the peninsula of Halifax, also for 
the erection of stone fences around the lots, aud for raising grain 
and potatoes. 

Loudon was succee<ied in the supreme command by Abercrombie, 
another iucom|>etcnt — a debilitated old man who remaineil in com- 
mand for a short time. He was succeeded by Sir Jeffrey Amherst. 

In the following spring al>out 12,000 troops arrived at Halifax, 
under the command of General Amiierst. They were soon followed 
by Admiral Boscawen from England with a large fleet consisting of 
23 ships of the line and 18 frigates. This gi'cat fleet arrived in 
Halifax harlmur iu May, 1758, accompanied by 120 transportH. 
The land forces amounte<l to 12,260 men. On Sunday, 28th May, 
they set sail from Halifax, 157 vessels in all. They were met by 
General Amherst, with part of the force, as they went out of the 
harbour. Governor Lawrence accompanied the anny and took 
command of one of the Brigades, Colonel Monkton l)eing left in 
command during his absence. 

After the siege, which was protracted for two montlis, part of the 
fleet and army returned to Halifax, and some of the vessels 
remained to refit. The colony was sacked for provisions and the 
town turned into a camp for the troops. A number of the 
provincial soldiers and others, having enriched themselves with the 
spoils at Louisburg, became settlers in the town. All the ammuni- 
tion and stores, with a quantity of private property, were remove<l 
to Halifax, and the town once again began to assume a pros|>erous 
appearance. 
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This year was aiao memorable as the one in which Repre- 
sentative Govemmeot was establised in Nova Scotia. The subject 
of calling a Legislative Assembly had undergone much discussion. 
It had been rcpresenteti by the Governor and Council, to the 
fiuthorities in England, that such a step at that particular time 
would be fraught with much danger to tlie peace of tlie colony. 
Chief Justice Belcher, however, having given his opinion that tlie 
Governor and Council possessed no authority to levy, taxes, and 
their opiut^m being confirmed in England, it was resolved in Coimcil 
on 3rd January, 1757, that a repi*esentative system should be 
established and that twelve members should be elected by the 
province at large, until it could be conveniently divided into 
counties, and that the township of Halifax should send four 
members, Lunenburg two^ Dartmouth one, Luwrencetowu one, 
Annapolis Royal one, and Cumberland one, making in all twenty 
two members, and the necessary regulati<ms were also made for 
carrying into effect the object intende<l. 

Much discontent prevailed in the town, and also in other parts of 
the province, in consequence ' of the opposition of Governor 
Lawrence to the calling of a Representative Assembly. Ilitheiio 
the Government had been carried on solely by the Governor and 
Council, who )>ossessed both Legislative and Executive authority, 
lender the Royal insti-uctions the Governor was directe<l to call a 
I^presentativc Assembly as soon as the circumstances of thc^ 
cmmtry would permit, but the Ciovernor was of opinion that it 
would be injudicious to procee<l to a popular election until the 
country was Inittcr prepared for it. After rei)eated remonstrances 
fix)m the people of Halifax and some pressure from his Council, 
it was on the 7th January resolved in Council that nn assembly 
should be called, and a plan was drawn up and submitted to tlie 
Board of Ti'ade for the sanction of the home government. We Und, 
however, that in February following it was resolved by the inhabi- 
tants of Halifax to petition the Crown against the condnct of 
Governor Lawrence,' not only as regards his unwillingness to 
establish a representative government, but his oppressive and 
overbearing conduct in other respects to many of the leading 
inhabitants. Tliie^ petition was entrusted to one Ferdinando Paris, 
a gentleiuan in I^ondon, accompanied by affidavits and a power of 
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ftttomey, conferring on hira authority to represent tlie Bubscribers 
before the Privy CJouneil and the Board of Trade and Plantations. 
A subscripton was set on foot, and about £120 sterling subscribed, 
to meet the expenses of the application to Goyemment. These 
(loeuincnts were cortifieil l)y Chief Justice Belcher as autlientic, on 
14th March. As these proceedings bear date in February, 1757, it 
is probable that the resolution of the Council of the 7th January 
had not been made known. The petition and power were signed by 
the following residents of the town who reputed themselves as a 
committee appointed by the people for the puqjose of forwarding 
their views : Rol>ei1i Saunderson, William Pan tree, Malachi Salter, 
Jonathan Binney, Otto Wm. Schwartz, Robert Campl)ell, Henry 
Ferguson and John Grant. These papers were also accompanied by 
ft copy of an address from the people of Halifax to Lt. (Governor 
Robert Monkton, praying that certain sums of money, collected as 
rum duties, etc., might l)e expended on the fortifications of the town 
as a protection to the inhabitants, and offering to contribute l>oth 
lal)Our and money for the pur|)ose. It also complains of the 
'* miserable nmnagement of those who have hatl the dii'ection of the 
defences." Tliis petition l>enrH date 19th October, in the same 
year. Tlie language of one of the letters addressed to Mr. Paris, 
X\\Q request on the subject of the Halifax grievances and the over- 
bearing military nile of Governor Lawrence, l)esi)eak much 
excitement to have existed in the town on the subject. The feeling 
:ipi>eare to have prcvaileii principally among the leading inhabitants. 
We find that the list alK>ve referred to was signed by Mr. Binney, 
Mr. Salter, Mr. Pantree, Mr. Schwartz, Dr. Grant, Mr. Saunderson, 
3fr. Fairbanks, Mr. Robt. Campl)ell, Mr. Butler, Mr. Suckling, 
Mr. Vanput, Mr. G. Gcrrish, Mr. Giblion, Mr. Wiswell, Mr. Mason, 
and many others. 

On the first of November following, the Grand Jury of Halifax 
petitioned Governor Lawrence that some immediate steps may lie 
taken to fortify the town so that the inhabitants might be placed in 
a more secure position in case of invasion. They refer to a i>etition 
presented to Lt, Governor Monkton on the same subject, to which 
no reply had been made, and concluded by asking that they might 
know without furtlier delay what they were to expect ; that if no 
further security is to be provided for the settlement they may have 
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au opportunity of couveying tbeniselveB, tlieir families aiid effects to 
a place of greater safety in some of the neighbouring Colonies. 
The names of the Grand Jury were Robert Saunderson, Joseph 
Kundell, John Anderson, Paul Pi-itchard, Hugh McKay, Joseph 
Fairbanks, William Schwartz, Robert Campbell, William Pantree, 
John Killiek, John Brooks, Henry Wilkinson, Walter Manning, 
John Slayter, Richard Cathei-wood, Joseph Pierce, Alexander 
Cunningham, Richard Tritton, Jonathan Gifford and Benjamin 
Leigh. 

On Monday, the 2nd of October, 1758, the newly elected members 
met in the Court House in Halifax, pursuant to summons from the 
Provost Marahall ; their names were as follows : 



.loseph Gerrish, 
Robert Saunderson, 
Henry Newton, 
William Foy, 
William Nesbitt, 
Joseph Rundell. 



Esquires. 



» Gentlemen. 



William Best, 
Alexr. Kedie, 
Jonathan Binney, 
Henry Ferguson, 
George Suckling, 
Robert Campbell, 
Willm. Pantree, 
Joseph Fairbanks, 
Philip Hammond, 
John Fillis, 
Lambert Folkers, 
Philip Knout. 

They sent Messrs. Nesbitt, Newton and Rundell, to wait on the 
(fovemor, who sent Messrs. Morris and Green from the Council to 
swear them in. They then chose Robert Saunderson their speaker, 
which was confirmed by the Governor, who addressed them as 
follows: "Gentlemen of the Council and House of Represent- 
atives : His Majesty having been most graciously pleased by his 
royal instructions to his Governors of this Province to direct the 
calling an assembly of the freeholders to act in conjunction with his 
Governor and Council as the Legislative Authority, when such a 
measure should be found essential to his service; I am to assure 
you that it is with particular pleasure I now meet you convened in 
that capacity, in consequence of a plan some time since formed here 
for that purpose, with the advice and assistance of His Majesty's 
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Council, and by me transmitted to the Lord CommisBioner for 

Trade and Plantations to be laid before His Majesty for his 

approbation. 

^^ (Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

*'^ I entertain tlie most sanguine hopes that you are come together 
'* unanimously disposed to promote the service of tlie Crown, or in 
*' other words, the real welfare and prosperity of the people whom 
" you have the honour to i-epresent, in every point to the utmost of 
" your authority and capacity. 

*' This, I presume, you will conceive is justly to be ex|)ected, not 
^^ only from the immediate regard due to the Civil Rights and 
'* Interests of your constituents, but likewise from the unspeakable 
^* obligations you are under to demonstrate in their l3eha]f your 
*' dutiful sense of His Majesty's patenml conceni for the pmsperity 
^^ and security of those liis subjects in those distinguishing marks 
** of his royal favour and protection which we have from time to 
" time so happily experienced in the fleets and armies sent out for 
'' our immediate preservation' when we wei-e under the most imminent 
*' danger of being swallowed up by a merciless enemy; also in tlie 
*' ample supplies of money for so many years annually granted for 
'* the support and encouragement of this infant colony; and more- 
'* over still, in the continuance of His Majesty's royal bounty for 
" that purpose, when from the seeming inclination of the inhabitants 
*' to have an assembly couveued some time since, it might have 
^' been presumed, and indeed by an article of His Majesty's 
*' Instnictions, which I shall order to be laid before you, it has been 
^' judged tliat the Colony has become capable of providing for the 
'^ necessary support of government hei'e, as has been usual in all 
^^ His Majesty's other American Dominions. 

'* Gentlemen of both Houses : 

^^ As my Military occupation requires my attendance as early as 
*' possible upon the Commander-in-Chief of the Forces to the West- 
^^ ward, and as the Lieutenant Governor is now necessarily employed, 
^^ and will be for some time to come, upon an entci*i)rise of 
^^ importance in a distant part of the province, there is not at 
^^ present an opportunity of entering upon such particulars as might 
*^ otherwise call for your attention; I am therefore earnestly to 
*' recommend to your serious consideration the exi^ediency, or rather 
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'^ the neoesftity of auauimity aud dispatch in the coufinnatioD of 
*^ nach Acts or reBolutions of a legislative natare, as the Governor 
^^ and Council under His Majesty's Royal Instructions have found 
*^ expedient, before the forming of an assembly and indispensably 
^^ necessary for promoting the welfare and peaceable Government of 
^^ this people. 

^^ You may depend u[x>n it, Gentlemen, on my return to the 
*^ Government you will find me perfectly disposed to concur with 
^^ you in enacting such further laws, making such amendments to 
** the present ones, aud establishing such other regulations as shall 
** appear upon more mature deliberations to be consistent with the 
^^ honour and dignity of the Crown and conducive to the lasting 
*^ happiness of His Majesty's subjects where I have tlie honour to 
** preside. 

^'ClIAllLKS LaWRESCK." 

The House then resolved that the members should all serve with- 
out pay for the session. The calling of the Legislature had been 
delayed till the autumn in consequence of both the Governor and 
Lt. Governor being absent with the Army at Louisburg. Governor 
Lawrence came up to Halifax from Louisburg specially to meet the 
Legislature. 

The Governor in his letter to the Board of Trade about this time 
noticed particularly the serious effects on the settlement of the 
enormous importation and retail of spirituous liquors, and expressed 
a hope that the Legislature would check it. 

On 2nd July, 1761 (second session) the House voted £50 for a 
public clock in the ToiK-n. 

The following year (1759) Halifax was again the rendezvous for 
part of the fleet and army both before and after the siege of Quebec ; 
not a few of the more enterprising settlers followed the camp and 
enriched themselves during the war. Admiral Darell with 4 ships 
of the line arrived in Halifax < Harbor in April and left for the St. 
Lawrence on 5th May. 

At the news of the victory, the town was illuminated, and fire 
works, bonfires and other public entertainments lasted several days. 

Between the years 1759 and 1763 the harbor had been the 
constant resort of tlie squadrons under Lord Colviile and others; 
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the place was enlivened by the presence of a large army and navy, 
and at the cloee of the war several gentlemen of condition were 
induced to become settlera. 

Peace having been proclaimed in 1763, the 28th day of December 
of that year was solemnized at Halifax as a day of thanksgiving on 
account of the termination of the war. Though the town possessed 
all the advantages to be derived from the presence of the naval and 
military forces, the resident population did not increase. From the 
notitia parochials of the Rev. Dr. Breynton, the Rector of St. Paul's, 
the number of inhabitants in the town did not exceed 1800 souls. 
However, in 1769, six years after, the Doctor makes the following 
return: Inhabitants in and about Halifax including GaiTison^ 
Acadian French and fishermen, by the late public survey 5000 souls, 
of which 200 are Acadians and 55 protestant dissenters. The number 
of births that year was 200 and the deaths 190. 

Among the local occuiTcnces of the year 1759, was the ti'ial of 
Thomas Lothum, baker, for the murder of Lieutenant Collins of the 
Royal Navy. It appeared that Mr. Collins, Captain Sweeney, 
Doctor Johns, Mr. Fulton and others of the Navy, had been sipping 
at the house of one John Field, and late in the evening proposed to 
go out In search of some women with whom one of them had made 
an engagement. They knocked at the door of one Hewitt, and 
inquired for Polly. On being refused admission, it appeared that 
Thomas Lathum, the brother-in-law of Hewitt, who lived in the 
neighbourhood, hearing the noise, came to his own door and 
demanded of the gentlemen in the street whether tlicy intended to 
rob Mr. Hewitt. They replied that they were gentlemen and not 
robbers. Some further words provoked a scnflle, in which Fulton 
was dragged by Lathum into his house. The affair terminated in 
Lathum discharging a gun after the party, and mortally wounding 
Collins. Captain Sweeny had previously called the guard, who 
shortly after the affaii* arrived and took Lathum into custody. 
Lathum was tried on the 24th April, 1759. 

The names of the grand jury, who found the bill of indictment, 
were Michael Fi-ancklin, foreman, Charles Proctor, Abraham 
Bowyer, Walter Manning, James Quinn, Nathan Nathans, J. 
Pemette, John Craig, Terrence Fitzpatrick, John Kerby, Jonathan 
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Pierce, James Porter, Henry Sibley, J. Flanagan, Michael Moloney, 
Bobert Cowie, Charles Terlaven, Jonathan Gilford and James 
Browne. 

On the 11th March, 1760, the following gentlemen were appointed 
Justices of the Peace for the county of Halifax, viz. : The Hon. 
Jonathan Belcher, Hon, Benjamin O-reen, Hon. John Collier, Hon. 
Charles Morris, Hon. Richard Bulkeley, Hon. Thomas Saul, Hon. 
Joseph Gerrish, William Nesbitt, John Dnport, Joseph Scott, John 
Creighton, Sebastiuo Zouberbuhler, Edward Crawley, Charles 
Proctor and Benjamin Gerrish, and on 80th Decemlier^i following, 
Malachi Salter, Alexander Grant, Jonathan Binney and John 
Barbidge were added to the number. Messrs. Moms, Duport, 
Scott, Gerrish and Crawley were appointed Justices of the Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas. 

Governor Lawrence, who hatl been for 7 daj's ill, die<l of inflamma- 
tion of the hiugs on the morning of the 19th October, 1760. The 
Council were immediately summoned, and Chief Justice Belcher 
sworn in to administer the Government. A question had arisen on 
a previous occasion, between Mr. Belcher and Mr. Green, as to the 
eligibility of the Chief Justice to the office of administrator of the 
Government, which was decided in favour of the Chief Justice, but 
some years after, the question was determined by the British 
Government declaring that the two offices of administi'ator of the 
Goveniment and Chief Justice, should never be held by the same 
person. 

It was resolved in Council, that the funeral of the late Governor 
should be at the public expense, and a monument to his memory 
was aftenvards vote<l by the Assenibly to l)e placed in St. Paul's 
Church.* 

The funeral of Goveraor Lawi*euce took place on the Thursday 
following, 24th October, at 4 p. m. The ])rocession began from 
Government House as follows : — 

The Troops in Garrison, the Military Officers, two field pieces 6 
pounders, the Physicians, the ministers, the corpse in a coffin 
covered with black velvet, and the pall, to which were affixed 

*The inacription to be plnood on this rooaamoot is glren at fuU lencth in the 
Qacette of that day, but it was not to be found among those which ooTer the waUs of 
old St PauPs. There la, however, an escutcheon with the arms of Lawrenoe on the 
eaetgaUery. 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 Nova Scotia Historical Society. 

escatcheonB of His Excellency's arms, supported by the President 
and the rest of His Majesty's Coancil. 

The Mourners, the Provost Marshall, the House of Assembly, the 
Magistrates, the Civil Officers, the Freemasons and a number of the 
inhabitants. The Bearers, Clergy, Physicians and all Officers, Civil 
and Military had linen and cambric hat-bands. 

The corpse was preceded near the church by the orphans singing 
an anthem. The pulpit, reading desk and tlie Governor's pew, were 
covered with black and escutcheons, and a most pathetic Funeral 
Sermon was preached by the Reverend Mr. lireynton. Rector of the 
Parish, after which the corpse was iuterreil on the right side of the 
Communion Table. 

Minute guns were fired from one of the batteries, from the time 
the procession began, until the interment, when the whole was 
concluded with three volleys from the troops under arms. 

The Supreme Court, which Ix^gan on Tuesday following, was 
hung in mourning and escutcheons. 

The following fulsome eulogium, to the late lamentetl Crovernor, 
appeai*ed in the newspapers of the day : '* The Lieutenant Governor 
* * was possessed of every natural endowment and acquired, aecom- 
^^ plishment necessary to adorn the most exalted station, and every 
" amiable quality that could promote the sweets of friendship and 
^^ social intercourse of human life. 

** As Governor, lie exerted his uncommon abilities with unwearied 
^^ application, and the most disinterested zeal in projecting and 
** executing every useful design that might render this Province and 
^^its rifling settlements flourishing and happy. He encouraged the 
*' industrious, wwardetl the desen^iug, excited the indolent, pi-otecte^l 
" the oppressiHl and ix^lieved the needy. His affability and masterly 
^^ address endeared him to all ranks of people, and a peculiar great- 
'' ness of soul made him superior to vanity, envy, avarice or 
"revenge. 

**In him wc have lost the guide and guardian of our interests, 
" Uie reflection on the good lie has done, the anticipation of great 
*' things still expected from such merits, and circumstances which, 
*^ while they redound to his honour, aggravate the sense of our 
•* irreparable qsisfortune," 
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Aboat the end of October, Coinmodore Ix>rd Colville arrived In 
the liarbor with the Northumberland and three other ships of the 
line and several frigates from Quebec. The Sloop-of-War England 
also aiiived from England with dispatches and next day sailed for 
Louisburg and Quebec. Several transports also came in about the 
same time with Col. Montgomery's Highlanders to relieve the two 
Ikattalions of the 60th Royal Americans. 

Among the advertisements in the Halifax Gazette of 1st November, 
1760, is the following : 

*' To \\e sold at public auction, on Monday the .Srd of November, 
at the house of Mr. John Rider, two Slaves, viz. : a l)oy and girl, 
about eleven years old ; likewise, a puncheon of choice old cherry 
brandy, ^ith sundry other articles.*' 

1759, Among tlic town officers nominateil by the Grand Jury 
this year were, John Fillis, Richd. Wenmau, Richd. (Hbbon and 
Wm. Schwaitz as Commissioners of the poor for the town, 

Sur\Tyors of Highways, Chns. Morris, Esq., Chas Proctor, Esq., 
Mr. Wra. Preseott and Mr. John Rider. 

This year an Act of the Legislature was passed to regulate the 
Sambro Light House at tlio entrance of Halifax Harbor, which had 
been ei*ectcd the previous year at tlie expense of £1000. The Work 
House was also erected this year. Firing guns within the town 
and peninsula was forbidden in 1758 under a penalty. 

The accession of King George the Thinl was proclaimed at 
Halifax on the 11th Fe])niary, 1761, with great ceremony. The 
proclamation was firet read at the Court House door,* then at the 
north gate of the town,t at (iovernmcut House, at the south gat<»,t 
and lastly on the Parade, where the troops were drawn up and a 
salute lire<l by tlio artillery. I/)nl Colville's fleet l>eing in the 
liarl>our at the time, ''e^ch ship fired a Royal Salute, beginning 
with his Lordship's flagship the Northumberland," 

The order of the procession on this occasion was as follows : — 
1st, A Company of Grenadiers ; 2nd, Constables of the Town ; 3rd, 

* Now Nojrthap'8 corner* Buckingham and Argyle Stroete. 

t At this period there wan a fence on the north side of what in now called Jaoob St. 
and a gate near the opening of HrunMwIck St., in front of the North Barrack old 
parado, some say further north . 

: The Hituation of the >ioutli jcate b uncertain : there were several south gatea. It 
wa8 along Salter Street^ prol^ablv in a lino with th« ^ forts kiK>wii as LqUrett's i^ 
^orsemaii's Forts. 
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Magistrates; itli. Civil Officers of Government; 5th, Constables; 
6th, The Provost Marshall with two deputies on horseback ; 7th; a 
Band of Music ; 8th, Constables ; 9th, The Commander-in-Chief of 
the Pi'ovince, the Honorable Jonathan Belcher, with Admiral Lord 
Colville and Colonel Foster, commahdant of the Garrison, and the 
members of His Majesty's Council; 10th, the Speaker and the 
members of the House of Assembly, followed by tlie principal 
inhabitants. At three o'clock the company waited on the Com- 
mander-in-Chief at Governor Lawrence's head tavern, where a very 
elegant entertainment was pwAided for them, and after dinner HiH 
Majesty's health was drunk under Royal Salute from the Batteries, 
also other toasts, and tlie evening concluded with great rejoicings 
and illuminations, bon-flres and artifloial fire works, played oflf by 
the Koyal Artillery. A sermon was afterwanls ordered to be 
preached (13th February, 1761) in St. Paul's Church, on account of 
the decease of the late King, and all public amusements were 
ordered to cease for one month from that day. The 17th was 
accordingly set apart and the sermon preached by the Bev. T. 
Wood, the Curate. Part of St. Paul's chnixjh was hung in black, 
and minute guns were firexl for an hour and a half, and the flags on 
the Citadel and George's Island were half-mast during the day. 

On the 11th day of Febniary, 1760, two Indian Chiefs of the 
Passamaquoddy and St. John River tribes, came to Halifax with 
Colonel Arbuthnot and appeared lief ore the Council, and by their 
interpreter, settled with the Governor terms of peace, i-enewing the 
Treaty of 1725 and giving hostages for their good behaviour. At 
their i^equest truck houses were establishe<l at Foi-t Frederick. 
Benjamin Gerrish, John Collier and Thomas Saul were appointed a 
Committee to pixjpare the Treaty in French and English, which was 
to be taken back with tlicm to be ratified by their trilies. It was 
arranged that Colonel Arbuthnot should accompany them, and tliat 
they should be sent back at the public expense, after which His 
Majesty's health was drunk and the Chiefs retiuned to the quarters 
assigned them by the Governor. On the 13th the Treaty was 
ratified in Council and the Indians and the Governor and Council 
settled the table of the prices to be established at the truck houses. 
The Indians stated that the number of their tribes, men, women and 
children, was about 500, During the sitting of the Council on the 
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Idth, Rog«r Morris, cue of the Mic-Mac Indiaos, appeared and 
brought with him three Frenchmen who were lately arrived from 
Pictou, and another Indian called Claude Renie, who said he was 
Chief of the Tribe of Cheboudie Indians. He stated that he had left 
70 of his people at Jeddore ; the men were out killing moose and 
their families were in want of provisions. It was arranged that 
provisions should be sent to them and that the men should forthwith 
come up and conclude a peace. . 

Treaties of peace were afterwai-ds concluded on 10th March 
following with three Mic-Mac Chiefs, viz., Paul Laurent, chief of 
the Tribe of LaHave, Michael Augustine, chief of the Tribe of 
Richibucto, and the before-mentioned Claude Renie, chief of the 
Cheboudie and Musquodoboit Indians; the treaty was signed in 
Council on that day and they received their annual pi-esents. Another 
treaty of peace was signed in Council on 15th October, 1761, with 
Jannesvil Peitougawash, Chief of the Indians of the Tribe of 
Pictock and Malogomish, and the merchants and traders were 
notified that the Indian trade to the eastward would be thrown open 
under regulations in the following spring. The following summer 
Joseph Argunault, Chief of the Mongwash Indians, with a number 
of followers, appeared before the Council and executed a final 
Treaty of peace. The members of Council and Legislature, with 
the Magistrates and public officers, attended on the occasion. 

The Abbe Mallaird being introduced, interpreted the treaty to the 
Chief, who was then addressed by the Hon. Mr. Belcher, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. The treaty was respectively signed by the 
Comraandei'- in-Chief and the Indian Chief, and witnessed by the 
members of the Council present, the Speaker of the Assembly and 
Mr. Mallaird.* The Chief then addressed Mr. Belcher in the 
following manner : That he had formerly paid obedience to another 
King, but that he now acknowledged King George 8rd for his only 
lawful Sovereign, and vowed eternal fidelity and submission to him ; 
that his submission was not by compulsion, but that it was free and 
voluntary with his whole heart, and that he should always esteem 
King George 3rd as his good father and protector. That he now 
buried the hatchet in behalf of himself and his whole tribe, in token 

*NoTX.--'nii8 document is not to be found among the papen pivaerved in the 
Secretary '8 office at HaUf ax . 
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of tlielr snbmiBsioD, aud of their having made a peace which Bhouid 
never be broken upon any couBideration whatever. The Chief tiien 
laid the hatchet on the earth, and the same being buried the IndinuB 
went thi*ough the ceremony of washing tlic paint from their bodies, 
in token of hostilities lieing ended, aud then partook of a repast set 
out for them on the ground, aud the whole ceremony was concluded 
by all present drinking the King's health and tlieir Haggas. This 
ceremony is said to have been performed in the (Sovernor's garden, 
westward of the old English burial gi^ound, where the Court House 
now stands. Benjamin Gcrrish, Esquire, was appointed Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, and additional truck houses were built and 
other arrangements made tliroughont the Pi'ovince for more 
effectually caiTying on the Indian trade. 

On the 30th December, 1760, Malachi Salter, Alexander Grant, 
Jonathan Binney and John Burbidge were appointed Justices of the 
Peace for the Towu of Halifax. Mr. Bui-bidge was a member of 
Assembly; he afterwards removed to the country and settled in 
Cornwallis township, where his descendants now remain. 

The French having invaded the British settlements in Newfound- 
land, and captured the fort of St. John, a council-of-war wns called 
at Halifax, for the puipose of consulting on means of the defence 
of the town in case of an attack. This Council was composed of 
Lt. Governor Belcher, Col. Richard Bulkely, Halifax Militia, Major 
General Bastead of the Engineei-s, Col. William Foster, Lt. Col. 
Hamilton, Lt. Col. Job Wiuslow, and the Right Honorable Lord 
Colville, commander-in-chief of the squadron. They met on the 
10th July, 1762, and continued their sittings until 17th August. 
They i*econmiended to Government the embodying a portion of tlie 
militia force, and that the Batteries on George's Island, Fort George, 
Point Pleasant and East Battery should be put in i-epair and guns 
mounted, and the erection of such works around the town and at the 
Dockyard as might be considered necessary for the protection of the 
place. The whole to be placed under the superintendence of 
General Bastead of the Engineers. Some of the old works were 
put in repair and others added on this occasion, but the cause of 
alarm having subsided, further expense was deemed unnecessary. 

At the first settlement it had been found necessary to occupy not 
only every elevated position in the vicinity, but also large spaces 
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aroand the town as at first laid oat, for the purposes of defence and 
other military objects. After the necessity for those defences had 
ceased, it frequently occurred that the military commanders would 
lay claim to the grounds as military property, and in this way 
obstacles had continually arisen to the extension of the town, a 
grievance which has continued to be felt until the present time. 
Those whose duty it was to plan and lay out the town appear to 
have been guided more with a view to the construction of a military 
encampment than that of a town for the accommodation of an 
increasing population. The narrow blocks and small dimensions of 
the building lots have been found to be a continual drawback on the 
comfoit, the health and the convenience of the inhabitants, and of 
late years these inconveniences have been severely felt in the business 
parts of the city. This, however, was not the case in laying out 
the noii;h and south suburbs ; here the lots were of ample dimensions, 
and though the streets were not of the width frequently met with in 
modern cities, yet of sufficient dimensions to ensure comfort. It is 
to be regietted that the town and city authorities, during the last 35 
years, have not, as in other places, exerted their authoiity in the 
arrangement and laying off of building lots, and by wholesome 
regulations, prevented the crowding of buildings on pieces of land 
not sufficiently deep to admit of proper ventilation. It is also a 
matter of the utmost impoi-tance to the future welfare of the city 
that those lands now in the hands of the military and naval boards 
in various directions around tlie city which are not immediately 
rcquued for military works should be handed over to the Civil 
Government for public promenades and other useful purposes. 

July 18th, 1768. The Chiefs of the tribes of Indians of St. 
John's River, named Pierre Thomas and Ambroise St. Aubon, 
appeared before the Council with the following requests : They 
said the use of rum and spirituous liquors was too common among 
them, and requested that a remedy might bo thought of to prevent 
it. They also required lands for cultivation, and that they should 
not be requii*ed to bear arms in case of war with any of the 
European powei*s. That some further regulations of prices in their 
traffic should be made, and several other matters, all of which 
appear to have been granted them. They desired to return home as 
soon as possible, that their people might not be debauched with 
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This year (1768) Mr. Joahaa Manger retired from the office of 
Agent of the ProviDce in London. Mr. Manger came up from 
Louisburg with the anny and resided in the town as a distiller of 
mm, and followed the camp for several years. He received grants 
of land from the government in various parts of the province. The 
beach at the south-west extremity of Comwallis Island, now known 
as McNab's Island, was named after him. Mr. Manger was 
afterwards elected a member of the British Parliament. 

In the month of May of this year was presented to the Legislature 
the celebrated revolutionary document known as the Massachusetts 
or Boston Letter. This was a letter addressed by Speaker Cushin 
of the House of Representatives at Boston, to the Speaker of the 
Assembly in Nova Scotia. It beai-s date February 11, 1768, and 
was on the subject of the differences existing between the British 
Grovemment and the American Colonies, then on the eve of revolt. 
This letter is couched in very moderate but fiim language; it 
appears to have been received, however, with great indignation by 
the House, who declined to have it read. A memorial was presented 
to the Governor and Council in March, 1767, by Colonel Dalrymple, 
then commander of His Majesty's troops at Halifax, complaining of 
the undue occupation of grounds about the to^'n, on which there had 
been palisaded forts and lines of defence. It appeared that 
Governor Lawi*ence had granted certain small tracts of land on 
which a palisaded line of defence had formerly been, and that such 
tiacts of laud could not be supposed to come into use on any future 
occaBion for fortifications. That Colonel McKellan of the P^ngineers 
had advised the situation of the Work House with an enclosure, in 
the front of said line, and that a whole bastion of two curtains of 
Lutterell's fort were covered by it, and that Governor Lawrence had 
further laid out more of such grounds on which part of the 
palisading of Horseman's Fort formerly stood, all of which it 
appeared he did by an undoubted right of the power given him by 
the King's Commission, to erect and demolish fortifications, and 
therefore to convert the ground to other uses, it being no more 
serviceable for the former purposes. But it also appeared that none 
of the Barracks were ever granted or admitted into private occupation. 
That Grovemor -^Lawrence had admitted the oocnpation of some of 
the ground reserved for fortification, on condition it should be 
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Borrendered when the lOng^B flervice shoald again require it, by 
which it was evident that the King's rights in their lands had been 
soiBeiently secured. Horseman's fort occupied the groond in the 
vicinity of the present Roman Catholic Cathedral. Lutterell's 
fort stood where the old Poor Honse and County Jail formerly 
stood. In June, 1768, the Council recommended the Governor to 
make a grant of the Common for the Town of Halifax to trustees 
for the benefit of the inhabitants. The Trustees were John CoUier, 
Charles Morris, Richard Bulkeley, William Nesbitt, Charles Proctor 
and Richard Best. Some question having arisen as to* the limits of 
the common, the Council were unanimously of the opinion that the 
lands which had been gi*anted without the town were not within the 
limits of the Common as appeared by the plan thereof laid before 
the Lords of Trade, and which had not been disapproved of by their 
Lordsliips. No copy of this plan is now to be found. 

The number of families residing in and around the town in 1768 
was estimated at 500, which would make the population about 2500 
souls. There was also supposed to be, at this time, about one 
thousand Acadian French in and about the town. 

In June, 1768, the Hon. Montague Wilmot was sworn in Lieut. 
Governor in place of Mr. Belcher. In the following year he 
received the appointment of Governor-in-Chief . 

On the 29th day of September, 1766, the Germans, who had been 
located to the west of the peninsula, the settlement now known as 
the Dutch Village, petitioned the Government that a convenient 
road should be laid out for them to their settlement. The Surveyor 
was ordered to report on the petition. He reported that he found 
the road from the north German lots to the southward of George 
Bayers' stone wall, now laid out, in the most convenient place, and 
that the road should be at least four rods wide. That from Grcorge 
Bayers' stone wall the road should be on the south side of sidd wall 
and thence to run until it meets the public road leading to the town. 

About this time, at the request of the Magistrates, the Hospital 
was granted for an alms house. This hospital was established very 
early for the use of the settlers, and stood on part of the land now 
occupied by the Government House, to the north of that building. 

The church of St. Paul's had now been for some years finished, 
and the Town md vicinity had been, by an Act of Legislature, 
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constituted into a parish with corporate powers in the. church 
wardens and vestry. After the death of Mr. Tutty, the Reverend 
Thomas Wood, from the Province of New Jersey, was appointed to 
assist Dr. Breynton, and he and the doctor were jointly inducted 
into the parish in 1758 ; Dr. Breynton as rector, and Mr. Wood as 
vicar or curate, to assist. Mr. W. continued at St. Paul's until 1763, 
when he was removed to Annapolis Royal with the consent of the 
Governor and the church wardens and vestry, when the whole duties 
of the Mission at Ualifax devolved upon Mr. Breynton. Mr. B. was 
in the habit of officiating to the Geimans in their own language. 
In 1761, he preached in German and English to the small congrega- 
tion in the old Dutch church in Brunswick Street, on occasion of its 
being dedicated as the church of St. George. In 1770, at the 
solicitation of the Governor and Council, the Chief Justice and the 
congregation of St. Paul's, he received from the University of 
Cambridge tlie degree of D. D., to which he was entitled from his 
standing in the Univei-sity. Early in his ministry the Doctor 
established in the Town an orphan school, and provided for the 
tuition of 50 poor childi-cn, through the assistance aflPordcd him by 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. Mr. Ralph 
Sharrock, a discharged soldier, was his first schoolmaster. In 
1776, Dr. Breyiiton mentions in his report to the Society, having 
administered the Lord's Supper to 500 men of the Baron de Seiltz's 
German regiment in their own language '* whose exemplary and 
regular behaviour" he says, *'did tliem great honour." The 
following extract from a document, in reference to Dr. Breynton, 
said to have been written by a Dissenter, is given by Mr. Hawkins, 
from the records of the Propagation Society : ** As a person who, 
during a residence of upwards of twenty years in this Province, has 
deservedly gained the good will and esteem of men of all ranks and 
persuasions. He preaches the Gospel of peace and purity, with an 
eloquence of language and delivery, far beyond anything I ever 
heard in America." He lived to a good old age, preserving the 
esteem of his fellow townsmen to the last. He appears to have 
lived on terms of Christian fellowship with the clergy of other 
denominations, as we find that at the annual meeting of the Church 
Society, which took place in St. Paul'D in 1770, the dissenting 
ministers all attended at the Church to hear the doctor preach his 
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Visitation Sermon. One of the last acts of his ministry was the 
establishment of a Sunday School in the city. This was about 
llHSy perhaps a little later, and was the first Sunday School 
instituted in Nova Scotia. 

In tlie mouth of July, 17C9, a large number of Indians, many 
of whom at this time appear to have been Protestants, attended 
divine service in St. Paul's Church, when prayers were read by the 
Reverend Thomas Wood, in the Mic-Mac language, the Governor 
nud many of the principal inhabitants being present. The Indiana 
Buiig an antliem both before and after the service. " liefore the 
scTvice began a Chief came forward, and kneeling down, prayed for 
the prosperity of the Province and the blessing of Almighly God on 
King George, the Royal family and tlie Governor of the Province. 
He then rose up, and Mr. Woo^l, who understood the language, at 
his desire explained the prayer in English to the whole congrega- 
tion. When service was ended the Indians returned thanksgivings 
{ov the opportunity they had of hearing prayers ia tlieir own 
Iringuage. In tlic following year Mr. Wood aguiu performed divine 
t^ervice at ILilifux in the Mic-Mac language at the residence of 
Col(>ncl Joseph Gorham, where a number of Indians were 
a^isembled. He had obtained ^reat inlhience with the Indians 
lliroiigh hl^ Iriendsliip with the Abbe Maillard, and particularly 
iVom his bvliaviour to him a little before his death. lie was in 
('OJiHCquence frequently called on both by the Indians and French to 
baptize tlieir oMMren and vlnt tlie sick in tlie absence of a priest of 
Iieir own church. In one of his letters to the Society for the 
IVopa^ation of the Go.sp il, in 1702, he mentions havia^ iitt. iided 
t!ic Abbe Mnillard durinj:^ hi-; llhiess of L'.everil Vrceks, and at his 
'.equest, 11..^ (^ay before iiia de^^th read to him tlie Oillcv' of visitation 
'»f the s'ck in presence of inuny of the Fr ucli, and Imvin^j, per- 
f )rn;ed tie funeral service of !])e Chnrcli of England, i.. French, on 
iCmains in the ]»resenLe r,i tbu prineipnl inhnbiuiD^s of Fulifiix 
and a number of French ar.d fi'<lian8. Tlie G^^vcri> i- and all th.} 
; ubiic fnuetio:tfirie» attended the funcial of M. M .ilLird, who was 
lii^h'y etiteemed and ])eloved in the eommuulty, and tlie members of 
His Majesty's Council were the \.A\ bearers.* 

'It muHt bo understood tliat M. M.iliiard did not lenvc t>»e K< !,. i ruiholic 

f iiirch, but there btjiiij? no luiot of liis own r -s- ..-,iou iu I'n^ii" ' at- L. o time, he 

avuilw! Iiimsth'of the piou8 oaiot^ts of h;> f:'i^. '1. ^.i: > v.oa, ^^l^oln \\.:. . '^U l u c^iccl! ^ i 
(18 ft gCMkl Chrlsti;*ru 
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Mr. Wood was shortly after removed to Annapolis Royal, where 
he died in the year 177B. While there he applied himself to a 
closer stady of the Mic-Mac language, and by assistance of papers 
left him by M. Maillard was enabled to prepare a Mic-Mac 
granmiar and dictionary. He sent the first volume of his grammar, 
and a Mic-Mac translation of the Creed and Lord's Prayer to 
England in 1776. He continued occasionally to minister to the 
Indians in their own language until his death. 

February 26th, 1769. Halifax harbour was so full of ice that 
vessels could not come in, which had not been the case for (says the 
Gazette for that day) ten years. The cold was intense, snow 
between foiur and five feet deep in the woods and on the peninsula, 
an instance of which had not been known for several years. 

May 9th, 1769. Major Leonard Lockman died after a lingering 
illness in the 73rd year of his age ; he was interred under the old 
German church in Brunswick Street, and a monument to his 
memory, with coat of arms, is yet to be seen in that church. Major 
Lockman was one of the leading settlers among the Germans. The 
street running between the German lots and Water Street in the 
north suburbs bears his name. 

In the fall of this year the town was visited by a severe gale of 
wind from the S. W., which caused the destruction of much 
property and some loss of life. 

Among the principal merchants in Halifax in 1769, the Hon. 
John Butler, uncle to the late Hon. J. Butler Dight, Robert 
Campbell on the Beach, John Grant, Alexander Brymer, Gerrish 
and Gray appear most prominent. Among the shopkeepers and 
tradesmen who advertized during the year were, Robert Fletcher on 
the Parade, Bookseller and Stationer, Andrew Cunod, Grocer, 
Hammond and Brown, Auctioneera, Robert Millwood, Blockmaker, 
who advertized best Spanish River Coal at 30s. per chaldron. 

The period between 1770 and 1776 was one of great public 
excitement, emissaries from the revolted colonies were numerous, 
and the Governor and Council deemed it expedient as early as 
1770, to prohibit all public meetings of a political nature.* The 

* Amonir the Tarions oxlifl»ition8 of puUio fooUng at Utii period w«a the erection of 
a sollowa, on the Conunoo, with a boot suspended from |t as a token of diaapprobattoq 
pfword Pute's G^verniQeot- 
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some spring the general election took place, after which the House 
sat for foarteeu years withoat being dissolved. 

In 1771, Governor Lord William Campbell issued a proclamation 
forbidding horse races as tending to gambling and idleness. 

October 8th, 1773. Governor Leggc'was sworn into office. 

The subject of fortifying the town came under the consideration 
of the Council in the following year. li was considered that the 
ground being rocky in many places around the town, it would not 
admit of entrenchments being made, and that the only practical 
fortifications would be temporary blockhouses and palisades, and it 
was resolved that the Engineers under Col. Spry do immediately 
proceed to fortify the Navy Yard in that manner, which may be 
defended by the people of the town, and afford a retreat for them. 
Any attempt at fortifying the Citadel Hill this season was thought 
to be out of the question, the season being too late, the scarcity of 
workmen very great, and there being no troops for its defence. 

The Governor proposed and it was agreed in Council to collect a 
force of 1000 men with pay and provisions, and that four com- 
panies of light infantry now forming at Lunenburg be ordered up, 
and that 100 Acadians from Clare and Yarmouth, and two light 
companies from Kings County do march immediately to Halifax. 
The public authorities appear to have been kept in a constant state 
of apprehension of invasion, while a continued suspicion of many of 
the leading inhabitants being favourable to the revolt, seemed to 
have taken possession of the mind of Governor Legge, who, having 
differences of opinion with some of his officials, attributed theii* 
disagreement with him on subjects of finance, etc., as marks of 
disloyalty. He at length became so obnoxious to those in 
authority, that it was deemed advisable to remove him from the 
Government. His quarrels with Jonathan Binney, Governor 
Francklin and other leading men of the town, are disclosed in the 
official letters and minutes of Council of that day. 

It was found necessaiy to remove the Military Stores to George's 
Island for safety, and additional batteries were erected there. The 
officers of tlie Town Regiment of Militia were eaUed on to subscribe 
the Oath of Allegiance before going on duty. Those who sub- 
scribed were Col. Butler, Major Smith, Captains Vanput, Brown, 
Finney and Millet, Lieutenants Fyke, Piers, Solomon, Clarke and 
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Fletcher, Second LieuteDants Tritton, Jacobs, Scliwartz and Kerby, 
and Adjutant Peters. Among them we recognize several family 
names, the gi-andsires of some of our present citizens. 

Among the magistrates appointed in 1771 were Joseph Gray, 
Jolm Amiel and Captain Thompson of His Majesty's Ship Mermaid. 

The bureau of Governor I^gge, at the Government House, was 
biokeu open in 1744, and a reward of £100 was offered for the 
('iCtcction of the thief. 

The condition of the Orphan House, and tlie cliildi-en therein, 
was conBLcIcred bad, and an oixler was issued for immediate steps to 
ha taken for its being put on a better footing. 

During the winter of 1774, Sambro Light House was without 
li<^at for five successive nights in consequence of Mr. Woodmass, 
the contiai jr, not having sent down a supply of oil, for which he 
^ as dismissed by Order of Council. 

The following year William Nosbitt, si>eaker of the House of 
^'.iscmbly, was appointed Custos of Halifax County, and the names 
(>f Tl.omas Bridge and Thomas Proctor added to the Commission of 
L.ic leaee. 

Col. Butler, eoitmmnding the militia force, reported that the 

. 'ckncs!:' in the town, together with the daily labour of the inhabitants, 

lutlcrcd it dilUcult to ni:ikc up the number of men ordered for the 

ovs'Ti guard, which duty the people considered a hardship. The 

;. Mrd was accordiugly ordered by the Council to be discontinued. 

r^e scarcity of provisions in the town was at this time so great 
iLitt tl government fornd it necessary to dispatch the Snow 
.l;.al;otIi to Q':ebcc for l!oiir for the iniiabitants. 

The impressment of -len for the Navy had been a great grievance ; 
c!ie tiade of the country was not only injured, but tlie town was 
i c!coi;ii'ig deprived of fiyh aud fuel in consequence of the scarcity of 
lishenr^u i;ud labourers. The merchants petit' nicd the Governor 
: lid Council on the subject. The memorial was sent to the naval 
commander of the station; it does not appear, however, that any 
fiiiiher attention was paid to the remonstrance. 

In September, 1775, it was proposed to throw up some temporary 
works in addition to the old works on Citadel Hill, and to entrench 
about the naval yard. On consideration, it >vas tliouglit too late in 
t'lls seas >u to do any earth work on Citadel Hill. Col. Spry, 
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huwcver, pro[)UtfCHl tlie erection of HlocklioiitfCB in tbe neigiibourliooil 
of the town. It is probable tbe old BloekboiiBes at Fort NeciUiam 
unci Three ^Lile Hoime, tbe reumins of which arc within the 
recollection of many of our citizens, may have lx»eu originally 
constructed about this time. They were in full repair dunng the 
war of 1812. 

A continual influx of stran*xers froili tlie old colonies caused 
I^Iartial Law t-o Ikj proclaimeil on the oOth of November of this year, 
and it was deemed necessary by the Council that a proclamation 
should 1x? isbueil requiring all pei-sons not 1>eing settled inhabitants 
of tlie town, who had arrived since September, to give notice of their 
arrival and names to two Magistrates, and all inn and tavern 
keepers were requii-ed to n port arrivals at their houses, and vessels 
were forbidden entering the North West Arm without license. One 
thousand militiamen were ordered for the defence of the town. The 
constant arrival of loyalist refugees from the revolted colonies, 
during this and the 8ulme(iuout yeai's, rendered provisions scarce, 
and in addition to these troubles, the small-pox broke out in the 
town al out the middle of July. The King's troops had all been 
removed from Nova Scotia to the revolted provinces, and the 
Governor Avas informed by the home authorities that no troops 
CH^>uld be spared, and that the inhabitants themselves mnst defend the 
town. The town guard was accordingly ngain comjiosed of militia. 

1775. The fifth General Assembly held this year its seventh 
session from l:Jth June to 20tli July. Mr. Nesbitt was Speaker. 
Chief Justice IJelcher presided at the quarter sessions tliis summer, 
and gave a very loyal address to the Magistrates and public 
functionaries present; all ISIagistrates and town ofticers took the 
Oath of Allegiance. The general feeling throughout the town 
ap[>earcd to have Ixjcn eminently loyal ; some of the leading citizens, 
however, though firm in their allegiance to the liritish Crown, yet 
thought that self government in the Colonies in fiscal matters was 
the correct policy. This threw several under suspicion ; Mr. John 
Fillis, Mr. 3falaclii Salter and Mr. Smith, who were natives of 
l^oston, were among the numljer. 

Mr. I>egge, the Governor, proposed to raise a regiment in Halifax, 
to be commanded by himself, but was unsuccessful owing to his 
un|)opulaiity. 
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In tlic autumn of the previous year, a difiicnlty had arisen 
regarding the ]ni|K>rtatiou of some tea, in whicli 3f r. Smith and Mr. 
Filiis were concerned ; and it liaving been understood that Filiis had 
said the measures of Government were oppressive, these two 
gentlemen were ordered to be removed from ail offices under 
(government. Tlie year previous a quantity of hay belonging to 
Joseph I*\iirbnnk8, intended for tiie King's sen'ice, had been 
burned. Some one in Halifax sent to Boston a statement charging 
Filiis and Smith as being privy to the act. They complained to the 
House of Assembly, tlien in session, when the following resolution 
was passed : That this House do esteem Mr. Filiis and Mr. Smith to 
be dutiful and lawful subjects to the King, etc., and that the 
'* House is unanimously of opinion that the said reports are base, 
infamous and false, and that the authors thereof merit punishment." 
The garrison having l>een reinforcetl by King's troops, the Governor 
concluded on bringing no further drafts of militia to the town. 

1776. This was a memorable year for Halifax. The British 
forces under General Howe having evacuated Boston, a fleet of 
three men-of-war and 47 transports arrived in the harbour on 30th 
March, with troops and a number of inhabitants of lk)ston. These 
were followed on let April by many more transports, nearly 100 in 
number, with the remainder of Howe's army and a number of Loyalist 
refugees. Howe demanded accommodation for 200 officers and 
3000 men, and about 1500 loyalists witli their families, with supplies 
of fresh provisions, etc. Rents of houses in the town were conse- 
quently doubled and the town soon presented the appearance of a 
military camp.* Many complaints appear against the soldiers for 
pulling down the fences and demolishing the stone walls on the 
peninsula. One Christopher Schlegall had been killed in one of the 
numerous affrays with the soldiers. Three soldiers were an*ested 
and tried for minder, but no convictions occurred. Several persons 
were calleil on to give security for their good behaviour in the town. 

Among the events of this year was the appearance in one of the 
Halifax newspapei's of copies of treasonable aiticles from the Rhode 
Island and Boston papera. The printer was brought before the 



*The engmvingR of tho town pubUshod -in 1777 show tho Common, west of 
tho Citadel, And Camp HiU ooverod with tents, where a Inrgc part of the troops appear 
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Coanoil and reprimanded and cantioned against permitting any such 
piiblieationB again to appear in his paper. 

The names of tlie Members of Assembly for Halifax County and 
Town in 1776 were Wm. Xcsbitt and Uenry Smith, and Thomas 
Bridge and Joseph Fairbanks. Mr.. Fenton was still Provost 
Marshall with jurisdiction throughout the province, tliere being then 
no County Sheriffs at this time. Uenry Newton was Collector of 
Customs at Halifax, James Burrows, Comptroller, Ijcwis Piers, 
G auger of Liquors, etc. 

The Masjistrates of the town were John Creightoq, Jolm Bur- 
bidge, Malaehi Salter, Benjamin (ircen, John Cunningham, George 
Cotnam, .loiin Newton, Winkworth Tonge, Jo8. Deslmrres, Charles 
Morris, Junior, (ieorgo Smith, J. Gi*ay, (^liles Tidmarsh, George 
])es(*hanipR, Dan. Cuiniinghnm, Tiiomas Proctor and Thomas Bridge. 

Tlie death of (^liief Justice Ik^lcher occurre<l this year. Mr. 
Morris, one of the assistant judges, was api)oiuted to fill tlie office 
of Chief Justice until another should l>e appointed. 

1777. The jail at Halifax was at this time in a very insecure 
condition. Criminals wore continually escaping from it, several of 
whom had l>ccn found guilty of l)eing in arms against the King. 
The jailor was infinn and his wife took charge. There were no 
regulations enforced for visiting the prisoners at night, and the 
sliackles on the prisoners were found not to be sufficient. The 
Provost Marshall was suspended and Mr. Bridge ap[K)inted to act 
in his place. 

Malcolm Mclnt^'re, Thomas Crow, John Chalk, John Sewlock, 
Samuel Miller, Robert McMullen, Tulley McKille^', Conielius 
O'Brien, Thomas Wiitteny, John Cribl>en and John Mclntyre, all 
fishermen of Hening Cove, were this year rewarded for attacking 
and taking a shallop and apprehending seven persons, being part of 
the crew of an American privateer which had been driven on shore 
and destroyed, by the armed brig Hope, off Canso, from which they 
had made fheir escape in the shallop. 

1778. The names of John Hosterman, Thomas Stevens and 
Edmnnd Phelan appear as Commissioners of the Poor, John Woodin, 
Keeper of the Poor House, and Thomas Bi-own, Schoolmaster at 
Halifax. 
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On tbe 13th Jnly, 1779, the Revenge, privateer, Capt. Shep[>ard 
of Halifax, was taken and destroyed by two American armed 
vessels. In December following, 11. M. Sloop-of-War North and 
Uie aimed sloop St. Helena, in coming into the harbour from 
Spanish River, Cai>e Itrcton, the night being very dark and a south- 
east storm, wci-e driven on shore alwut a league from the light 
house; lx)tli wore lost and 170 persons i>erished. 

17.^0. This year tlie following gentlemen were in the Commission 
of tlic Peace at Halifax: William Nesbitt, AVinkworth Tonge, 
John lhii'l)idgo, Benjamin (Sreen, John Cunningham, John Newton, 
Irtiiac Deschamps, William Russell, W. Phipps, J. F. W. Desbarres, 
Charles Morris, junior, (leorge Smith, Enoch Rust, Joseph Gray, 
Giles Tidmarsh, John Fillis, (ieorge Deschamps, l>aniel Cunningham, 
TlioniaH Proctor, Thomas Bridge, George W. Sherlock and John 
George Pyke. 

A public slaughter house was crt*ct-ed this year in the town and 
John Wocdin, senior, made keeper. 

March liMh, 1780. John O'Brien advertizes as keei>er of the 
tavern known as the <» olden Ball, formerly kept by Edwartl Plielan. 
The Golden Ball was situate at the corner of HoUis and Sackville 
Streets, opposite the building now calleil Variety Hall, occupied by 
AV. Harrington. The hotel calle<l the Pontac, at the corner of 
Duke and Water Streets (now Roger Cunningham's corner) was at 
this time kept by one Willis. It was hei*e the Town Assemblies, 
Public Balls and Enteilainments were held. 

The Court House stood at the north-east corner of Buckingham 
and Argyle Streets, whei*e the stoi*e of Messrs. Northup & Sons 
now is. Chief Justice Belcher presided here when first appointed. 
This building was, some years after, burned down and the lot on 
which it stood, sold. 

On the loth January, this year, the town was illuminated and 
there were great rejoicings throughout the day for the success of the 
British troops in Georgia. 

The Governor being informed from England that a large arma- 
ment was fitting out at Brest, it was resolved in Council that the 
town militia should Ik* called out for duty and a portion of the 
counti-y militia got remly to march to Halifax if required. General 
McLean, then in command of the Garrison, was directe<l to put the 



Digitized by 



Google 



History of Halifax City, 7d 

fortifications m working order. The Halifax militia was employed 
in tlie erection of lx>mb batteries. Drafts of militia from the 
country came down and were employed for three weeks on the 
works. 

At this period the means of communication between this country 
and England had been very uncertain. The intercourse of Halifax 
with the old colonies having lK>cn cut off, Oovcrnor Sir Richartl 
Hughes nrge<l on the British Ciovernment the necessity of a line of 
packets being establisiied l)etwccn Halifax and England. Several 
privateers, during this and the following years, were fitted out at 
Halifax to cruise in American waters. The Kevenge, Capt. James 
Gaudy, and the l^ivciimol, Cni)t. Young, the former mounting 30 
and the latter 8 guns, sailed for Halifax eaiiy this spring. They 
were accompanied by the Halifax, Rol>crt E. Foster, master, owned 
and fitted out by Alexander Brynier, one of the principal mejehants 
of the town. 

The 18th January being the (Queen's birthday the citizens and 
militia had a Ball at AVillis' rooms in the Pontac. 

In May, the Revenge brought iu a ricldy laden Snow, lK>und from 
Cadiz to Chesapeake Bay. I'lie Blond Frigate aud an armed sloop 
both brought in American i)rizcs. 

For several years two large ships, the Adamant aud St, Lawrence, 
were regular traders between Halifax and Great Britain. They 
were regular in their trips, spring aud fall, and the merchants of 
Halifax depended chiefly on them for their supplies of British 
merchandize. 

A government armed vessel called the Loyal Nova Scotian, and 
several other small vessels, were kept to cruise off the mouth of the 
harbour to prevent surprise from the pirates and privateer cruisers 
which infested the coast. Several were captured and brought into 
Halifax during Ibis and the two following yeai'S. 

Iu May,. 1779, an election for the County took place in Halifax. 
John George Pyke aud Fraueis Boyd were the candidates. Pyke 
was returned. 

General McLean left Halifax in June with a force for the 
reduction of Penobscot. In August, a squadron, consisting of 
several meu-of-war and some merchant vessels, among which were 
|.he Adamant and St. Lawrence, sailed from Halifax for his relief. 
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The town continued to be Infested with Press Gungs for the ships 
of war. The inhabitants complained to the (Governor and Council. 
Several riots on tlie wharves having occurred in consequence of the 
press, proclamation was issued demolishing all impressments except 
under the sanction of the Governor and (Council. 

October 26th, 1780. The committee of the House of Assembly, 
at this date, repoited the sum of £1500 to be granted for the 
erection of a ♦* proper and convenient building in the town for a 
public school, and a sum not exceeding £100 per annum for a 
master, and £50 for an usher when the number of scholars shall 
exceed forty." The trustees were to be five in nnrol)er, to be 
appointe<1 annually by the government, and the £1500 was to l>e 
raised by lottery. This lottery was carried into effect, but the 
building does not appear to have been erected. How the proceeds 
of the lottei7 were disposed of is not mentioned. The Halifax 
Grammar School had its origin from this proceeding. It was 
established in the old building at the corner of Harrington and 
Sackville Streets, from which it has only lately been removed to the 
private residence of the Rev. Doctor Gilpin, the Head Master. This 
building was originally occupied as a place for the meeting of the 
Legislature, and wus previously at one time used as a Guard House. 
It appcara to have uudei^one very little alteration since 1780, until 
sold a year or two ago. It is one of, if not the oldest building in 
the city, except St. Paul's Church, and the old Dutch Church on 
Brunswick Street. The Rev. William Cochran, afterwards Vice- 
President of King's College, was the first head master. He was 
succeeded by the Rev. George Wright, who was Garrison Chaplain 
and minister of St. George's. On his death, in 1819, the Rev. John 
Thomas Twining received the appointment. He retired from the 
school in 1848, when the Rev. Edwin Gilpin, succeeded him. 
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CHAPTER V. 

At the commencement of the year 1781 many of the Loyalist 
refugees who came to Halifax after the evacuation of Boston by the 
British Army, had left the town, ^nd the price of provisions was 
beginning to come down. The constant influx of strangers, how- 
ever, from the revolted colonies, with the prisoners ta&en in the 
prizes brought into the port by the privateers and ships of war, 
tended again to augment the population. Captains of men-of-war, 
when vessels were in port, in order to fill up their complements of 
men, undertook to impress in the streets of the town without authority 
from the civil magistrate. On the 6th January an armed party of 
sailors and marines assisted by soldiers and commanded by naval 
officers, seized in the streets of the town, some of the inhabitants 
and several coasters belonging to Lunenburg, who had come up in 
their vessels to yell their produce ; boimd their hands behind their 
backs, carried them through the streets and lodged them in the 
guard houses, from which they were conveyed on board the ships of 
war in the harbour. The Grand Jury were in session at the time 
and presented the outrage to the Sessions, who requested the 
Governor, Sir Richard Hughes, to interfere. The Governor issued 
his proclamation declaring all such impressments, without the 
sanction of the civil authority, to be illegal and an outrageous 
bi*each of the ci%'il law, and calling upon all magistrates, etc., to 
resist such proceedings and to bring the offenders to justice. It 
does not appear, however, that the pixxslamation was sufficient to 
procure the release of the unfortunate coasters. The names of the 
Grand Jury on this occasion were William Meaney, William Graham, 
Robert Kitts, Peter McNab, John Boyd, William Mott, William 
Millett, junior, John Moore, William Carter, James Creighton, 
John Cieary, Richard Jacobs and Charles Hill. 

On the 13th January, this year, died Malachi Salter, Esq., aged 
65 years. He was one of the first members of Assembly for the 
town. His colleague in the representation was Joseph Fairbanks. 
Mr. Salter came from Boston to Halifax, very soon after the town 
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was commenced, and carrieil on business as nterchant. He is said 
to have visited Chebucto Harbour wbile engaged in tlie lisbery, 
several years before the amval of Cornwallis in J 749, The oUl 
building at the comer of Salter and BaiTiugton »Street8, formerly tlie 
residence of the late Hon. AVilliam Lawson. afterwards owned by 
John Esson, was originally built by Mr. Salter, and was his residence 
for many yeare. This is one of the oldest houses now remaining in 
Halifax. It received improvements, and was enlarged by Mr. 
Lawson, about 60 years ago. 

The School lyOttery, befoiv mentioned, was carried on this ycai\ 
It was divided into two classes. The first to consist of 5000 tickets, 
at 20s. each, was advertised on the 25tli Septcml^er. The highest 
prize was $2000. The prizes in all came to £4,250, leaving a 
balance of £750 for the purposes of the school. 

The most exciting occurence of the year was the arrival of the 
Charleston Frigate, the sloop Vulture, and the armed shi]) Vidcan, 
in July, after a sharp conflict with a French Squadron. The 
Charleston had left the harbour a short time l)efore in convoy of some 
transports, and while out had taken several prizes, which had been 
sent in a few days previously. On the 10th July, the Charleston 
discovered near Spanish Kiver, Cape Breton, two French Frigates, 
of 40 guns each. Captain Francis Evans, of the Charleston, having 
thrown out signals for the transports to make for a i>ort, bore 
down upon the enemy. The Little Jack, convoy to the (iuel>ec fleet, 
being in company, supported the Charleston and the Vulture. 
Some time after the action began, Capt. Evans l)cing killed by a 
cannon shot, Lt. McKay, the succeeding oUicer of the Charleston, 
under the direction of Capt Dennis (Jeoige,* of the Vulture, 
continued the action with tiie greatest coolness and bravery. Nor 
was the Vulcan, armed ship, in the least deficient in giving signal 
proof of the resolute detennination of the troops on board, under 
command of Capt. Ewatt, of the 70th Regiment. liut notwith- 
standing the superiority of the French, after an obstinate i-esistancc 
they were enabled to sheer oft and bear away, and Capt. George 
conducted his much-shattered little squadron into Halifax Harbour. 

* Afterwanlfl Sir DonoLs Ocorirc, B&ronot. Ho wan fathor of tho lato Sir Huport D. 
GeorKe. Secretary of the Provinco for many ycani, and of Sir Sanuiol Hood GoorKc. 
who wa8 for a short time member of AsBombiy for tho County of HaUfax. Capt. George 
married Mlw Cochran, of Halifax. 
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The Little Jack stuck to one of the French Frigates of 42 guns, but 
was afterwards recaptured. On the 3l8t, the remains of Captain 
Evans, were interred with military honors, under St. Paul's Churchy 
where his monument is still to be seen on the east side of the chancel. 
He was a young man of great promise, and his premature death 
was a loss to the seniee, and slied a gloom over the town, in which 
he had made many friends. 

This year (1781), Lord Charles Montague, who had been 
Governor of one of the West India Islands, arrived at Halifax, with 
200 of his disbanded corps from Jamaica. This nobleman died at 
Halifax, from the effects of fatigue, in travelling over land from 
Quebec to Halifax, in winter. He was buried under St. Paul's 
Church, where a monument to his memory is to be seen near that 
of Capt. Evans. He was a younger son of Robert, Duke of 
Manchester. 

1782. The continual intercourse at this time carried on with the 
revolted colonies, rendered it necessaiy that a more stiict system of 
inspection should be adopted with resi>ect to vessels and passengers 
entering and leaving the port ; accordingly Capt. Thomas Beamish 
was appointed Port Warden. His duty was to grant passes to all 
A'essels and boats leaving, and to visit all those entering the harbour. 
No vessel or boat was allowed to pass George's Island, in the night 
time, or leave the harbour without sending a boat to the island, and 
also producing a pass from the Port AVarden ; and all vessels coming 
in were to be hailed from tlie island, and ordered to send their boat 
on shore to the Market Slip, or public landing, to be examined by 
the Port Warden before landing in any other pai*t of tlie town. 
The Port Warden's otfice was in the old building which formerly 
stood at the corner now known as Laidlaw's Corner on Water 
Street, just above the Steamboat Wharf. At this time the water 
came up as far as the spot on the wharf, where Bauld and Gibson's 
store or sliop'now stands. 

The Governor, Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, went to England 
this year, and was succeeded by Governor Parr. He received a 
very flattering address from the inhabitants of the town. Ham- 
mond w^as esteemed a good Governor, and had gained the good will 
of the people by his courteous manners and desire to meet, as far as 
possible, the wishes of the inhabitants in all municipal mattera. 
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This summer 57 transport* with troops, and the Renown, a fifty 
gun ship, put into Halifax on their way to New York and Canada. 
In October the R^now^n sent in a prize, laden with a rich cargo of 
silks, etc. The annual ships Adamant and 8t. Lawrence made 
their trips this season in 35 days. 

Among the occurences this year was the conviction and sentence 
of a man named William McLean, for street robbery, and the 
murder of a Mrs. Ann Dnnbrack in July, by persons nnknown. 
The grand Jury recommended McLean to mercy, but the 
Governor and Council saw no reason to grant a reprieve, and he 
was executed. Street robberies were at the time of frequent occur- 
ence in the town. 

Articles of peace between Great Britain and the United States of 
America were signed in November of this year, and with France in 
Januaiy following. 

The principal public amusements in the town during the year 
were subscription assemblies, held at the Pontac, and at Mrs. 
Sutherland's Coffee House, every fortnight. The latter establish- 
ment was in Bedford Row, opi>o8ite the Conunissary offices. The 
national societies dined together, and levees were held and parties 
given at Government House on all public holidays. The Garrison 
consisted of the 70th, 82nd and 84th Regiments, with Baron de 
Seitz's* Germans. Night riot« were frequent, and continual 
complaints appear to have been made before the Sessions, of signs 
being removed from shops, and windows broken. 

The views of the town and suburbs at this time show the fortifi- 
cations at Citadel Hill, Fort Needham and Point Pleasant. They 
were supposed to have been taken by one Colonel Hicks, and were 
engraved and published in London. These views were mere 
outlines. Copies of them are to be seen at the Provincial Museum, 
where there are also a series of views, very neatly executed in 
copper plate, of the Government House, St. Paul's Church and 
other parts of the town. These latter were published about 1776, 
some six or seven years before those of Colonel Hicks. 

* Baron de Soils diod at Halifax in the foUowinff year. He was bnried under St. 
Panl'8 Church with mUitary honors, with his f nH unuomi, sn^'ord and spniSp according 
to the andont custom In Qermany when the iast Baron of the race dies. His nionu> 
ment. a quaint old Oerman pcrfonnance, may he seen In the east gaUery of 8t. Paul's, 
with his armorial bearings, etc Among his eflbcte advertized for safe was his dia- 
mxoA rioK and coach with 3 horses. 
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Grovernor Parr and family came out in the ship St. Lawrence, 
and assumed. the government in October. 

Benjamin Green, Esq., son of the Hon. B. Green, one of the 
first members of Council, was elected member of Assembly for the 
town in February, without opposition. Mr. William Shaw was at 
the time Sherifif of the County. 

In December, 1782, a large quantity of heavy ordnance was 
brought to Halifax from Charleston, South Carolina; also 500 
refugees, men, women and children, arrived about the same date. 

In August, 1783, a number of Negro refugees arrivejl from New 
York. It was resolved that they should be settled iu different parts 
of the Province ; however, not a few remained in Halifax, and 
became servants and labourers. 

The Loyalists continued to come from the old Colonies* many of 
them in a destitute and helpless condition, until the population of 
the town was increased to three times its former number, and much 
temporary suffering iu coiiBequence prevailed. Yet many intelli- 
gent and enterprising settlers were at this period added to our 
population, giving new life and spirit to the town. Many spacious 
and commodious buildings began to be erected, taking the place of 
the low gamble-roofed and picketed buildings of an eai-ly day. It is 
veiy remarkable, however, that in the year 1791, only seven years 
after this great influx, the population had again so decreased as 
scarcely to exceed 5,000. Iu 1783, Governor Parr estimated the 
population at only 1,200. This was before the Loyalist emigration 
from New York. In 1781, one hundred and ninety-four Negro 
men, women and children arrived in Halifax from St. Augustin's, 
in a destitute condition ; they did not remain in the town, but were 
distributed by the Government throughout the interior parts of the 
Province. 

Governor PaiT in his letter to England of November 20th, 1783, 
says, " upwards of 25,000 Loyalists have already arrived in the 
Province, most of whom, with the exception of those who went to 
Shelburne, eiime to Halifax before they became distributed 
throughout the Province." 

Again in his letter of 15th January, 1784, he says, *' In conse- 
quence of the final evacuation of New York,* a considerable 

*New York was fliiuUy ovacuatod hj the Britlftb Troopa on t|i4) 2Hkl NoTember, 1793, 
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number of refugee families have come to Halifax, who* must be 
provided for at the public expense. They are in a most wretched 
condition, destitute of almost everything — chiefly women and 
children, all still on board the vessels, and I have not been able 
to find as yet any place for them, and the cold is setting in very 
severe.* 

On the 20th October, 1784, an advertizement appeared in a 
Halifax paper, for sale, ** All that land near the entrance of the 
harbour and opposite to Coniwallis* Island, called Maugcr's 
Beach, containing by particular grant 5 acres according to the 
plan attached to the grant." This beach had been formerly 
occupied for cunng fish, and had buildings erected thereon for that 
purpose, t 

The Penal Statutes had been repealed in 1783. The Roman 
Catholics in the town, chiefly emigrants from Ireland, ha^'ing 
become numerous, purchased a piece of ground in Harrington 
Street, where they built a Chapel, which was dedicated to St. Peter. 
The frame was erected on I9tli July, 1784, and many of the 
inhabitants, both Protestants and lioman Catholics, attended the 
ceremony. This building stood in from the street, directly opposite 
the head of Salter Street. It was painted red, with a steeple at the 
western end. It was removed in or shortly after Bishop Burke's 
time, on the completion of the new stone church, now St. Mary's. 
The Rev. Mr. Jones was the fii-st ofllciating priest. The Rev. 
Edmund Burke, who came from Canada, oflUciatcd at St. Peter's for 
many years before he was appointed Bishop. 

A number of emigrants arrived in Halifax this year from 
England. Three hundred passengers came in the Sally transport, 
in a great measure destitute of clothing and provisions. Fresh 
provisions became very dear, and the merchants of Halifax had flour 
up to £3 10s. per cwt. The Governor and Council, in consequence, 
ordered the admission of provisions from the United States to afford 
relief to the inhabitants. 



* NoTB.~Tradition gajs that the town was then so crowded by refogocs and 
soldiers, that the cabootMM from the tranaportJi wore removed from the vemelii, and 
ranged alouff Granville Street in rear of Oovcmroent House, for tho accommodation of 
of the people. 

t The tower now on Manger's Beach wa9 not boilt nntil abont the commencemwt 
of the present oenturf . 
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The HoQBC of Assembly was dUsolred this jesr; it had sat 
fonrtecii years without being dissoivcd, in oonsequeiice ot the 
AmerioaD troables. The only alteration in the Halifax fepresenta- 
tion was the return of Capt. William Abbott for the County. Mr- 
Franeis Green, s^^cond son of old CoanciDor Green, was again 
ohoeen SberifT of Halifax in 1784. 

1785. .fannary Hrd, Mr. Sampson Sailer Blowers, a barrister 
from Boston who rame amon^ the Loyalists, was appointed Attorney 
General in the place of Mr. GiblK)ns, who bad received tiie ap|)oint- 
ment of Chief Justioo for the Island of Cape Breton, then a separate 
pnivincc. 

^Die Orphan bouse lieiug uo longer in use, was ordered to be let 
on a lease for one year.* 

In September, 1785, a iiuml)cr of whalers from Nantucket eame 
to Halifax ; thrtH^ brigantines and one sehoimcr, with crews and 
everything necessary for prosecuting the whale fishery, which thej' 
proposed to do under the British flag. Their families were to 
follow. A short time after thoy were joined by three brigantines 
and a slocip from the same place. 

On Hie twentietii of OctolKir f«>llowing, the Chief Land Sun'cyor 
was directed to make return of such lands as were vacant at 
Dartmouth to be granted to Samuel Sturbnck, Timothy Folger, and 
others, from Nantucket, to make settlement for the whalers. The 
Town of Dartmouth had been many years previously laid out in lots 
which had been granted or appropriateil to individuals, some of 
whom had built houMCs, and others though then vacant, had been 
held and sold from time to time by their resi>ective owners. Most 
of these lots were reporte<l vacant by Mr. Morris, the surveyor, and 
seized upon by the Government, as it is said, without any proceed- 
ing of esclieat, and re-granted to the Quakers from Nantucket, 
which caused much discontent, and questions of title arose and 
remained open for many years after. 

At a Court of Admiralty held on Friday, the 27th August, 1785, 
for the trial of piracies committed upon the high seas, M. Buckley 
and Belitham Taylor were tried, committed and sentenced to death 
for running away with the schooner John Miller of Chedabueto and 

* Hie locmlUi' of iklm orphan bomo to unoerUiii. 
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hor cargo. Two men were also hanged this year for robbery 
committed to the eastward of Halifax. 

The death of the Chief Justice, Bryan Finucane, having occurred 
this year. Judge Isaac l>e8champs filled the olUce until the appoint- 
ment of Chief Justice Pomherton. Judge Finucane was buried 
under St. Paul's Church. His escutcheon is in the gallery. 

A general election occurred in 1785, when Mr. S. S. Blowers, 
John George Fyke, Bichard John ITniacke and Michael Wallace 
were returned for the County, and John Fillin and William Cochran 
for the town. 

The whole fishery was the chief subject which engaged the 
attention of the public during the year. Much advantage was 
expected to accrue to tUo commerce of the place from the Quakers 
from Nantucket having ntidertaken to settle in Dartmouth. They 
went on prosperously for a short time, until they found the com- 
meroial I'cgulations established in P!nglaud for the Colonies were 
hostile to their interests, and they eventnally removed, some of them, 
it is said, to Wales and other parts of Great Britain, where they 
carried on their fishery to more advantage. 

A petition was presented this autumn to the Governor and 
Council from a number of merchants, tradesmen and other inhabi- 
tants, praying for a Chiu'ter of Incorjjoratiou for tlie Town. This 
was the first occasion on which the subject was brought prominently 
before the public. It was, however, not deemed by the government 
^^ expedient or necessary " to comply with the prayer of the petition. 
The reasons are not given in the Minute of Council, which bears 
date 17th November, 1785. The names of the Councillors present 
were Richard Bulkeley, Henry Newton, Jonathan BInney, Ailhur 
Goold, Alexander Br3nrner, Thomas Cochran and Charles Monds. 
Tlie functions of His Majesty's Council at this period of our history 
embraced all departments of executive authority In the Colony. 
They were equally supreme in the control of town affairs as those 
of the province at large. The magistrates, though nominally the 
executive of the town, never acted in any matter of moment without 
consulting the Governor and Council. The existence of a corporate 
body having the sole control of town affairs would in a great 
jnensure deprive them of that supervision which they no doubt 
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deemed, for the interest of the comnmiiity, should remain in the 
Governor and Council; 

1786. It was customary at this period to celebrate the Boyal birth* 
days and almost all public holidays by a levee at Government House, 
a review of the troops in garrison on the Common, and occasionally 
a public ball, either by the Governor at Government Houae or by 
tht^ inhabitanttt of the town at the public assembly room. This 
custom contiune<l in Halifax until about the year 1844 or 1845, when 
it was broken through by Governor Falkland. On the 18th June, 
1786, Queen Charlotte's birthday was celebrated in the town by a 
levee and review, and in the evening by a ball in the old Pontac 
building. The confectioneiy on this occasion was vei^ superb. It 
was prepared by one Signor Lenzi. The ball commenced at half- 
past eight, supper was announced by the elevation of a curtain that 
separated the two rooms. In the middle of the table there arose an 
artificial fountain, with the temples of Hcaltli and Venus at the top 
and bottom, all couHtructed of sugar. The Gazette of the time 
says, they *' did not go home till morning." 

A regular post communication was opened this summer with 
Annapolis ; a courier was engaged, who went through once a 
fortnight with the mail between Halifax and Annapolis. John 
Howe, who had lately come to Halifax from Boston and had 
established a newspaper, was at this time postmaster ; he succeeded 
Mr. Stevens. The following spring (1786) the town waa so 
cnveloppd in smoke for many days as almost to impede business, 
caused by a great ftro which raged in the woods in the neighbourhood. 

On 10th October, 1786, arrived His Majesty's Ship Pegasus, 
commanded by His Royal Highness Prince William Henry. He 
was received at the King's Slip by Governor Parr and Major General 
Campbell, then in command of the Garrison, and conducted to the 
Government House, which stood in the square now occupied by the 
Province Building, where he was waited upon by the military and 
the principal inhabitants. The Prince expressed a desire that all 
display should be laid aside, but the people illuminated their 
dwellings, and by 8 o'clock the whole town was lighted and the 
streets crowded with people. 

In the Gazette of the 9th February, 1786, appears a resolution 
and engagement entered into by the merchants and others at a 
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public meetiug lately held in Halifax^ wherein they pledged them- 
selves neither to bay uor sell articles imported from the United 
States, prohibited by the (rovemor's proclamation. The doeament 
is signed by 75 persons. 

On 28th Febraary, a Gverman Society was formed in Halifazi 
when John W. Schwartx was chosen President, Doctor F. 
Gschwint, (pronounced Swint) Vice-P)restdent, Godfrey ScfawarU 
Treasurer, Henry Utlioflf Secretary. In 1790 Adolphus Veith was 
secretary of this Society. 

On 4th March, the jail was broken open and the prisoners, six in 
in number, all escaped, of whom live were re- taken. Mr. Green 
was then Sheriff. Inquiries were instituted, but no information 
obtained. The delapidated and insecure state of the jail at the time 
was the subje(*t of public comment. 

The money collected for Liquor Licences in the town, between 
81st May, 1784, and Slst May, 1785, amounted to £531. Mr. 
Francis Shipton waa Clerk of Licences. 

Three vessels were fitted out during the summer of 1786 for the 
whale fishery, — the schooners l^irr and Lively, and the ship 
Romulus. 

This year the merchants and shipowners fonned themselves into a 
society called the Halifax Marine Association, for the benefit of 
trade. The following year Nova Scotia was erected into a Bishop's 
See. The Right Reverend Charles Inglis was ap|)ointed Bishop. 
He arrived from England on 16th October, and made Halifax his 
residence. 

On the 8rd July, 1787, the P^asus, frigate, commanded by Prince 
William Henry, arrived again at Halifax, 15 days from Jamaica. 
On Friday, at half-past two o'clock, tlie troo|>s were drawn up in 
double line from the wharf to Government House. l*he Prince 
landed at the slip under a salute from the artillery on the King's 
Wharf. He was accompanied to Government House by the 
Governor and Council^ where he received an address from the 
inhabitants. There was a dinner and ball at Government House in 
the evening, and a briiliaut illnminatlon of the town. 

This month two whalers returned bringii^ 1,060 banrds oil and 
72 cwt. whalebone. It is not mentioned whether these vessels 
bdonged to the Qpiakeni or to some of the merdiants of the town. 
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On the 24th Jane, the Freemasons had a grand procession. They 
walked to St. Paul's Church, where they heard a sermon from the 
Rev. Mr. Weeks. The Prince reviewed the troops in garrison on 
30th July, consisting of the u7th and 37th Regiments, and the first 
Battalion of the 60th Regiment. 

On the 7th July the fleet, consisting of the Leander, Commodore 
Sawyer— Pegasus, Prince William Heury-rAriadne, Capt. Osborne, 
the Resource, and the Brig Weazel, Commander Hood, fell down to 
the beach, intending to proceed to Quebec the first fair wind. They 
sailed on the 14th. The Pegasus, with the Prince, retmned to 
Halifax early in November. He received an address on the 6th, 
from the House of Assembly then in Session. At two o'clock on 
that day, the barge of the Pegasus \vith the Royal Standard flying, 
preceded by the Commodore iu his baige, witli his pendant, and the 
Captains of the other ships of war iu Iheii* barges, proceeded slowly 
in procession from their ships to the King's Wharf, where tlie party 
lauded under a salute of 21 guus. They were received at the stairs 
by the Governor, Council and Assembly, and the troops, under 
(Veneral Ogilvie, being ordered up, they proceeded to Govcrnmeut 
House, where a number of mcmljcrs of the Legislature were presented 
to him. They theu proceeded tlnough the Hues of troops to the 
Goldeu Ball,* where a handsome diuuer was prepared, and where 
the Prince dir.cd with the meml)crs of f Assembly and the principal 
otllcers of Government. He retired at C o'clock, after which a ball 
wijs given in the evening at iMarchington's new building in Water 
.Street, iidjoining the Ordnance Yard, called the British Coffee 
House. The Prince entered the ball room a little after 8 o'clock, 
and at 12 the company were conducted into the supper room. The 
table was handsomely decorated and contained places for 200 
})t^ople. The Prince is said to have displayed great affability in 
conversation on the occasion. 

An Act was passed this Session authorizing the sale of the 
0/phan House, the Court House, the Public Slaughter House, and 
tliC Old Jail, and to erect a Jail, and also to erect on the Lower 
Parade a Public Hall, a Province House of Brick or Stone for the 
setting of the Legislature and Public Offices. The Conmiissioners 

* S. W. corner of SackviUe and HoUia Streets. 

t The Hotiee afterwards votod £700 for the cost of the day's entertainmeDts. 
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appointed for this purpose were John Newton, Richard John 
Uniackc, John George Pyke and Mr. Taylor. Such parts of this 
Act as have been executed were afterwards repealed by Act of 1797. 

1788. An Election for Members for the Town took place this 
winter, which was attended with extraordinary excitement. On the 
20th Febraary the poll opened, at the Court House, in Halifax ; the 
candidates were Mr. Charles Morris aud Jonathan Sterns. It closed 
on the Friday following, when it stood : Morris, 415 ; Sterns, 274. 
Majority for Morris, 141. Mr. Morris was carried through the 
Town and then taken home to his father's house. Hand-bills had 
been posted up reflecting on the government. Serious riots at the 
election occurred and many persons were hurt, some of whom 
received fractures of the skull and other severe injuries. Armed 
persons paraded the Town assaulting individuals. As this was a 
very remarkable election, and resulted in more turbulence and riot 
than had ever before occurred in the town on such occasions, we 
here copy the following extract from Anthony Henry's Gazette of 
25th February : — " The unwearied and spirited exertions of a num. 
*' ber of respectable gentlemen in a great measure calmed the minds 
^* of the people, and prevented their violence being carried to any 
" vei7 great length ; nevertheless it was utterly impossible, in such 
''confusion, to prevent many persons from being wounded and 
"hurt, two of whom, we are sorry to inform the public, remain 
*' in a dangerous state; one having his skull fractured by some 
"persons who rushed out of Laycock's house on the beach, and 
"the other having been dangerously wounded by a shot from u 
"window in the same house. We are likewise sorry to inform 
"the public, that Mr. Benjamin Mulbeny Holmes and his son, 
" have been much beaten and abused by the populace on Friday 
" night, and were it not for the very fortunate and timely inter- 
" position of Mr. Tobin's man and some others, it is probable 
" they would have fallen a sacrifice to an enraged multitude." 

The excitement had been caused partly by certain proceedings on 
the part of the judges of the Supreme Court against Mr. Stems and 
Ml*. Taylor, two practising lawyers in the town, whose names had 
been struck off the roll by Chief Justice Deschamps. One of the 
gentlemen. Mr. Stems, was the defeated candidate at the election. 

On the 3rd June, Bishop Inglis held his primary visitation of his 
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Clorgy, when he delivered a charge, received an address, and held a 
oonArmation in the afternoon at St. Paul's, when one hundred and 
twenty young persons went through the ceremony of confirmation. 

A heavy rain-storm occurred on Saturday, 5th July, when the 
streets of the town were very much injui*ed by the torrents of water 
which poured down the hills. It was estimated that the rainfall was 
upwards of 186 tons of water to an acre, which, allowing the rain to . 
have fallen equally on the whole peninsula, would make the fall of 
water on that small space equal to 345,000 tons, in four hours. 

July 80. Arrived five sail of whalers, having on boardthe follow- 
ing valuable cargoes : 

Sloop '^ Watson," Danl. Ray, Master, 150 bbls. sperm, 

50 do. hcadmatter. 
Brigt. ^^Lucretia," J. Cofl^n, Master, 250 bbls sperm, 

300 bbls. black oil, and 3000 cut bone. 
Brigt. *' Somerset," S. Gardner, Master, 230 bbls. sperm. 
Brigt. "Sally," P. Worth, Master, 200 bbls. do. 
Brigt. '* Industry," W. ChUdwick, Master, 84 bbls do. 
26 bbls. hcadmatter, and 300 do. black oil, also 
3000 cut bone. 
The ** Andromeda," frigate, commanded by Prince William Henry, 
from England, arrived on 17th August, 1788 ; he was again received 
with the usual honours and the town was illuminated. The Prince 
attended a sham-fight on the Common, on 10th September, in which, 
the 4th, 37th, and 57th Rogimcuts took part. Three soldiers were 
wounded by bursting of their muskets during the performance. 

On 21st October, the new Chief Justice Jeremiah Pemberton, took, 
the oaths and his seat on the bench, and his patent was then read in 
open Court. 

Wednesday, Oct. 22nd, was launched at the south end of the 
town, a handsome brig, the property of Messrs. Gouge & Piyor; 
she was the first vessel of the size ever built in the town. 

The following gentlemen composed the Magistracy of the town this 
year, viz:~Beuj. Green, John Cunningham, John Newton, Charles 
Morris, George Smith, William Sherlock, John George Pyke, Thos. 
Cochran, Anthony Stewart,* W. Taylor, Stephen N. Binney, J. M. 

*Anihony Stewart was aKentleman fnun the province of Marrland: bo was the father 
of the late Jad^o James stoM'art. who marriod a sirttcr of the fate Chief Justice 8ir B. 
Haliburton and who diod io 183u, and was succooded on tho bupreme Court Bendi by 
R. J. Uniackojonior. 
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F. Bulkolcy, Revel. Michael Houseftl, Jftmes Gautter, William 
Morris, Charles Morris, Junior, Daniel Wood, junior ; Matthew Cahill 
was High*Sheriff. 

It appears that the rank of Esquire was not applied to any person, 
at this or any previous period, except Magistrates and high public 
functionaries, and persons to whom it was accorded in consequence 
of their personal wealth and rank in society. Being a member of 
the House of Assembly did not confer the title. 

There was then no regular police establishment in the town, the 
Magistrates, by tniiis, attended to police duties with the aid of the 
town constables, who were annually appointed. All special matters 
were discussed and settled at the special sessions, which was 
generally a private meeting of Magistrates in the back office in 
conjunction with the Clerk of the Peace. Criminal charges of a 
delicate nature, or when private character was likely to Ix) affected, 
were usually investigated with closed doors, and no information 
mode public until found to be necessai'y for the ends of justice. 
This system continued until Mr. John George Pyke received the 
appointment of Police Magistrate, about 60 yeai*s since. His duties 
y ore merely to relieve the Magistrates from the more onerous duties 
of attending daily at the Police office. Colonel Pyke became 
incapacitated by age about the year 1825 or 6, when Mr. John 
Liddell was appointed, who had to his aid three or four Police Con- 
stables, two of whom had attended his predecessor, and the valuable 
acsistance of David Shaw Clarke, the clerk of the peace. Such was 
tlie arrangement until the Act of Incorix)ration in 1848. 

The "Royal Gazette** was published by Anthony Henry, until 
about 1801, when it fell into the hands of Mr. John Howe, from 
Boston. 

The *' Weekly Chronicle," another paper, was at this lime estab- 
lished by Mr. William Minns, stationer, in Barrington Street, 
opposite the north-end of the Grand Parade. It was commenceil in 
1787, and continued to exist until about 1828 or 9. 

Among the mei*chants who advcitized in these papers we find the 
names of James Vetch, opposite the woodyard ; David Hall & Co., 
in HoUis Street, opposite Government House, (Crown Piinee Build- 
ing) ; and George Bell, Granville St. The shops appear to have 
contained both groceries and dry-goods, like the countiy stores of 

Digitized by 



Google 



BiMory of Botifaz OUy. 95 

the present day, A. & B. Leslie were at the comer of Doke and 
Water Streets, near the Pontae. Lawrence Hartshonie, Hardware, 
comer of Granville and Greorge streets, between the market house 
and the parade. This old comer, so many years known as 
Ebirtshorae ds Boggs' comer, had a gun at the comer of the platform 
which extended down the hill to the lower comer, occupied by one 
Hart, a Jew, afterwards known as Martiii Gay Black's, and now 
occupied by the new building of the Merchant's Bank; this walk 
was the resort of the merchants in the morning, and the fashionable 
and idle in the afternoons. 

1789. On the night of Friday, the 2drd January, Cochran's 
buildings, a range of three-storey buildings in the market square, 
were totally consumed by fire. Firewards were John Fillis, J. G. 
Fyke, R. J. Uniacke, Michael Wallace, Geo. Bell, Lawrence 
Hartshorae, William Lawlor, Charles Hill. 

On 9th February, an advertisement appeared in the ^' Gazette," 
as follows : *' I am directed by His Excellency the Governor, to 
*^ acquaint the several gentlemen called upon on Friday last to form 
^^ a Fire Company, that he desires their attendance at the ^ Golden 
*' Ball" on Thuraday next, at twelve o'clock, to agree to rales and 
^^regulations. (Signed) Jas. Gautier.'^ 

On loth August, the jail was broken open, and a prisoner for debt, 
one Livesay, who had been imprisoned at the suit of William Stairs, 
escaped, for which Sheriff Green was prosecuted; Green stated 
that he had repeatedly represented to the Council the insecure state 
of the Jail. Mr. James Clarke succeeded Mr. Green as Sheriff of 
Halifax, this year. 

The Dockyaixl at this i)eriod was in full operation. The 
Commissioner in charge was the Honorable Henry Duncan, who 
was also a member of His Majest3r's Council. Doctor John 
Haliburtou, father of the late Chief Justice Sir Brenton Haliburton, 
was Surgeon of the Naval Hospital, Mr. Provo Wallis was Master 
Superintendent, Elios Marshall, foreman of shipwrights, William Lee 
foreman of carpenters, Alexander Anderson and Ptovo F. Wallis, 
Chief Clerks. % 

A great scarcity of bread was felt in the town this summer. 
Vessels sent to Canada for wheat, returned empty. On the 9th July, 
the Governor received a letter from the Governor of Canada, stating 
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the great scarcity of provisions in the Province of Lower Canada or 
Quebec, that a famine was dreaded, and- requesting him not to 
obstruct the exiK)i'tation of corn and flour from Halifax to Quebec. 
But the Justices of the Quarter Sessions presented a memorial which 
had been laid before them by the bakers of Halifax, setting forth 
that there is not more of flour in the town than sufficient to provide 
bread for three or four days, whereupon it was ordered by the 
Council that no vessel be permitted to clear out with bi*ead or flour 
to Quebec, except the brigantine '' Ceres," until further consider- 
ation. 

There were amateur theatrical performances this winter at the 
Pontac. It would appear that the old theatre in Argyle Street, in 
the rccollectiou possibly of some of the oldest inhabitants, was in 
operation this year. We find plays advertized to take place there 
in Februai7 and March. This building stood on the spot on which 
the present Acadian School was afterwards erected. It was the 
only theatre in the town during the time of the Duke of Kent. It 
was afterwards occupied by Walter Bromley as a public school upon 
the Lancaster plan, until removed to make way for the present 
building, in the year 1816. 

The first Agricultural Society was formed in Halifax in the year 
1789; the Hon. Richard Bulkeley was the first president, and Mi*. 
James Clarke,* (afterwards Sheriff Clarke,) was the first secretary. 

The old Block House on the Citadel Hill being in a ruinous con- 
dition, was taken down this year, but the flag and signal staffs 
which were on it, were preserved. 

June 1, 1789. The old gaol and garden were offered for sale at 
auction. This old building was in HoUis Street, nearly opposite the 
present Halifax Hotel, and was formerly the property of the late 
Mr. Robert M. Brown. 

On the 16th June, in comfoimity mih the Act of the Legislature 
formerly passed, the Grovernor was pleased to nominate Hon. Henry 
Newton, Hon. Thos. Cochran, James Brenton, John Newton and R. 
J. Uniacke, Trustees of a Grammar School forthwith to be erected 
in the town. *' These gentlemen chose Mr. William Cochran, of 
" Trinity College, Dublin, and lately Professor of the Greek and 

*8herifr Clarke wasfathf^r of tho late {)aFid Shaw Clarke, for many years Clerk of 
the Feaoe, and one of (ho Poliee UtigialnXM of the town. 
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^' Latin langnages in Colnmbia (Tollege^ New York, to be master. 
" 3ir, George Glennie, who was regularly educated in the University 
*' of Aberdeen, to be asher, and Mr. Thomas Brown, already well 
*' known in this town, to be teacher of writing, arithmetic and 
** mathematics. It is thought proper to give this early notification 
*' to the public, but until a suitable building can bo provided, the 
*' school will be opened without delay in the room where the 
•^* Assembly of the Province meets." 

The Legislature after this met in the building known as Cochran's 
building, which was erected at the Market Square after the fire 
before mentioned, and the old building appropriated permanently 
for the Grammar school, which remained so until lately, when the 
school was removed to the private residence of Mr. Gilpin, the head 
master, and the old building sold. 

The following advertizement appeared in the *' Royal Gazette :" 
*' Information for Masters of Vessels. The Block House on Citadel 
" Hill, which was a conspicuous object, is removed, ha\'ing been in 
^< a rainous condition. The flag and signal staffs remain." ^' The 
^' hulk of the large ship, sometime since stranded at the back of 
'' Thrum Cap, was beaten to pieces in the last gale." 

On the 15th October, Charles Hill advertized for sale at auction, 
the ground where the Court House stood, now known as Northup's 
Corner ; measuring on Buckingham Street, 94 feet, and on Argylc 
Street 43 feet. On the 17th July previous, the old Court House, 
and the building adjoining, known as Kh'by's soap-house, and other 
buildings, were destroyed by fire. 

1790. In the month of July, this year, the whaling fleet arrived, 
after a successful voyage. The brig Prince William Henry, Capt. 
Piukham, with 110 barrels of spcnn oil; brig "Hibernian," Capt. 
Worth, too barrels sperm and 32 black oil ; ship *' Parr," Capt. 
Chase, 480 spenn and 100 black oil, and brig *' Harvest," Capt. 
Kelly, with 200 sperm. In August following arrived the "Romulus," 
with 170 bbls. sperm oil. 

Among the chief merchants of the town at this time were Wil- 
liam Forsyth, Philip Marchington,* Brymer & Belcher, Hardware 

*Mr. Marohington was a Loyalist from New York. He oommenoed boslneas in 
HaUfox noon after bis arriyal, and aocntnulated a large landed property in trie town. 
He owned all the land on the north side of the lane known by bis name, leading from 
the ordnance into Argylo Street, since oaUod BeU's Lano» also the wharf adjoining the 
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merchants, successors to Thomas Bobie; Michael Wallace, retail 
store-keeper ; James Moody, Hollis Street ; Sabatier, Stewart & Co., 
Chas. Geddes, dry goods, lower side of the Parade ; Richard Kid- 
ston, general merchandize ; George Deblois, William Millet, Charles 
Hill, Hogh Kelley, all auctioneers. John W. Schwartz kept store at 
the comer of Granville and Buckingham Streets; Lawrence 
Hartshomc, at his corner, had a general assortment of cutlery, etc., 
D. Hall & Co., in Hollis Street, opposite Government House; Ann 
Bremner kept a dry goods shop at the north-west corner of the par- 
ade ; Peter Lynch kept a hat store at the sign of the ^'King's Arms ;" 
C. C. Hall & Co. was the chief dry goods store in the town ; Benja« 
min Salter, Ship Chandlery, Water St. ; John Fillis & Son and G. & 
J. Thirloek were among the wholesale dealers ; Linnard & Young 
were the fashionable tailors; Richard Courtney had a shop at the 
lower side of the paraile, William Sellou in Granville Sti*eet, King 
& Story iu Marchington's buildings, John Butler Dight, wholesale 
store in Marchington's buildings ; C. C. Hall & Co. had this year 
removed to Marchiugtou building; Winkwortli Allen, general 
dealer, in Cochran's new building. Mr. Wm. Millet the auctioneer, 
on the 9th Sept. advertized for sale, '^ a negro man and sundry 
** other articles." In the following year, James Forman & Co. occu- 
pied a store on Copeland's wharf, also Benjamin Salter. The 
British Coffee house was kept by John Gallagher at the head of 
Marchington's wharf. Mrs. Sutherland's coffee house, was at this 
time, one of the chief places of resort for Public Committees and 
Societies, as well as for Public entertainments ; couceils were held 
here thi*oughout the winter, commencing in September. The 
Halifax Marine Society, which had been established in Halifax for 
several years, held their quarterly meetings at this house. There 
was a house of entertainment then kept on McNab's Island by one 
Mary Roubalet, for tea parties in the summer. It was called the 
Mansion House. 

On the I2th day of January, 1790, James Clarke and Greorge 
Greddes, Church Wardens of St. Paul's, advertized that in conse- 
quence of the indemency of the weather on Sunday there was so 
small an attendance in church, that the contributions towards the 

Ordoaooe yard, Ioor known m MarohingUm's wbarf , ntterwards the propcrijr of Tim. 

OonMU Jl« dtod niHUtfto; he wniitSe frandfAtlMr of 1^^ 

Crimean War, whose monument Is to he eeen in the old Sngfliih horlal ground. 
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clothing of the children in the Sunday Schools in the town, were eo 
small, that they desired to invite contributions from the inhabitants 
for the relief of the oi^i^haus and others attending the schools. In 
Febmai-y following, the church wanlcns again advertized the distri- 
bution of clothing to the poor children of the Sunday Schools : 15 
great coats, 64 s]i\vi& and shifts, 70 pairs stockings and 35 pairs 
strong shoes, which cost £oO. 7s. 2d. The St. Paul's school had 
nineteen boys and sijicteen girls m attendance. 

On the same day, there was a visitation of the Halifax Grammar 
School by the Govei'nor, the Bishop, the Trustees and othei*s. The 
attendance during the winter was usually about 60. The school was 
addressed on this occasion, by one of the elder boys, and after the 
examinations in the Latin classes, writing and arithmetic, several 
aeholars repeated pieces and dialogues. Mr. Cochran was the head* 
nuister ; he shortly afterwards accepted the charge of the Academy 
at Windsor ; and the Rev. George Wright was ap[M>inted in his place. 
Uis salary was £150 per annum from tlie Legislature, with what he 
could get from the pupils. The number of scholars was 68. He 
states his loss in the shape of discount on his Treasury warrants 
amounted to fi-om 15 to 20 per cent, in consequence of the delay in 
payment. 

The winter was very severe ; The harbour was frozen over, and 
the destitute condition of the poor very great. The gentlemen 
amateurs of the theatre, sent £2b to the Rev. Mr. Weeks, of St. 
Paul's, Dr. Aucbew Brown, of the Presbytenau meeting house, and 
Mr. Houseal of St. GtM>i-ge*s in Dutchtown, for the poor of theii* 
respective parishes. The ovcrseei's of the i)oor, Jonathan Tremain, 
James Gautier, James Kerby and Andrew Belcher, met at the 
^^Gxilden Ball," to assess the inhabitants of the town for the pooi* 
rates. 

The Court House having been destroyed by fire, the Quarter 
Sessions held tlicir sittings on the 19th Februaiy, in the long room 
of the *^ Golden Ball," for the trial of offenders. The *' Golden 
Ball" was kept by Edward Phelan this winter, who occupied the 
north end of the building as a store for general merchandise. 

An Act of the Legislature had been passed this year, and was 
published early in May, reciting that the destmction of the Court 
House by fire, and .the inconvenient situation of the present Assem- 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 2fova Scotia Historical Society. 

biy Hoaee, made it neoessary that a more suitable place ehould be 
provided) and the state of the Frovinoe finances not being snch as to 
admit of the expense of erecting a proper and saitable bnilding, it 
was therefore enacted, that Commissioners be appointed to treat 
with Thomas James and William Cochran, for their bnilding opposite' 
Government House, for £200 per annum, and to expend £100 in 
furniture for the purposes of the meeting of this Legislature and 
the Courts of Law. This building lately erected after the fire, stood 
on the spot now occupied by the new Dominion Public building, and 
continued to be the place of holding the General Assembly, the 
Courts of Law, etc., until the Province Building was completed for 
their reception in 1820. The building in which the Legislature for- 
merly held its sittings, and which was now appropriated for the 
Grammar School, was this year repaired at the public expense. 

In June, the Grand Jury addressed Chief Justice Strange on 
his aiTival from England. The names of the Jury were : — ^Richard 
Eadston, foreman, William Millet, Lawrence Hartshorne, Godfrey 
Schwartz, Winkworth Allen, John Davis, J. Forbes, James Lewis, 
Benjamin Salter, James Strochan, William Lawlor, Martin Shier, 
John Boyd and Alexander Copelaud. 

In the autumn, the Secretary of the Province announced to the 
p^ple of the town, that in the event of a war with Spain, and the 
withdrawal of the troops from the Province, it would be necessary 
to call out the Militia for the defence of the town, and the Colonels 
of regiments were called upon to hold themselves in readiness, 
and to make returns of the state and condition of their respective 
regiments. 

About this time, Captain Stock was a regular trader between this 
port and Ireland, and sold his coi'goes of beef, salt pork, lard, etc., 
at auction, at Charles Hill & Co.'s rooms. 

The Halifax Bar addressed Chief Justice Strange, on his leaving 
for England on a visit, this autumn. The address was signed by 
S. S. Blowers, R. J. Uniacke, James Stems, E. B. Brenton, James 
Stewart, Daniel Wood, Foster Hutchinson, J. IVout and W. H. O. 
Haliburton. 

At a Court of Quarter Sessions, held at Halifax, in June term of 
this year, the Sheriff, pursuant to law and by virtue of a warrant 
directed to him by the Justices of the Sessions, to lay out a road 
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in tte noortik snlmrbe ot the town, ceported fh&t he had laid out the 
road by a jnrjr, in the manner following, Viz {^Beginning at the 
north-east eomer or angle of Lot Ko. S. on the road leading from, 
the Doekyard to the Naval Hospital ; thence to run nortii 28 west, 
40 feet; thenoe north, 59 east, 288 feet, which lesves a road of 40 
feet wide, between AUbright's ground and the Hospital fence; 
thenoe north, 28 west, 660 feet ; thence nprth 20 west, 664 feet to 
the road leading to Fort Needham, leaving the road 50 feet wide 
between the shore at the Narrows at high-water mark, and the Lots 
Nos. 8 and 4. This notice was published, that all persons who 
might think themselves aggrieved by the laying out of the road 
might have an opportunity of being heard before the sessions, on 
Tuesday, the 5th September, 1790. It was signed by Thomas 
Wood, Cleric of thePeaoe. 

This road was intended as a continuation of Water Street north- 
ward, to meet the road which leads up from the water to Fort 
Needham, but it does not appear to have been on the line of the 
present road, but to have gone through the northern end of the 
Hospital grounds, along the water side, below the site of the old 
magazines. 

At the session of tlie House of Assembly in 1790, several articles 
of impeachment against the Judges of the Supreme Court, as before 
mentioned, passed the House, which were laid before the Executive 
Council by the Governor, ou 7th April. It was proposed to sus- 
pend Cliief Justice Deschamps and Judge James Brenton, in 
conformity with the request of the Assembly. 

1791. Governor Parr died on 25th November this year, In the 
€6th year of his age, and the ninth of his government. He was 
buried with military honours, under St. Paul's Church, on the 29th 
of the month. The procession moved from Govemment'House to St. 
Paul's Church, in the following order : — ^All the Lodges of the Free- 
masons, (His' Excellency having been the Grand Master,) the 20th 
i-egiment as the firing party, the Church Wardens, the Physicians of 
deceased, the Clergy, the Bishop, the body covered by a pall adorned 
by eight escutoheons, Pall-bearers, Hon. A. Brymer, Major Boyd, 
the Commissioner of the Dockyard, the Admiral, the Hon. S. S. 
Blowers, Hon. Thomas Cochran, Major Bawlinson, the General, tiie 
relatives and servants of deceased, pafticular friends, the Sheriff of 
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the county, mcmbcre of Council, viz., Morris, Bulkeley and Newton, 
Judges Brenton and Hutchinson, the treasurer of the province, the 
Speaker of the House of Assembly, Gustos of the county and Jus- 
tice Binney, Magistrates of the town, the bar, staff of the army, 
officers of the na\'y and army, officers of militia, gentlemen of the 
town, and tiie whole garrison all under arms, lining the streets* 
Minute guns were flreil by the men-of-wai* in the harbor and by the 
Royal Artillery, during the procession. The ser\'ice was pei'fonned 
by the bishop, Dr. Charles Inglis, and the body was buried under the 
middle aisle. 

During the autumn and winter, a number of black people from 
different parts of the province were brought to Halifax, to be 
removed to Sierra Leone. Michael Wallace was agent, who on 5th 
December, advertised for 1000 tons of shipping, for the purpose. 
Ships *' Venus," *'PaiT," *' Eleanor;" Bi-igs ''Betsy," "Beaver," 
" Mary," " 3Ioming Star," " Catherine," " P. W. Heniy;" Schrs. 
" Liberty," and "Two Brothers," the whole commande<l by Lieut- 
enant ClarksoD, having on 1x)ard the colored people, all sailed for 
Sierra Leone on ITith January, 1792. The hire and damages 
amounted to £3905 8s, Od. sterling. This expense was borne by the 
Sierra Leone Company. These colored people were chiefly those 
who came from the old provinces with the Loyalists. They formed 
a colony in Africa, called the " Nova Scotia colony,"* which still 
exists, and about 15 years since several old negroes were living who 
recollected the removal from Halifax, when children. The fleet 
arrived at their destination after a passage of 40 days. The num- 
ber embarked was 1139. The day of arrival was 28th March, and 
the 28th March in every year is still kept up by the adherents of 
the Lady Huntuigdon Congi'cgation at Sierra Leone, as the 
anniversary of the arrival of their fathers in the colony. 

Until these Nova Scotian adherents of Lady Huntingdon's connec- 
tion could erect a chapel for themselves in their new home, they united 
with the other coloured congregations of Methodists and Baptists. 
Mr. Zachary Macaulay, who was at one time Governor of this colony, 
says : "There were five or six black preachers among the Nova Scotians 

'Among Umm negroes wmn a coloured lyreaolier, the Rev. John Marrant, who had 
been ordained In London in 1782L aaa miniitter of LRdy Huntingdon'^ connection. He 
laboured among the people of hie own colour while in No\^ Sootia, and haying accom- 
panied them tovSitnra Xeone, officiated among t)iem Uiero for nevoral years. Ho 
returned to England* .and died in 1T9L 
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^* raised op from ibeir own body, who aro not withoiii a oonsiderable 
^^ inlliieiice.'* Among ibeae, was John Ellia, who was Snperintend^ 
ent of the ohnrdieB ; he was ancoeeded by Anthony Elliot, a young 
Nora Sootian negro; he acquired eeveral of the native dialects and 
became an active Christian missionary in Africa. He died in 1854 
at the advanced age of 80. Elliot followed the avocations of a fish- 
erman and pilot as tiie means of livelihood, and on the Sundays he 
preadied to the people the Word of Life. 

The population of the city and suburbs, in 1791, had fallen to 
4,897. 

The rotums on the census this year, are as follows ; — 
ISOl males over 16 years of age. 

985 " under " " 
2209 females. 
422 bkck people. 

The Agricultural Society of Halifax, offered premiums thitf year, 
and published a volume on husbandry. 

A gold medal and 10 guineas was oifored for the best essay on 
the natural history of the Hessian fly, and the method of stopping its 
progress in the wheat crop. A volume of the Society's proceedii^, 
was this year published at Halifax by John Howe. 

1792. On the 17th April news amved of the appointment of Mr. 
John Wentwortli as Governor. He had resided in Halifax for seven 
or eight years, ha\ing held the office of Ranger of woods and forests, 
and had been Governor of New Hampshire. On 12th May, the 
^^ Hussar," frigate, Capt. Rupert Denis George, arrived, having on 
board Governor Wentworth, etc. He landed at the Sing's wharf 
under a salute fired from the parade and a guard of honour from 
21st regiment. On the 14th he was sworn into ollice. In the even- 
ing the town was brilliantly illuminated. 

On 17th August a fire broke out in the property of John Welner, 
soap-maker in Granville Street. Six tenements and the Ordnance 
laboratcny were consumed ; Welner and his wife, two aged persons, 
were burnt to death. The sum of £140 was raised by subscription 
for the sufferers at the fire. The principal sufferers, however, de- 
clined to receive any aid, and a committee was appointed to 
examine the claims and distribute the fund. 

Folger and Starbuck, the Quaker whalers, who settled at Dart- 
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mouth a year or two since, left Halifax this year, f6r MUford 
Haven, in Great Britain, where they expected to carry on their 
whale fishery with greater facilities than at Dartmouth, 

Died at Halifax, on 27th September, 1792, Mrs. Hester Godfrey, 
aged 101 years. 

The JGrand jury at Halifax, for 1792, were as follows, vii: — 
George Smith, foreman, Andrew Liddell, John Masters, Philip 
Marchington, Benjamin Mulberry Holmes, Rufus Fairbanks, Peter 
Smith, Michael Wallace, John Steeling, Richard Jacobs, John Kir- 
by, Thomas Filles, Charles Hill, J. W. Schwartz, William Cochran, 
John Butler Dight,* Thomas Russell, Alexander Brymer, George 
Grant, William Williams and Greorge Deblois. 

Several petitions were presented this year to the Governor and 
Council, from the merchants and others 6t Halifax, on the subject 
of trade regulations and the collection of debt^. Among the sig- 
natures to these petitions, we find the names of James Formau & Co., 
James Moody, William Veitch, George Grant, Winkworth Allen, 
William Kidston, Samuel Rudolph, Benjamin M. Holmes, James and 
Alexander Kidston, Chos. Geddes, Wm. Forsyth & Co., Thomcs 
Russell, Hall, Bremner & Bottomry, William Taylor, Bdmes, 
Liddell & Co., P. Smith, Jonathan Masters, Williams & Lyons, 
Geo. Deblois, John Moody, and S. Hall & Co. 

Again 1793 : Brymer & Belcher, Forman & Grassie, John Steeling, 
Jonathan Treinain, P. Marchington, Andrew Liddell, Greoi^ Sher- 
locke, Francis Stevens, Geo. Bell, Geo. Moren, Edward Butler, 
Nathan Hatfield, Thomas Watson, Peter McNab, Benjamin Salter, 
Frederick Major and John Brown. 

The town Assemblies were held this winter In Mrs. Sutherland's 
rooms in Bedford Row, opposite the Commissary offices. 

On Thursday evening, Dee. 20th, 1792, Governor and Mrs. 
Wentworth gave a grand ball. The decorations in the supper I'oom 
were very elegant. The ladies sat down and the gentlemen waited 
on them. Among the decorations were the exact representations of 

'John Batler DUht was the nephew and heir of the Hon. John BnUer, one of the 
early oouncillon. Under the will of hl8 uncle, he aasnmod the name of Butler only and 
was afterwards known as John Butler Butler. He flntt was en|(Mffed in keeping a shop 
in the to^cn; harins acquired a fortune b? the death of his unolernt; became a member 
of council and obtainod a situation tn the Commissariat department, after which he was 
removed to the scat of war with the army under Lord WellinKton and others. Beinff 
owner of a large property near Windsor, he came back to Halifax in about 188S» ana 
died at Windsor. He was the father of Colonel Rdwaid S. K. Butler of a^h regiment, 
who afterwards settled and died at Windsor. 
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Mr. Jonathan Ti'emain'fl new flour mill at Dartmouth, of the wind- 
mill on Halifax Common. A model of the red light house at 
Shelbume, and the tract of new road from Pictou, was delineated in 
the most ingenious and surprising manner, as was also the repre. 
sentation of our fisheries. 

To all these inimitable ornaments, corresiK>nding mottoes were 
attached, so that not only taste and elegance were conspicuous, but 
encouragement and genius were displayed. Such was the description 
of this affair as it ap[>eared in the newspapers of the day. 

Cochran's buildings were again on lira, 30th January, 1793, but 
the fire was extinguished without much damage. 

War with France was announced by letters from the Secretary of 
State to the Grovernor, dated 9th February, 1793. Orders were also 
received to raise a pi*ovincial regiment. This regiment was to be 
called the Nova Scotia Fensibles ; they were to be raised in Halifax, 
but were not to have half pay, and the Commissions were to be given 
to half pay olQcers. Young Haligonians were thus excluded. It 
was about the same time decided on embodying a part of the Militia 
force for the defence of the town. 1050 effective men were accord- 
ingly marched into the town from the counti'y, who were to receive 
pay from the British Government while on duty. I'he Governor 
published his thanks to the militia on 2nd November, for the alacrity 
with which they obeyed his orders in marching to Halifax. By the 
month of May the number of men enlisted for the Nova Scotia 
regiment, amounted to 100, the enlistments were afterwards in- 
creased to 600 men. 

Apprehensions appear to have been entertained of an attack on 
the town by the French fleet. Every precaution appears to have 
been taken by Governor MTentwoith for the pirotection of the 
Capital. In his letter to the Secretary of State of 23rd July, the 
Governor says, ^^ lu twenty minutes I could put under the command 
'^ of General Ogilvie, 900 militia men, and in a few hours a second 
^^ battalion of 600, who reside in the neighbourhood of the town.'* 

The Halifax Militia Artillery, commanded by Capt. J, Tremain 
was a most effective body of men. It had been this year formed 
and consisted of sixty freeholders of the town. The Town Regi- 
ment of Infantry was commanded by Col. John Greorge l^ke. 
550 men of the Town Militia assisted the Garrison in repairing 
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and moaoiing the batteries on Citadel Hill and elscwliere. On tlie 
2nd April) two French Prizes were brooght into the harbour by 
H. M. Ship Alligator, with cargoes valued at £40,000. 

Among the events of the War was an expedition fitted out at 
Halifax to attack the Tsland of St. Pierre, in Newfoundland. It 
consisted of the Alligator and Hussar, men-of-war, with a body of 
troops under General Ogilvie. Beforo leaving, the two Hlnjm of war 
received permissions from the Governor and Council to press 
through the town and complete their crews. The place snn^cndered 
without lighting, and the Governor, M. Danseville, with several 
hundred prisoners and stores were brought to Halifax. They 
landed on the 20th of June. Governor Danseville was placed on 
parole, and resided at Dartmouth for many years in the house known 
as Brook House, now or lately the residence of the Hon. Michael 
Tobin, junr., about a couple of miles or more from Dartmouth 
town. The old gentleman displayed some taste in beautifying the 
gi'ounds at Brook House. He built a fish pond and laid out walks 
among the beech and white birch groves near the house. The 
pond still remains, but the walks and most of the trees have long 
since disappeared. He remained a prisoner with an allowance from 
Government until the peace of 1814, when he returned to his owb 
country a zealous royalist. Mr. Mizanseau was his aide-de-camp ; 
be married a farmer's daughter in the South East Passage, and left a 
family who bear his name in that neighbourhood. 

Governor Wentworth proposed to place the French prisoners who 
had been brought to Halifax from time to time, on an Island in the 
North West Arm, afterwards known as Melville Island, but the 
General prefeiTed the Comwaliis ^Barracks. The Island was not 
the property of the Government at this time, but hired by Gk>vemor 
Wentworth for this purpose of a prison. It afterwards became 
Admiralty property. 

A poll tax existed at this time. It had been imposed by Act of 
the L^islature in 1791 . One shilling per head was imiKieed on all 
males above 21 years of age. The law also contained a tax on 
cattle, with an extra tax on certain trades and occupations. It was 
ostensibly for the purpose of reducing the provincial debt. It does 
not appear, however, to have been regularly collected in the town. 

Nonrs^* Uaootalaas to wliflro tiie GoniwaUiii BMTsdn woiv fttttAto^ 
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and Robert Leslie, Dry Goods Store at the corner of Duke & Hollis 
Streets, near the Poutac ; Lawrence Hartshome, Hardware Store a* 
corner of Granville Street, between the Market Uonse and the 
Parade; Wm. Forsyth & Co., Importing Merchants; Linnaixi & 
Young, Tailors, in Marehington's Buildings, Upper . Water Street ; 
George DeBloise, General Dealer; John Butler Dight, Importing 
Merchant, and Winkworth Allen and the Messrs. Cochran. William 
Minns, Stationer, Benj. Salter, Importing Merchant, Chas. Geddis, 
Watch Maker & Jeweller, lower side the Parade ; John Hill, Cutter, 
Hollis Street; Edmond Phclan, '* Golden Ball" tavern, Hollis 
Street; Wm. Briudley, Wines, etc., Porman, Gi*assic & Co., 
Importing Merchants, store ou the Long Wharf (late Copeland's) ; 
Hall, Bremner & Bottomley, Dry Goods, etc. 

Between 'Do and '99. James Romans, Boot & Shoe Maker, 
corner of Duke & Granville Streets ; Wm Dickie, Dry Groods, Phebe 
Moody, Dry Goods, Matthew Richardson, General Store, Robert 
Chrisley, Dry Goods, «Iohn McMasters, Dry Goods, Edward King, 
Livery Stable, John Kidston, General Dealer. 

In 1798 the finn of L. Hai-tshonie & Co. was changed to 
Haitshorne & Boggs. 

Moody & Tidmanih, Dry (ioods, Thos. Wallace, Dry Gooils, etc. 
opposite wood yard ; J. Hemniiongton, Grocer, near the Navy Yard ; 
Lyon & Butler, General Dealers, Saml. Lcddiet, Soap Boiler from 
Liverpool, kept the London Porter House above the Grand Parade ; 
Philip Gan-ell, Tailor, Eraser, Thom & Co., Impoiling Merchants, 
Marchington's Wharf; Robert Scaiff, successor to Wm. & Tlxos. 
Williams, Hardware, Jewellery, etc., Forsyth, Smith & Co., Import- 
ing Merchants, James Leaver, Lower Water Street, Dry Goods, 
David Seabury, Auctioneer, Joseph Davis, Dry Goods, Michael 
Head, Apothecary, Saml. Hart, Dry Goods, D. Marshall and D. 
Eraser, both Importing Merchants, Wm. Annand, Groceries, etc., 
Saml. Greenwood, Mast Maker, Ed. Bartlett, Dry Goods, March- 
ington's Wharf; Jacob Miller & Son and Philis, Boyd & Philis, 
Importing Merchants, Tremain & Boggs, opposite the fuel yard, 
Hanlware, etc., Thomas Rol)y, Merchant, Granville Street, Brymer 
& Belcher, John Grant, Wm. Forsyth & Co., Jonathan Tremain, 
Merchants, James Moody, Grocery & General Store keeper, Hollis 
Street, Michael Wallace, AVines, Groceries, etc. C. C Hall & Co, 
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appear to have been the leading dry goods shop keepers ; their store 
was in Marchington's bnildings near the Ordnanee. Charles Hill, 
Anctioneer, James Forbes, Wine, Groceries, etc., Water Street, 
near Fairbanks' Wharf. Andrew Gallagher kept the British Tavern 
opposite Marehington's Wharf. Sabatier, Stewart & Co., General 
Merchants; their firm was dissolved in 1790. William Millett, 
Auctioneer, King & Stoe, Shop-keeper, No. 6 Marehington's build- 
ings, neai* the British Tavern ; Thomas Busscl, shop-keeper, store 
near the Coffee House ; Alex. Morrison, lk)oksellcr, Thos. DonaUi- 
8on, Confectioner, Kttcr & Tidinarsh, corner of the Parade, British 
Merchandise, D. Curry A Co., Dry Goo^ls, James Frame, Cabinet 
Maker, Jonathan & John Tremain, Hardware, etc., David Rudolph, 
near the Golden Ball, Dry GiVxls & Groceries, Richd. Woocjroffe, 
Furrier, near the South Barracks. 

1795. At the request of Prince Eilward, the men of the Militia 
were employed on the fortifications in the neiglil)orh()od of the town 
during tlie summer. At this time the French prisoners in the town 
became very riotous ; they were ordei'ed to be removed to a place of 
confinement and none to he permitted at large. Several French 
prizes were brought in during the summer by Capts. Cochran and 
Bercsford, of the Hussar and the Thetis, Sloops-of-War. An 
armed Snow named the Earl of Moira was kept by the Provincial 
Government for the protection of tlie cpast. The most stirring 
event of the year was the arrival of the Hussar and Thetis after a 
long cruise bringing with them two French ships-of-war which they 
had captured ; part of the enemy's squadron bound from the West 
Indies to Virginia. 

Several Halifax ship masters lost their vessels and wei-e made 
prisoners by French privateers in 1795. The immes of Capts. 
Jacobs, Lloyd, Kwing and John Pryor appear among them. They 
suffered much haixl usage at Guadaloupe where they were detained. 
A project for building a bridge across the Narrows was contemplated 
about this time. A petition was presented to the House of Assembly 
datcil 11th March, 1796, from a number of persons praying for an 
Act to authorize the building of a bridge across the Narrows. 

Between January, 1795, and January, 1796, the Halifax markets 
appear to have been well supplied. The newspapers of the day 
mention that 786 head of fat cattle, 80 cows and calves, besides 
sheep and swine bad been brought into the town, 
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1796. 81- George's day was eelebratecl with much festivity by 
the Kiiglteh Society. They had a dinner in the evening at which 
Governor Wcntworth and Prince Edward were present* Among 
the decorations were sixty variegated lamps. Genl. Ogtivie and 
Chief Jnstice Strange were among the gnests. The Prince arriveil 
and de{Mirted under a royal sahite and, during the dinner, sat under 
a canopy of white satin and gold lace. 

During tlic spring of 17D6 Halifax sufferwl from a scarcity of 
provisions. The inhabitants were iudebte<l to Messrs. Hartshorne 
and Treniain, whoso mills at Dartmouth enabled them, through the 
summer, to obtaiu Hour at a reduced price and to affoni a sufficient 
supply for tlie fishery. 

Tlie 4th June, old King George's birthday, was celebrated this 
year with the usual ceremonies. There was a levee and a review of 
the troo|iB, and Sir John Wentworth entertained tlie Prince and a 
numlier of the principal inhabitants at a Hall, when the ohl Govern- 
ment House was brilliantly illuminateit. There was a dinner the 
same afternoon among the merchants at the British Tavern, March- 
Ington's iHiildings. 

St. Patnck's day, this year, was also celebrated b}' a levee at the 
Cfovernnient House and a (linncr at («allagher's hotel. The society 
sat <lown to dinner at five o'clock. His Royal Highness Prince 
Edward, Governor Sir John Wentworth, several membei-s of 
Council, tlie Si>e:iker and a number of memliers of the House 
of AsHCMiibly attende<L The Prince and the Governor retireii early, 
but the socict}' kept up their festivities to a late hour. 

On July 2l8t, vessels arrive<l in the hai-bor with five hundwd 
Maroon negroes from Jamaica. The IMaroons were the descendants 
of a number of African slaves, who, when Jamaica was conquered 
from the Spanianls, took refnge in the Island. They continued in 
a state of insul>ordination, but occasionally made treaties with the 
English. At this time they wore in open hostility, but hail l>een 
C(mquereil,.and it was arranged that a numlier of them should l>e 
sent as settlers to Canada. They put into Halifax on their way. 
They were under the superintendence of Colonel Quarrell of Jamaica, 
who had letters from the (Governor of Jamaica to Sir John Went- 
worth. Prince Edward was commander of the garrison at the time, 
and on insi>ecting the j)ooplc was so much pleaset] with the athletip 
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proportions of the young malatto men that he propoBe<l to detain 
tliem to work on the fortificationB of the town, which were then in 
progress under his direction. The French squadron under Admiral 
Richery was then off tlie coast, and it 'vas expected that he would 
visit Halifax. The fortifications at the mouth of the harbor having 
fallen into decay were under repair, but not sufficiently forward to 
afford protection in case of an attack. The proposal was accepted 
by the Maroons ; some were accordingly accommodated with siieds, 
and others placed in barns and such places of shelter as could be 
found in the town for their temporary accommodation. A nupiber 
were sent to work on Citadel Hill, and one of the bastions there 
was calle<l the Maroon Battei-y. The assent of the Secretary of 
State having been obtained for their settlement in Nova Scotia, land 
was assigned them in the Township of Preston. Col. (^uaiTcH did 
not like the treatment they received. Many of the Maroons were 
permitted to come to town and seek work among the inhabitants. 
It was a1>out this time that Sir Jolin Wcntwoilh proposed, as has 
been before mentioned, to open communication between Halifax 
and the River Shubenacadie which was to l>e performed by Maroon 
lal)or. This was the first proposal to be met with in reference to 
the Shul)enacadie Canal which, in after years, caused so much loss 
and suffering by its failure. DifTerences arose between Col. (iuarrell 
and the (Governor, tiie Maroons refuseil to work, and discontent 
increased. Sir John and Prince Ktlward had a project of forming 
them into a corps of militia, and bestoweil militia commissions on 
several of the young men among the Maroons, and two of their 
leading men, Montagu and Johnson, were appointed Colonels. 
Jarret, Bailey, Mayers and othei-s were made Majors and Captains, 
which gratified their vanity. 

The winter of 1790-7 was very severe, the want of provisions 
was felt, and the scarcity of flour threatened a famine in the town. 
The expenses of supplying these people had hitherto been l)orue by 
the Jamaica Government. Land had l>een purchasetl at Preston 
and the large building known as Maroon Hall, afterwards the 
property of T^ieut. Katzmann, was erected as a residence for the 
superintendent. Some ditliculties arose with the Jamaica Legislature. 
Quarrell left Halifax in the spring of 1797, leaving the Maroons 
discontented and refractory. It was finally arranged that they 



Digitized by 



Google 



lliiiory of HaUjax City. 1 1 S 

should be Bent to Sierra Leone. Eight years previously a number 
of negroes bad been sent there from Halifax. The Maroons were 
to be united with them in the hope that the union would be a check 
on the turbulent conduct of the Nova Scotia colony^ wliich at that 
time had been the source of some trouble to the Sierra Leone 
Company. Tliey were accordingly embarked in the autumn of 1800, 
and ariived on the coast of Africa in October. 

Su: John Wentworth had received intelligence in September which 
led him to apprehend some attempt on Halifax by the French forces 
now in Newfoundland. At the close of the year the harbor 
defences were brought into good condition, and capable of affording 
a tolerable defence in case of invasion. Two press warrants were 
issued this year by the Council ; one on Slst January to Admiral 
Murray for twenty-four hours in the town, and another in October 
to Admkal Vandiput for two months through the province. - 

On the night of tlie 21st March a fii*c broke out in the range of 
houses opposite St. Paul's Church, in Harrington Street, which 
consumed the property of Dr. Greaves. The trees around the 
Church escaped uninjured. 

The sudden death of James Michael Freke Hulkeley, the Secretary 
of the province, on the 12th November, threw a gloom over the 
community. He was a young man of pleasing address and highly 
esteemed. He had been for some time member for the county, 
which he held in conjunction with that of Provincial Secretary. He 
had succeeded his father, Richard Bulkelcy, in the office but a short 
time before his death. 

In November, the fleet, under Vice Admiral Vaudiput, sailed 
from Halifax on a cruise. It consisted of the Resolution, 74, 
bearing the Admirars flag, Capt. Ledmore; Assistance, 50 guns, 
Capt. Mowatt; Andromeda, 32 guns, Capt. Taylor; Ceres, 82, 
Capt. Otway; Lynx, 18, Capt. Hall, and tiie Hunter, 18, Capt. 
Tucker. 

1797. During this summer the town was enlivened by the 
presence of four or five hundred embodied militia who did garrison 
duty. Several battalions were enrolled in the country with the 
intention of their being removed to Halifax for the protection of the 
town in the absence of the regular troops. They were, however, 
not required, and were discharged in the latter part of October by 
order of the Governor, 
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At this iirnc Dr. Robert Stanscr wm rector of 8t. Paul's, Dr. 
Archibald Gray, roinister of St. Matthew's, at the corner, Mr. 
Michael laniard Ilouscal, missiouary to the Geriuaus aud minister 
of St. George's, north suburbs. Chief Justice Strange resigned this 
year and was succeeded in the office by Mr. Sampson Salter Hiowers, 
who remained Chief Justice until 1H35, when he was succeeded by 
Sir Ihcnton Halliburton. Chief Justice Blowers dicil in 184:if, at the 
age of 100 yeara. His monument is in the south-east coiner of the 
cast aisle of St. Paul's. He built the house at the corner of 
Harrington and Blowers Streets, lately occupied by Mr. Romans as 
a hotel, and known as the Wavcrley House, wliei'e he resided for 
about thirty-five yeais. -• 

Mr. Shaw was Sheriff of Halifax this year ; he was succ^cedcd by 
Lewis M. Wiikius, afterwards a Judge of the Supreme Court, and 
father of the late Judge Wilkins of that Court. 

Prince Kdward, who was Conmiandant of the garrison, api)eai-s 
to have patronized almost all the public entertainments in the town. 
He dined with the national societies, aud honorc<1 the balls given by 
Governor W'entworth with his present. His manners were affable, 
and he was, in consequence, quite i)opular with all classes in the 
town. He was very much affected by the sudden death of Lieuten- 
ant Charles Thomas of his own i-egiment, the 7th Fusiliera, who 
was accidentally shot by a brother oflieer while on a hunting 
expedition in August of this year. Lieut. Thomas was the son of 
Nathaniel Ray Thomas, a magistrate aud collector of tlie customs 
of Windsor, and a cousin of Governor Wentworth. He was a 
favourite and protcgd of Prince l«xlward, who attended his funeral 
aud ei-ected a monument at his own expense over his grave. 

On the 23rd November, this year, II. M. Ship La Tribune, Capt. 
Baker, was lost in coming into the harbor. The following authentic 
account of this disaster is from the newspa|)er of the day : 

** La Tribune was one of the finest frigates in His Majesty's serrice, 
mounted 44 guns and had been lately captured by Captain Williams in the 
Unicom frigate. She was coinmanded by Captain H. Barker, and sailed 
from Torbay the 22nd September, as convoy to the Quebec aud Newfound- 
land fleets. In Lat 49' 14' Long. 17' 2Sr she fell in with and spoke His 
Majesty's ship Experiment from this place, out 12 days. She lost sight of 
all her convoy October 19t^^ in Lat 4G' 16' Long. ZT 11'. On Thursday 
raoming last, they discovered this Harbour about 8 o'clock. The wind ueing 
£. & £ they approached it very fast, wlien Captain Barker proposed to tlie 
master that they should lay the ship to till they could obtain a pilot ; the 
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master r6|4ieO. * he had beat a 44 gun sliip into the harbour— that he had 
lieeii fraqnently here and that there was no occasion for a pilot, as the 
wind was fair/ Confiding in these assurances Captain Barker went below 
and was for a time employed in arranging some papers he wished t^ take 
on shore with liim. Tne master in the meantime taking upon himself the 
pilotage of tbe ship» and placing great dependence upon the judgment of a 
negro.man by the name of John Casey, (who had formerly belunf^l here) 
whom he had placed forward to con the ship. About 12 o'clock the 
ship had approached so near the Thrum Cap Shoals, ti)at the master 
became alarmed and sent for Mr Galvin the master's mate, who was sick 
below. On his coming on deck he heard the man in the chains sing out 
' by the mark five/ the black man forward at the same time singing out 
' stea<l}r.* Galvin got on one of the carronades to observe the situation of 
tlie ship, the master in much agitation at the same time taking the wheel 
from the man who was steering with an intent to wear ship, but before 
this could be efi'ected or Galvin able to give an opinion, she struck. 
Captain Barker instantly came on deck and reproached the master with 
having lost the ship. Seeing Galvin also on deck^ he addressed him and 
said (as he knew he had formerly sailed out of this harbour) that he was 
much surprised that he could stand by and see the master run the ship on 
shofe. Ghalvin informed the Captain he had not been on deck long enough 
to give an opinion. Signals of distress were instantly made and answei^ 
bjT the military posts and the ships in the harbour. Boats from all the 
military (josts.from His Majesty's ships and from the Dockyard, proceeded 
to the relief of La Tribune. The military boats and one of the boats from 
the Dockyard, with Mr. lUK'knm, boatswain of the Ordinary, reached the 
ship; but the other boats, thougii making the greatest exertions, were not 
able, the wind being so much against them, to get on board. The ship was 
immediately liglitened by throwing all her guns, exdiept one retained for 
signals, overboard, and every other heavy article, so that at about half*past 
eight o'clock in the evening the ship began to heave and about nine she got 
off from the shoals. She had bef()re at about five or six o'clock lost her 
rudder, and on examination it was now found that she had seven feet of 
water in tlie hold. The cliain pumps wen^ immediately manned and such 
excrtious made that they seemed to gain on the leaks, and by advice of Mr. 
llackum the ( ap'ain ordered to let go the bi;st bower anchor. This was 
done but it did not brin<; her up. The Captain then ordered them to cut the 
c^ble, and the jib and fore topmust stay sail wore hoisted to hteer by. All 
this time the violent gale, whicii had come on from the south east, kep: 
increasing and carrying them to the western shore. In a short time the 
small bower anchor was let go, at which time they found themselves in about 
thirteen fathoms water. Tlie mizzen mast was then cut away. It was now 
about ten o'clock^ the water j^aining fast on the ship, little hope remained 
of saving the ship or their lives. At this critical period Lieut Campbell 
quitted the ship. Lieut. Nooth was taken into the boat out of one of the 
ports. Lieut James of the Royal Nova Scotia Regiment, not t)eing to be 
found was so unfortunate ss to rejiain, and to the great distress of his 
worthy parents and friends shared the general fate. From the period 
when Lieut Campbell quitted the ship all hopes of safety had vanished, 
the slup was sinking fast, the storm was increasing with redoubled 
violence, the rocky shore to which they were approaching resounding with 
the tremendous noise of the billows which rolled toward it, presented 
nothing to those who mi^ht survivi the sinking of tbe ship, but the 
expectation of a more painful death from being dashed against those 
tremendous precipices, which even in the calmest day it is almost impos- 
sible to ascend. 
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DunUp, ono of the sun ivors, informs as thai at about half-past ten, as 
nearly as he coald conjecture, one of the men who had been below came to 
him on the forecastle and told him the sliip was sinkinfr ; in a few minutes 
^fter, the ship took a lurch as a boat will do when nearly filled with water 
and going down ; immediately on which Dunlap began to ascend the fore 
shroudp and nt the same moment casting his eyes towards the quarter deck 
saw Capt Barker standing by the gangway anil looking into the water, and 
directly after heard him call for the jolly-boat. At the same time he saw the 
Lieutenant of Marines running towards the taflrail, he supposed to look for 
the jolly-boat, as she had previously been let down with four men in her — 
but instantly the ship took a second lurch and sank to the tx>ttom; after 
which neither the captain, nor any other of the officers was seen. The 
scene, sufficiently distressing before, became now peculiarly awful — more 
than 240 men, besides several women and children were floating on the 
waves making their last efforts to preserve their existence. Dunlap, 
whom we have before mentioned, gained the fore top. Mr. Galvin, the 
master's mate, after incredible difiRculty, got into the main top-r-he was 
below when the ship sank, directing the men at the chain pump. He was 
washed up the hatchway, thrown into the waist and from thence into the 
water, ana his feet as he phmged, struck a rock. On ascending, he swam 
to gain the main shrouds when he was suddenly seized hold of bv three 
men— he was now afraid he was lost. To disengage himself from tnem he 
made a dive into the water which induced them to quit their hold. On 
rising again h^ swam to the shrouds and arrived at the main top and 
seated himself on an arm-chest which was lashed to the mast 

From the observations of Mr. Galvin from the main-top and Mr. 
Dunlap in the fore-top, it appears that near one hundred persons were for 
a considerable time hanging to the shrouds, the tops and other parts of the 
wreck ; but from the extreme length of the night and the ferocity of the 
storm nature became exhausted, and they kept at all periods of the night 
dropping off and disappearing. The cries and groans of the unhappy 
sufferers, from the bruises many of them had received and as their ^opes 
of deliverance began to fail them, were continued through tlie niglit; 
though as morning appeared from the few that then survived they became 
feeble indeed. The whole number saved from the wreck amounted to 
eight persons and several of them so exhausted as to be indifferent 
whether they were taken off or not Mr. Galvin mentions that about 
twelve oVlock the mainmast gave way ; at that time he supposes there 
were on the main-top and on the shrouds upwards of forty persons. By 
the fall of the mast the whole were again plunged into the water, and of 
that number only nine besides himself regained the top. The top rested 
upon the main yard, and the whole remained fast to the ship by some of 
the rigging. Of the ten persons who regained the main-top four only 
were alive when morning appeared. Ten were at that time alive on the 
fore-top, but three of thnm had got so exhausted and had becx)nno so unable to 
lielp tnpmselves that before any relief came they were finally washed 
away ; three others perished, and four only were also finally left alive in 
the fore-top. The place where the ship went down was only about three 
times her length to the southward of the entrance into H^erring Cove. The 
people came down in the night to the point opposite to which the ship 
sunk and kept Urge fires, and were so near as to converse with tine people 
on the wreck. 

The first exortioh that was made for their relief was by a bov, thirteen 
years old, from Herring Cove, who ventured ofi* in a small skiff by himself 
about eleven o'clock the next day; and this truly deserving youns lad 
with great exertions and at extreme risk to himself, ventured to approach the 
wreck and backed in his little boat so near to the fore-top as to take off 
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two of the men, for the hont coiild not with safety hold any more ; and here 
a trait of generous magnanimity occurred which deserves to he noticed. 
Danlap and Mnnroe had, throughout this disastrous night providentially 
preserved their strength and spirits heyond their unfortunate companions, 
and had endeavoured to cheer and encourage them as they found tlieir 
spirits sinking ; they were now hoth of the«n able to have stepped into the 
boat and put an end to their own sufferintis, but their other two com- 
panions, tliough alive, were unab!e to help themselves. They lay exhausted 
on the top, wished not to be disturbed, and seemed desirous to perish as they 
lay. These generous fellows hesitated not a moment to remain themselves 
on the wreck and to save, thougli against their will, their unfortunate 
companions. They lifted them up and by the greatest exertions got them 
into tho little skiff, and the manly boy rowed them triumphantly to the 
Cove and in5>ta!itly had them conveyed to a comfortable habitation. 
After Riijiniinji, liy his example, older jxjrsons who had larger t)oats, he put 
off again in his little skiff, but with all his efforts he could net then apivroach 
the wreck. His example, however, was soon followed by tlio men in the 
Tribune's jolly-boat and by some of the l>oa*s of the CV)ve, and by their 
joint exertions the eight men were preserved, who, with four that escaped 
in the jolly-boat make the whole number of survivors of this fine ship's 
company. 

Some liive boon disposed to blame Capt Barker as exhibiting too 
much olKStinacy in not abandonini^ the ship and j)re8erving his crew, as a 
violent storm was ovidontly approaching, but on examining the men who 
have survived we find (though other oflicers in the same situation might have 
formed a different judgment) that the conduc of Capt. Barker was through- 
out the trying scene completely cool and collected. Though from the 
manner in wliioh the ship had l>een run asliore. no blame could attach to 
him, yet he could not reconcile it to himself to lose so fine a ship without 
making every exertion to save her. Having by the greatest efforts con- 
Hiderably lightened hor, he had reason to suppose she might get off before 
hi<^h wai(*r. She made no water while she lay aground, there was therefore 
gn^at hopes, if t;ho coidd not that night have been got up the harbour that 
she might with safety have been brought to anchor and have rode out the 
gale. When she finally got off,"univei-8al joy was diffused throughout tlie 
ship— every man thought the object of their joint efforts was attained — but 
the rapid manner in which the water poured into her, soon damped their 
joy and plunged them into despair. Had the ship been finally saved by 
the great exertions which were made to eflfect it, every man would have 
praised Capt Barker, and, notwithstanding those exe."tions failed, we 
think we may justly sny, in the language of Mr. Addison, 

" *TiH not In mortals to conimnnd success 
B irkor did more ; he did deserve it " 

To his memory therefore and that of his brave fellow-sufferers, the con- 
miseration of their countrymen is justly due. From every generous heart 
they will receive that commiseration ; and while the mind runs over the 
whole trying scene the tears which must involuntarily flow will embalm 
their memory. 

Having closeil the r.eneral eipene, wo think it will not be unacceptable 
to our reade.s if we notice the conduct of some hidividuals. A quarter- 
master Ix^Ionging to the ship, by the name of McGregor, liad his wife on 
l>oard ; they were a respectable couple anil greatly attached to each other. 
McGregor from his affectionate solicitations for her safety, endeavored to 
persnade her, while the ship lav on the shoals, to go ashore in one of the 
lK>ats which came off from the Island, as his mind would be more at ease, 
could he put her in a place of safety. To his solicitations she replied, 
' that she never would abandon him ; if it was his lot to perish, she wished 

Digitized by VrrOOQlC 



1 1 8 Nova Scotia Historical Society. 

not to survive hitn.' Finding it in vain to nrge her farther, be desisted 
from the attempt anil ahe afterwards shared the common fate. A consid- 
erable time after the ship had foundered a man was discovered swimming 
towards tlie wreck. On Ids pproaching near it was found to be McGregor ; 
lie informed his comrades wlio were linnging by the wrcclc, tiiat he hod 
swam towards the shore; tliat he had ventured as far as lie could with 
safety into tho surf, and found if he went further he should \ye dashed to 
pieces, and he cautioned them all to avoid making a like attempt, hut if 
|X)88ible to hold by the wreck. He himself gained the main shrouds and 
remained iliere till the mast gave way, and then mot tlio same fate as his 
unfortunate consort, whose death he was continually deploring while on 
the shrouds. 

Dunlap relates another instance which occurred, which though it 
may appear ludicrous afler the distrci^sing scenes we have noticed, is so 
descriptive of that cool thoughtlessness of danger which so often dist n- 
uuislies our British tara that it would be inexcusable to omit it Daniel 
Munroo, one of tho survivors had as well as Dunlapgot into the fore-top. 
Alter a while he disapijeared and it was concluaed that he had l)een 
washed away with many others; after an absence from the iov of al>out 
two hours, he suddenly popped his head up through the lubber nolo to the 
surprise of Dunlap, who enquired where he had been; he said he had been 
cruising about for a better berth ; and it appeared that, after swimming 
al)out tne wreck for a considerable time, he had retnrne<l to the fore shrouds, 
and crawled in on the cat-hnrpins and had actually lieen to sleep there 
more than an hour, and he said he was and really appeared to be greatly 
refreshe<l. 

Mr. Brcnnan of the Dockyard, who had gone aboard with Mr. Kackum, 
afU^r the sinking of tho ship, had got on the iiiainto]> and remained there 
till the mainmast gave way and was never after seen. 

While noticing the immediate disiisters of the ship, we for^bore to 
mention the fate 6f one of tho boats which had gone fro:n Cjeorge's 
Island. About nine o'clock as the ship went off, the boat got under the 
ship's bow and was upset ; by this circumstance a part of the men, c<ms^sting 
of two sergeants and four privates of the Royal Nova Scotia llegiment were 
unfortunately drowned ; the n^mainder were taken up by the Iwat belong- 
ing to the Eastern Battery. Too much praise cannot l>e' given to the men 
who manned these boats, and particularly to JSergt Bourke, and the l>oat*a 
crew who persevered in following the ship, and finally brought off Lients. 
Campl>ell and Nooth of the Koyal Fusiliers. 

Great praise is also due to the dock-yard boat which carrie<l Mr. 
Rackum on Ixiard. They followed the ship at a short distance till she 
foundered, and with extreme dithculty at length reached Herring Cove. 
Wc are sorry to mention that Mr. Rackum, whose exertions on board 
La Tribune to preserve the ship were gratefully acknowledged, perished 
with the unlappy ship's company. 

Having mentioned all the disastrous circumstances which have 
attended this distressing scene, it is with pleasure we now notice the 
attention which has been paid to the widows and childien of the unfor- 
tunate sufferers- His Royal Highness Prince Edward with that uniform 
generosity which has distinguished his Royal Highness durii g his 
residence in this province, directed immediate provision to be made for tlie 
bereaved families, and there is reason to hope through his Royal Highness' 
representations, that provision will be made as permanent as their 
sofferinga Actions like these dignify even kings and add splendour to the 
hi|;he8trank. 
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Besides tlio attention shown by his Royal HighnesB a liberal subscrip- 
tion has l>cen made by the garrison and ^ntlemen of tlie town for the 
widows of the soldiers who were drowned and for the men who manned 
the boats. 

There is another instance of j^enerosity, which tlie ocrasion seems to 
re(|uirc, and it seems to Ikj the earnest wish of llie men who were saved 
frnni the \\n>i'k ; it is that some rewanl may be l>cstowed on the boy who 
first rame oH* to them. They attribute in a );reat measure their deliver- 
ance to him, and titcy mt'iition with the warmest |]:ratitnde, not only his 
exertions to save them from tlie wreck, but his kind and ha^pitablo 
attention to relieve thorn alUir they had reached the Cove. Surely if a 
subscription wert} set on foot, there is not a man in tlie country who would 
not '^ive something' to reward and cncouraj^e so yonnjj an instance of 
humane and heroic ma^inanimity. 

Mr. Club, the masti^r of La Tribune, was master of the Active, frigate, 
when she was run ashore (ui the Island of Autlcosti. 

Mr. Fennel, first lieutenant, and Mr. Clalvin, the master's mate, were 
iHith formerly prisoiUTS at (iuad(doui)e with Colonel Wetherall, anil were 
all for a considerable time chained by the lojis t«>gether. Lieut. 
Fennell declared to Lieut Campbell that his only motive in cominj^out in 
La Tribune was to have the pleasure of seeing Colonel Wetherall ; and 
such ap}»ears to have been the attachment of iialvin t4> Lieut. Kennel that, 
though he sjK'aks with becoming feeling of the fate of the ship's company, 
the loss of liieut. Vennell seems peculiarly lo affect him. On en«|ui*ing 4if 
him if he saw Lieut Kennel after the ship sunk, he replied, he i\u\ not, for 
if he had, thonirh he was himself in a place (»f ap|»arent security, he would 
again have risked his life to preserve him, and would have effected iter 
perished with him. A siniiliar atta<'hinent to each other api^ears among 
the men who have survived the wreck, and these circumstances unite to 
prove that the virtues whitrli render human being- the most pleasing are 
those they are taught in the trying school of adversity. 



List of the ollicers lost in La Tribune :— Captain, Scory Barker; First 
Lieutenant, Thomas Fennel; Second do .Thomas (Marke; Third do , Thomas 
Sheirp ; Master, James Clubb ; LieuUmant Marines, .lames Cregg ; Surgeon, 

.loues: Purser, Stanfonl ; Cari>entcr, .Tames Jurd ; Boatswain, John 

Franklin; Master's Mate, William Stacey ; Midshipmen, John Dennington, 

('harles I'clflicr, John ('lowdsley, William Croftoii, Nops ; Captain's 

Clerk, William Foley; Hurgeon's Mate, James Mulquinney; (Uitiner, William 
Thomas. 

List of ollicers ami men saved from La Tribune -.—John Galvin, 
Master's Mate; Siaiiieii, Abraham Wanhill, James Crawford, Uol>ert 
Parker, l>aniel Monroe, K Kiiowles, Richard Best, James Ureen, Henry 
llusley, Chris. Dowliiig, Kolx^rt Dunlapand John White. 



We have l)een favored with the follvwinir extract of General Orders, 
dated Halifax, Novemlycr 20, 1707 : 

liieutenanl General, Mis lioyaliilighneas IVmc^ Edward thinks it his 
duty to return his parti<*ular thanks to Lieutenants Ilalibur on, Cair,i»bell 
and Noi»th of the Koyal Fusiliers, also to the several non-commissioned 
oflitrers and privates <if the Uoyal Nova Scotia Regiment, who mannet) the 
l)OHts sent to give assistam^e on Thursday last to His Majesty's frigate 
Tribune, nnfortimately wrecked by getting on shore at the mouth of this 
harbour. 
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His Royal Highness most sincerely laments the loss of Lieut James 
and two non-commissioned officers with four privates of the Royal N. 8. 
Regiment, who were nnfortunately drowned in executing the first of all 
duties, that of giving succor to brother officers and men in distress. 

His Royal Highness directs that the Commissary-General will serve 
free rations to the widows of the non-oom missioned officers and privates 
lost, as follows :— 

To the wife of Sergt Baker, and two children, two rations. 

To Sergt Mullen's wife, one ration. 

To the wife of John Bush and two children, two rations. 



Tuesday Inst the body of Lieut James was found and brou<;ht np to 
town to hia disconsolate parents—and Wednesday was interred with 
military honors." 

Mioliacl Wallace was appointed Treasurer of the Province in 
October of this year on the resignation of Henniag Wontworth. 
Mr. AVallacc remained treasurer until 1827 or 1828, when he was 
succcedeil by his son. Mr. Wallace administered the jyovernnient 
as senior councillor several times during the absence of the 
Governor, Sir James Kenq>t. 

The old playhouse lot in Argyle Street was granted, alwut this 
time, to James Pntuam, from whom it came into possession of the 
trustees of the Acadian School. The grant from the Crown of part 
of the King's Stores for a fishmarket, before referred to, was, on 
20tii August, signed by the Governor and the Prince as commander 
in chief of the troops. This is what was called the new fishmarket. 
The old market had formerly l)cen private property, and the reuts of 
stalls at this time were received by Mr. Cochran, but it was subject 
to town regulations. Commissioners were about the same time 
api)ointed to purchase land and to erect buildings for the accommo- 
dation of the Legislatui'e and Courts of Justice as 8(X>n as peace 
should occur and the price of lal)or shouhl lie lower. The Act 
formerly passed for erecting buildings for this purpose on the 
*' lower parade" was repealed, and that of 1797 was amended hi 
1799 and the Commissioners were directed to purchase land in the 
south suburbs, and build a Government House. 

The winter of 1797-8 was again very severe. The hea^'y falls of 
snow rendered the road from Halifax to "Windsor impassable. The 
Prince ordered the troops to clear the road l^etween the town and 
his residence on the Basin. The supply of fat cattle from the 
country for the troops waa retartled for a long time by the state of 
the roads, 
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It was pro|>o6ed to raise a fimd in the town to be at the disposal 
of Government for the purposes of war. The inhabitants subscril)ed 
a snm approaching £4000 towards this fund ; the officers of the 
Royal Nova Scotia Fenciblc Regiment, £200. The boys of the 
Grammar School contributed about £24, and the regiment in garrison 
and the officers in the public departments, including the contri- 
butions of the Nova Scotia Regiment, amounted to £2097. Much 
enthusiasm on the subject prevailed, and great loyalty was displayed 
by the people. 

A general fast was proclaimed on 2l8t May, which was kept at 
Halifax with much solemnity. 

A commission was issued in July to William Forsyth, Antli*ew 
IJelchcr, William Cochran, Lawrence Hartshorne, Charles Hill, 
Richard Kids ton, John Hrcmner, William Sabatier and Michael 
Wallace, as directors for the Sbubenacadic Canal. A survey and 
report was made by this committee which was printed and published. 

There were several regular traders at this time between Halifax 
and Boston. The principal and most regular one was the Schooner 
Nancy, Captain Tufton. 

In the uionth of January, 1708, a lK>at arrived in the harbor with 
Capt. Wyatt and several passengers of the Brig Princess Amelia, 
bound to Halifax, which had been wrecked on tlie south side of 
Sable Island on Dth November. The wreck had been reported by 
an American schooner, who saw signals of distress on the Island. 
Sir John Wentworth immediately sent a vessel to the Island with 
clothing and provisions for the relief of tlie sufferers. Capt. Wyatt 
equipped his long lK)at and, having got over to the north side of 
the Island, embarked with four of his crew and Lieut. Cochran of the 
Fusiliers, one of the passengers, intending to seek relief. He 
aiTived safe in one of the harbors to tlie eastward of Halifax, where 
he obtained a pilot who brought him to Halifax. Capt. Parker, 
who had charge of the vessel sent to the Island, brought off the 
remainder of tlie crew and passengers in safety. 

1798. On the 8tli August, this year, Prince Edward i*eceived i^ 
injury by a fall from his horse while riding on one of the streets in 
the town. The horse broke through a def^tive wooden bridge over 
one of the sti*eet gutters. The horse rolled over him hurting one of 
his legs ; it did not, however, prevent him from attending to his 
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military dutien. lie was recoinmciided by the physicians to go to 
Kiigland for furtlier advice. An address subscribed by alK>nt four 
hundi-cd of the inhabitants was presented to him on his departure, 
whi(»h took i)lacc on the 2l8t October, when he embarked in 11. M. 
Ship Topaz, Captain Church. The House of Assembly luid previ- 
ously voted live lunidred guineas to piuchase a star of the order of 
the Ciarter to be presented to His Koyal Highness. 

Among the events of the year was the arrival in the harbor, in 
November, of the United States Squadron, consisting of the Sloop- 
of-War Herald, Capt. Stevens, and the Pickering, Capt. Chapman, 
with the Ihig Connnerce, Capt. Childs. Salutes were exchanged, 
and the cai)tains landed and paid their respects to the (iovcrnor, 
Admiral and General, and were hospitably entertained. The United 
States wjis at this time at war with France. 

On the 25th Noveml>er news of Nelson's victory at the Nile 
arrived in Halifax. The town was illuminated in the evening. 
Salutes were iired and other demonstrations of joy occurred through- 
out the day. A number of prizes were brought into the port during 
this autumn. 

Mr. James Stewart, afterwards Solicitor-( General, was this year 
elected without opposition for the county. 

On the 2i>th September a tremendous hurricane visited Halifax 
and continued through part of the night. Nearly all the wharves in 
the town were swei)t away, and most of the shipping in the harbor 
danmged. The tide rose to an iniprecedcjited height, overllovvod 
Water Street and did nmch damage to i)roperty. The water came 
u[) to the old market house where the city brick buikling now stamls. 
The market wharf and King's wharf were partially destroyed, and 
the market slit) or public lauding swept away. The loss of inoperty 
in the town, including the shipping, was estimated at above 
£100,000. 

Among the names of persons engaged in business in the town 
this year we lind, James Kidston, Wholesale and lletail Dealer, 
Matthew Richardson, at tlie foot of riiuce Street, James Moody 
and James Tidmarsh just entered into co-partnership; Forman & 
Grassie, Fraser, Thorn & Co., Shipping ^lerchants, Lyon & IJuller, 
Shopkeepere, near the market house; Thomas M<x)dy, Dry Goods, 
etc., corner of Marchiugton's wharf; James Leaver, opposite the 
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Dartmouth Mill Flour Store, in Water Street; John McMaeters, 
Benjamin Etter, Watchmaker and Hardware Store at the corner of 
George and Harrington Streets, lower Bide of Grand Parade 
(CrosskilPB corner) ; Phoebe Moody, Dry Goods, opposite the 
Parade, in Barrington Street. In the following year the names of 
Jonathan and John Tremain, Samuel Hart, Tremain & Boggs and 
William Annand appear. 

The members of Assembly for the county were : Michael Wallace, 
Jonathan Sterns, Lawrence Hartshorne and Charles Morris. Mr. 
Sterns was replaced by James Stewart.* William Cochran and 
J. G. Pyke were still members for the town. Mr. Benning 
Wentworth was Provincial Secretary. The Hon. Richard Bulkeley, 
the senior councillor, was Grand Master of the Masons. 

TIic papers of tlie day are filled with long advertisements about 
the Government Lottery. 

1709. The chief event which occupied the attention of the good 
people of Halifax during the autumn of this year was the arrival 
and movements of His Royal Highness Pnnco Edward, who had 
now been created Duke of Kent. Having received the api)ointment 
of commander-in-chief of the troops in British North Amenca on 
Gth Scptcml>er, he arrived in H. M. Siiip Arethusa, Capt. Wooley, 
forty-three days from England. The Prince landed in state. A 
procession of boats was formed from the frigate to the King's Wharf 
under a royal salute from the sliips, and on reaching the wharf, by 
a salute from the Citadel. A double line of soldiers, including the 
miliiia, lined the street from the King's Wharf to Government House, 
through which the procession passed. The Governor and Council, 
Admiral Vandiput, General Ogilvie, the officers of the staff and 
public departments and a number of the principal citizens, attended. 
On his arrival at Government House the bells of St. Paul's and the 
old Mather Meeting House rang out a merry peal, and a large 
number of the inhabitants crowded around to bid him welcome 
again to Halifax. In the evening, bonfires were lit on the Grand 
Parade in honor of his arrival. The Duke soon after removed to 

•NoTK.— Mr. Stcwftrt was the son of Anthdny Htcwart, boforo montionod, a LoyaHAt 
f^ontlomHii from M-.ryland. Ho waA . Solicitor IJcnoral aiid afterwards u Judsoof the 
Huprcinc Court. He married a Hiotcr of fhc late Oiicf Justico, 8ir 1). HaJiburton. 
Jndt^o Stewart's rcHidcnco wan the yollow brick houHO at tlie comer of PIoaHant Street 
and Morrl8 Street, afterwards the rcxidencoof Mr. Alexander Stewart. Master of the 
Kolis, but not related to Jud^o Jamca Stewart. Tho late Kovoroiid James Stewart, of 
Part month, was his grandson. 
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his villa on the Basin, six miles from town. This beautiful little 
retreat hod been ereeted by Prince Edward on the land of tlie 
Governor, Sir John Wentwortli. The grounds were laid out and 
improved at considerable expense under his direction. The 
Rotunda, or music room, on the opiK)site side of the road, next the 
wat^r, surrounded by the rich foliage of the beech groves, and 
surmounted by a lai^e gilded ball, flashing in the sunlight, 
presented a beautiful and picturesque appeamnce on the appiotieh 
to the T^ge. The villa was built altogether of wood, consisting of 
a centre of two stories containing the hall and staircase, with a flat 
roof. There were two wings containing the Duke's apartments. 
In the rear was a narrow wooden building with pointed gothic 
windows, resembling a chapel, containiug the kitchen and offices, 
which extended some distance southward beyond the main building. 
The grouping of the beech and birch trees in the lawn and around 
the house was well arranged. They were the original forest trees, 
selected and permitted to stand in clearing away tlie space for the 
buildings. The rooms were not spacious, and the ceilings low, 
which appears to have been the fashion of building in Halifax at 
the time. The woods around were very l)eautifuk They were 
traversed by walks, and in several places by a carriage road with 
vistas and resting places where little wooden seats and several 
imitation Chinese temples wci-e ei'ected. Several of these small 
summer houses were in existence in 1828, and probably later, and 
portions of them could be seen through the openings in the trees on 
passing the main road. The Duke erected a range of low buildings 
on the edge of the Basin, a little to the north of the Rotunda, which 
were occupied by two companies of his regiment, and containetl the 
guard room and a mess room for the officers. This building was 
aftei*wards known as the Rockingham Inn, a fvaourite resort in 
summer, when tea and ginger beer were to be had under the piazza 
which ran along the edge of the water. This hotel acquired the 
name of the " Rockingham," having been for a long time after the 
Prince's departure the place of meeting of the Rockingham Club. 
This club was established either while the Duke was resident here, 
or very soon after his leaving for Canada. It was composed of 
Governor Wentworth, the members of His Majesty's Council, the 
Admiral of the station, several of the principal military officers, and 
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a number of the leading eitizcns of Halifax. Dr. Stanser, rector 
of St. Paul's, was one of its members; also the Hon. Andrew 
Iklcher, both of whom had villas on the Basin, the former at 
Sherwood, aftei-wards the proj^erty of the late Mr. Thos. Kenny, 
and the latter at Birch Cove, now in the occupation of the family of 
the late Peter Donaldson. 

The Rockingham Club was partly literary and partly social. 
The members dined together at the hotel, which was styled the 
liockingham House, in compliment to Sir John Wentworth, the 
head of whose family, the Marquis of Rockingham, was about Uiat 
time in, or at the head of the British Ministry. The large room 
which extended along the south wing of the building, east and west, 
with the end to the water, was hung with the portraits of many of 
the membere of the club painted by Field, a portrait painter of 
considerable talent who, at that time and for several years after, 
resided in Halifax, and from whose brush the portraits of many of 
the then principal citizens and their ladies still remain.* 

In 1799 the prices of provisions in Halifax markets were as 
follows: Beef, by the quai-ter, from 4d. to 5d. jier pound; pork, 
Gd., mutton, 7d. to 8d., veal, 8d. to 9d., fowls, from Ss. to 4s., 
oats, 28. 6d. and 3s., butter, Is. 3d. and Is. 6d. 

In 1798 the number of illegitimate children in the Halifax Poor 
House was fourteen, in 1799, seventeen, and in 1800, fifteen. The 
total cost of the establishment during the three years was £570 16s. 
Id. P'incs received at Halifax, 1798, £60 ; 1799 and 1800, £82 lOs. 
Fresh Water liridge was renewed and completed in 1798. 

In 1799 the legislature made some amendments to the Act for 
the erection of public buildings. The Commissioners apiK>inted 
by the Governor and Council were authorized to purchase land 
for the site of a new Government House. The old House to 

*AmonK Fiold'8 port-mits remaining in UaUfax, arc thoro of tbo Hon. Michael 
Wallace, Hon \Vm. l/avt-non, Hon. Andrew llolcher and Mrs. Belcher, Bishop Charles 
InfplU, Ucv. Dr. Archibald Gray and Mrs Gray, the late Andrew Wriffbt, of the firm of 
Belcher & Wright, and hii* ulster Mary, the Uite Dr. W. J. Almon, and others. That of 
Sir John Wcntworlh. a full half lenmh, the bext performance of Field in this country, 
wan removed from the Uockinghnm to Government House by Sir John after the club 
had been dissolved, and became Oovornmcnt property. It was aftenn'ards removed to 
the Province Building, whence it was taken some years ago, and Lb aaid to have fallen 
into private hands, having been either lent of given away br order of one of the 
gentlemen who, some yearn ago, occupied the ofnco of Provincial Heorotary. It is to 
be Itoped that ere lonjjp it will find Its way back to itti place in the Building. 

That of Coramis>:ioncr Ingleflcld. also a member of the club, hung for many years 
over the mantle pi(x;e of the committee room of the Legislative Council Chamber, but 
was afterwards prcHonted to the late Admiral Inglcfleld, father of Sir ICdward Inglcneld. 
lately Admiral on this station. 
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be appropriated to tlie Uouse of Assembly and Courts of Law. 
The Commissioners were Messrs. Wallace, Cochran, Ilartsliorne, 
and John Beckwith. The House of Assembly voted £10,500 for 
the building, etc. The old Government House having been found 
unfit for the accommodation of the Legislature, was sold and the 
block of buildings known as Cochran's, before mentioned, was 
leased this year for £300 per annum for the acconunodation of the 
Law Courts, the Legislature, and the public oflices connected with 
the Provincial Government. Commissioners were also appointed to 
build a new market house for the butchers and for a vegetable 
market. This was the wooden building which was removed during 
the administration of Governor I^eMarchant, to make way for the 
present brick structure. A clerk of the market was appointed. 
There being then no convenient accommodation for the vegetable 
market, the country people were permitted to sell in the streets and 
the square in front of the market house. 

This has once more become the custom ; the portion of the new 
market appropriated to the country people having been lately taken 
for city offices. The want of sulTlcicnt space in the central parts of 
the 'town for the convenience of markets and the erection of public 
buildings, lias been always an impediment to the improvement and 
embellishment of the city. The small dimensions of the lots as 
originally laid out, being only forty feet by sixty, and the short 
space between the streets, the narrow spaces allowed for the public 
landings, and the small size of the water grants for the erection of 
whan'cs in the old town, have been a continual drawback to the 
convenience of trade and the progress of improvement in front of 
the town. And it is a subject of regret that at the present day so 
little attention is paid by the public authorities to the future welfare 
of the city in respect to laying off building lots and streets by 
private owners and speculators. 

The regular packet between Halifax and Boston, the Schooner 
Nancy, usually occupied three days in her trips. She was 
commanded by Capt. J. Huxford. He was afterwards known in 
Halifax as Crazy Huxford. He was on board the Shannon, frigate, 
in the engagement with the American ship Chesapeake, and had been 
wounded in the head, from which he never fully recovered. He was 
one of the best pilots on the coast and was, until his death, a naval 
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hraiicli pilot uttaclicd to the Dockyard. Wlieu umlcr the influence 
of li(|uoi- be became frantic and was continually Bhouting through 
• he streets of the town without hat or coat. This poor old man 
died about tweuty-fivc or thirty years ago at a very lulvanced age. 

In May the snudl pox made its appearance in the town and strict 
quarantine regulations were enforced. Dr. Gschwint (pronounced 
vSwint) was appointed health oflicer. 

Tlio elections took place this autunni. Messrs. William Cochran 
and John George l\ke were again retiuned. The former polled 
K)'l votes and the latter ;M(». At this time tlie electors were 
conlined to freeholders only. The franchise Avas not altered till 
about the year IH^O. Mr. Cotnam Tonge, Edward Mortimer, 
Messrs. Fulton and Morris were elected for the county. Oidy two 
resident in the town succeeded, Tonge and Morris ; Wallace, 
Stewart and Ilarlshurne were rejected by the Pietou votes. 

On Saturday, the 11th August, attempts were made by persons 
unknown to set fire to the Dockyard, Government house and the 
engine Iiouse. The Governor and Council offered a large reward 
for discovery. A night i)atiol of militia and inhabitants was 
(U'dered out under the superintendence of the magistrates. 

The Rev. 15erniinl Michael Ilouseal, minister of St. George's, in 
tlie noilli suburbK, died on the i)th March, this year, in the seventy- 
second year of his age. He was a native of the Duchy of AVurtcm- 
berg, was educated at one of the German universities, and was 
estoemed a good schohir and a pious minister of religion. He had 
been chosen by the learned consistory of Stuttgart for the ministry 
of the Lutheran Clunch, and embarked for America in 1752. After 
.^Kiing several years in the ministry he took charge of a congregation 
of Germans in New York, and came with the Loyalists to Halifax 
in 1783. He was buriwl in the old German burial ground attached 
to his church in Brunswick Street, and his tombstone remains there. 
Mr. Ilouseal was succeeded in the Church of St. George by the 
Rev. George Wright, who was also i)rincipal of the Halifax Grammar 
School and chai)lain to the garrison. The Round Church, in 
Bnniswick Street, was at this time only in process of erection and 
was not finished until the year 1811, or thereabouts. 

On the 30th October, II. M. Ship Porcupine, Capt. Evans, 
arrived from New Providence, having on board the Duke of Orleans 
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and his two brothers, the Dake of Montpcnsier and Count Beaujoile, 
attended by Count Montjoye. They had been waiting for a passage 
to Kngland and had proceeded here in the Porcupine in hope of 
meeting with an opportunity of going to Europe. Finding no 
immediate opiK>rtunity to England, they both took their passage in 
a merchant ship for New York. Though considered as prisoners 
on parole, they dined with the Governor, and paid a visit to the 
Duke of Kent at the Lodge. They also attended a public ball at 
Government House on the 17tli November. The Duke of Orleans 
was afterwards elected to the French tlirone as Ix>uis Philippe, King 
of the French, and eventually died in exile in England. After he 
became king, on meeting with several persons from Nova Scotia, 
he very kindly enquired after several gentlemen of Halifax by name 
and spoke with much feeling of the kindness he experienceil while 
in Halifax. On arrival he was found to be in very straitened 
circumstances and the Duke of Kent was believed to have given 
him pecuniary assistance to enable the party to proceed on their 
voyage. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1800. At the commencement of the century Halifax presented 
a prosperous condition. The population now approached 9,000. 
Trade was brisk, and the place was enlivened by a large garrison 
and the presence of a Prince of the Blood Royal. The harbor was 
the resort of the fleet and was the principal station of the naval 
commander. The war was at its height aqd the Prize Court in full 
operation. Several privateers had been fitted out by the merchants 
of the town and captures of French vessel were frequent, though 
the trade of the port occasionally suffered from the French cruisers 
on the coast. Among the captures from the enemy at the time, the 
most remarkable was that of two prizes^ one French and one Danish, 
brought in by Captain William Pryor, commander of the Privateer 
Nymph, of Halifax. 

Several public buildings were commenced this spring. On the 
5th June the Prince laid the comer stone of the Masonic Hall. His 
Royal Highness was Grand Master of the Masons of Lower Canada, 
and acted for the Hon. Richard Bulkeley, Grand Master of Nova 
Scotia, when age and infinnities prevented him from attending. A 
masonic procession was formed and the ceremony is said to have 
been one of the finest which Halifax ever witnessed. The band of 
the Prince's own regiment, the 7th Fusiliers, performed under the 
direction of Mr Selby, organist of St. Paul's, one of the craft. 

On the 10th April, Sir John Wentworth laid the comer stone of 
the Round Church (St. George's) in Brunswick Street. The 
Legislature this session voted £500 towards its completion. The 
land on which the church was erected had been purchased some time 
previously by the Committee of Superintendence. The design is 
said to have been the work of the late John Merrick and Mr. J. 
Fliegar of the Surveyor General's Vlepartment, and for some years 
surveyor to Governor Wentworth while Surveyor General of Woods 
and Forests in Nova Scotia. St. George's old church, then known 
as the Dutch Church, was at this time occupied by the congreg^tioQ 
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of the north suburbs, many of whom were the <le8ccn<lanta of the 
first Genniin settlers. Though always an independent eonjjregation, 
it had been considered part of the parish of vSt. PauTs, the whole 
Townsliip of Halifax having been originally included in that parish, 
and it continued so until legally erected into a separate parish by 
the name of St. George's parish, under the Act of the Legislature 
passed for that purpose in 1827. The Rev. (ieorge Wright was at 
this time minister of vSt. (George's congregation. He had lately 
succeeded Mr. Houseal, who was styled Missionary to the (lermans. 

A sum of money, tus we have seen, had been voted by the 
Legislature for the erection of a (Tovernment House. Mucii 
discussion had arisen in the House of Assembly and witii the 
Executive authorities, regarding the funds to be appropriated for 
this purpose, and some difference of opinion existed regarding the 
site for the building. It was finally arranged that it should b(» 
placed in tlie lk»ld lietwecn Hollis and I'hasant Streets, to include 
the site of the old hospital. The corner stone of this edifice was 
laid ]>y the Duke of Kent on the 11th of September. A proc(\ssion 
was formed whicli proceeded from the old Government House, 
accompanied by a band of music, and the ceremony was concluded 
by a prayer by the Rev. Doctor RolKnt Stanser, Rector of St. 
raul's. Isa:wi llildrith was the architect, an<l John Henderson chief 
mason. No building siiice erected in Halifax exceetls GovernuK^nt 
House in neatness of design and solidity of workmauslii[). Some 
of the old brick buildings now remaining in the city were erectc/1 by 
. Mr. Henderson. 

The old market house was taken down this year and the new one 
commenced. This old market occupied the site of tlie recent City 
Court House. The new one was erected in the open space opposite 
the King's wharf, wheje the new brick market house now stands. 
It was a flat-roofed wooden building intended to acconnnodate the 
butchers only. A pitciied roof was afterwards put on this building. 
There was a small green market built at the same time next tlie 
north line of the fuel yard, which was afterwards removed. These 
buildings were erected at the expense of Government, the sum of 
£2,252 having been granted by the House of Assembly to be 
appropriated to the erection of this new meat market, also to the 
repair and extension of the market slip or public landing, and for 
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the fish-Tnnrket, and, at the same time, £250 was voted to the heirs 
of the late Joseph Geirish who claimed some interest in a poition 
of the old market house lot. A small piece of groand at the corner 
of the military fuel yard, next to the new market house, was about 
the same time purchased from Mr. Kidstou who then occupied it for 
weigh scales aud other purposes. The Grand Jury refused to 
accept the grant from the Crown of the old market house lot in the 
way it had been drawn by the Secretary of the province. The 
Council declined to make the alterations in the grant required, and 
concluded that the old building and the lot should remain under the 
control of the Commissioners of Public Markets, and ordered the 
old buildings to l>e taken down and the ground leased. 

In March the House of Assembly was in session. The elections 
of Mr. Tongc for the County and Mr. Pyke for the Town were 
declared void by the House in consequence of some defect in their 
qualifications. On the 9th April following, the new election for the 
town took place, and on the 14th, Andrew Belcher was returned by 
a majority of 65 votes. Mr. Michael Wallace was returned for the 
County. Mr. Tonge, having been also chosen by a country 
constituency, fell back on the double return and retained his seat. 
On the 12th March, the House attended at St. Paul's church in a 
body, when the Rev. Dr. Stanser, then chaplain, preached before 
them. 

This summer His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent took his final 
departure from Halifax. The usual addresses were presented by 
the House of Assembly, His Majesty's Council and the people of 
the Town. He embarked in H. M. Ship Assistance on the 3rd 
August, and saileJl on the 4th. His embarkation was attended with 
full military ceremony, the troops lining the streets. His Royal 
Highness, accompanied by the Governor and Council and the 
principal Naval and Military Officers, proceeded on foot through the 
avenue formed by the troops to the King's Wharf, whence he 
reached the ship under salutes from the batteries, the artillery corps 
and the ships of war. Several of the old inhabitants not many 
years since recollected the scene, and could describe the feelings 
evinced by the townspeople on the occasion. His tall command- 
ing figure in full military uniform, his hat surmounted by the lofty 
white plume, then worn by tlie fusiliers, could be seen aboVe the 
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heads of t:ie sarroanding crowd as he walked down the line with a 
smile of recognition for his friends, on passing them, amidst the 
plaudits of the crowd.* Though the Duke exhibited on all occasions 
the most kind temper in civil life, and his manner and conversation 
with those he liked almost amounted to familiarity, yet his sternness 
in military affairs never forsook him. Eleven soldiers had been 
sentenced to death for mutiny and desertion, and had been left by 
the Duke for execution, which was carried into effect under his 
orders a few days after he left our shores. On tlie 7th August, 
those unfortunates were brought out oh the Common, dressed in 
white, with their coffins, accompanied by the Revd. George Wright, 
the Gan-ison Chaplain, and Doctor Burke, tlio Roman Catholic 
clergyman, in the presence of the whole garrison. Eight of them 
were reprieved under the gallows, and the three who belonged to 
the Newfoundland Regiment were hanged. Public feeling was 
against the Duke in this affair. It was thought that on the eve of 
his departure he should have granted a remission of the death 
sentence, which, as General Commanding, he had power to do, 
until the King's pleasure should be kno^ii. Three executions only 
a day or two after his departure, produced a disagreeable impres- 
sion of His Royal Highness in the minds of the people of Halifax, 
who had just taken leave of him with so much kind feeling. 

The Quarter Sessions having authorized the establishment of a 
military exercising giound on the north end of the Common, an act 
for which they had no authority, laid the groundwork of Iniuch 
dispute and controversy with subsequent military commanders, wlio 
on several occasions later undertook to interfere with the City 
authorities in beautifying and improving the Common. 

The death of tlie Hon. Richard Bulkeley, late Secretary of the 
Province, occurred this year ; he was inh is 83rd year. Mr. Bulkeley 
came to Halifax as Aide-de-Camp to Grovernor Comwallis in 1749, 
and had twice administered the Government as Senior Councillor. 
Also that of Anthony Henry, the King's printer. He published the 
Royal Gazette at Halifax for about 40 years. John Howe was his 
successor in the offloe of King's printer. 

*NoTK.^ After tho Princo's doi»artaro Governor Wcntworth occupied the Lodge on 
tlM Basin, which had been bnUt on his land. Ho nwldod thoro for some time after 
retiring from tho Qoremment. 
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1801. Karly this year it was proposed to establish a bank in 
Halifax by means of a joint stock company whose capital was to be 
£50,000 in shares of £100 each. A committee of management was 
named consisting of Edward 1). Bi*euton, William Forsyth, Foster 
Hutchinson, Lawrence Hartshome, James Forman, James Fraser 
and Captain John Beckwith. They required a monopoly, which was 
refused them by tlie House of Assembly, and the project fell through. 

The winter of 1800-1801 had l)ecn very sickly. Smallpox had 
made its appearance in town early in the autumn, and 182 persons 
had died of it between September, 1800, and the month of February 
following. 

Several fires occurred during the winter. Sir John Wentworth's 
stables at the lodge were burned down. The most disastrous fire 
which had oceun-ed in the town for many years took place on the 
5th February, when the block fronting the old Government House 
on HoUis Street was pai-tially destroyed. 

On the 13tli February this year, the society known as the Sun 
Fire Company was established at Halifax. It was, perhaps, the 
first Fire Company ever instituted in the town. Those known as 
the Phcenix Fire Company, the Hand and Hand and the Heart and 
Hand were of a subsequent date. The Sun Fire Company in the 
year 1810, included most of tlie principal inhabitants of the town. 
Their names will be found in the Appendix. 

1802. A considerable outlay of money appears to have been 
made on the streets of the town about this time. The commis- 
sioners appointed for this purpose were Charles Morris, J. G. Pyke, 
Lawrence Hartshome, Michael Wallace and William Lyons. The 
ex|)enditure this year on the sti'cets amounted to £t)30, and in the 
two succeeding years to £GOG and £808. The sum of £aO0 had 
been granted in 1801 towards the expense of paving some of the 
streets ; the remainder probably was raised by assessment. 

The names of the town magistrates in 1802, were John Newton, 
Cnstos, Jonathan Binney, Geo. W. Sherlock, J. G. Pyke, Dr. 
Michael Head, W. Taylor, Stephen H. Binney, Jas. Gantier, Wm. 
Cochran, Charles Morris, Junior, Daniel Wood, William Thompson, 
Michael Wallace, Charles Hill, Richard Kidston, P. Marchington, 
Jonathan Tremain, James Clarke, William Schwartz, Hibbert N. 
Binney and John Bremner. These are the Magistrates for the 
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County of Halifax. They all appear to have been residents in the 
town. Lewis M. Wilkins was Sheriff; John Newton and II. N. 
Binuey were joint Collectors of the Customs; Daniel Wootl, 
Inspector; John Cleveland, Collector of light duties; and John II. 
Flicgar, Ganger. The Fiicwards of the town were Mr. Pyke, Mr. 
Wallace, Mr. Hill, Mr. Cleveland, Mr. Clarke, William Millet, 
Elias Mai-shall, Thomas Fillis, Andrew Liddell, John Fillis, Wm. 
Lyons, Thomas Boggs, John Howe and Garret Miller. 

The Royal Nova Scotia Regiment on being disbanded this year, 
presented an address to Sir John Wcntworth, their Colonel, in 
August. The names of the ofTicci*s of this Regiment were Lt. Cols. 
Francis Kearney and Samuel V. Bayard,* Major Geo. Thesigcr, 
Capts. John Solomon, Jones Fawson, Alexander Howe, J John 
Allen, William Cox and Joshua W. Weeks, Capt. Lieutenant John 
G. Degreben ; Lieutenants Thomas Morris, Otto W. Schwartz, 
Philip Kearney, Eric Sutherland, George H. Monk, Michael 
Pernettc, Charles Rudolf, John C. Ritchie, John Emerson, Timothy 
Ruggles, Richard Green, Isaac Glennie, Ilebbert Newton, Thomas 
A. C. Winslow, Alexander Hamilton, Charles W. Solomon and 
John Eraser ; Ensigns James Moore, Robert Bayard, Henry Green, 
Thomas Wright, Richard Gibbons ; Paymaster Benning Weutworth, 
Surgeon John Fraser. 

Governor Wcntworth directed his reply to this address from 
\' the Lodge." 

The population of Halifax had again decreased towards the' end 
of the year 1802. The returns of the number of inhabitants in the 
town and on the peninsula were suj follows : — 

Men. Women. Boys. Girls. Total. 

Whites 1924 2480 1790 16G9 7872 

Blacks 96 16G 81 108 451 

In Naval Yajd 25 36 27 27 115 

Dutch Village 15 16 30 33 94 

Total 8532 



*CoL Bajrard retired from octivo sorvioe and Hottled in Annapolfs County. Ho was 
the father of tbo lato Dr, liayard of SU Jolin, and tfrandfathur of tho present Doctor 
William Bayard of that city. 

tCapt Uowo was a descendant of the Hon. Ed. Howe, one of Comwallls* first 
oounciliora. 
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There were 1000 dwelling houses in the town and peninsula. In 
taking the census, the wards of the town were distinguished as 
follows : North Barraeks Ward, Pontac Ward, Market House Ward, 
Governor's Ward, Meeting House Ward, South Barraeks Ward, 
South Suburbs and North Suburbs. 

The sum of £8,900 had been expended by the Commissioners on 
the building of Government House, and but the first story had been 
completed. Much dissatisfaction was expressed in the House of 
Assembly with the coui-se pursued by the Commissioners, lielcher, 
Hutchinson, Cochran and Beckwitli had kept no minutes of their 
proceedings. Wallace api>ears to have had the principal super- 
vision. He was censured by the House for having acted without 
the concurrence of those associated with him, and for exceeding tlie 
limits prescribed him by law. But his zeal and ability were 
commended and no corrupt motives were attributed to him. In 
1804 an additional sum of £2,500 was voted to complete the 
building, a considerable sum having been voted and expended the 
previous year.* 

Several fires occurred in June which were supposed to be the 
work of incendianes. It had been proved beyond all doubt that 
buildings in several parts of the town had been set on fire. A 
patrol of militia under Colonel Pyke was ordered to patrol the 
streets from sunset to sunrise, and all suspected persons who coidd 
not give a good account of themselves at night were ordered to be 
arrested. A reward of £100 was offered for discovery, and several 
arrests were made. A boy who confessed to having attempted to 
set fire to the Dockyard was sent out of the province. 

On the 2nd September the 97th regiment arrived in the harbor 
and landed immediately at the King's Wharf. On the 14th the fleet 
arrived from Jamaica under the command of Commodore Bay n ton, 
consisting of the Cumberland, 74, Bellerophon, 74, Gauges, 74, 
Vanguard, 74, Goliah, 74, Thesis, 74, Elephant, 74 and the 
Pelican, Brig. The 7th regiment embarked shortly after, and the 
town people presented a farewell address to Col. Layard and Lient.- 
Col. Edwards. In April the Governor and Council were prevailed 
on to grant a i)ress wanant to Capt. Bradley of the Cambrian for 

* The buUding cost about £18,000. 
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ten days in the town to enable him to fill up the number of his erew, 
it being 50 short of its complement. 

The Rev. Dr. Burke was at this time Roman Catholic Vicar 
General of Nova Scotia under the Bishop of (iuebec ; he afterwards 
administered the Episcopal ollice in Halifax as Bishop of Zion. 
Dr. Burke was a gentleman of education and highly esteemed in the 
community. 

The death of a very aged inhabitant, John Murphy, occurred this 
year. He was 90 yeai-s of age, and haii been one of the first settlers 
of the town. He had acquired a lai"ge property in fields in the south 
suburbs, where he kept a large number of cows, and for a great 
many years supplied the principal inhabitants with milk and butter. 
The fields extending nortiiward from Smith's tan yard to the corner 
house formerly occupied by the lat<j Sheriff Sawyer, were known 
formerly as Murphy's fields. 

1803. The following is an account of tlie butchers' meat sold in 
the Halifax market for six months commencing July 1st and ending 

December 31st, 1802. 

Sheep. Calves. Oxen. Pigs. 

July 785 204 157 — 

Aug 064 147 186 — 

Sept 1409 91 273 21 

Oct 1017 85 224 76 

Nov 928 78 465 407 

Dec 883 — 614 692^ 

Total 5986 665 1919 1196 

The above is exclusive of the moat issued under contract for the 
Navy, but it is to be assumed it included the Army contract. 

1804. This spring the House of Assembly recommended that 
the old market house should be taken down and a new building 
erected on the ground for the purpose of a County Court House and 
police office. This was the brick building lately used for city 
purposes. An Act was passed in 1804 with that object. 

The trade of the port was much depressed this season by the 
number of captures made by the enemy, and from the low prices 
obtained for fish in the West India market, where the merchants of 
Halifax were undersold by U. S. fishermen. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Histfrnj of Halfjax City. 187 

Among the events of the year was the arrival of several 
distinguished prisonera, among whom was General Bniuet and 
saite, who put into Halifax on their way to England, having been 
made prisoners at St. Domingo. Governor Wentworth assigned 
them the old Roekinghain Inn, near the Prince's Lodge on the 
Basin, as a place of abode while here. They were shortly after 
removed to England. 

In the autumn General Hoyer, commandant of the garrison, 
undertook to try the metal of the Ilaligonians by causing a false 
alarm of invasion. The report was spread early in tlie moniing 
that tlic French were off the harbor. Befoi-c 10 o'clock, A.M., 
about 1 ,000 militia men were embodied and at their resi>ective 
l>ost8. Two hundred of them were artillery men. The dress 
companies were all in uniform and fully equipped. Among the first 
who appeared on the parade ground with their guns were Parson 
Wright, head master of the grammar school, and the Solicitor 
General, James Stewart, better known as Juilge Stewart. 

1805. Press M'an-ants were granted by the Council on the 6th 
May to Vice Admiral Sir Andi-ew Mit<;hell, then in command of the 
station, for fourteen days. He afterwards demanded an extension 
of his warrant for six months, which was refused by the Council at 
their meeting ou the 18th. In their reply to the Admiral they 
mention that the number of seamen engaged in the West India 
trade, etc., had been so reduced by captures, imprisonment and 
other causes that there were not sufHcient in the port to man the 
vessels, and that all the seamen to be found in the town would not 
now be enough to meet half the demand for one sloop-of-war in the 
fleet. Moreover, that there were many at the time in French prisons 
whose families were supported by charity in the town. This, 
together with the high rate of wages in the United States, had 
reduced the commerce of the port to the greatest necessity. 
Finally, that the execution of impress waiTants on shore were 
attended with much disturbance and annoyance to the laboring 
poor and others not fit for service, and the Council were of opinion 
that it should only be resorted to ^n the most urgent occasions 
and when advantage from it was to be reasonably looked for. 

Mitchell, finding he could not prevail on the Council, undertook, 
in the following Oetol)er, to send press gangs through the town 
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without warrant. An armed party of sailors and marines from the 
Cleopatra, frigate, nnder the command of one or more officers, were 
sent out. The citizens resisted and a riot ensued, which resulted in 
the death of one person and the wounding: of several others. One 
of these encounters occurred in the store of Messrs. Forsyth «fe Co., 
where a number of merchant sailors had secreted tliemselves. 
General Wentworth called a mectiii": of tiie Council on 23rd 
November, and it was ordered that the Solicitor-General should 
proceed to prosecute all persons belonging to the slups of war wlio 
had been engaged in impressments. The Attorney General, R. J. 
Uniacko, MitcheiFs father-in-law, was in Kngland at tiie time, on 
leave of absence. Tlie Admiral's gang had broken open the store 
of Forsyth & Co. under the pretense of looking for deserters, aiul 
Sir Andrew defended his conduct under the authority of a warrant 
from the Admiralty, but he was condemned in heavy damages for 
his illegal proceedings. 

The town artillery at this time consisted of three companies 
commanded by Captains Charles Morris, Bremner and Fillis, and 
there was another under Capt. Mcintosh of Spry field, which did 
duty at York Redoul)t, composed principally of market fisherman 
who were regularly trained to battery exercises. Governor Went- 
worth appears to have been assiduous in his eflforts to keep up the 
local defences of the town, and to have placed nuich reliance on the 
volunteer companies for that purpose. 

There wa« a plentiful harvest this year throughout the whole 
province. Provisions of all sorts were plentiful in tiie toi^ni, so 
much so that the arrival of the fleet and a large exi)ort to Bermuda 
and Newfoundland did not augment the prices. The importations 
of flour from the United States, both this and the following year, 
were very extensive. 

In October an unfortunate French prisoner named Pierre Paulin 
was executed on the common for the murder of a fellow prisoner. 
The Governor and Council refused to reprieve him. 

In December the town was illuminated and other joyful demon- 
strations made by the inhabitants on the news of the Battle of 
Trafalgar. 

1806. In the month of February, Lieut.-Gcncral Gardner, the 
commandant of the garrison, died at Halifax; his funeral was 
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attended with much military pomp and ceremony. He was buried 
under old St. PauPs Church. 

A generiil election occurred in 1806, when Edward Mortimer 
of Pictou, Simon B. liobie, S. G. W. Archibald and William 
Lawson were returned for the county, and John George Pyke and 
Foster Hutchinson for the town. Cochran, the old member, 
petitioned against Lawsou on the ground of (qualification. 

The Government House remained still unfinished. The sum of 
£4,202 had been expended on tlie building since the last session, 
whicli was £2,000 more than had been voteil. 

On the 20th April Halifax was thrown into alarm by the appear- 
ance of a number of lariije vessels in the ofTing. Signal guns were 
fired from the alann posts in tlie harlx)r, and the military and militia 
were under arms. There was another alarm of French invasion 
on or about the 20th May, when several large vessels were again 
reported off the harbor. The militia of the town were again 
assembled, but the greater part of them were without arms. 
Governor Wentworth ha<l previously made several applications to 
the Imperial Government for arms for the Halifax Militia, but it 
does not appear that uuich attention was paid to his solicitations. 

Among tlie advertisements which appeared in the the Gazette this 
year was notice of a periodical publication to be called the *' Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick Magazine or Historical Library," which 
was offered for sale at the book stores of Messrs. Morrison, Bonnet, 
Edmund Ward und William Minns. Morrison kept his book and 
stationer's shop at the corner of Duke and Granville Streets, after- 
wards known as Joseph Robinson's hat store, now owned by Mr. 
Kiezer. He was succeeded in his business by George Eaton, who 
was the principal lxK>k seller and stationer in the town for several 
years. This old building, with others along the upper side of Gran- 
ville Street was destroyed by fire about 1827. At this time there was 
a law in exiBtence to prevent poraons building wooden houses in the 
town above a certain height. The present wooden building at the 
comer was then erected under this law and did not exceed what by 
measurement was deemed one story iand a half. Several stone and 
brick buildings were erected in consequence of this law. That to 
tlie south of Kiezer's comer occupied by Mr. Simonds and others, 
fwiother in the si^ie block built by the late Willii^m Macara, 
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(Iniggist, and the lai-ge double three story stone bnilding in 
Harrington Street, nearly opposite St, Paul's, were all erected about 
this time by Mr. Matthew Richardson on the site of tlic late 
Andi*ew Iklcher's garden. Several old gamble roofeil houses, the 
remnant of the first settlement, were destroyed by the above- 
mentioned fire. 

On 22nd December, the American Government laid an embargo 
on all vessels within American iK)rts lK>und to any foreign places, 
and the officers of the Customs throughout the States were directed 
to refuse clearances to all such vessels. This was a great check to 
trade, aud Halifax felt the result in tlie scarcity of provisions and 
particularly of flour, which went up immediately to £5 per bbl., 
the inhabitants having been in a great measure dependent on the 
States for tliat aii;icle. 

A sailor named John Wilson had been taken fix>m the American 
Frigate Chesapeake on charges of mutiny and desertion. He was 
tried in Halifax by Court Martial on board the Flag Ship l^lleisle 
on 26th August, condemned and executed on 31st. Two other 
seamen were in October following executed on board the Jason, 
Capt. Cochran, for mutiny. 

The following list of town officers appointed by the tJrand Jury 
for the Town in 1806, will be found interesting : 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, ) ^< ^ c? 

,^ ' , „, ' S Court of QrAUTKit Sessions. 

Mareh Term. j ^ 

The Grand Jury present to the Worehipful Court the following as 
proper persons to serve as Town Officers for the ensuing year, in 
the different offices to which they are named, viz : 

William Lyon, County Treasurer ; Henry Yeomans, Town Clerk ; 
Samuel Muirhcad, Stephen Oxley, Clerks of the Market; Richard 
Woodin, Michael Denny, William Hogg, Enoch Wiswell, Surveyors 
of Lumber and Fence Viewers ; Joseph Hamilton, James Romans, 
Sealers of Leather ; Nicholas Vass, Thomas Adams, Patrick Ryan, 
William Ford, John Knowdie, Fredenck Stormy, Sur^^eyor8 of 
Pickled Fish ; Thomas Adams, William Ford, Cullers of Dry Fish ; 
Nicholas Vass, William Ford, Frederick Stormy, Gaugers of Oil ; 
John H. Fleigher, Gauger; Henry Shiers, Richard Woodin, William 
Graham, Measurers of Wood ; Francis Le'Guire, Measurer of Wood 
find Coftls for the Fuel Yard; Richard Woodin. Henrv Shiers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HitUori/ of iialijax City. 1 4 1 

William (Graham, Measurers of Grain; Richai*d Woodin, Henry 
Shiers, William Graham, William Hogg, Measurers of Salt and 
Coal; John Hrowu, William Ford, Cullers of Hoops and Staves; 
James King, Kdward King, Weighers of Hay ; John Metehler, Sur- 
veyor of Bricks and Lime; W. G. Forsyth, Lawi*ence Hartshorne, 
John Sullivan, John William Morris, Hogreaves; John Phelan, 
Pound Keeper; Thomas Stone, John Atkins, John Mansfield, David 
Fletcher, William Shea, George Isles, Peter Laffen, Edward 
Herbert, John Clarke, Richard Munday, Henry Wright, Hugh 
Chisholm, Andrew Bowers, Francis Wade, Alexander Cummings, 
Patrick Tobiu, Constables; Jacob Michael, Constable for Dutch 
Town ; Peter Shaffro, Constable for Dutch Village ; John Mc'Alpin, 
Overseer of Highways for Dutch Village and Pen. ; Jacob lk)wer, 
George M'Intosh, Overseers for Harriot and Spryfields; William 
Adams, Constable for Harriot and Spryiields ; Peter Vambolt, John 
Dnffeney, Constables for Margaret's Bay ; Christopher Bontteleer, 
Overseer of Highways for Margaret's Bay; Frederick Boutteleer, 
Measui-er of Cordwood for Margaret's Bay; George Duffeney, 
Fence Viewer for Margaret's Bay ; (^eorge Mc'Ihtosh, Ovei-seer of 
Highways from Spryfield to Catch Harbour ; William Keys, Over- 
seer of Highways from Windsor Road to Gay's River; Robert 
Fletcher, Terence Canty, Constables for the Shubenacadie Fisheries ; 
Edmund Bambriek, Jonathan Shelling, Geoi*ge Hiltz, Ovei^seers of 
Roads fi-om Sackville Bridge to the extremity of the County ; Jacob 
Haverstock, Overeeer of Roads from Nine Mile River to Ham- 
mond's Plain ; Geoi'gc Dunn, George Hiltz, Surx'cyors of Lumber 
for Nine Mile River to Hammond's Plain and Windsor Road ; Colin 
Grant, Christopher Shnltz, Robert Anderson, Fence Viewers ; 
Christopher Haverstock, Joseph Fielding, Jacob Pentz, Constables 
for Windsor Road and Hammond Plains ; Henry Bambriek, George 
Fultz, Hc^reaves ; John Shultz, George Hei^hmau, Hugh Bambriek, 
Assessors of the County Rates; Henry Miller, Pound Keeper; 
Edward Foster, Surveyor of Highways from Dartmouth Town Plot 
to the Basin; Samuel Hamilton, Constable from Dai*tmouth Town 
Plot to the Basin; Jon. Tremain, Si"*., William Penny, Surveyors of 
Highways, Dartmouth Town Plot; David Larnard, Constable, 
Dartmouth Town Plot; James Munn, Pound Keeper, Daitmouth 
Town Plot ; Henry Wisdom, Sur\'eyor of Highways from the Ferry 
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np the Preston Road to Tanyard; Mark Jones, Constable; John 
Wisdom, Hogreavc ; Mark Jones, Pound Keeper ; George Simpson, 
Sur^'eyor of Highways and Fence Viewer from Tanyard to 
Simpson's; Hugh Ross, Constable; Tliomas Settle, Surveyor of 
Highways and Fence Viewer from Simpson's eastward to the new 
bridge ; Philip Molyneux, Constable ; Timothy Crane, SuiTcyor of 
Highways for all Preston, and Fence Viewer; John Richardson, 
Constable ; Thomas Settle, Surveyor of Lumber and Bark ; George 
Horn, Hogreave ; John Stewart, Surveyor of Highways from Cole 
Harl)our to Turner's ; Robert Collins, Sun'eyor of Highways from 
Turner's to Jones' ; Rol>ert Turner, Constable ; Peter Me'Nabb, 
SunTyor of Highways, Eastern Passage; l^cnjamin Horn, Con- 
stable ; Adam Archibald, Mu8(iuodol)oit, Surveyor of Roads ; 
William Gould, Constable; George M'Leod, Rol>ert Nelson, Fence 
Viewers ; Hugh Archibald, Pound Keeper ; Arcliibald Crawford, 
Overseer of Roads for Meagher's Grant; Alex. Grant, Constable 
for Meagher's Grant; Peter Ogilvie, Overseer of Roads from 
J^Ieagher's Grant to George Anderson's; Peter (xordon. Constable 
for Meagher's Grant to George Anderson's; Jacob IJaycr, Overseer 
of Roads from Musquodoboit Harbour ; John Turi)le, Constable for 
Mu8(iuodoboit Harbour; George Rayer, Overseer of Roads for 
Pit[>iswick ; George Baker, Constable for Pitpiswick. 

March 5, 1806. WH.LIAM LYON, Forei)uui. 



On 11th May, 1807, it having been reported to His Majesty's 
Council that the Grand Jury and Sessions had refused to accept a 
grant of the piece of land on which the old Market House stood, 
upon the conditions which had been inserted in the grant, (probably 
on it being vested in Commissioners) the Governor and Council 
refused to alter the grant, and if not accepted by the Session it was 
ordered that the old building be taken down and the ground cleared 
and remain under the control of the Commissioners of Public 
Markets. This was the site on which the late City Court House was 
afterwards erected. 

1808. In the month of April, 1808, the new Governor, Sir 
Geoi*ge Provost, arrived to take the place of Sir John Wentworth, 
who was allowed a retiring pension of £«500 per annum. He 
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hroiiglit with iiiin tlie 7Ui, the 8th and the 28i'd Rcgimcuts, con- 
siftting of al)oat 3000 uicn, with Brigadier General Hoiigliton. The 
Governor came in U. M. Ship Penelope. At six o'clock on the 
Banie evening of his arrival, he landed at the King^H Wharf under a 
salute from the Uatterics. Sir .Tohu Wentworth was at his villa on 
the Basin — the IMncc'B l^iodge as it wa« called — when his 
Buccessiir arri\*ed, and did not receive the oflicial lettei' .announcing 
his appointment until 18 days after the arrival of Sir George 
Provost. On the 13th April, Sir <lohn came to town and the new 
Governor was sworn into oflice. 

it was deemed advisahle that some trusty person should be sent 
to tlie United States to obtain information as to warlike pi-epara- 
tions then progressing in that country. Mr. John Howe, the 
postmaster at Halifax, was chosen. He proceeded to Boston and 
afterwards visited other parts of the Union, Mr. Howe was again 
dispatched on a second mission late in the fall, and on his return 
made a rei»ort to the Lieutenant Governor. 

Mr. Samuel Hood George, afterwards Sir Samuel, came out with 
Sir George Provost. He was appointed Provincial Secrctary, and 
afterwards represented the County of Halifax in General Assembly. 
He was the eldest son of Coinmoilore Sir I>euis (reoi^e, who married 
Miss Cochran of Halifax, and succeeded his father in the Baronetcy. 
This young man died early of consumption, and was succeeded both 
in the Baronetcy and the office of Secretary by his youngest brother 
Sir Ru|)ert 1). George, who remained in office until responsible 
government was established in the province. 

The ships Milan, Observateur and Centurian wero stationed at 
Halifax during the winter. The Centurian woh the ship in which 
Lord Anson circumnavigated the globe. She remained in the 
liarbonr as a i-eceiving and store ship for many years, and was 
broken up at the Dockyanl somewhere between the years 1820 
and 1823. 

Among the visitors to Halifax this year was the notorious Aaron 
Burr, late Vice-President of tlie United States. He passed under 
an assumed name. 

1809- The winter of 1808-9 was remarkably severe. During 
the month of February the cold continued so long that the groat 
expenditure of fuel was felt by all classes of the community. Much 

Digitized by 



Google 



144 Nova Scotia Ittstortccd Society, 

distress prevailed among the |>oor, atid large sums of money were 
raised by subseriptiou for their relief. 

An expedition had l>ecn fitted out at Halifax, nnder the command 
of Sir (ceorgc Provost, for tlie capture of the. French Jsland of 
Mai'tinique. It was composed of the 7th, 8th and 23rd Regiments 
with a Bngade of Artillery. Having succeeded in this enteii)nse 
tJiey returned to Halifax on the 15tli April. The gentlemen of the 
town gave a ball at Mason Hall in honor of their return. Three 
soldiers of the 7th Fusiliers were the only men killed in the expedi- 
tion, the place having surrendered immediately on the attack being 
made. A tablet to tbe memory of these three soldiers may be seen 
in the gallery of the Round Church in Brunswick Street. 

Tlie Harbour was again this year the scene of another of those 
Xaval executions, which were performed with so much severity 
during the time of war. A mutiny had occurred, or was supposed 
to have occurred, on lK)ard tlie Columbine on the 1st August^ off 
St. Andrews. Four seamen and two marines were found guilty and 
executed on the 18th September. They were afterwards hung in 
chains on Meagher's Heaoh. 

One of the most atrocious cases of piracy and murder on recoixi 
occuiTcd this autumn on the coast to the eastward of lialifax. The 
vessel was the Three Sisters, of Halifax, owne<l by Jonathan and 
John Tremain, merchants of the town, commanded by Captain John 
Stairs, brother of the late Honorable William Stairs, formerly 
president of tlie Union Bank. She was on her way fi-om Gaspe 
Bay to Halifax with a cargo of fish. Edward Jordan, who had 
l)een formerly owner of this vessel or in some way conccnied with 
her, took passage for himself and wife and four children with Capt« 
Stairs for Halifax. The following account is taken from a Halifax 
newspaper of ICth October, 1809 : 

"Mo20>AY, OcroBJSB 16, 3.809.— The following are the particulars received 
from Capt Stairs, of the piracy and murder that took place on board the 
schooner Three Sisters, belonging to this place, some account of which we 
gave in our last 

" This most atrocious act of piracy and murder, of which none could be 
guiltv but the most diaboUcal incendiaries in human shape, took place, as 
has been stated, on the 13th nit of!' Cape Canso« on the coast of this 
province, on board the schooner Three Sisters, bound and belonging to this 
place from the Bay Ghelesur. Edward .Jordan, who has been represented 
as a passenger, and who had some interest in the vessel, appears to have 
been the exciter of this act of barbaritv. Jordan having corrupted tbe 
mute, Kelly, who joined him in cfiectiug his wicked intention, they secured 
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the arms, and availing themselves of that niomont most likel^r to assist 
their fiorrid design, which was when Capt Stairs was below with one of 
his men,* shot the other miin who was on dock, and taking aim at Capt. 
Stairs through the sky-li^rht with a ])istol, wounded him in the face and 
shot the man Mho was near him in the breast Capt Stairs immediately 
ran on deck, where he met Jordan with a pistol in one hand and an ax in 
the other. Capt Stairs then retreated into cabin and searched for his 
pistols but found them taken from his chest with a sword ; finding himself 
destitute of arms he again ascended the deck and saw Jordan giving the 
fatal blow to the man who was on the deck, when he turned from him 
and presented another pistol at Capt Stairs, which flashed when they 
closed and the pistol in the struggle was thrown overboard. The man 
who had received the wound below having reached the deck, made an 
effort to assist his captain, but in his attempt, from weakness, fell on his 
face, where lie was shortly after dispatched with an ax by Jordan. In the 
scuHle Capt. Stairs called upon his mate (Kelly) for assistance, whom he 
jx^rceived was in the act of loading another pistol, but who ma<le him no 
answer. At which time Jordan's wife, a At companion for so base a 
monster, attacked him with a boat hrH3k which he parried with his arm, 
and after much exertion disengaged himself, and seizing one of the 
hatches, jurni)ed into the sea. The wind blowing a strong breeze, the 
vessel soon left him to his precarious fate, where he remained about tliree 
hours, when he was taken up by the schooner Eliza Stoddard, of Hingham, 
in an almost lifeless condition from wet and cold." 

The vessel was captured luul brought into Halifax, and Jordan 
and his wife placed on their trial before a special tjomniission for 
the trial of piracies on the high seas on lijth November. The 
Commission or Ju(l*i:i'8 who sat on this occasion were Lieut. -Gen*l 
Sir Geo. Provost, Vice Admiral Sir John lk)rla8e Warren, Chief 
Justice Blowers ; Councillors, Bntler, Wallace, Brenton, Hill, 
Uniacke and Morris ; Capt. Lloyd, R. N., Capt. I^ord James 
Townshcnd, U. N. and Capt. Simpson, R. N., Sir Samuel Hood 
George, Provincial Secretary, T. N. Jeffery, the Collector of 
Customs. Doctor Cooke, the Admiralty Judge, refused to attend 
because the Conunissioncrs would not allow him precedence of the 
Governor with a veto on the proceedings of the Court. No jury 
was called under this commission. Jordan was found guilty and 
sentenced to be hanged, wliich sentence was carried into execution 
on the beach some distance below Fresh Water Bridge, and the 
body was afterwards gibbeted on the shore some distance further 
down. The wife was acquitted, and a subscription was raised in the 
town to send her to Ireland. Dr. Qurke, the Roman Catholic 
clergyman. Dr. Archd. Gray, minister of St. Matthew's, and Dr. 
Stauser, Rector of St. Paul's, acted as a committee for the purpose. 



* Thomas Hoatb, who left a wifo and two cbildron ip this to^p, 
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The court assembled again a short time after, for the trial of the 
mate, Kelly, who was convicted, but afterwards pardoned.* 

This being the 50th year of the reign of King George III, a jubilee 
was celebrated at Halifax on the 23rd October, with great ceremony. 

The market slip, the new fish market and meat market were all 
repaired and improved this year at the cost of £571, £500 of which 
had been voted by the Assembly for the purpose. The taxes 
gathered in the town for liquor licenses in 180D amounted to £1400. 

The Fire Insurance Association of Halifax was established on 
24th April, 1809. The ilvsi directors were Andrew IJelcher, Charles 
Hill, Lawrence Ilailshorne, Foster Hutchinson, James Fraser, 
George (irassie and H. H. Cogswell. Mr. J. H. Fliegar was 
secretary and the ollice was kept in his house in Hollis Street, where 
it continued to be kept for a great many years. He was succceiled 
by Mr. William Newton, at whose death Mr. Tremain was ap- 
pointed. 

Meetings of the Committee on Trade were held during the 
autumn. The Halifax Marine Insurance Company first opened 
tiicir oflicc for business in "Water Street, opposite the fuel yard, this 
year. The committee of management were George Grassie, Jesse 
Woodward, Garret Miller, James Kerby, Lawrence Doyle, Lewis E. 
Piers, John Osborne, Thomas Deblois and John Albro'. 

Among the merchants of Halifax at this time we find, in addition 
to the aliove, the names of Wm. Stairs, Wm. Bremner, Hartsliorne 
& Boggs, at the old corner of George and Granville Streets, 
Kidstou, Dobson & Co., Richard Kenefick, who had lately brought 
out Irish linen goods, Forman & Grassie, Shipping Merchants ; 
William Bowie, aftein^'ards a partner of Stephen W. Deblois. and 
who lost his life in a duel with tlie late Judge Richard Uniacke, 
Alexander Izat, Dry Goods, at corner opposite two pumps, corner 
of Hollis and Duke Streets, now occupied by the People's Bank ; 
Martin Gay Black, Dry Goo<ls; Geo. N. Russell, afterwards 
Wallace & Russell, Hardware Merchant, corner of Hollis and 
Prince Streets, now occupied by the Union Bank building ; Temple 
and Lewis E. Piers, Ship Chandlery. This firm several years later 

* A report of these trinis was published in 1810 by Mr. Baernalt at tlie office of the 
newspaper called the " Novator/ taken from the notes of two stodents at law. Charles 
R. Fairbanks, afterwards Master of the Rolls, and Andrew W. Cochran, who for many 
years was Secretary of the Province of Lower C^Aadii vid nieml>er of Qoi^ioil. 
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purchased the irregnlar shaped lot adjoining the City Court House 
lately occupied by Stairs, Son & Morrow, removed a range of one 
story buildings or sheds known as the Batstall, and erected a building 
in which they carried on the ship chandlery business until the estab- 
lishment was purchased by Mr. William Stairs. Henry Austin, 
afterwards a partner with William Stairs in ship chandlery, Water 
Street, south of the fuel yard, and John Owen, shop keeper and 
shipping mei-chaut. 

There was a small newspaper, quarto size, called the "Novator" 
established or published at Halifax in 1809 by one James Bagnall 
in Saekville Street. It was not of long continuance. 

Jones Fawson was Shenff of Halifax this year. 

From tlie commencement of the year 1810 until the month of 
April, 1812, there was a constant apprehension of a rupture with 
the United States. The garrison and navy enlivened the town by 
their frequent balls and festivities. The Rockingham Club, l)efore 
mentioned, continued to have their weekly dining on Saturday at 
the old Rockingham Hotel on the Hiisin. It was then customary 
for the merchants and other principal inhabitants, occasionally to 
give public dinners to the generals, admirals and principal officers 
of both anny and navy. These dinners, as well as those of the 
National Societies, were held at the old Mason Hall, that building 
then containing the most spacious and convenient room in the city. 

In January, 1811, the merchants of Halifax petitioned the 
King, through tlie Lieutenant-Governor, to i^ermit the coal mines 
in Nova Scotia to be opened and worked under regulations. A 
proposal was made this year for the formation of a Joint Stock 
Bank. The books for subscription were opened at the office of 
Henry Yeomans, insurance broker, and were first signed on 13th 
Febiiiai7 by the Committee of Trade, consisting of William Sabatier, 
Andrew Belcher, John Black, James Fraser, George Grassie, Charles 
R. Prescott and John Pryor. No further proceeding api>ears to 
have been taken towards this object. 

Much suffering as usual among the poor prevailed this winter. A 
society for the relief of the poor had bten formed, which distributed 
during the year ending 9th February, 1811 : 
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t>85 cords wood which cost £094 

8G0 ll)H. sugar 49 15 6 

Ml " tea 

702 '* rice 

!23C '' Hour 

15G0 loaves bread to 255 persons 3f) 

£1079 15 G 
Ki<2;lity-four persons in distress, with Uieir families, and others, 
in Halifax, Preston, Dartnionth, Chezzeteook, Windsor Koad and 
Lawreaeetowu, with several families in 13igl)y and Shclbnrne, were 
relieved at the time from the same funds. 

Suhseriptions raised for the above purposes. . . . £255 
Donations from individuals, c&c 384 

£G39 

The committee in charge of this fund and its distribution were 
Kdvvd. 13. Breuton, Kevd. Ko])ert Stanser, Revd. Archibald Gray, 
W. J. Almon, M. I)., Ilibbert N. Binney, John Lawson, Treasurer. 

On Wednesday the 19th February, a public fast ^vas proclaimed 
throughout the rrovinee, which was observed at Ilalifax ,with due 
solenuiity. 

Two files occurred this year, one at Commissary Buildings on 
ll(.»Iiis Stjcct, tiie spot on which the Bank of Nova Scotia stands, on 
18(h April, and the other at BcUemont, Mr. John IIowe*s residence 
at the North West Arm, on Gth Way. Both buildings were saved. 

Tlie oHice of the Nova Scotia Marine Insurance Company was 
kei)t by lieiiry Yeomans, broker, of the Company. A new Marine 
Insurance Ofliee had been started in February ; George Grassie was 
Chairman of tiie Committee of Mauagcment, and John Bonnett was 
Secretary. 

The PuoviNCE Buildixc;. 

Decisive measures were adopted this session by the Legislature for 
the erection of a building for the accommodation of the legislative 
bodies, the courts of law and the public ollices, on the site of 
the old Government House on Ilollis Street. . Commissioners 
were appointed and plans and elevations prepared or procured by 
Mr. John Merrick. Chief Justice Blowei-s, Mr. Sj^eaker Wilkins 
and Judge UutcMnson had the planning of the interior arrangements, 
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and George Grassie, Winkworth Allen and John Merrick were the 
commissioners to* erect the building. Mr. Richard Scott was 
the builder employed to conduct the work. The building was fully 
completed and finished, i-cady for the sittings of the Courts and 
Legislature, in 1820, at the cobt of £52,000. 

A new steeple and an addition of IG feet to the northern end was 
added to old St. Paul's Church this year, at the cost of £1000, 
granted by Government, £500 from a fund known as the Militia 
Arms Fund, and tlic remainder from funds arising out of the forfeited 
estate of ino Jonathan Clarke. Ilibbcrt N. Binney and H. H* 
Cogswell were the cliurchwardens. Their advertizeniont for tenders 
for the work appears in the Gazette. The sum of £500 from the Arms 
Fund was at the same time gratitcd to St. George's Church towards 
finishing the interior of that building. These works were commenced 
this year, but were not finished until late in 1812. But one capital 
criminal conviction is recorded in 1811, that of one Sarah Wilson 
for burglary. SIic was sentenced to deatli, hut afterwards reprieved. 

On the 27th May the sloop of war. Little Belt, Capt. Bingham, 
'arrived from a cruise. S!io reported having fallen in with the 
United States frigate, President, by whom she was fired into, and 
had sixteen men killed and twenty-one wounded, and the rigging of 
the ship much cut up. The two nations being at peace at the time, 
the affair caused nnich excitement in Halifax. Explanations were 
offered on the part of the Captain and OfHcers of the IT. S. frigate, 
which only tended to sliow the bitterness of feeling which shortly 
afterwards manifested itself in open hostilities. Pearly this season 
non-intercourse was established between the United States and Great 
Britain. 

Sir George Provost was now appointed to the chief command in 
Canada. The inhabitants of Halifax presented a congratulatory 
address on his promotion on the 10th August. lie sailed for 
Quebec on the 25th, and Sir John Cope Sherbroke, his sueeessor, 
arrived with his family from England on 16th October following in 
the ship Manilla. 

On 26th September a poll was oi)cned by Capt. Jones Fawson, 
then Sheriff, for the election of two membfers for the town and four 
for the county. John Pry or, John Geo. Pykc and William H. 
Taylor were nominated ; the latter retired and the two fii*st were 
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declared elected. The four old members for the county were 
returned. Mr. William Sabatier was nominated but afterwards 
retired from the contest. 

The merchants of Halifax, on 20th July, petitioned the Governor 
respecting the state of trade, etc., stating that they were agreed to 
take gold and silver coins at the following values, viz : A Guinea, 
£1 3 4, Halifax currency; a Johannes, at £4; a Doubloon, at 
£3 17 6; an Kagle, at £2 10 ; the old French Guinea, at £1 2, and 
and all the other decimal paits of the same coins at a proportional 
value ; English and old French Crowns, at 5s. 6d. ; Spanish Dollars, 
(including those which heretofore passetl current at 4s.) at the rate 
of 5s. At this time British silver was unknown at Halifax — 
Spanish silver was the current coin. It came up from the West 
Indies and Spanish America in the conrsc of trade, and the British 
Government found it more convenient for various reasons to pay 
their troops stationed here in Spanish silver than to import British 
coin for tliat purpose. 

The names attacheil to this petition were William Bowie, Garret 
Miller, Starr & Shannon, Charles Loveland, Moody & Sinclair, 
Alexander McDonald, William A. Black, Martin Gay Black, John 
Albro, Charles Boggs, Henry Ford & Co., Henry Austin, Michael 
Forrestall, Jonathan and John Tremaine, John W. Pyke, Matthew 
Richardson, Richard Tremain, Samuel Head, M. D., Kidston, 
Dobson & Telford, H. Taylor, John Liddell & Co., Capcl Mines, 
fas. Ewing, George W. Mitchell, Prescott Lawson & Co., James 
Fraser, Winkworth Allen, Smith <& Thom, Scaiffe & Bainc, R. Lyon, 
Sr., Andrew Belcher, Forsyth, Black & Co., Lawrence Hailshorne, 
Charles Hill, Forman Grassie & Co., John Lawson, James Leaver, 
William Minns, John Osborne and John Owen. 

A proposition concerning some alteration in Water Street, near 
the Ordnance Yard, was made by Captain Gustavos Nichols of the 
Royal Engineers. It was understood that the town would not agree 
to the proposal unless the Military authorities surrendered a road 
in continuation of Hollis Street, southward. The subject had been 
mooted for a long period previous to this time, but no arrangement 
could be agreed on between the military and the town authorities. 
Captain Nichols' letter makes an offer according to the plans therein 
enclosed. This letter and plans are not now forthcoming among 



Digitized by 



Google 



Higtary of Halifax CUy. 151 

the City or Frovincial Records, and therefore the particulars of the 
proposition made by the Engineer Department cannot now be 
understood. Copies of these plans may possibly exist at the 
Lumber Yard and Kngineei-s' office. 

On the 17th March^ the Irish Society celebrated the anniversary 
of St. Patrick this year by a dinner at Mason Hall, which was 
attended by the Governor, General Balfour, Commissioner Ingle- 
field, Judge Crokc, the Captains of the Navy in port and the Staff 
of the Garrison, etc. The Hon. Charles Morris was President, 
and Samuel Hood George, afterwards Sir Samuel, was Vice. The 
dinner was at five o'clock, the fashionable hour in those days. The 
Governor and principal guests retired at nine. The rest of the 
company sat late, but the utmost harmony and good feeling 
prevailed. These national festivals were l)etter attended in those 
days, when no political animosities existed to disturb the harmony of 
the good people of Halifax. ' 

On the 11th May, there was a public examination of the Halifax 
Grammar School under old parson Wright — a ceremony in which 
the inhabitants at this penod took much interest. On this occasion 
Mr. Edward Monk, son of Judge Monk, took the first prize ; Licwis 
M. Wilkins, the late Judge, wou the second, and the third was 
given to James Bailey, and the fourth to Edward Fairbanks, a 
brotlier of S. P. Fairbanks, Esq., and of the late Judge Charles R. 
Fairbanks, Master of the Rolls. 

A Company was fonned this year, in Halifax, for prosecuting the 
codfishery. The managers were John Lawson, Henry H. Cogswell, 
William Pryor, Garret Miller, John Brown, John William Morris 
and Charles Loveliiul. A large capital was raised in shares of 
£50 each. 

On the 20th November, the fleet sailed for Bermuda, consisting 
of the Flag Ship of Admiral Sawyer, the Spartan and Melampus, 
Frigates ; the Atalanta, Ratler and Indian, Sloops-of-War. 

At the commencement of the year the following Ships of War, 

under the command of Sir John Borlase Warren, were on this 

station, viz.: Swiftsure, 74; Guerriere, 40; Melampus, 36; 

-JEolus, 39 ; Cleopatra, 32 ; Euridice, 24 : Little Belt, 22 ; Halifax, 

18*; Indian, 18; Emulous, 18; Atalanta, 18; Colibre, 18; La 



*Thl8 brig was the only vessel of war over built at the HiUlfaz Dockyard. 
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Fantomc, 18 ; Plumper, 12 and the schooners Vesta, Juniper, Holly , 
Barbaie, Bream, Cuttle and Chub. The old Ceuturian was the 
receiving ship ; she remained for many yeara off the dockyard. The 
Pyramus was afterwards used as a receiving ship for the fleet lately 
sold and broken up ; she was an old-class 50 taken from the Danes 
at the capture of Copenhagen. 

The Eighth and Ninety-eighth British regiments, the Nova Scotia 
Fcnciblc Infantry, with a battery of Artillery and a company of 
Eugiueors composed the Garrison of Halifax. Captain Philip Van 
Cortlandt was Town Major, and Stephen Hall Binncy, Barrack- 
mastor. The former was succeeded by Lieutenant John McColla as 
Town Major, who resided in Halifax for a number of years, and 
was Adjutant General of tlic Provincial Militia. Major-Genoral 
Balfour* commanded the Garrison. Captain J. N. Ingletleld, 
R. N.,t was Commissioner of the Dockyard, and Mr. P. F. Wallis, 
first clerk. Mr. W. was father of Admiral Sir Provo Wallis, who 
distinguished himself in the action of the Shannon and Chesapeake. 

A Marine Humane Society existed at Halifax in 1811. Their 
drags, for the recovery of drowned persons, were advertised as 
being lodged in the respective st<nes of Hon. And. Belcher, John 
Pryor, John Brown, Samuel Muirhead and John Starr. 

The 30th September was marke<l by a severe gale of wind from 
tlie S. E., by which many of the wharves in the town were ripped 
up and much damage done to the shipping in the harbour and along 
the coast. 

The year terminated by a proclamation opening the Port of 
Halifax to vessels of neutrals. The proclamation bears date the 
24th December. 

Among the deaths recorded this year was that of James Gautier, 
Esq., for many years clerk of His Majesty's Council and keeper of 
the public records in the Secretary's ortlcc. He died poor. The 
Legislature voted £30 to defray the expenses of his funeral. He 
left no family. 

The principal retail merchants in the town at this time were 
Martin Gay Black, Smith & Thom, Carret & Alfort at the corner 

*Ocneral Balfour vrsiA this year roinovod to Now Brunawlck, whcro ho died lieu- 
tenant Qovernor of that Provlnco. 

f CommiRsionor Infflofleld wafl fcrandfiither of Vico Admiral 3ir Rdwurd K. Inglo- 
fleld, latoiy in command of the S<iuiidroi\ at Halifax, 
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lately occupied by Messi-s. Duff us; John Llddell & Co., H. Ford, 
McDonald & Co., Robert Lyon, W. Breinner, John Law80U, 
Kidston, Dobaon & Telford, Scalffe & Bain, Thomas Heaviside, 
James Fraser, Arthur Brymer, all Dry Goods — Moody & Sinclair, 
C. & R. Hill & Co., Red store, road leadiug to Dockyard, Thonjas 
Leaver and William Reiiuniiigton, all Auctioneers; William Minns 
and Geo. Eaton, Stationers. Mr. Minns occupied the old building 
in Barriugton Street below the Parade, opposite Dalhousie College, 
whore he died ttl)o«t 1825. Ho conducted a paper called the 
Weekly Chronicle for above 20 yeara. V/indham Madden and 
William Conroy kept Livery Stables. 

1812. Orders had been issued early this season to put the Forts 
in repair ; the works on the Citadel Hill having again fallen into a 
dilapidated condition. Captain Nichols, commanding the Royal 
Engineers, made an elaborate report, and operations were com- 
menced forthwith under his superintendence. The Unite<l States 
had now declared war. Commodore Rogera, in command of an 
American Squadron, hiul fallen in with the British Frigate Belvidere, 
3G guns. She suetained the attack for two or three hours and at 
length got ofl" with the los- of several of her crew killed, the Captain 
and 22 wounded. Tlic Belvidere came into the harbor on the 27th 
J»me, and ou the following evening a s|>ccixd dispatch arrived from 
the Governor of New Brunswick with intelligence of the Declaration 
of AVar. Sir John immediately made liie necessary arrangements 
for calling out the militia. All able-bodied men between 18 and 50 
were to be ballottcd for service and a portion of them to be imme- 
diately embodied. This was arranged by Order in Council dated 
28th June. The Belvidere, after she had escaped from the 
American Squadron, cnptured three American merchant vessels 
which she brought in with her. Halifax l>eing the headquarters of 
the Naval force under Admiral Warren, who had upwards of 60 
pendants under his command, prizes now began to be brought into 
port. The Court of Admiralty under Judge Croke was in active 
operation, and the newspapers of the day appear filled with adver- 
tizements of sales of prizes and prize goo<ls. Cartels frequently 
came and went between Halifax and the American ports for the 
exchange of prisoners. With all this bustle of business money 
became plenty, and the foundations of small fortunes began to be 
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laid by the Crowu lawyers and the prize agents. The presence of a 
lai-gc aimy and navy caused much dissipation in the town. Festiv- 
ities of all kinds prevailed. Subscription assemblies at Mason Hail 
were kept up during the winter under the management of Mr. 
Jcffery, Collector of the Customs, Capt. Brenton, of the navy, and 
Lieut.-Col. Robertson, of the garrison. Dinner parties at Govern- 
ment House, and balls and le>nes on state days, with the frequent 
rejoicings on the news from time to time of the success of the 
British Armies, both in Kuroi>e and America, completed the round 
of Halifax festivities. 

The capture of the British ship Guerriere, a first class frigate 
commanded by Capt. Dacres, belonging to the Halifax squadron, 
by the Americans, in August, caused much talk and excitement 
throughout the community. Capt. Dacres, a young and inexperi- 
enced officer, it was thought had sun*endered too early to the enemy. 
He had only left the harbor a short time when he lost his ship. 

In July, a press warrant was granted to Rear Admiral Sawyer 
for 48 hours. Desertions from the navy were frequent and large 
offers were reported to liave been made by the enemy for such 
able seamen as would come over to the American navy. The 
Commander-in-Chief, in consequence, found it necessary to publish 
a proclamation at Halifax offering the King's pardon to all who had 
deserted, on their retuniing to their duty. Letters of Marque 
against the Americans were ordered in Council on 3l8t July, and 
all vessels were prohibited from leaving the port without special 
license, for the space of one month. 

The old Halifax Artillery Company was at this time a very 
popular corps, and included many of the young merchants as well as 
tradesmen of the town. It was at one time supposed that the 
property owned by those whose names were on its roll comprised no 
small part of the wealth of our town. 

An Act of the Legislature was passed this year regarding that 
part of the public road or highway which leads from Fort Massey 
to the exercising ground on the Commons. His Majesty's service 
required that this piece of road should be enclosed for the purpose 
of enlarging the Artillery Park. It was therefore enacted that 
when the officers of His Majesty's Ordnance should have laid out a 
new road agreeable to the plan submitted to His Excellency Sir 
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John Cope Sherbrooke, and filed in the Sorveyor General's office, 
measuring fifty feet in breadth, through the field of John George 
Pykc, and shall have procured a release from Mr. Pyke, and shall 
have completed said new road, that the Engineer should take in 810 
feet in length of that part of said road which now leads from Fort 
Massey to the exercising ground on the Common, forever for the 
Ordnance Department at Halifax. The new road to be substituted 
therefor. 

1813. The arrival of DeWatteville's regiment of Germans in 
May on their way to reinforce the army at Quebec, and of the 
American ship Volaute with a valuable cargo and mounting 21 guns 
taken by H. M. Brig Curlew, Capt. Michael Head,* and the 
accession of the 64th Regiment to the strength of the garrison were 
the chief events during the spring of 1813. 

On Sunday morning, the 6th June, the inhabitants of Halifax 
were surprised by the arrival of His Majesty's Ship Shannon, Capt. 
Broke, with her prize tlie United States Frigate Chesapeak, Capt. 
Lawrence. The engagement which was said to be the result of a 
challenge on the part of Capt. Broke, took place off Boston Harbor 
a very short time after the Shannon left Halifax. The enemy 
surrendered after about 20 minutes fighting. Capt. Broke ran his 
ship in upon the Chesapeak, and captured her with his boarding 
party who, " rushing upon the enemy's deck, caiTied away every- 
thing before them with irresistible fury." Capt. Lawrence, and 
his First Lieutenant, Ludlow, were killed ; the latter died at Halifax 
on the 13th June. The engagement was one of the most bloody on 
record. The Shannon had 30 men killed and 57 wounded, and the 
Chesepeak 74 killed and above 100 wounded, all within the short 
space of little more than fifteen minutes. When the ships came up 
the haibor the decks were being swabbed and the scuppers ran quite 
red. Numbers of the inhabitants of the town put off in boats and 
visited the ships. Though the bodies of the slain had been nearly 
all removed from sight, yet the marks of the slaughter were terribly 
conspicuous. Mr. Provo Wallis, a Halifax man, one of the Lieu- 
tenants of the Shannon, brought in the prize. He received his 
promotion as Commander soon after, and later became a full 
Admiral and Knight Grand Cross of tlie Bath. On the 8th, the 



* Brotlier of the lato Dr. Samuel Head ot Halifax. 
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funeral of Ciipt. Lawrence took place. The body was landed under 
iniuutc guns from the Bliipa and the procession proceeded from the 
King's Wharf to the old English Burial Ground attended by an 
immense concouj'sc of people. The coflin was covered by the 
U. S. colours and six iiritish Post Captains bore the pall. The 
34th Regiment formed tlic firing parly. The oflicers of the ganison, 
His Majesty's Council, the principal ciWl oflicers and heads of 
departments, and all the ollicers of the na^'y in port followed in 
procession, the American ollicers walking next the coffin. 

On the 10th August, following, an American Brig with a flag of 
truce arrived for the bodies of Capt. Lawrence and Lieutenant 
Ludlow, which were taken up and carried to their native country. 
That of Capt. Lawrence lies in the yard of Trinity Church, Broad- 
way, New York, where his tomb is to Ijc seen on the left of the 
enti'anc^. 

A memorial of the merchants of Halifax, numerously signed, was 
presented to the Colonial Secretary through the Governor, com- 
plaining of the permission of American vessels to resort to the 
British West Indies, and of the right of fishery conceded to the 
Americans by the Treaty of 1783, and praying that the interests of 
Nova Scotia might bo considered in any future negotiations. Among 
the principal signers were William Sabatier, John Black, John 
Pi^or, Geo, Grassie and Euos Collins. At tliis time the English 
Government was very jealous of British Colonial rights, and was 
ready to fight in their defence. 

The town and its vicinity had for the last two years abounded 
with French prisoners of war. Those taken from American prizes 
now increased the throng. A prison had been erected at Melville 
Island, at the head of the North West Ann, for their accommo- 
dation, and soon became crowded. Many of the French sailors 
were ingenious workers in wood and bone, and made articles of use 
as well as ornament, which they sold to the numerous visitors who 
wci*e freely permitteil access to MclvUle Island. It was the favorite 
resort of the young people on Sundays and holidays, where a 
pleasant.hour could be passed in conversing with the French prisoners 
and examining thek toys. The French naval oflicers were on 
parole of honor, and resided in Dartinoutli and Preston. They 
spent their time chiefly in field sports, occasionally visiting Halifax, 
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where they mixed freely in society. M. Danseville, the Governor 
of St. Pierre and Miqnelon, resided in the house ncai* Pi-eston lately 
owned by the Hon. Michael Tobiu, known as the Brook House, 
where lie entertained his friends with great politeness and hospital- 
ity. Many of the French prisoners were pcimittcd to come to town 
and work for the inhabitants. A nnmlxjr of our own Halifax 
people were at this time languishing in French prisons. The sum 
of £1.10 sterling was subscribed in Halifax for their relief, and 
remitted to England in the month of July of this year. 

Gicat quantities of prize goods were sold at auction this year, 
taken principally from American vessels. The American trade was 
tenibly cut up by the liritish cruisers. On one occasion we find 
advertised for sale at public auction by order of the Court of Vice- 
Admiralty, dated 10th March, twelve full-rigged ships, eight brigs, 
seven schooners and ten or twelve small vessels, with their cargoes. 

On 7th September, the merchants of Halifax petitioned the 
Governor and Council for permissiou to export to the States 
portions of the prize goods as l)eing particularly adapted to tlic 
American market. The following names, among others, appear 
attached to ^his petition: John Lawson, Temple F. & Lewis E. 
IHers,* Jas. Forman, Samuel Head, M. D., Hartshonie, Boggs & 
Co., James and Michael Tobin, James Hamilton, Roy Leslie & Co., 
Carrett & Alport, ScaifTe & Bain, G. Grassic, James lowing, 
William Annand, Matthew Richardson, William Phillips, James 
Russell, ISIiles W. White, Smith & Thorn, John Brown, W. H. 
Reynolds & Co., Harding & Hill, A. McDonald, Henry Ford, 
Stephen W. DeHlois 6c Co., Wm. Bremner, John Moody & Co., 
Collbis & Allison,! Henry Austin, William Stairs, Richard Tremain 
& Co., G. N. Russell, Jonathan & John Tremain. 

On the 7 Ml September, Sir Borlase Warren with his fleet amved 
in Halifax Harbor in eight days from the Chesapeake. The fleet 
consisted of the St. Domingo, 74 guns, Diadem, 64, Diomede, 50, 
Junon, 38, Romulus, 3G, Success, 32, Fox, 32, Nemesis, 28, 
Loupccr\uer, 18, Mariner, 15, Highflyer, 10, and several transports. 

"^ Messrs. PicrH wore the i^andBons of Mr. L. Piers, who come \irith Comwallis in 
1749. Deficendaiit« of Temple F. Piers atin reside In HiOlfiuc. 

t Til in Arm w'as Hon. Knon Collins and Joseph Allison, both of whom bocamo mcmbora 
of His Mnjcsty's Connoil. 'They succeeded to the business of Prescott 8c Lawson on 
the wharf afterwards known as ColIinM* wharf, where Mr. Ck)lllns. in 1823, built the 
ran^e of stone stores, a part of which is occupied by the Halifax Banking Company. 
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The following passAge from Murdoch's history affords a lively 

picture of the condition and aspect of Halifax at this period, drawn 

no doubt, in some measure from his personal recollection : 

"The effects of the war upon the people of Halifax were very marked* 
" Our harbor had become the temporary home of the ships of war, and 
'' the place where their prises were brought and disposed of. Our youtlis 
" were eager to participate in the path that seemed to lead by a few steps 
" to honor, glory, and fortune ; and indeed when it is borne in mind 
" that several Halifax lads rose to be admirals, we can hardlv wonder at 
"the school-boys' desire to wear the white stripe on his collar, and tlio 
** ivory-handled dirk that indicated his authority to command men. The 
"little capital, then occupying a restricted Sf|ace, became crowded. Trade 
"was active, prices rose. The fleet increasing, provisions were in great 
"demand, and this acted as a large bounty in favor of the agriculturist 
"and the fisherman. Bents of houses and building in the town were 
"doubled and trebled. A constant bustle existed m our chief streets, 
" cannon were forever noisy ; it was a salute of a man-of-war entering or 
"leaving, practising with ffuns or celebrating something or somebody. 
" There is another side to this picture which must not be omitted. The 
" moral condition of the town had become dreadful in the extreme. Eiglit 
"or ten thousand soldiers, sailors, and prisoners of war let loose in a little 
" town of less than 10,000 mhabitants can well be imagined.*' 

The upper streets were full of brothels ; gi*og shops and dancing 
houses were to be seen in almost every part of the town. A 
portion of Grafton Street was known under the appellation of Hogg 
Street from a house of ill-fame kept by a person of that name. 
The upper street along the base of Citadel Hill between the north 
and south barracks was known as ^' Knock him Down " Street in 
consequence of the number of affrays and even murders committed 
there. No person of any character ventured to reside there, nearly 
all the buildings being occupied as brothels for the soldiers and 
sailors. The streets of this part of the town presented continually 
the disgusting sight of abandoned females of the lowest class in a 
state of drunkenness, bare headed, without shoes, and in the most 
filthy and abominable condition. 

The Acadian School was this year established by Walter Bromley, 
Esq., on the Lancaster system. It was intended chiefly for the 
instruction of the poor. Mr. Bromley had been paymaster of the 
23 rd Fusiliers, and having retired from the army w^hile that i*egiment 
was in garrison at Halifax, devoted all the energy of his philan- 
thropic mind to the amelioration of the condition of the poor. He 
first opened his school on 13th January, 1814 in the old building in 
Argyle Street, then lately used as a theatre for amateur performers, 
^here he held Sunday school for poor children of all denominations 
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and had a large class of blacks, botli children and adults, to whom 
he devoted particular attention. Many colored men and women 
who afterwards became valuable servants, and some of whom 
entered into business in Halifax, owed their success and subsequent 
christian life to the exeii;ions of Mr. Bromley. His labors to 
improve the condition of the Mic-mac Indians will be remembered 
by not a few indi\iduals now living. His house was open to them 
at all times, where those who were not addicted to the habitual use 
of spirits were hospitably treated, clothed and furnished with means 
of following their hunting and other occupations. This continued 
until he left the country. The old play house having fallen into 
decay, the present stone building was erected on its site in 1816 
and apartments for Mr. Bromley were therein provided. A print- 
ing press which had been established by him at the Acadian School 
became the means of disseminating his views regarding education 
throughout the produce, and his little pamphlets, entitled Appeals 
to the People of Great Britain on behalf of the Indians of Nova 
Scotia, were very forcible and touching. The first edition of 
T. C. Halliburton's history of Nova Scotia was issued from 
Bromley's press in 1824. When Bromley left Halifax in 1828, the 
poor lost a true friend and the Indians theu* chief patrcn. 

Halifax was visited by a great gale of wind in the autumn of 
1813. The Gazette of the 19th November says : 

'* On Friday evening last, a most tremendous gale, or rather hurricane 
•* from the south-east, r ashed up the harbor with such destructive violence 
" as has not been witnessed since the tornado which happened in Septem- 
"ber, 1708. The lapse of little more than one short hour left but few 
" vessels at their ancJiors and of those scarcelv one that had not sustained 
" material injury. Its utmost furv being felt about dead low water, less 
" damage was sustained by the wharves and stores than, might otherwise 
" have been expected, but several shallops and small craft were sunk, and 
•' many others wrecked and torn by the sea. H. M. Shi [38 St. Domingo, 
"Hogue, Maidstone, two brigs and a schooner were driven on shore. 
"Fourteen other men of war, including: small ones, suffered bv vessels 
" being driven against them. The Barossa, Diadem and the old Centurian 
"suffered least. There were forty-six merchant vessels, transports and 
"prises, all large vessels except about seventeen, stranded ; most of them 
" having been got off again. Twenty-four, including store ships and trans- 
" ports, suffered more or less injury, and a brig, a transport and one or two 
"sloops sank and were totally lost. Several schooners were sunk at 
" Pro6t)ect, and two large vessels were reported overset off the harbor. A 
" number of lives were lost during the gale, and many seamen badly hurt 
" on board the ships of war." 
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Among the deaths recorded this year was that of James Creighton, 
Esq.,* in his Slst year. He was the son of one of the settlers who 
came with Governor Cornwallis in 1749, and had acquired a large 
property in the neighborhood of tlie town whicli was inherited by 
his son who was the ancestor of the family of that name now in the 
city. The fields in the north suburbs adjoining the common were 
for many years known as Creighton's fields ; long since laid off into 
building lots, including the streets known as Maynard Street, 
Creighton Street and Bauer Street, etc. 

The death of Sir Samuel Hood George, Provincial Secretary of 
the Province, took place this year in England, where he went for 
the benefit of his health. He died of consumption in the 24th year 
of hi8 age. 

In the month of January, 1813, a murder was committed on the 
ISIarket Wharf, which caused considerable excitement in the town. 
Aliout 7 o'clock on Monday evening, January 25th, five soldiers, 
having had some dispute with the shallop men on the wharf, 
attticked them with tlieir bayonets and badly wounded four men, 
Frederick and Henry Publicovcr, Cornelius Uhlman and Gcoi-ge 
Teele. The main guard from the King's Wharf being called out, 
three of the soldiers were secured. Henry Publicovcr died of liis 
AVv)Uiids and the Coroner's Jury brought in a verdict of wilful 
murder against some persons unknown. One of those who had 
boon apprehended, a young soldier named Oliver Hart, was tried 
and convicted of the murder at the Easter term of the Supreme 
Court, but was afterwards pardoned by the Governor. Much 
dissatisfaction existed in ihe community in consequence of the 
termination of this affair. 

In the month of March the crew of a Spanish schooner, the 
Scrifina, was brought into Halifax. They had killed six of their 
f(']low-sufferers upon the alleged necessity of saving their own lives 
by subsisting on the flesh of those they killed. Investigations were 
entered into, the result of which does not appear. 

The Commissioners of Streets for the town were appointed on the 
12th May. They consisted of James Fonnan, John Albro, Michael 

* Mr. Crolghton was not related to Lioutonant Creii^hton, M'ho af torwards settled 
In Limonbure: and was known aa Col. Croighton. He cume out, however* tn company 
witli him in the same vessel, being friends; they were both from the same part of 
Knt^Und. 
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Tobin, Frederick Binjor, James Fraaer and John Allen. The three 
former remained in office until about 1829 or 1830, when a new 
system was inaugurated under the management of H. H. Cogswell 
and otliers. Matthew Fon-estcr was the Overseer and Superinten- 
dent of Streets uudcr the Commissioners for many years. The old 
Commissionei's, a short time before their retirement, undertook to 
remove all obstructions to side patlis ; many old houses stood on 
bauks with cellar doors projecting into what was supposed to be 
pail of the street. Others again were approached by flights of 
seeps, all of which were removed to the detriment of many buildings 
in the suburbs. At this time the town was adorned in many places 
by ranges of tixjcs in the sides of the streets. St. Paul's Church 
was surrounded by large old willow trees ; a range of fine old 
willows extended from William Pryor's corner down the eastern 
side of Ilollis Street past the Lumber Yard Gate. A fine range of 
willows of less dimensions also ran along that part of Argyle Street 
bctwecu the late H. H. Cogswell's stone house and the residence of 
the late R. J. Uniacke, siuce sold for a country market. Again in 
Poplar Grove, o'ld the old Grenadier fort house which stood on the 
site of the present Trinity Chapel in Jacob Street, on both sides of 
Brunswick Street, particularly on the east side, there were several 
fine clusters of Lombardy poplar trees of gigantic size, several 
bciug in front of the residence of James Kirby. There were also 
some fine trees in other parts of the town. These were all cut 
down without mercy by Mr. Forrester, under the directions of the 
ComniiBsioncrs before the year 1830, and the lower stairs of a number 
of buildings were buried in levelling the streets. Albcrmarle and 
Grafton Streets were at this time in a very rough condition, partic- 
ularly the former, where banks of earth and stones were to be seen 
in the centre of the street, sufficient in some places to obstruct 
carriages. These were removed by the new Commissioners. 

The town was at this time supplied with water by public wells 
and pumps in various pai-ts of the town. A pump stood at the 
north end of the Province Building Square, in George Street, known 
as Black's pump ; another at the south end of the square ; another, 
known as the White pump, stood in the centre of Piince Street, 
whei^ it is crossed by Albeimai'le Street ; this was one of the last 
to be removed. There were two known as the Sisters at the corner 
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of Duke aud Hollis Streets, near the site of the building occupied by 
the People's Bank. There were four or five along the east side of 
Brunswick Street, one at the foot of Cornwallis Street, and a 
number in the south subiu'bs and other parts of the town ; also two 
in Barrington Street in front of the Parade. 

1814. During the whiter of 1813-14 some distress existed 
among the poor in tlie upper streets. This part of the town was 
chiefly occupied by people of the lower order, and in consequence of 
the war had become a resort for soldiera and sailors. Ban^ack 
Street, before mentioned, was known as '' The Hill " and was as 
well known tlii'ough Ilis Majesty's dominions for its evil reputation 
as tho worst haunts of Plymouth or Portsmouth in England. 

On the 25th February a public fast was proclaimed by the 
Governor, after which we do not find any further proclamations of 
this kind for many years. 

A press warrant was granted to Rear Admural Griffiths on 28th 
Fcbruaiy, when many of the idle and worthless vagabonds of the 
town were happily secured for His Majesty's service, where they 
would be brought under wholesome restraint. 

It had been arranged this spring that a residence for the Admiral 
of Ljic station should be erected. The British Parliament had 
granted the sum of £3000 for this purpose, which being found 
insufficient, the House of Assembly of this province voted £1500 
towards its completion. A site was selected in tho field between 
the Naval Hospital grounds and Gottiugen Street, and the present 
building known as Admiralty House was commenced this year, but 
not finished until some time after. Why the local funds of the 
province should have been devoted to this pui'pose does not clearly 
appear. 

The arrival of the English packet on 21st May furnished news of 
the fall of Napoleon Bonaparte and the euti'y of the allied armies 
into Paris. It being Sunday, the event was celebrated on Monday 
by a military review with salutes, and the whole town was illumin- 
ated in the evening. A military baud performed during the evening 
on the flat roof of the old market house, long since removed to 
make way for the present brick structure, and the streets were 
crowded to a very late hour. The merchants and many of the 
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places, where hot siipi^era were consumed in honor of the occasion. 

Among the captures this year was that of the American privateer, 
Snap Dragon, six guns and 70 men, brought in by U. M. Sloop, 
Martin on 5th July, taken off Sambro Light, and on the 13th, the 
United States Sloop Rattlesnake, 18 guns, by the Leander frigate, 
taken near Slielburue Harbor. About the same time 340 British 
prisoners were brought to Halifax in Cartels from Saleui in Massa- 
chusetts. The Rattlesnake was afterwards sold and fitt^nl out as a 
privateer by merchants in Liverpool, Queens County. 

The British forces ha\ing captured Washington in August, 1814, 
a large number of black slaves, of both sexes, from the plantations 
along the Potomac and Chesapeake Rivers, who had deserted their 
mastei-s, took refuge on board the British men-of-wai' while they 
laid in Cliesaixjakc Bay. Sir George Cochi-an, the naval commander, 
sent them on to Halifax, where many of them arrived in September, 
following ill a tninsport ship and tlie Brig Jasper. They were 
afterwards located at Preston and Hammond's Plains. Many of 
the domestic slaves remained iu the town as sei'vants, attaching 
theuiHclves to the inhabitants. Those who went to the country, 
being unused to cold and hard labor, wei*e unable even with the 
assistance of the Government allowance to make their living ; soon 
became paupers and a burden to the community, a condition in 
which their children and grand-children largely remain. At the 
close of the war a quantity of American soldiers' uniforms, taken at 
Castine, in Maine, were ser>'ed out to the Chesapeake negroes. 
Their grotesque u[>peaitince in the blue and yellow coats, occasionally 
intermixed with the green and red facings of the corps called the 
York Rangers, (at the peace disbanded in Halifax,) must be within 
the rec'oUection of many of our old inhabitants. 

The grand event of this year for Halifax was the fitting out of 
the exi>edition for the invasion of the State of Maine. This 
expedition consisted of the 29th, COth, 62nd and 98th British 
Regiments, with artillery and some militia. The two brigades were 
commanded by Major Goslin and Colonel Douglas ; the whole being 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir John Cope Sher- 
brooke. Rear Admiral Griffiths commanded the squadron, which 
was com^iosed of 3 seventy-foui' gun ships, the Bulwark, Dragon 
and the Si)encer, with two brigs, a schooner and ten trans|M>rt8. 
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CaBtiuc was takcu on 1st SSoptembcr, aud the town of Michias by 
Lieut. -Col. Pilkintrtou, on the 11th. Thus all the State or District 
of Blaine fell into the hands of the British as far west as the old 
bounds of Acadia. This territory was originally part of Nova 
Scotia, and at the jHiace of 1783 ha<.i been concede<.l to the Americans 
through the ignorance aud iui}>ecility of lA>rd Oanibier, who htul 
been intrusted by the British Ministiy with the settlement of our 
lines. The British Government was erroneously induceil to relin- 
(juish this conquest at the close of the war, a iH)licy which has 
deprived this Dominion of the fairest timber lands of New Bruns- 
wick, and caused the loss of the most direct line of communication 
between tiie Canadian provinces througli British territory, a loss 
which the whole expense incurred by the British Grovernment during 
the war could not now repay. Sir John, having left a garrison to 
take care of his conquest, soon returned with his little army to 
Halifax. Several Halifax merchants availed themselves of the 
opening afforded to make money, sent ageiits witii supplies of goods 
to establish shops at Castine, etc. The British authorities collected 
the Revenue of Maine while in occupation, which amounted to a 
considerable sum of money. This fund was placed by the colonial 
minister in the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia, 
who appropriated it in various ways as he thought most for the 
benefit of the country. It wtis from this fund that Dalhousie 
College was afterwards built and endowed by the Earl of Dalhousie, 
who succeeded Sir John Cope Sherbrooke in the government, the 
Legislature of the Province having been induced to vote the sum of 
£5,000 currency towards the same object. 

In the autumn the small pox mac^e its appearance in Dartmouth 
and Preston aud was very fatal among the Chesapeake negroes. 

The old Rockingham Club, which in the days of Prince liklward 
and Sir John Wentworth dined periodically at the Rockingham 
Hotel on the Basin, had ceased to exist, but it appears to have 
i-cvived about this time under che name of the Wellington Club. A 
dinner at the Rockingham by the Wellington Club was announced in 
the papers of 2Cth August to take place on the 30th instant at half 
past four o'clock. Five o'clock was the fashionable dinner hour. 
The Gk)vemor'8 dinner cards of this date were all for that hour. 
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The old Rockingham was destroyed by fire nearly half a century 
ago. It stood on the shore of the Basin, a short distance north of 
the Rotunda. After the departure of the Prince it became a house 
of entertainment, kept successively by Graves, Paine and others. 
It WSB a favorite resort being a convenient distance from town. 
The approach from the post road was by a carriage drive next to 
the Rotunda, between two beech trees, from which hung suspended 
a sign with the Wentworth Arms. When destroyed it was the 
property of the estate of David Muirhead. 

In September the body of General Ross, who had been killed 
before Baltimore, was brought to Halifax for interment. He was 
buried in the old English burial ground with ail military honors. 
No monument to his memory appeara in St. Paul's Church. 

On the 24th November, the Man-of-War Brig Fantome, 18 guns, 
went on shore at Prospect. She soon went to pieces, as also a 
schooner which accompanied her. No lives were lost. 

The merchants pi'eseuted several petitions to the Governor this 
year relative to the trade of the port. The following names appear 
appended to these petitions, among which we will find those of 
many of our principal cilizons whose faces wei*e once familiar to 
many now living : 

- James Forman,* Belclier ^ Wright, ^ .John Clarke, William 
Rudolf, John Stayner, Rufns G. Taylor, William Strachan, William 
Young, Jr., AuBtin ^ Stairs,** Jessie Woodward, Richard Kidston, 
Lawrence Doyle, John Carrol, Henry Ycomans, Francis Stevens, 
Benjamin Ettor, John Merrick, W. C. Wilkie, Charles Boggs, And. 
Smith, William Duffus, James Kerby, Charles Ti-opolet. Again, 
Thomas Wallace, Bowie «& DeBlois,* Ilostennan & Ktter, John & 
David Howe,* W. A. & S. Black,® James Baine, Martin Gay 
Black, Duncan McColl, Thomas Cleary, Robert Phelon, T^vi Moses 
& Co., and John A. Bari'y.^ 

The Province Building and the Admiralty House were both slowly 
progressing during the summer and autumn. 

NOTK.— 1. For many years Custoe of the County. 2. Hon. Andrew Beloher. son 
of the flrat Chief JuHt'ce and monibor of CouncU. Hi« partnciC William WrifrhL w«h 
Hon of old Parapn Wright of ihe Orammar School. Neither left male descendants in 
Nora Scotta. a. Hon. Wm. Btalrn, Sr.. aftcrwardu in Council. 4. WllUam Bowie, 
killed in a duel with R. J. Uniacke. 6. Both brothers of the late Hon. Joweph Howe, 
Provincial Secretary, etc G. Hon. William A. Black of the Lefflalativo Council. 7 
Mr. Barry was afterwards in the House of A««enibly for Shelbumv : died at LaHave 
Ihged 80 years. 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 Nova Scotia HinUyrical SwMy. 

Halifax did a hriak trade daring the period of the American 
War. The following list of exports for the jear 1816 is given by 
Murdoch in one of his notes: Yessels, 412; Tons, 54,457; men, 
2,868; Boards and Plank, 1,881,722 feet; Staves, 282,562; Dry 
Fish, 82,059 quintals; Fielded Fish in tierces, 408; Barrels, 
29,829 ; Smoked Herring in barrels, 142 ; Boxes, 6,425 ; Fish Oil, 
49,668 gallons. 

1815. The winter of 1814-15 was more severe than the previons 
one. The small i)ox had broken out in the town and many persons 
died of it. A nnmber of the black refugee negroes had l>een, about 
the month of May, after the removal of the prisoners, placed on 
Melville Island. They were all vaccinated to prevent the spread of 
the disease among them. They remained here for a short time nntil 
they could be located in the country. 

The treaty of peace between Great Britain and the United States 
was ratified in February 1815, and execute<l at Ghent on the 24tli 
December following. An immediate exchange of prisoners took 
place after the ratification, and many seafearing men belonging to 
Halifax, who hod l^een confined in American prisons, were restore<l 
to their homes. Peace was proclaimed at Halifax on 3nl March. 
This spring an Act of the Legislature passed for establishing a 
Bridewell or House of Correction in Halifax. It was placed under 
the control of the sessions, and the old gamble-roofed building 
formerly used as a poor house, then situated at the western end of 
the space known as the old poor house grounds, was taken for 
the purpose and fitted up with cells, etc., for the prisoners. This 
building was taken down, having ceased to be use^l after the 
erection of Bock Heoil Prison and the Pro^^ncial Penitentiary on the 
North West Arm. It was one of the oldest buildings in the toa'u 
afterwards, and was in early days the residence of Mr. Wenman, the 
keeper of the Asylum. When it was first built is uncertain, but 
being situate within the lines of the old forts, was probably a 
military residence of some sort during the first five or six years of 
the settlement. 

A r^ular police court was this summer established in tlie brick 
Coort House. John G^rge Pyke, John Howe and John Liddell 
were appointed police magistrates. Mr. F^ke had long been cnstos 
of the county, and he and subsequently Mr. Liddell gave regular 
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attendance at the office. Mr. Fyke was allowed eleven shillings 
and eight pence per day, and had three police eonatablea at hia 
command, with the additional asaistanoo of Hawkins, a colored 
gentleman, who dressed in an old military uniform with cap and 
feathers, usually escorted the criminals to and from the workhouse, 
and when occasion required inflicted his 89 lashes on Juvenile 
offenders at the old whipping post, which stood at the south-west 
comer of the building opposite Messrs. Stairs' ofTlce — a system 
of puuishmeut less expensive than ptiying their board and lodging 
for eight or Un weeks from the taxes of the citizens. 

Tho Spring of 1815 was very backward. The Basin had been 
frozen up all winter, and was not free from ice until the month of 
June. On the first of Jnnc the liarbor was full of ice so as for 
an hour or two to impede the progi-ess of the ferry boats. It was 
partiall3' collected from loose ice which came down the Narrows from 
the Hasin, and some drift ice which was bi"0!ight in in the night 
previously from the sea by the tide and southerly wind. 

There were two ferries at tliis time. The upper fciry was 
conducted by John Sken-y, whose mciiiory is still cherished by many, 
l)oth in Dartmouth and Halifax, as one of the most obliging and 
civil men r.r his day. Skerry's wharf in Dartmouth was a short 
distance Houth of the steam lK>at wharf. The other ferry was the 
property of Mr. James Creighton, known as the Lower Ferry, 
situate to tlie south of Mott's Factory. It was conducted for Mr. 
Creighton by deputy and was af teiwards held under lease by Joseph 
Findlay, the last man who nin a ferry boat with sails and oars in 
Halifax Ilarlior. Tliese ferry boats were furnished with a lug sail 
and two and sometimes four oars. They were lai*gc clumsy boats, 
and occupied some thirty or forty minutes in making the passage 
across the harbor. There were no regular ti-ips at appointed hours. 
When the boat anived at either side the ferryman blew his horn 
(a conch shell) and would not start again until he had a full freight 
of passengers. The sound of the conch and the cry of *<Over! 
Over ! " was the signal to go on board. The boats for both ferries 
landed at the Market Slip at Halifax. An act of the Legislature 
had been obtained this session to incorporate a Steamboat Company 
with an exclusive privilege of the ferry between Halifax and 
Partmouth for 25 years. They could not succeed in getting up ^ 
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company, stenin navigation being then in it8 infancy, and in the 
following year hid the act amended to permit them to mn a boat by 
horses to be called the Teamboat. This boat consisted of two 
boats or hulls united by a platform with a paddle between the boats. 
The deck was surmounted by a round house which contained a large 
cogwheel, arranged horizontally inside the round iiouse, to which 
were attached 8 or 9 horses harnessed to iron stanchions coming 
down from the wheel. As the horses moved round, the wheel 
turned a crank which moved the paddle. It required about twenty 
minutes for this boat to reach Daitniouth from Halifax. It was 
considered an immense improvement on the old ferry boat arrange- 
ment, and the additional accommodation for cattle, carriages and 
borses was a great boon to tlie country people as well as to the 
citizens of Halifax, who heretofore had been compelled to employ 
»*^kerry's scow when it was found necessary to carry cattle or 
oarriages from one side of the harbor to the other. The first trip of 
the Teambofit was made on the 8th November, 1816. The 
following year an outrage was committed which eauscd much excite- 
ir^iit and feeling in the town. All the eight horses in the lK)at were 
st:il)l)ed by a young man name<l Hurst. No motive for this cruel 
act could be OKslgned, drunkenness alone appearing to be the cause. 
The culprit was tried for the offence and suflFereil a lengthy 
imprisonment. Mr. Skerry kept up a contest with the Company 
for several years, until all differences were arranged by his becoming 
luiltcd with the Company, and after a short time old age and a small 
fortune, accumulated by honest industry, removed him from the 
scene of his labors. The teaml)oat after a year or two recciveil an 
addition to her speed by tlie erection of a mast in the centre of the 
round house, on which was hoisted a square sail when the wind was 
fair, and afterwards a topsail above, which gave her a most 
picturesque appearance on the water. This addition considerably 
facilitated her motion and relieved the horses from their haixl labor. 
As traffic increased several small paddle boats were ailded by the 
Company, which received the appellation of Grinders. They had 
paddles at the sides like a steamboat, which were moved by a crank 
turned by two men. In 1818 the proprietors of the old ferries 
petitioned the House of Assembly against the TeamlK>at Company 
suing these sniall boats as contrary to the privilege given them by 
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the Aet of Incoq[>oralioii. It afterwards became a sabject of 
litigation until the question was put an end to bj Mr« Skeny 
becoming connected with the Company. Jos. Findiay continued to 
run his old boats from the south or lower ferry until about the 
year 1835. 

On tiie ^rd August, the Man-of-War Brig Vesta arrived from 
England with the news of the Battle of Waterloo. The town was 
iUumtnated in honor of the victory, and the inhabitants kept up their 
rejoicings till a late hour in the evening. Preparations were made 
for a public dinner on the occasion, which took place at Mason Hall 
on the 15th. The Attorney General, R. J. Uniacke, took the chair 
and James Forman was Vice-President. The committee of manage- 
ment were Doctor William B. Almon, John P^ke, eldest son of old 
John Geo. Pyke, the cnstos. David Shaw Clarke, 6. Lewis and 
John Howe, junior, John Albro, Thomas Heaviside, Edward 
Alport, Joseph Allison and William Bowie were the Stewards. 
Subscriptions had been opened throughout Great Britain and the 
Colonics for the families of those soldiers who were killed and 
wounded in the action. The Town of Halifax including the 
garrison and public officers contributed the large sum of £S,800. 

Ttiis year an Act of the Legislature passed for r^ulating the 
appointment of Trustees and Master for the Grammar School of 
Halifax. The first Act establishing this school bears date 1780. 

The refugee Negroes brought to Halifax by Admiral Cockbnm had 
been in a great measure a burden upon the community. A 
proposition was made this year by the British Government to 
remove them to a warmer climate, but no steps appear to have been 
taken to effect the object. Had this suggestion been carried out at 
the time much suffering would have been spared to these poor 
l>eople, and the inhabitants of Halifax relieved from a burden. 

On 26th February a resolution passed the House of Assembly 
directing the commissioners of the poor to cause an account to be 
taken of the number of black persons in the Town and the environs, 
who were brought to this country from the United States of 
America. The following return, dated March 6th, was signed by 
, Bicfaard Tremaine, Chairman of the Committee : 
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In the Town of Halifax 
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Mr. Fairbanks' Estate 










at Lake Porter 


• 


.. 


• . . 


27 
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The nieu and women with families were geuei*ally in need ; none 
appear to have been located at Hammonds Plains at this time. 

James Archibald was tried for the murder of Captain Benjamin 
Ellen wood of Liveipool, N. S., before Chief Justice Blowera, in 
Easter term of the Supreme Court at Halifax this year. He was 
convicted and executed soon after on the Common. 

Another attempt to incorporate Halifax was now made. It 
will be seen that in 1785 the merchants of the town suggested the 
subject for the consideration of the Governor and Council, but they 
disapproved of the measure; again in 1790, the Si)eaker of the 
House of Assembly, in consequence of complaints I'egai-ding the 
settlement of the poor and the necessity of a [)olice force, etc., drew 
up the following resolution, which was passed : ^^ Resolved, that it 
^^ be recommended to this House to present a humble address to His 
^^ Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to request that he will be 
'' pleased to grant a charter to the Town of Halifax for incorpor- 
^^ ating the same, and enabling the inhabitants thereof to make such 
^^ by-laws as shall be sufficient to regulate the police of said town.'* 
No step, however, was taken by the Governor and Council relative 
to this resolution. 

The merchants of the town had a meeting on the subject in 1816, 
which resulted in a definite proposition being made, in which all the 
details of the proposed charter were fully set out in a pamphlet of 
some lengtli. 

The following preface or introduction to this pamphlet affords a 
sketch of the plan proposed : 

INTRODUCTION. 

The following plan for regulating the municipal affairs of this town has 
been drawn up in the form of a charter, as the cldaiest and best method to 
expxess the extent of the proposed imj^rovements. The objects have been 
pointed out by a thorongh investigation into the various modes of con- 
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ducfcing the public business ; which was entered into in consequence of a 
presentment made by the Grand Jury to the Court of Quarter Sessions in 
the December Term of 1812. Tlie Court liaving appointed six different 
investigating committees of the Magistrates to meet the various objects 
contemplated by the grand Jury, their several reports combined clearly 
prove the necessity of some reform ; but as it would now become an 
invidious as well as a useless task , to point out the prevailing errors of the 
present practice, which are but too evident to admit of a doubt, the gentle- 
men who have undertalcen the task of sketching out the meaiia of improve^ 
ment, have left it to the Public to compare the one with the other. 

It will be perceived bv a perusal of the following sheets, tliat the Charter 
has but two leading objects —to establish regularity in business, and to 
define and extend tlie powers of the Magistrates and Grand Jury (acting as 
a Common Council) to the same limits as (and not a step beyond) the 
powers granted to all corporations within the King's Dominions. 

The only novelty introduced is t^lat of preserving a gradual change of 
the ruling 'members of the corporation, without incurring the unpleasant 
duty of the electing system. This is done hy the appointment of ten 
magistrates to act as trustees, two of whom will go out and two others 
come in annually, and the appointment of the Grand Jury of the existing 
vear, (or if it is preferred that of the last year, or a draft from the whole 
list until it is gone through), to act as a Common Council. 

By these means the whole of the leading members of the community 
(likely to take an active part in the affairs of the town) will, in .turn, 
partake of the duties of a respectable office, and become intimate, and 
thereby feel interested in its affairs. The various articles of consumption 
and ot commerce will be better inspected than they are at present ; the 
revenues will be regnlarly attended to, and every desirable improvement 
in possession of other similar communities in His Majesty's Dominions 
will in time, no doubt be adopted. 

The provisions of the Charter have been selected and drawn up with the 
utmost rare to avoid objections by an attentive reference to the London, 
rhiladelphia, New York and New' Brunswick Charters, and the East Com- 
pany's by-laws ; and the whole is arranged and worded agreeably to the 
most approved forms, in order to obviate any difficulties on the' part of 
Government, or from local partialities. 

In debating the merits of the following pages, these three queries will 
naturally occur to and guide every reflecting mind : 

1st Whether the present management requires any improvement ? 

2nd. If so—is this an effectual plan ? 

3rd. If not— what is better ? 

N. B. When the terms of the Charter are i^^reed on and assented to bv 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, it is proposed to apply to His 
Excellency to grant it fur a term of three or five years by way of trial ; 
during which period such amendments may be made to it as experience 
shall point out to be necessarv ;— after which, if it proves acceptable to the 
inhabitants, application may be made to renew it for another term of a few 
years, for the purpose of improving it still further, as its deficiencies may 
appear; then the Charter may be made perpetual if the inhabitants 
approve of it. It will be necessary to have an Act of the General 
Assembly to confirm the Charter when first granted, and on every renewal 
of it. 
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Mr. SaUatlcr ami a few otiicra were principally conocrDcil in 
endeavoring to forward the object, but tlic Governor and Council 
a|)pcar to Lave bocn still influenced by the belief timt tlieir own 
Bupen'ision of local alfaii-s was [>referable and better siittcd to tlie 
circumstances of tlie town at that time. 

It will be seen that in the plan proi>osed the idea of a i)opnlar 
election of members of the coq)oration was not even thonght of 
either by the Government or the i)eoplc of the town. 
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CITAFrKR VII. 

181 G. Soon after the peace the prosperity of Halifax began to 
wane. The price of provisions and all the necessaries of life, the 
value of real estate and the high rents of houses in the town all 
became more or less affected by the scarcity of money arising from 
the withdrawal of the troops and navy and the sndden alterations in 
trade. The reaction was not fully realized until about two years 
after peace was proclaimed, when the rapid fall off in the valne of 
i-eal estate an<l the sudden check given to commercial purauits was 
foun<l to have reduced many speculators to i>overty. 

Sir John Cope Sherbrookc having been appointed Governor 
General of Cauada, the principal inhabitants of the town gave 5iim 
a farewell dinner on 25th June. It was presided over by Chief 
.lustice Blowers and the vice chair was occupied by Michael Wallace, 
the treasurer of the province. An address, lai'gely signed by the 
inhabitants, was presented to the (Jovernor on his departure. Sir 
John had rendered himself very po[)ular in Halifax by his affable 
manners and his prompt and decisive wa}' of treating all matters 
brought to his notice b3' the citizens. He embarked at the King's 
wharf on Thursday, 27th .lune, under a salute from the batteries 
and the cheers of the inhabitants. 

The rough con<lition of the streets of the town at this period 
rendered innnediate j-.r.d extensive improvements necessary. Those 
in the least fr piented parts of the town had l)een so much 
neglected that in many places the}' were impassable from the 
accumulation of rubbish nn<l the broken condition of the wooden 
platforms or bridges at the gutters and crossings. Jn many places 
the streets were overgrown with gi-ass except in the centre. 
lU'unswick Street, though one of the prineiital highways of the 
town, was overgrown at each sitle with grass. -Many of the old 
Dutch houses then still remaining in this street stood on banks a 
few feet above the sidewalk and where there were no buildings rough 
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stone walls or fences marked the line of the street. Water Street, 
from the continnal traffic and wear during the period of the war, 
had been worn into holes and was in wet weather almost impassable 
from the accamnlation of mnd, particularly between the Ordnance 
Yard and the foot of Prince Street. The market sqnare at this 
time, as also that portion of Water Street between Collins' Wharf 
and the King's Wharf, was mucli lower than at present. It was 
found necessary to pave this portion of Water Street, which was 
iccordingty accomplished during the years 1816 and 1817. The 
oavement, which was with ronnd stones, extended fit>m the 
Ordnance to Black and Foreyth's Wharf, (later Mitchell's) at 
the foot of Prince Street. The Provincial Legislature contributed 
the sum of £1,200 towards the work, and the expense of flagging the 
sidewalks was chaigcd to the owners of property fronting on 
the street. About the year 183.5 this pavement had so sunk down 
as to l)e no protection from the accumulation of mud. The lower 
part of the market square bordering on Water Street and the way 
leading to the market slip or public landing were raised about Ave 
feet. Between 1820 and 1824 new Street Commissioners were 
appointed. The Macadamizing system l)egan to be introduced and 
extensive improvements in the way of levelling the streets and . 
filling np hollow places were proceeded with. 

The Acadian School, conducted by Walter Bromley, had now 
been under way for about three years. It was inspected on 31st 
July. There were 400 children in attendance. On this occasion 
Mr. Bromley stated that since the opening of the school in 1813, 
eight hundred and ninety-three children had received instruction 
there, and about one hundred apprentices and colored children in 
the Sunday schools. The latter were under the special superintend- 
ence of Mr. Bromley himself, who devoted all his leisure to the 
instruction of the black children and others who could not attend 
school throughout the week. The small sum of £200 was voted 
annually by the Legislature in aid of this school. Subsequently a 
grant of money was made by the Assembly to the National School, 
which was about this time set on foot on tiie Madras system, under 
the auspices of the Bishop and members of the Church of England 
in Halifax, who had lately erected the large three-story building in 
Argyle Street, opposite the parade, for the purpose. In 1818 this 
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school had 117 diildren in attendance. The daOy attendance at 
these two schools exceeded 500, which was a large number consider- 
ing the ejctent of the population at this period. 

The appointment of Dr. Robert Stanser, Rector of St. Fanrs, to 
the Bishopric of Nova Scotia, vacant by the death of Bishop 
Charles Inglis, took place in 1817. Fnterest had been made with 
Lord Bathnrst, the Colonial Secretary, and the Archbishop of 
Canterlniry to have Dr. John Inglis, son of the late Bishop, 
appointed to the See. The appointment was said to have been 
armngc<l in favor of Dr. Inglis, but a recommendation from both 
branches of the Legislature then in session in favor of Dr. Stanser, 
their Chaplain, prevailed, and Dr. Inglis was appointed Rector of 
St. Paul's, vacant by the elevation of Stanser to to the Bishopric. 
Dr. John Inglis proved a highly popular Rector ; his bland manners 
and kind disposition rendered htm a favorite with all classes and 
denominations, and when he afterwards, in 1825, obtained the 
Bishopric he carried with him to England addresses in his favor not 
only from his own parishioners, but largely signed by his friends 
among other denominations. 

The remains of tlie old Bishop were bronght to town from 
Aylesford, where he died, and buried under St. Paul's Church on 
the 29th February. The funeral was attendeil by the Grovemor, Sir 
J. C. Shorliroke, Sir John TVentworth, the retired Governor, His 
Majesty's Council and a lai^e assemblage of the citizens. A 
monument to his memory is on the west side of the chancel of 
the church. 

On the morning of the 18th April great excitement prevailed 
tlironghout the town in consequence of a murder which had been 
committod in one of the streets during the previous night. Capt. 
Westmacott of the Royal Engineers who, as officer of the night, 
was going his rounds on horseback to visit the guards, met 
two men in Sackville Street whom he challenged in consequence of 
their suspicious appearance. They immediately attacked him and 
by a sudden effort threw him from his horse, having first woanded 
him fatally with a bayonet. He Ihigered until the 4th day of May, 
when he died. The murderers were soon after discovered and 
proved to be two soldiers, deserters from one of the regiments in 
garrison. They had been stealing fish through the niglit from a 
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store on one of the whan'cs. Thoy weix? iilcntiflc<l by the Captain 
and, l)eing tried and convicto<l of the mnrdoi-, were exoctitcd on tlie 
Common. 

The Nova Scotia Fensiblc llegiment, after the close of the war, 
remaineil in Canada for some time. Early in June of this year they 
embarked at Quebec for Halifax. The tran8{)ort in approaching 
Halifax ran n|>on a reef of rocks known as Jeddore ledges, which 
lies off the harbour of that name eastward from Halifax. The 
weather was calm and the troops were landed in safety, with the 
exception of four private soldiers, two women and several children, 
but with the loss of considerable part of the baggage. It was foinid 
on landing the men that the tide was rising, and that in all 
probability the greater part of the ledge would l>e covered at high 
water. It was proposetl that the women and children should Iw 
first landed and placed on the higher part of the rook. lUit on the 
soldiei-s perceiving that Colonel Darling, who connnand<Ml the 
Regiment, and several of the olTlcera were intending to avail 
themselves of the higher parts of the ledge, immediately declared 
that all officers should 1x3 conjpelle<l to remain with their respective 
companies and share the fate of their men. One ollloer, a captain, is 
said to have shown symptoms of imj>atience or something worse on 
the occasion, and abandoned his wife and family and his men, 
seeking shelter for himself on Ihe rocks amidst the reproaches and 
jeers of his comrades. The Kcgiment was, however, Hueeossfidly 
landed on the ledges, chiefly through the heroic exertions of the 
Adjutant-Lieutenant Stewart, who volunteered to carry a cable from 
the bowsprit of the ship to the rock, wlien having there made it fast 
the sailors were enabled to constmct means for landing the men in 
safety. Part of the Regiment was brought to Halifax in coasting 
vessels about the first July, and others found thoir way by land, 
havhig been brought on shore from the rocks by the fishermon of 
the neighbourhood. Col. Darling and some others being <lispleased 
at all the credit of the exploit being attached to Lt. Stewart, who 
was probably not a favorite of the Colonel, brought him to a Court- 
Martial for some trifling offence supposed to have l>een a ]>reaeh of 
oi*ders, and it is said he was compelled to leave the Regiment. 

Two vei7 extensive fires occurred at Halifax this year. One on 
the 8th Oetol>er, remembered as Uie *' Haliburton " lire in conse- 
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quunce of llir bik'k iHitkliiig at Hit* coiuer of Mollis uiul Sackville 
Strecls owirhI l»y 3rr. (Joorge ifnliburton, liuving been the first 
I10U80 I'unsuuiocl. The fire destroyed nearly the whole block from 
llidibiirloii's corner to wlieix* Mrs. Howard's new stone building 
stands, on the east or lower side of Hollis street. All the 
buildings on Sackville Street down to the comer known as 
Reynolds' corner, and the whole of the buildings on the upper or 
Western side of IJctlford Row were consumed. The fire commenced 
at ten o'clock in (he evening ar»d continued to riige until six o'clock 
next morning. It w:iA considered the most disastrous fire that had 
ever occurred in Halifax. The old buildings were all of wood 
except Haliburton's corner house. The block was soon rebuilt 
with a better description of buildings. Mr. AV. K. lieynolds 
erected a line stone store at the corner of SackviUe Street and 
Redford Kow, which still remains ; this was far the finest store in 
Halifax at the time. A range of brick buildings jUong Bedford 
Row were at the same time erected by the late Nicholas Vass. 
Haliburton's corner was also rebuilt of brick, and the buildings on 
Hollis street, the property of Mi\ LeNoir and others, were built 
about the same time by the late Juilge William Hill and his brother 
T. T. Hill, then l>oth at the Halifax Rar. Several old wooden 
houses were [lulled down during the lire by oitler of the firewards to 
prevent the spread of the lire. The town was assessed to pay the 
ilamage. The other lire was on Water Street at Creightou and 
(Irassie's wharf. It occurred in the night of 17th December, 
during very cold weather. All the stores at and near the head of 
the wharf were consunjcd, and the lire extended to buildings on the 
oi)posite side of the street. Mr. Clrassie rebuilt with brick and 
stone, and afterwards lined the shuttei*s of his new store with sheet 
iron. 

The Karl of Dalhousie, a Scotch nobleman, who had distinguished 
himself in the Spanish campaign as a general of Division under 
JiOrd Wellington, had been ap[)ointed to succeed Sir J. Coi>c 
Sherbrooke in the (iovernment. He arrived in Halifax on 24th 
(>ctol)er, 181G, in the Frigate Forthe. Lord and Laily Dalhousie, 
imniediately after their arrival, landeil in state and [>roeccileil to the 
Council Chamber under a salute from tlie Citadel attended by the 
heads of Depaitmeuts, civil and military, when the Earl was sworn 
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into oflioe in presence of Uui MajeBtj's CounciL The trooiM lined 
the way from the King's wharf to Cochran's building where the 
Council Chamber was then situated. 

There had been no theatrical performances worthy of mention in 
tlie town since the Doke of Kent's old theatre in Argyle Street had 
been appropriated to the school ander Mr. Brojnley. In the autumn 
of this year a company of players, Messrs. Piiee, Chamock, 
Placide, etc., fitted up an old store on Fairbank's wharf as a theatre. 
Placide, Price and Mrs. Young were considered good i>erformers 
and attracted large audiences. At the close of their caiieer the 
manager got into jail for debt, when Placide, the best comic aetor 
of the company, distinguished himself by escaping from prison and 
passing the sentry at the Jail gate in the night, who supposed it 
was a Newfoundland dog, Mr. Placide being famous for imitating 
the bark and whine of the canine species. 

1817. The winter of 1816-17 was much more severe than that 
of the preceding year. The south-east passi^ was dosed with ice 
all winter, and tlie ice remained until late in April. Great distress 
prevailed in the town as usual among the laboring classes during 
this winter, which was also the case throughout the whole Province. 
The sum of £600 was contributed this winter by the inhabitants of 
Halifax for the support of destitute emigrants who had been 
. brought up from Newfoundland. 

An attempt was made by the Legislature in theii* session of 1817 
to I'clieve the pressing necessities of the county by an Act authoriz- 
ing the Governor and Council to procure copi)er coin to the value of 
£2,000 to be issued from the provincial treasury. The Act was 
disallowed by the Colonial Secretary in England. No good reason 
appears to have been assigned for its rejection. The circulating 
medium at this time in the town and throughout the country was 
Spanish doubloons, old Spanish dollars, pistareens and other 
small Spanish coins, with a mixed collection of copper coinage, 
English and Spanish, with all kinds of half-penny tokens issued by 
private individuals in the townl No British coinage ever reached 
Halifax except the old English Guinea. The troops were paid in 
old Spanish money, which was brought from South America and the 
West Indies by the merchants in exchange for their cargoes of fish 
with occasional importations of Spanish silver by the British 
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(Government for tlic trooim, etc. An isbuc of paper money was at 
UiiB time made nnder an Act of the province. 

It was in the year 1817 that the project was firat broacheil for 
the establishment and erection of a college on the Grand Parade. 

The sum of £9,750 was then remaining in the liands of the 
(Governor from the revenues cellected at Castine while the State of 
Maine was in the hands of Ihe British troops. This sum Jjord 
]>alhousie obtaineil the [lermission of the Colonial Secretary to 
appropriate towards the erection of a college in Halifax on the 
model of the Scotch Universities. The professors were to I'eceivc 
moderate salaries. The students wei*e not to reside in the college 
building, but only to attend courses of lectures which were to be 
open to all students and all else who might feel disposed to purchase 
tickets for the courses. 

This winter the theatre on Fairbanks' whai'f was again in 
o[>eration and as attractive as ever, ^f iss Powell was at this time 
giving lessons bi dancing. She gave her spiing ball at Mason Hall 
on 21st May. This lady, who was patronized by the fashionable 
part of the community, was the daughter of Mr. Powell who 
conducted the theatre in Ai^yle Street when under the patronage of 
the Duke of Kent. She lived many years in Halifax and died 
at an advanced age, having l>een dependent on the charity of her 
friends for several years before her death. 

The naval force on the station had now been reduced to a few ships 
under the command of Rear Admiral Sir David Milne, father of 
Vice-Admiral Sir Alexander Milne, who some time since commanded 
on the North American Station. Sir David's flagship was the 
Leopard, Frigate. 

It may here be noticed that the British and Foreign Bible Society 
had lately organized a branch in Halifax. The second annual 
meeting of the branch society took place on the 5th May. It was 
attended by the Karl of Dalhousie, who occupied the chair, and a 
number of ottlcials. The chief si)eakers on the occasion were Judge 
James Stewart, the Rev. Dr. Archibald Gray, of St. Matthew's, and 
Judge Wilkins. Martin G^y Black was treasurer and Walter 
Bromley, secretary. Mr. Black continued to act as treasurer of 
this society to the year of his death. The S[>eaker pf the House of 
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AHScmbiy and a oduibei' of the mciubei'B of tiic liotiBc were aliM> 
i)rescut on this occasion. 

The gi'cat dcstitiition of the laboring part of the i>opulatiou 
during the winter, as usual, rendered it necessary on behalf of the 
Commissioners of the Poor for the tofni to call on the inhabitants 
for contributions in addition to the annual iKX>r rate assessed. The 
l)oor house at Halifax was then, as has been the case fi'eipieutly 
since, the receptacle for ti'ansient paupers from the country, and the 
sum of £300 was voted this year by the House of Assembly towards 
the expenses of the establishment. 

The charitable societies of 8t, Patrick and St. Andrew dined 
together on the respective anniversaries of their patron saints. 
Richard J. Uniacke, the Attorney General, occupied the chair at 
tiie St. Patrick's dinner, and Dr. Samuel Head the Vice. The 
Governor, Mr. Philip Woodhoube, the Commissioner of the Dock- 
yai-d, the Bishop of Nova Scotia, the Commanding Officers of the 
Ganisou and other distinguished guests were present at both 
dinners. 

A fire occurred in tlie southern part of Granville Street this winter, 
whicii destroyed the chocolate manufactory of Mr. John Fei^uson 
and his dwelling house. The fire companies of Halifax at this time 
were, perhaps, the most useful institutions in the community. 
These companies consisted of several hundred gentlemen each, who 
formed themselves into a company for the pur[>ose of rendering 
assistance at fires. Each member provided himself with a leather 
cap, two or thi'ce buckets, canvas bags, etc., on which were 
painted the name of the owner and device of the company. The 
membei*s were elected by ballot. They held quarterly meetings and 
occasionally dined together, and gave annual balls at Mason Hall. 
The Heart and Hand and the Hand in Hand Companies were the 
oldest, but the Sunfire Company was the most exclusive. The 
PhcDuix Company was also very efficient, being com))osed chietiy of 
young tradesmen of the town. The Engine Company was a veiy 
ancient institution, and tolerably efficient, considering the kind of 
machinery they had to work with. The Axe Company, as now, 
was composed of carpenters and othera suitable for such work at 
fires. It was customary for the soldiera in garrison to turn out at 
fires and form lines with the inhabitants for the conveyance of 
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water by backets, hauded throagh the lines from the harbor or the 
wells and tanks of the town. One feature which is now never seen 
at fires was the guard which was famished by the military to take 
charge of the property removed to the streets from the. baming 
houses. Scarcely a pile of furniture or goods could be observed 
without a sentry over it with fixed bayonet pacing up and down. 
The supply of water was principally drawn from the wells and 
pumps which were kept in order by the Magistrates of the town. 
These pumps have been before noticed. The inhabitants of the 
suburbs, however, dej^ended for good water on their private wells. 
Almost every house in Brunswick and Lockman Streets had a good 
well in the garden or near the house. The north suburb lots were 
of very large dimensions ; fruit gardens were numerous ; the plum, 
the Dutch cherry and red and black currants were raised in 
abundance. The caterpillar and other vermin which now infest 
the fruit gardens had then not been imported. 

Among the names of merchants who were carrying on business 
this year in Halifax we notice those of John Pryor, father of 
the late City Judge, Henry Pryor, William Strachan, Wliite, 
Creighton & Co., Ironware Merchants, Wallace & Russell, Hard- 
ware and Wines, at the comer of Hollis and Prince Streets, now 
occupietl by the Union Bank; Prescott & Calkin, Fruits, etc., in 
Granville Street ; James Leishman & Co., Woolen Ware, lately from 
Glasgow; Hartshomc, Boggs & Co., Hardwai*e, etc., at the old 
stand, corner of Granville and George Streets, and S. & W. DeBlois 
at the opposite corner. The firm of Hartshorae & Boggs existed 
for many years. The head of the finn, tlie Hon. Lawrence Harts- 
home, retiring from business, the name was altered to Boggs & 
Hartshome ; the late Thomas Boggs Ijecame head of the business 
and Lawrence Hartshorne, Jr., afterwards County Treasurer, was 
junior partner. The business continued until the old comer build- 
ing was taken down, about the yt-Jir 184-, and replaced by the fine 
stone edifice erected by Mr. George E. Morton on the site. 

Scarif & Bain, aften^^'ards James Bain* & Co., carried on an 
extensive importing bnsiness at the comer now occupied by W. & 
C. Silver. James Romans, Boots and Shoes, who succeeded Mr. 

* Mr. Bain mArrfed a daughter of the late Benjamin Salter and srand dam^ter of 
Malafthl Salter, one of the flrit Members of Ancmtly for Halifax, the aneeetor of Mr. 
9eDjamin Salter of this dty. ^ 
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McNab at the old corner of Gr&nville and Prince Streets, lately 
owned by 31r. Ro1)ert Romans, who succeeded bis father in the 
business; John Witham and Thomas Donaldson, the former 
Groceries and Wines, the latter Confectionery, were fashionable 
resorts on the lower side of GranA'ille Street. Mrs. Jane Donaldson 
earned on the business after the death of her husband and finally 
retired to her residence at Birch Cove on the Basin, which had been 
purchased from the late Andrew Belcher on his leaving the province 
for England. Shenvood, which was built by Bishop Stanser, was 
also the property of Mrs. Donaldson. The late William Donaldson 
afterwards sold it to Thomas Kenny, V!sq. James Donaldson, the 
brother of Donaldson of Ctranville Stixjct, was also a Confectioner 
and caiTie<l on business at the comer of George and Barringtou 
Streets, now occupied by Cragg Bros., opposite the Para<lc, 
an<l was afterwanls succeeded by the late Adam Ksson. Tlie 
principal auctioneers were Bowie iV DcBlois, Moody & Boyle, Fillis 
& Perkins, and Charles Hill & Co. The latter cairiefl on business 
in Bedfonl Row near the corner of Saekville Street. Among the 
dry goods stoi*es were Israel Allison & Co., Caniot & Alport, 
where Mr. DufTus aftenvards erected his stone building; Thomas 
Cleary, M. G. Black, Winkworth Allen & Co., in Cochran's Build- 
ings near the market. Among the imiK)i*ting and West India 
merchants, Abram Cnnard & Co., Lawrence Doyle, Collins & 
Allison, Collins' Wharf; James Forman, Sr., James and Michael 
Tobin, Tobin's Wliarf ; Thorn, Salter & Co., Ship Chandlery. 

A court for the summary trial of actions in the town was cstalv 
lished tliis year. The Commissioners nameil by the Governor and 
Council were James Forman, Richai'd Ti-emain, William Minns, 
Charles Boggs and James Tobin. The Commission l^ears date in 
April of this 3'ear. 

Jn addition to the public schools before mentioned, Mr. Thomas 
Crosskill kept a good school for yonng men in rear of the Acadian 
School, entrance from liarrington Street; his classes were more 
advanced than those of Mr. Bromley. Mr. Addison kept his 
classical academy in Marehington's Lane. There were several 
schools for yonng girls. Miss Wenman kept a school for small 
children in Granville Street ; she was one of those who were bame<1 
oat in the great fire before mentioned. Mrs. Henry in Barrington 
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Street and Mrs. McCage, for young ladies, also in Barrington 
Street, in the brick house lately the property of Mrs. Doctor 
Slayter. 

On the 25th April, 1818, a public meeting was called to petition 
the British Government to make Halifax a free port so that 
foreigners might have access and take cargoes of the prodnce of the 
conntry or merchandise imported into it ; accordingly, on the 27th 
May, an order of the Prince Regent in Council was obtained 
making Halifax and St. John, New Brunswick, free ports. Halifax 
was deelaitHl by pit>e1nmation of the Governor Ixsaring date 
August 13th. 

At the request of tlie inhabitants of tlie town an Act of tiie 
IjCgiHlature was obtaine<l this year authorizing the leasing of 25 
acres of the Common for a period of D99 years at a small gronnd 
rent. The lots woi-e each 60 feet in front by 330 feet deep. These 
lots were gradually disposed of and the broail street known as 
Spring Garden Road was laid out with the lots fronting on it. 
Very few of these lots were built on at first, and not until many 
years after was there any appearance of improvement in this part 
of the town. The only residence westward of the Generars 
quarters was the house of old Colonel Pyke, the Police Magistrate, 
which stood in the field next his brewery. 

About thij* time the late John Stayncr, of Water Street, 
commenced to erect the building known as Brookside, after- 
wards the residence of the late Hon. Joseph Allison. Many years 
afterwards John Spry Morris, the Surveyor General, erected tlie 
building, and planted the trees, lately occupied by D. Cronan. The 
fields on the west side of Queen Street, opposite the General's 
quarters, known as Pedley's Fields, or Sroidtville, were not then 
built upon and tlie whole space from the pi'esent line of Queen 
Street to the Tower Road was occupied as pasture for cattle. 
Queen Street led up to Fort Massey military burial gronnd ; it was 
covereil with grass and seldom useil except for military funerals. 

Owing to the frequent alarms of fire and other disturbances in 
the town this winter, the Magistrates made application to the 
Legislature for an Act to establish a night watch, and accordingly, 
on the 5th May, a nightly watch was established by order of the 
Governor and Council for three months. 
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Daring the spring of 1818 and the previouB autnmn, several 
yesBels arrived in this port with emigrants from Europe, many of 
whom were found to be in a most destitute condition. They could 
not be permitted to remain a burden on the town and the Governor 
and Council advanced funds to assist their removal to the country, 
and Mr. Samuel Cunard and Mr. Michael Tobin were intrusted with 
the funds for the purpose. 

^^ On the 9th February there remained of these emigrants in 
** town only 20 families and 30 single men. Their distress and 
^^ that of the humbler classes in the town this winter induced 
^^ the Governor to place £100 more in the hands of Messrs. Tobin 
*' and Cunard to be used by them to mitigate the suffering of the 
*•*• poor in general. They, in consequence, established for a time 
^^ a public soup house, beginning with 50 gallons of soup a day ; 
" but in three days they were obliged to double the quantity, 
^^ finding that 50 pounds beef and vegetables, producing 100 
'^ gallons a day, did not more than answer the demand. The 
'^ fitting up of the place and eight days' issue cost over £50, and 
'* they supposed the money would be all gone in a fortnight more. 
*^ They attended constantly in person at the daily issues and say 
^' that 500 daily partook of the gift. Tliey estimated that £200 
^^ more would be required to keep up the establishment until the 
" pressure of want should l)e alleviated in some other way. The 
^^ first £50 was paid out of the Arms Fund, £100 from the Treasury, 
^^ and the House voted £200 on 10th February for temporary relief 
'* of the poor at Halifax." — [Murdoch.] 

Eight armed fishing vessels were seized this summer by the ships 
of war on the station, and brought into the Harbor of Halifax. 
Five were released and three condemned in the Court of Vice- 
Admiralty. 

A general election occurred this year. The poll for the County 
and Town of Halifax was opened at the County Court House on 
Monday, 15th June, and continued until Wednesday, when one of 
the candidates, Mr. Richard Kidston, having withdrawn, the other 
two, Mr. John Albro' and Mr. H. H. Cogswell were returned. 
Capt. Thomas Maynard, R. N., was Sheriff this year. He resided 
in the old house in Jacob Street formerly known as the Grenadier 
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Fort, which sUkkI ou the Biwi where the Triuity Church han siucc 
been erected. 

Anioug the evenU of tlie year worthy of notice was the api>ear- 
ancc of Anthony H. Holland, i)roprietor of the Acadian Recorder 
uewHpaper, (which liad ))een established in 1813) at the Bar of tlie 
Assembly to answer charges of having published severe animad- 
versions on public affairs, i)articularly from some remarks relative 
to Edward Mortimer, one of the County, members, for which Mr. 
Holland suffered a shoi*t imprisonment. This affair, with the 
letters of Agricola, which now began to api)eai' in tlie same paper 
bronght that paper into public notice. 

A Bill was introduced into the House of Assembly this session 
by Mr. Shaw, who resided near the Three Mile House, for lighting 
Water Sti'eet, but it does not appear that the object was effected. 

Paper money, issued from the Provincial Treasury, had been for 
some time in circulation and had to some extent taken the place of 
the Spanish Silver, which had been, heretofore, the only circulating 
medium in the town. 

During the month of Februai'y this year, the harbor was blocked 
up with float ice as far down as George's Island. Between 13th 
and 20th, persons crossed from Dartmouth on the ice at the Narrows. 

In tlie '* good old days when George the Third was king," his 
birthday, the 4th June, was celebrated w^ith great enthusiasm at 
Halifax. A levy at Government House, a review of the troops, and 
soinctiuK.s tliy uiilitia on the common, and a royal salute from the 
Battery uud shipping in harbor, terminating with a ball in tlie 
evening. 

This year the officers of the 3rd Halifax militia regiment gave a 
dinner at the Exchange Coffee House in the large room lately occu- 
pied by the Coiporation as a Council Chamber. The North Biitish 
Society nl>»o diiiod together on St. Andrew's day at Masons' hall. 
Lord Dalhoubie, and all the heads of departments, civil and military, 
and Bi^ho]) Burke attended. Judge Brenton Hallibui-ton was 
President, ttud Geo. Mitchell Vice-president. 

Dr. Burke had been ofBciating priest at St. Peter's, the old Roman 
Catholic church which stood on the present St. Mary's grounds at 
the head of Salter Street. He was this year appointed Bishop for 
this pro\iuce under the title of Bishop of Ziou. He was consecrated 
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at Quebec uu llie 5Ui July. Dr. Burke wiu* a very |>opular clergy- 
man, was highly thoiiglit of in the town and was very remarkable 
for hitt hospitality, great benevolence, and Christian self-denial and 
care for the i>oor. Though on several occasions engaged in theo- 
logical controversies with Dr. McCulloch of Pictou and others, he 
never permitteil those differences of opinion to interfere with that 
kindly and gentlemanly intercourse with his friends for which he 
was so I'emarkablc. 

On the 15th December this year the Agricultural Society of Nova 
Scotia was inaugurated at a public meeting held at Masons' Hall. 
The Earl of Dalhousie presided, the Hon. S. B. Robie, Judge 
Brcnton Halliburton, Rev. Dr. Inglis, afterwards Bishop, and S. G. 
W. Archibald addressed the meeting. Resolutions were passed for 
the organization of the society, Lord Dalhousie appointed President, 
and John Young, the author of the lettera of Agricola, was 
appointed Secretary with a good salary. Chief Justice Blowei-s 
was named as Vice-president, and a Committee of twenty named 
to manage the business. 

Mr. Placide's theatre at Fairbanks* wharf was again in full 
operation this winter; Mrs. Young was the favorite actress, and 
young Mr. William Blake, a native of the town who Joined the 
Company, acquired much popularity. Mr. Blake afterwards visited 
Halifax as manager of a company of play actors, about 1830 or '31. 

Mr. John Black* and James Eraser, two wealthy Halifax mer- 
chants, were this year apiK)inted to His Majesty's Council. Mr. 
Black was senior member of the firm of Black, Forsythe & Co., 
afterwards known as Fiddis, May & Robinson. This business was 
carried on for many years on the wharf at the foot of Prince Sti*eet, 
lately the property of Greorgc Mitchell. Mr. Fraserf can-ied on 
business near Commercial wharf. His residence was on the upper 
side of Water Sti'eet nearly opposite his place of business. His 

*Mr. Black's daughter wiks the wife of the late Hon. Jas. B. Uniackc. Mr. B. built 
tho handsome stone nianiiton near Qovemment Honio in liollis Streot> afterwards the 
residence of Bishop Binney. The inranito with which this house was built was 
brought from Abordecnjihire. Mr. WilUam Black, his son, removed to Scotland. 

tThe Hon. James Fraser married a daughter of Mr. DeWolf of Windsor, his eldest 
son James i>. Frasor. was for many years member of Assembly for Windsor, and his 
second son was Dr. BcAJamin D. Fraser. of Windsor. His eldest daughter married 
Hon. Chas. Oorc, afterwards Oen. Sir Chas. Oore, G. C B., and her daughter married 
the JCarl of KrroU a Scotch peer. Another daughter became the wife of the Right 
Itev. Dr. Suthcr, Bishop of Aberdeen. 
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garden extended iuto Argyle Street, aud oeciipie<1 the 8i>acc on 
which the Saleni Chapel stood. 

Ceksi's of the Town of Halifax, taken 1816-17. 
Men, 3114, males under 16 years of age, 2120, Total males 5234 
Females, total 5177 

10411 
Colored population, males 31)1, females 324 745 

Total population of the town 11 156 

Memo : — ^Population in 1752, — 4249. 
*' *' 1791,-4897. 

In the spring of 1819 tlie excavations at the north end of the 
Grand Parade were commenced for the erection of Dalhousie College. 
A grant under the great seal of the province, of a part of the parade 
ground had been made to Trustees as a site for the college in Aug- 
ust 1818. The Legislature at their sitting in Febraary, voted 
£2000 towards the erection of the building and a sum of £3000, 
part of the Castine fund before mentioned, was also appropriated to 
the building, the balance together with an additional vote of £2000 
from the province being invested for the support of the college. 

The space known as the Grand Parade had been resen'ed for 
military aud other necessary purposes on laying out the town in 
1749. It had never been military property or claimed by the 
military authorities, but was originally reserved as a place of muster 
for the militia of the town, though used also by the King's troops 
for mouutiug guard. An old building originally erected on the 
upper side of the space next Argyle Street for an Ailillery barrack, 
was remaining there as lato as 1777, and ranges of cannon appear 
in front of it in the old pictures of the town about that date. 
Prince Edward when General Commanding at Halifax had tlic 
parade ground walled uj) and a new rail or fence erected. The 
surface was levelled aud the wall built at the north end bringing the 
surface liigh above Duke and Harrington sti'eets ; ice houses were 
built- under this wall which were occupied by Mrs. Jane Donaldson, 
Confectioner of Granville street. This wall was removed to nuike 
way for the foundation of the college building. It had always been 
asserted as a right on the part of the inhabitants of tlie town, that a 
free, unobstructed way for foot passengers should be kept open 
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across tlic centre of the old parade from one paii, of George sUvct 
to the other, and wooden steps had been provided soon after the 
wall along the upper side had been erected and a gate and turn stile 
at the town side for the acconuuodatiou of the public* There was 
a high wooden rail around the parade painted red. 

The Province Building being now finished, the Courts of Justice 
and the Public Offices were removed from Cochran's building, and 
the Legislature, which met on the 11th February, took possession 
of the chambers appropriated to the Council and Assembly with all 
due ceremony. 

The reduction of the Dockyard establishment this year was a great 
loss to the town. A large force of workmen wTrc discharged, many 
of whom were thrown out of employ without any provision from 
government. 

The project for the removal of the Dockyard to Bermuda was 
found in many respects not to have realized the advantages contem- 
plated by the change. It was removed at the time that one of the 
Admirals on the Station had taken offence at some occurrences in 
the town and hatl used his influence to effect the change. 

A few years afterwards the Shears, a gigantic apparatus at the 
Dockyard, for throwing down vessels, was demolished. The Shears 

"• The Grand Parade as it is called, like other t>Daco8 nworved in 1749 for 
public purpose, 8uch as the old burial grround, public landing:, the oommon, 
etc., had been used for the purpose to which it was originally appropriated but the 
title had been Muppo'^cd not to nave panned out of the Crown. Towardn the close of 
the lartt century it was thought advisable to vetit all the public property in TrustecK 
under several grant8from the Crown for that purpose; accordingly a gf^^nt was made 
of the parade ground to certain public officials and their succei'Horu in office, to be held 
by them for the public purposoA for which it had been originally reserved. This grant 
with all the others had been constructed under the supervision of old Attorney General 
Uniacke and of Chief Justice Blowers, but it having been afterwards discovered that 
none of the public officials to whom it was granted possessed the 'joppon\te powers and 
therefore had no succession in law, and the oriional mcuir.bdnts at the time of the grant 
being all dead« it was oonoladod that the tltJo had lapsed to the Crown. Lord Dal- 
housio, Mr. Wallace and a few others, in their exuberant zeal for the erection of a 
college on the Scotch model, undertook to have another grant from the Crown 
passed of the whole or part of the parade ground to the Governors of the College, 
reserving, it is understood, certain privilegou over a portion of the ground to the public. 

The Governors of Dalhousie College claimed unclor this grant. Tne Citv contends 
that the old grant was not forfeited and tnat this space among other public property 
appertaining to the town was under the Act of Incorporation turned over to the citr. 
That in order to create a legal forfeiture there must bo process of Escheat gone through, 
and further, that though the public functionaries to whom it was granted were not 
possessed of corporate rights or had any succession of their offices in law, yet the fcuit 
of their bavin : been by Koyal patent constituted trustees of the property, by inference 
of law the Crown intended to make them a corporation for that particular purpose, and 
that their successors in the various offices they held, or the successor of any one of 
them, would possess the power of supporting the grant. Otherwise the object of the 
('rown in making the grant would be defeated, and as Crown grants are always oon- 
stitutod In law most favorablv for the Crown, it might be inferred that the Crown 
intended to support its grant by constituting tnoso public officers and their successors 
in office a corporation with succession for that special purpose. Later the dispute 
was settled by private arrangement. 
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was a Tery conspicnous object; and stood bo high that it could be 
seen from most parts of the town. It is still in the recollection of 
many of our older citizens. The Royal Standard floated from the 
staff which surmounted the Shears on the King's and Queen's buth- 
days and other public holidays. The Dockyard of Halifax, as 
mentioned in a previous chapter, was first established in the year 
1758. The present wall was first erected in 1769 and beai*s the date 
of 1770 over the gate, but it has been improved and some portions 
rebuilt since that time. 

Anthony II. Holland, built a paper mill at the head of the Basin this 
year, on the stream near the opening of the Hammonds Plains Road. 
The paper made here was used for his newspaper, and the 
various pamphlets which issued from Holland's press and occasion- 
ally by other newspapers. It was of a very inferior quality. The 
brown paper, however, used for shop puiposes, was of a tolerably 
good description. It was the first paper manufactory set on foot in 
Nova Scotia. It was kept up for many years after the death of 
Holland. 

On the night of the lltli of November a fire broke out in 
the Naval Hospital adjoining the Dockyanl, which destroyed several 
buildings. In consequence of the removal of the Naval Station the 
space remained unbuilt on for many years. 

The Magistrates of the town, in session in December, voted a 
portrait of Chief Justice Blowers. It was painted by a Mr. Drake 
in full dress, wig, and scarlet gown. This picture occupies a place 
in the Legislative Chamber, with that of Chief Justice Sir Thomas 
Strange, by Benjamin West, late President of the Royal Academy. 

Among the promotions which appeared in the Royal Gazette this 
year we find the appointment of Mr. Hibbert N. Binney* to His 
Majesty's Council. 

An event occurred in tiie montli of July which cast a gloom over 
the whole community. Mr. Richard J. Uniaeke, junior son of the 
Attorney-General of that name, a member of the Bar, in his address 
to the jury at a trial before the Supreme Court, made some observa- 
tions offensive to Mr. William Bowie, of the firm of Bowie and 

*Mr« Binnej uraa a native of the town. He was the father of the late Edward 
BInney and Omndfathcr of the late Bishop of Nova Scotia. Bis residence was at 
the comer of Hollls and Salter Streets, opposite that of the late Honorable William 
LaMTson. The old house ^as removed some yearn sinoe fo make way for a ranoo of 



wooden three-story bandings, erected by Henry 6. Hill, along the east side of aollls 
3treet. Mr. Binney was many years Collector ol Imports and JCzoise at Halifto. 
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DcBIoifl ; A challenge from Mr. Bowie wob the coDgeqiience, and on 
the morning of Wednesday, following the 21 st Jnly, the community 
was startled by the annonncement that Mr. Bowie had been mortally 
wounded. The duel was fought in the grove at the Governor's 
north faim, near the Lady Hammond Boad. Mr. Bowie was carried 
to the house at the comer, then or afterwards occupied by Mrs. 
McNeil as a tea house, where he died in a few hours, the bullet 
having entered his right side below the rib. Mr. Uniacke and the 
two seconds, Stephen W. DeBlois and Edward McSweeny, were 
i ndicted for murder and tried the same term, and were acquitted by 
the jury of the capital offence. This was the first criminal trial of 
importance which took place in the Province Building. The Court 
Room at the time, now the Legislative Libraiy, comprised the three 
rooms overhead, lately used by the keeper of the building. A large 
gallery then sun-ounded the Court Boom on three sides. This 
gallery was removed in 1827 or 182H, the height of the Court Boom 
reduced, and the upper space made into three room, which were 
appropriated to the Law Library, Admirality Becords, etc. This 
unfortunate duel excited much feeling in the town, an<l some blame 
was attached to the seconds who promoted or advised the pai-ties to 
fire a second time, when a reconciliation might have been effected. 
The combatants were both gentlemen highly esteemed for their 
amiable qualities. Bowie was a handsome young man and very 
popular for his social qualities. He was buried from his lodgings 
in town, and his funeral was said to have been more numerously 
attended than any within the recollection of the oldest inhabitants. 
Mr. Uniacke afterwards became a Judge of the Supreme Court. 
The recollection of the sad event is supposed to have shortened 
his life. He died at the early age of 45. Judge Uniacke was one 
of the handsomest men Halifax ever produced, and was more popular 
than any other of his family, several of whom were in public posi- 
tions. 

1820. Qn 7th April, King George IV. was proclaimed at Halifax. 
The ceremony was performe<l by the Governor, Council, and such 
Members of the House of Assembly as remained in town, together 
with the Magistrates, the Grand Jury, and a number of private 
citizens, proceeding to the Council Chamber, where the proclamation 
was signed by the Governor, Councillors, and others. David Shaw 
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Clarke, the Clerk of the Feaee, noted as Herald, accompanied by 
the High SherifiP in a carriage, escorted by a body of troops. l*he 
proclamation was read by the Herald in the Market Squai-e, at St. 
Paul's Chnrch, and on the Military Parade in. Brunswick Street in 
front of the officers' old barracks. A royal fi»alute was filled and the 
procession then returned to the Province Building, where the pro- 
clamation was again read. The Royal Standard, which had been 
flying on the citadel, was then lowered to half-mast and minute guns 
fired from Geoi*ge's Island, there l)eing none mounted on the hill at 
the time on account of the decease of the late King George III. 
SeiTiions were preached in all the places of worship and the 
inhabitants of the town went into mourning. 

The House of Assembly being dissolved by the death of the 
Sovereign, a public meeting of the freeholders of the Township was 
held at the Exchange* Coflfee House on the 3rd May for the nomina- 
tion of the candidates to represent the town. Richard Tremaine, 
£sq., was called to the chair. Mr. Stephen W. DeBlois nominated 
John Pryor and George Grassie. Mr. Cogswell, the former member, ' 
retired, as also Mr. James Forman and Mr. John Young, both of 
whom had been suggested. John Albro', one of the former members, 
led the poll at the close of the election, Pryor and Grassie stood 
even. Captain Mayiiard, the Sheriff, made a special return of the 
facts. It was said that the last vote polled was that of the Sheriff, 
who first declared the poll closed and then voted for Mr. Grassie, 
which placed the [^candidates even. On the validity of his vote 
rested the question of the majority. The election lasted three days 
and closed on Saturday evening. At the close the poll stood, 
Albro, 453 ;||^Gra8sie and Pr^'or, each 395." Freeholders or owners 
of real estate only had the privilege of voting at this period. The 
new House met on 12th November following, and Mr. Pryor having 
died in the interim the House ordered the return of Mr. Grassie. 

William- La wson, Simon B. Robie, Samuel G. W. Archibald, and 
George]^ Smith wei*e retunied for] the County. Mr. Robie was 
elected Speaker of the new House. Mr. Smith resided in Pictou, 
the other three in Halifax. Pictou and Colchester then formed part 
of the County of Halifax. 



*The building afterwardu iiBod cis the City HaU was then eaUed tho Exchange. 
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The walls of the new College had now been boUt np even with the 
surface of the parade ground, and it wa^ arranged that the comer 
stone should be laid with proper ceremony by Lord DaUiousie, the 
patron and originator of the scheme. Accordingly, on the 22nd 
May, 1820, the troops in the garrison were turned out and formed 
a double line from the Province Building to the Grand Parade. 
The Freemasons, under the Grand Master, John George Pyke, 
proceeded from Mason Hall along Harrington Street and formed a 
square on the Parade. Aliout 2 o'clock, Governor Dalhousie, the 
Admiral, tlie officers of the Governor's Staff, with the Members of 
His Majesty's Council, the Magistrates of the town, and a number 
of leading inhabitants, proceeded through the line of troops to tho 
south-east comer of the building. Dr. J. T. Twining, the Grand 
Chaplain, offered a prayer, after which a brass plate containing the 
necessary inscriptions and a quantity of coins, were placed under the 
stone, after which the Earl addressed the meeting and explained 
the objects contemplated in erecting the college. The stone was 
then laid with all due Masonic ceremony. A royal salute was fired 
from the forts and the whole was concluded by a ball and supper at 
Government House. 

On tlie 24th May, the comer stone of St. Mary's Roman Catliolic 
Church was laid with full religious ceremonies by Bishop Burke. 
The old church of St. Peter, usually known as '' the chapel " was a 
small wooden building painted red. It stood opposite the head of 
Salter Street, inside a rail, and was approached by a gate and turn 
stile. This old building was the first Roman Catholic place of 
worship in Halifax. It was built some time between 1785 and 
1790. It was removed soon after the new building was ready for 
occupation. 

On the 29th November, Bishop Burke died in the 78th year of 
his age. He was laid out in state in his Episcopal robes and mitre 
for several days. Bishop Burke was succeeded by Dr. Fraser, Bishop 
of Tanen in partibus. He resided at Antigonish. Mr. Miniot was 
parish priest at this time; he was succeeded by Mr* O'Brien and 
afterwards by Mr. Lochnan, etc., until the appointment of Bishop 
Walsh. The St. Mary's Cathedral crept on slowly for many years 
for want of funds, but was finished according to the original plan 
about the time of the appointment of Bishop Walsh, 
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The Earl of Dalhouslc having bc>eii appoiuted Governor General 
of Canada on the death of the Duke of Richmond, a farewell ball 
was given to him and his Countess by the officers of the garrison 
on 28th May, and on Slst the inhabitants presented him with an 
address. On the first of June, his successor in the Government, 
Sir James Kempt, arrived at Halifax in the Phwton, frigate, Capt. 
Montague, 42 days from England. He landed at the King's 
YHiarf, and was driven to Government House. At 3 o'clock the 
same day he went to the Council Chamber, where he was sworn into 
office. 

On the 5th, Lord Dalhousie embarked for Canada. The flank 
companies of the Firat Halifax Regiment of Militia, under tlie 
command of Capts. John Liddell and John Pyke, attended on the 
wharf as a guard of honor. Sir James Kempt brought with him as 
A. D. C, Major Charles Gore, afterwards General Sir C. Gore, 
G. C. B., Lord Frederick Lenox, a younger son of the Duke of 
Richmond, wiio lately died in Canada, and Major Couper, after- 
w^ards Sir George Couper, Comptroller of the Household of the 
Duchess of Kent, the Queen's mother. Sir James Kempt was one 
of Lord Wellington's Officers in the peninsular war. He com- 
manded a brigade at the Battle of Waterloo, and after the death of 
Sir Thomas Picton, the General of Division, who was killed eai*ly 
in the action, the command of the division fell to him. 

The only other occurences woilhy of notice during this year were 
the dinner given to Governor Dalhousie by the inhabitants of the 
town, which took place at Masons' Hall on 17th June, the Hon. 
Michael Wallace in the chair, and John George Pyke, Vice. Sir 
John Wentworth, Bai'onet, the former Governor, died this year at 
his i-esidence, Mrs. Flieger's, Hollis Street. His death took place 
on 8th April. He was in his 84th year. He was succeeded in his 
Baronetcy by his son, Charles Mary Wentworth, a native of 
Halifax, who had retired to England, where he held some subordi- 
nate office under Government. At his death, unmarried, the title 
became extinct. By his will, he gave the old villa and grounds on 
the Basin, built by the Duke of Kent, to Mrs. Gore, the novelist, 
who was a distant relative of his family. 

A Fair and Cattle show was held by the Agricultural Society on 
6th September on Camp Hill. The Governor distributed the prizes. 
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John YouDg, JoUu Albro*, WiUiaiu Youug, John SUirr,' Peter 
McXab and Frederick Major, K8(|iure8, were Judges of Iho cattle. 

1820-21. This winter was, if anything, more severe than the 
three preceding. Early in January the harbor became frozen over, 
and by the 20th the ice extemled to Meagher's Beach and was 
sufUciently strong to bear sleighs. By the 27th the ice formed a 
lirm bridge between Halifax and Dartmouth, over which a contin- 
uous line of sleighs, teams and foot passengers might be seen 
on market days. Skating and sleighing parties were numerous. 
The Grovernor, Sir James Kempt, drove tandem almost to McNab's 
Island, and the double sleigh of Judge Brenton Halliburton, in 
passing over a weak spot in the ice, fell through but was rescued 
without damage to the horses or the ladies in the sleigh. The 
navigation was completely stopped for several weeks. A passage 
was, however, cut from Cunard's wharf to the mouth of the harbor 
with much labor and expense, to i)ermit the Government Brig 
Chebucto to proceed on her cruise. This little brig was owned by 
A. Cunard & Sons, and was emi)loyed by the Imperial Government 
in cruising along the shores of the province to protect the fishery, 
and at the same time to enable the officers of Government to visit 
the outposts, and was occasionally employed on special service to 
proceed to Quebec and other places with despatches, etc. The 
channel through the ice by which this vessel was taken out, and 
which ran along close to the wharves, was afterwards kept open 
while the ice remained, and a boat and two rafts were used to 
convey over passengers and sleighs. 

On the 17th September, a fire occurred in the town, which 
destroyed nearly all the buildings on the eastern side of Barrington 
Street, between Sackville Street and Blowers Street and extended 
back into Granville Street, where several houses were consumeil. 
Most of the buildings destroyed were old and delapidaated except 
those at the comer of Granville and Sackville Streets occupied by 
Mr. Liswell's Bakery, etc. There were in all about 24 houses 
consumed. A large portion of the burned district remained for 
many years after unbuilt upon. 

It was customary at this time for the dress companies of the 
militia to give balls. On 23rd January the Grenadier and Light 
Companies of the Ist HaUfax Regiment gave a ball at Mason Hall 
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at which 300 persons* were present. The regiment was oonunanded 
by Hon. T. N. Jeffery, the Collector of the Customs, who had only 
lately succeeded old Col. J. G. Fyke in the command. John 
Liddell commanded the Grenadiers and Brevet Major John Pyke, 
the Light Company. Lleut.-Col. Riehaixl Tremain commanded the 
Town Artillery. 

The condition of the transient poor of the town was very sad this 
winter. An organized system of relief known as the Poor Man's 
Friend Society, was instituted. The town was divided into wards, 
and three or four gentlemen volunteered in each ward to visit the 
poor throughout the winter months. A soup house was established, 
aud other arrangements made to meet the objects intended. This 
society continued for about six or seven years. In 1824 Beamish 
Murdoch was its secretary. The following year William Young 
(the late Chief Justice) was acting secretary. 

A large issue of paper money by the province took place in 1820. 
Silver change was almost driven out of circulation by the issue of 
small notes, many at one dollar, at 2s. 6d., and even at Is. dd. 
These notes were issued by private individuals upon their own 
credit and resi^onsibility. Those of William Lawson and Adam 
Ksson were the most numerous. The doubloon was at this 
time established at £4 currency, aud the Spanish dollar at five 
shillings. The price of flour had fallen to twenty-seven shillings 
and six pence per barrel. 

An anonymous pamphlet was published from the press of A. H. 
Holland, charging the magistrates of the town with malpractices, 
which caused much excitement. It was discovered to have been 
written by Mr. WHliam Wilkie, of Halifax. He was indicted 
for libel, tried at the Easter term of the Supreme Court, found 
guilty and sentenced to two years imprisonment with hard labor in 
the House of Correction. This was esteemed a mosc tyrannical and 
cruel proceeding on the part of the government. The pampUet 
was a very paltry offence, such as at the present day would be 
passed over with contempt. Wilkie, though not a person of much 
esteem, yet being a member of a respectable family in the com- 
munity, should have been spared the indignities thrown upon him 
by Chief Justice Blowers and the other Jnc^es of the Supreme 
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Court. After the sentence was known, the sympathy in his favor 
was very general throughout the town. 

The reaction after the peace had reduced the price of agricultural 
produce, not only in Halifax but throughout the province. The 
West India trade, then the chief brauch of commerce, had begun 
again to be proB|)erous, and the merchants were looking foi'ward to 
profitable voyages. But the value of real estate had so fallen that 
sales were made in the body of the town for much less than half the 
cost of the buildings. This state of things continued for several 
years, and very few new buildings were erected between 1819 and 
1828. The population was alK>ut 15,000, but the number of houses 
did not exceed 1,600. 

The market square at this period presented a very different 
appearance from what it does at present. A low wooden building 
stood on the site of the present brick market house. The roof was 
originally fiat and afterwards a pitched roof was added. The 
butchers' stalls in this old building were very convenient, i)erhaps 
more so than those in the new market house. The cellars of this 
building fronting on Water Street were let for the benefit of the 
town, and the south end was, some time after this, occupied by 
Mr. Alexander McLeod as a liquor store and grocery for many 
years. The ground in front of the market wharf and market 
slip was much lower than at present, and also that part of Water 
Street between the old City Court House and Stayner's Wharf, 
all which was filled up about 1830 or, perhaps, a year or two later. 
A range of shops under the Court House before this alteration in 
the streets afforded a large revenue to the town, but their value as 
places of business was destroyed when the street was raised, and 
though partially occupied afterwards, they proved damp and unfit 
for storage of goods. The truckmen, who were then very num- 
erous, ranged their trucks and carts in lines in the square fronting 
the meat market (there being no other stand allowed) and in 
cold weather they might be seen, in the afternoons, when not 
engaged in trucking, amusing themselves with the game of football. 
Two liquor stores, one at the head of the market, on Beamish's 
Wharf, and the other at the opposite corner, now known as 
Laidlaw's comer, kept by Samuel and David Muirhead, were the 
chief places where spirits and beer were retailed to the truckmen 
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and fishermen. In front of these shops were ranges of apple and 
cake stalls kept by old women, where also gull eggs and lobsters 
boiled hard conld be had by the fishermen and shallop men from the 
wharves. The red woollen night cap was generally worn in those 
days by the market fishermen and the people from the coasting 
vessels. 

The sidewalks throaghout the town with the exception of part of 
Water Street, were all of wood. The old platform on Greorge 
Sti*eet, between Granville and Ilollis Streets, was known as Harts- 
home's platform. Messrs. Hartshome & Boggs occupied a range 
of wooden buildings at the corner of Granville Street, since replaced 
by the stone building erected by George E. Morton and now 
occupied by Knowles' Bookstore. On the lower comer, known as 
Martin Gay Black's corner, there stood an old gamble-roofed house 
on a high green bank occupied by Mrs. Hart as a di^ goods store, 
and afterwards by T. & S. Greenwood, watchmakers. This old 
building was about this time replaced by another which afterwards 
made way for the handsome free stone building erected by the late 
Martin Gay Black.* This platfoim was the resort of merchants 
and othei-s who congregated there in the mornings for a short walk 
and to talk over the news. A large ship gan did duty as a post at 
Hartahome & Boggs' corner, and another at Black's, and formed a 
neuclcus for loungers — not smokers, for smoking was strictly pro- 
hibited in the streets of Halifax at this time by the Magistrates of 
the town. Opposite, near the Province Building rail, was tlie old 
town pump mentioned above, known as Black's pump, remarkable 
for its good water, where dozens of boys and girls might be seen 
towards evening getting water for tea. The old wooden range 
known as Cochran's building, which occupied the site of the present 
Dominion building, had been only lately evacuated by the Legisla- 
tive Assemblies and the Courts of Law, and was now being fitted 
up for shops. Among those who first occupied shops in this 
building were Winkworth Allen, who afterwards went to England, 
Mr. David Hare, who afterwards became the purchaser of the 
property; W. A. Mackinlay, on the north side, and Clement H. 
Belcher, at the north-west corner, both well known stationers and 

* This fine stone bnUdlnff has been sinoe puUed down and a new ImUdlng for the 
accommodation of tho Kercbants' Bank now occupies the corner. 
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booksellers, oceapied their respective shops a long time, the latter 
for more than twenty years. At the opposite comer, to the south, 
on Uollis Street, stood a lai*ge three story building erected by the 
late James Hamilton, who carried on an extensive dry goods 
business. It was afterwai'ds sold to Burns & Murray, who ei-ected 
the present handsome freestone edifice on the comer. Mr. William 
A. Black kept his watchmaker's establishment at the corner below, 
now occupied by the P. Walsh Hardware Co. The old Halifax 
Journal office occupied a wooden building at the corner of 
George and Granville StrcctB, where the stone store of T. & K. 
Kenny now is. Mr. Benjamin Etter had his watchmaker's shop at 
the comer of George and Barrington Streets, now known as 
CroBskill's comer, in the same old wooden building which has since 
undergone extensive alterations. Mrs. Donahlson canictl on the 
confectionery Imsiness at the comer opposite and was succeeded by 
Adam Esson. There were two Donaldsons, l>oth confectioners, 
wliose wives carried on the business after the death of their husbands 
and accumulated large properties, usually known as upi>er and 
lower Donaldson's ; the latter was in Granville Street and was the 
most fashionable, l)eing patronized by the military and navy offleers 
during the war. The parade ground was surroundeil by a high 
wooden rail painted red and had a gate and two turn stiles opposite 
George Street ; the latter for foot passengers who claimed the right 
to pass across the ground to the steps which led up into Argyle 
Street, and which still remain. John Howe kept the Post Office in 
the old building opposite the parade later occupied by Mr. Brander, 
Cabinet Maker. The late Matthew Richardson a year or two later 
erected the thi'ce story stone building next to Mrs. Donaldson on 
the site of the Hon. Andrew Belcher's garden, which occupied an 
open space south of Donaldson's or Esson's corner. Mr. Belcher 
had, a few years before this, left Halifax to reside in England. 
His residence was in Granville Street, the same building formerly 
owned and occupied by the late Doctor Hoffman a short distance 
south of Kenny's buildings, and his garden extended in rear front- 
ing on Barrington Street. No part of the city has undergone 
greater changes since this time than Granville Street. From 
George Street northward all the old houses on both sides have been 
replaced by lofty buildings with some rare exceptions. Between 
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Romaus' corner and the Onlnance Square, the Bireet at this time 
was elevated about 20 or 25 feet above the present level. It was 
cut down about the year 1830 or 81, (perhaps a little earlier) and 
the old shabby buildings on the upper side removed, and those on 
the lower side had an additional story added to them below in conse- 
quence of the street being lowered. The whole of this part of 
Gran\ille Street has been since twice destroyed by fire and replaced 
by the present buildings, at a cost and in a' style far beyond the 
requirements of the city. Proceeding southward along Hollis Street 
from the Province Building, Imth sides as far as Sackville Street 
were occupied by a range of small low buildings. At the corner 
now occupied by the Queen stone building, there stood an old 
gamble roofed house of one story with a little shop at the corner 
occupied by a worthy old man, James Smith, who held the office of 
Deacon of St. Matthew's Presbyterian Church, opposite. The 
other deacon was James Dechman, senior, who was for many years 
keeper of the town clock, and resided in the clock building. These 
two old worthies have long since gone to their rest. The latter was 
father of the late James Dechman, of Halifax, master carpenter, 
who died at an advanced age some years ago at his residence in 
Hishop Street. Tiie Rev. Dr. Archibald Gray* was minister of 
St. Matthew's at this time. His place of residence was the old 
house in Granville Street, oj>poBite the Province Building, now 
known as the Acadian Hotel. Several buildings both in Hollis and 
Granville Streets, remnants of the first settlement, stood on high 
grassy banks witli porches and steps outside and cellar doors on 
the side of the bank witli plank platforms over the gutters ; the 
porches and steps frequently projecting out on the side path. 

Tlie Hon. John Black, a short time previous to the year 1821, 
built the fine granite building in Hollis Street north of Government 
House, afterwards the property of his son-in-law, Hon. James B. 
Uniacke, since the residence of the Bishop of Nova Scotia. The old 
house within the railing at the upper comer of Hollis & Salter 
Streets, lately owned by Mr. Esson, was then the residence of Hon. 
William Lawson. It was originally built by Malachi Salter about 
1760, perhaps before. At the opposite corner stood the residence 

" Dr. Gray married a daughter of Dr. Michael Head and was father of the lat« 
James F. Oray, of the Halifax Bar, many years Clerk of the Honae of A,83emblf . 
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of tbe Hon. Hibbert N. Binney, bince removed. At the other comer 
Mr. Charles R. Fairbanks, some time Solicitor-Greneral, afterwards 
Master of the Rolls in Chancery, son-in-law of Mr. Lawson, had 
jnst erected the fine brick bnilding since occupied as a boarding 
school for yonng ladies. The late Samuel Lydiard Bi*ewer built the 
iron stone house of three stories south of Mr. Binney's residence 
about the same time. The residence of the Hon. Michael Wallace, 
Treasurer of the Province, was in HolHs Street immediately opposite 
the Government House. It was a wooden bnilding and considered 
a first class residence in its time; now altere<l into two separate 
dwelling houses. Trees were common in the sti-eets of Halifax at 
this period as has been before mentioned. The stone building in 
Morris Street, the residence of Chief Justice Sir Brenton Halliburton, 
then Judge Halliburton, had been erected some years before this. 
Judge Stewart, his brother-in-law, built the yellow brick building 
at the north-west corner of HoUis & Morris Streets, now the 
residence of a gentleman of the same name, son of Hon. Alexander 
Stewart, late Master of the Rolls and Judge of Admiralty. The 
Hon. Thos. N. Jeffery, Collector of the Customs, built and resided 
iu the building later occupied by Mrs. James Donaldson. The late 
Bishop Inglis, then Rector of St. PauKs, owned and occupied the 
low wooden building nearly opposite Mr. Jeflfcry's, since the residence 
of Mr. Hagarty. At the corner, opposite Judge Stewart's, was the 
old gamble roofed house, the residence of James B. Frauklin, son 
of Governor Franklin. This old fashioned house still remains as 
one of the few relics of the early town. The Hon. Charles Morris 
built a handsome wooden dwelling house on the south side of 
Morris Street, between Hollis and Water Streets, afterwards the 
property of Hon. S. G. W. Archibald, Attorney-General and 
Speaker of the House of Assembly ; since his death occupied as a 
boarding house. The late John Trider aoout the same time built 
his rough stone house at Freshwater Bridge. The late John 
Tremain had a Ropewalk adjoining his residence on the south side 
of the road leading up from Freshwater Bridge, now known as 
Inglis Street. This property was afterwards purchased by James 
Forman, Junior, and the old ropewalk building removed. The 
residence of Major Bazelgette at the head of this street had been 
originally oonstmcted by John Trider from the materials of the old 
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Government House which had been removed and the materials sold 
to make way for the foundation of the Province Building. It after- 
wards became the property of the late John Moody, a merchant in 
the town, who sold it to Major Bazelgette about the year 1817 or 
1818, who added to the building and improved the grounds. Mr. 
Moody purchased the adjoining grounds and erected a new house ; 
after his failure his residence was purchased by Hon. Enos Collins, 
who improved the property and beautified the surrounding grounds. 
Old Fresh Water Bridge, so well known in former times, crossed 
the stream from Smith's Tanyard nearly in the same place as the 
present abutment. It was a rickety old wooden structure with a 
rough curb or rail. It was a favorite resort of the young of both 
sexes on Sundays and summer evenings, and the old wooden rail 
was covered with names and initial letters cai*ved with the pen knife 
by visitors. The walk down Pleasant Street and up the road now 
known as Inglis Street and round the new road, as the Tower Road 
was then called to Pyke's Bridge, and thence down Spring Garden 
Road to Government House, was the fashionable promenade for all 
classes on Sundays and holidays. The old English Burial ground 
was then surrounded by a high, rough stone wall, built without mor- 
tar, which was removed some years after the new cemetery on Camp 
Hill was consecrated. The Governor's garden up Spring Garden 
Road adjoining the burial ground extended as far as the General's 
quarters. A portion of this field was taken for the site of the 
new Court House and County Jail. The new Poor House in the 
opposite space, then lately erected, was a rough stone building 
whitewashed on the outside, but the Work House or House of Cor- 
rection was the old gamble roof building probably originally erected 
as a soldiers' bairucks in the days of the forts, and aftem'ai'ds used 
as a Poor House. All these buildings have been since removed and 
the ground sold to private speculators, a step much to be regi*etted, 
as the space was vei7 extensive and the most eligible situation for 
a public building in the whole city. 

The Poor House Burial Ground, at the comer opposite the 
present new Court House, was at this time a standing nuisance in 
consequence of the want of drainage and the careless manner in 
which bodies of paupers were interred. After the law for closing 
all places of burial in the city had been carried into operation, this 
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open space was planted with trees and gioand carted in to fill up 
hollow places, and a substantial wall built around it. The old tan 
Yard of Andi*ew and John Smith was then one of the most 
picturesque and secluded spots in the neighborhood of the town. 
The stream which turned their mill passed down from the south 
common through Smith's Fields, where it formed a iK>nd near the 
town road, known as the mill dam, for many years the resort of 
skaters in winter, continuing south-eastward to Freshwater Bridge 
and passing through a range of willow trees, some of which may 
still be seen above the present bridge. Southward from old bridge 
the road was at this time but a footpath winding along the sliore to 
Steele's Pond, beyond which it was passable for carriages. At a 
very early period, however, there had been a broad carriage ro:iil all 
along the shore to Point Pleasant, but the earth had fallen in or 
been washed away by the tide. Black Rock, a i>oint running out 
south from Trider's old lime kiln, was then, and for many years 
after, the resort of bathers. There was a tine gravel beach outside 
the old Freshwater Bridge leaving a largo expanse of gravel wiiea 
the tide was out. It was customary for gentlemen's servants, 
truckmen and others who came morning and evening to water their 
horses in the stream alK)Vc the bridge to ride their liorses in the surf 
at low water. 

That part of the city known as Schmidtvilie, or Pedley's Fields, 
west from Queen Street and the General's quarters, was not laid 
out into building lots until nmny yeai-s after the [Xiriod we are now 
describing. 

The stone house at the corner of Prince and Argyle Streets, 
opposite the south-west angle of St. Paul's Church, was originally 
the mansion of the lion. Richard Bulkeley, and is, perhaps, now the 
oldest stone building in Halifax; it wivs purchased about 1818 by 
H. H. Cogswell, who improved the old house and resided there until 
his death in 1854. The stone house at the opposite corner was 
built after the close of the war by Dr. William J. Almou. It 
afterwai-ds became the residence of his son, Matthew Byles Almou, 
who sold it to Dr. Daniel McN. Parker. 1^-oceeiling southward 
along Argyle Sti*eet at the next corner was the handsome residence 
of Hon. Richai*d John Uniacke, who held the office of Attorney 
General for a great number of yeai's. This was a wooden building 
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of linec stories originally wiili a flat roof aud a parapet all around 
with ornaments in the shape of urns at the corners and in the 
centre. A roof was put on this building about the time of the 
death of old Mr. Lniaeke, ami the parajicl removed. At the south 
termination of Argyle Street stooil the residence of Mr. Alexander 
Creighton, a small low house, and along Blowers Street, to the west, 
was a low range of wooden buildings which had been a soldiers' 
barracks or guard house. The late Chief Justice Blowei*s, about 
the commencement of the present century, ei*ected the lai*go wooden 
building at the corner of Harrington Street, adjoining the Roman 
Catholic property, as a residence. After his death it was sold aud 
bci^amc a hotel under the name of the Waverley House. It has 
since been purchased and attached to the Roman Catholic church 
property. 

In the year 1821 there wei*e no houses in Gottingen Street, north 
suburbs, except the stone house at the comer of the lane leading 
westwai-d, some years lief ore built by Major McCola, Town Major 
of Halifax, since owned by Mr. R. Duport. A wooden house, a 
short distance north of it, built by Peter Hay, Mason, and the old 
hipped roofed building at the corner of Gerrish Street, known as 
the North Pole, still standing. Mr. Lewis Demolitor had then 
lately built a large house at the northern extremity of Brunswick 
Street, which at that time was considered a very wild speculation. 
This is the same house lately the residence of the Hon. Senator 
Northup. The late Benjamin Ettcr also, about this time, built 
himself a residence at the corner of North Street, afterwards the 
mansion of the late Hon. William A. Black. Captain Michael 
Head, R. N., occupied the two stoiy house to the westward of W. 
A. Black's property, which a few years before had been built by the 
late William Rudolf, of Halifax, and was afterwards the residence 
of Commissary General, W. H. Snelling, and afterwards by John 
Northup; now or lately known as Belle- Air. Lockman Street 
then could boast of very few buildings and was so grown up 
with grass as in some places only to afford a narrow path in 
the centre for pedestrians and occasionally a stray carriage. The 
original Lockman Street extended only from North Street to 
Gerrish Street, in the rear of what was called the Dutch Lots ; it was 
afterwards continued southward by consent of the north suburb 
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lots, as far as Comwallis Street. The old house, formerly the 
residence of Major Leonard Lockuian, a German officer, one of the 
original settlers, for whom the street was called, stood on the 
western side near the northern extremity of the street. It became 
very deiapidated and was removed some yeai-s ago. 

In the year 1818, or perhaps as late as 1820, that pail of the 
north common known as Camp Hill, since appix>priated as a public 
cemetery, as also all the swampy space westwai'd of the drill 
ground, was in a state of natnre, covered with cradle hills, laurel 
bushes and ground juniper. The butcliers* boys kept their sheep 
there, and in autumn the swampy portions affoi'ded to the sports- 
men good ground for snipe, plover and curlew. An old building, 
known as the St. Andrew's Cross, stood on the hill at the corner 
where Qninpool Koad, so-called, now meets the common. On the 
opposite side an old two story house called Quinpool, which had been 
the residence of a Mr. O'Brien, stood in a field to the north of the 
road. This old house became uninhabited and was afterward taken 
down by Dr. Cogswell, the proprietor of the property, when he 
divided the fields into building lots. There were two main roads 
leading from town to the Basin, both meeting at what was called 
the Three Mile House, a building erected by Mr. Shaw, a member 
of Assembly, as a hotel, afterwards known as Increase Ward's 
country house. The Wistermont Road was known as the Blue 
Bell Road from a very old house with a swinging sign which stood 
at the corner before you arrive at the Willow Park property. Mr. 
John Young, known as the author of the letters of Agricola, had 
then lately purchased this latter place, had improved the house and 
gaidens, and was commencing to work it as a model farm. Further 
north were the old Dutch farms of Philip Bayer and Jacob Shefforth 
on either side of the road, surrounded by groups 'of old willow trees. 
The Bayer's house has disappeared, but that of the Shefforth family 
fell to the late Mr. Henry Vieth, who repaired the old buildings. 
The other road, known as the Fort Needham or Lady Hammond 
Road, was a prolongation of Gottingen Street. After passing the 
farms of the late John and James Merkel, it turned to the westward 
down the hill to the shore of the Basin at the Three Mile House. 
The Kempt Road had not yet been opened though for some time in 
contemplation. Two block houses, the remnant of the old fortili- 
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oaiions of Halifax, overlooked these roads. The first or nearest 
blockhouse, was at Fort Needham on the hill soath of the Gk>vemor's 
north farm. The other surmoonted the hill just above the cottage 
of the late John Steel, called Three Mile Cottage, at the termination 
of the Bine Bell Road, near the present Three Mile Chnroh. The 
old faonse at the Governor's north farm known as Lady Hammond's 
house was then in good repair, since fallen down. This house was 
erected by Lieut. Governor Hammond as a country residence for 
his family. The north farm, as it was called, extended eastward to 
the shores of the narrows and included the beech grove near the 
old railway station. This beautiful grove has been lately cut 
up by one of the Government Railway Superintendents who caused 
building lots to be laid off and sold in the grove. This fine 
collection of trees had been carefully preserved for nearly a century, 
and had been the scene of man}' festivities, and was associated with 
very many pleasing events in the minds of the older citizens. 

The common was the usual resort of a large portion of the 
inhabitants on a Sunday afternoon during the summer months. It 
had been the custom for many years, and had continued to be so 
until discontinued by Governor Maitland, for the whole garrison, 
which usually consisted of service companies of three regiments, a 
pail of artillery, and a company of sappers and marines, to parade 
on the common every Sunday afteraoon at three o'clock during the 
summer season. The Governor and his staff attended and the 
whole brigade, with their regimental colors, and the artillery, with 
their field pieces, formed a line and were inspected by the Governor 
or Commander-in-chief, after which they marched around the drill 
ground, passing Ix^forc him at slow time, saluting him in open 
column of companies. No booths, however, were allowed on the 
common for the sale of refreshments except on the King's and 
Queen's birthdays, when grand reviews came off. 

Sunday presented a gay scene at Halifax in those days. There 
being then no garrison chapel for the troops, the regiments in 
garrison, preceded by their brass bands playing, marched in full 
dress to St. Paul's and St. George's churches amid the ringing of 
bells and the sound of martial music. The carriage of the 
Governor (who was then always a general officer) in full military 
costume, with his aids-de-camp, drove up to the south door of 
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St. PaiU'B, the whole staff having first asssembled under the portico 
which then ran along the southern end of the church. His 
Excellency, followed by a brilliant display of gold lace and feathers, 
the clank of sabres and spurs, and the shaking of plumed hats of 
so many officers, many of whom were accompanied by their ladies, 
on entering the church, presented a most brilliant spectacle. All 
this was followed by the old Chief Justice Blowers in hib coach and 
livery, the carriage of the Admiral, and those of several members 
of Council. All being seated and the body of tlie church full of 
fashion and dress, the peal of the organ began to be heard and the 
clergy in surplice and hood (he who was about to preach, however, 
always in the black gown) proceeded from the vestry up the east 
side aisle to the pulpit, preceded by n l)eadlo in drab and gold lace, 
carrying a large silver headcil mace, who, after the clergy liad taken 
their scats, deliberately walked down the aisle again to the vestry 
with his mace over his shoulder. The Rector, Dr. John Inglis, 
usually preached in the morning, and the Curate, Mr. J. T- 
Twining, i)erforme<i the seiTiee. They were frequently accompanie<l 
by otlier church clergymen on a visit to town, and in T^ord 
Dalliousie's time, his Chaplain, tlie Rev. Isaac Temple, alw'ays took 
part in the service, frequently preadiing in the afternoon at ;> 
o'clock. On the sermon in the morning l>eing concliide<l, the troops 
marched back to barracks and the general and staff returned to 
Government House, where they partook of luncheon, and were 
again in re(]uisition by 3 o'clock for the granil review of the troops 
on the common. There were no evening sei-vices in the churches 
and meeting houses in those days, except with the Methodists, who 
were quietly doing their work in the old Argyle Street meeting 
house, under thi; Rev. Wm. Black. 

The police of the town were conducted by one pnid magistrate 
and one unpaid assistant, together with the clerk of the peace and 
three police constables, afterwards increased to four. Old Colonel 
Pyke presided as Chief Magistrate for matiy years, and was usually 
to be seen sitting in the little police office in drab knee breeches 
with gray yam stockings and snuff colored coat. Age and infirmity 
having at last compelled him to retii*e, Mr. John Liddell, the second 
in command, was appointed Chief Police Magistrate by Sir James 
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Kempt.* David Sbaw Clarke had been for some years Clerk of the 
Peace. He was a member of the Bar and particularly well qaalilied 
for the office he held, the duties of whicli he performed with much 
satisfaction to the public. He was very remarkable as being the 
most corpulent man in town. The late Samuel Muirhead, who kept 
a liquor shop at the head of the Market Wharf, was next in size 
to Mr. Clarke. Muirhead died in 1820, and Clarke, from that 
time to the day of his death, had no competitor. No man was 
better known or more popular for about thirty years in Halifax 
than David Shaw Clarke. He was succeeded in his office by his 
son James Stewart Clarke. 

Drunken people were frequently to be seen in the streets in those 
days, yet the i>eacc of the town was tolerably well preser^•'e<l by the 
three or four i>olicc constables. Old Jock Henderson was very 
eoi-pulent, but liis great knowleilge of his profession rendered him 
an exceedingly U8efnl officer. Jack Maiiar was celebrated as a 
detective, but king alcohol at last put an end to his usefulness. 
The practice of publicly whipping thieves had almost altogether 
gone out of fashion by tliis time, though occasionally i-esorted to at 
the work lionse. Among the town 04ldities was Constable Hawkins. 
Ho was a negro, one of those who were brought from the Chesapeake 
by Admiral Cockbuni. He had been for some years employed at the 
work liouse to do the wliippiug. He was usually dressed in an old 
military green unifonn, epaulets, plumeil cap, with red sasli, and on 
state occasions, a sword. With constable's staff in hand, this 
wortliy might l>e seen in the morning at the opening of the police 
office, escorting prisoners down (looi^ge Street to the office for 
examination, accompanied by a mo!) of lioys. Among the other 
curiosities of tlie town was old Ben Myers, usually known as Major 
Ben. This old fellow, an idiot, was dresseil in a long tailed red 
coat of a fashion then long ol)Si>let«, a cocked hat and long white 
feathers hanging over liis shoulder, and on paiiicular occasions, a 
star on his breast and a sword and sash. He was the messenger of 
the poor house and Bridewell and came down to the mai'ket everj' 
morning with his wheelbarrow in wliich he brought back supplies 
for the establishments. 



^ Govcmora had a voice in all uppointmcnts at this time. 
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The troops mounted gnard every morning on the Grand Parade 
and went through the salute and troop before relieving guard. This 
formed a great attraction to sti-angers and people from the country. 
The band usually played for half an hour before the ceremony of 
inspecting the guards commenced. At sunset and at gun fire, at 
eight o'clock in the evening, the drum and fife proceeded from the 
town clock, in Barrack Sti-eet, to Government House or the 
General's quarters, aud back again to the barracks. This had been 
an ancient custom in the Halifax garrison and was partly kept up 
until about the year 1845. Guard mouuting on the parade at 10 
o'clock in the morning during summer continued until Governor 
Le Marchant left Halifax in 1856. 

One feature of the town which frequently afforded amusement to 
visitors must not be omitted. The negro population of Hammonds 
Plains and Preston, the latter particularly, had been, after the 
peace, supplietl with the American uniform coats taken at Castine 
or somewhere in Maine in the year 1818. The sky blue coats with 
red and sometimes yellow facings, in conjunction with old torn and 
patched trousei's of every description, presented the most grotesque 
appearance. A short time l3efore this a fonsible regiment knoMm as 
the York Rangers, having l)ceu disbanded in the town, their old 
green uniforms, faced red, and the sugar loaf shaped caps, wore 
given to the negroes, who presented the most ridiculous appearance 
on market days. 

M. Geneui kept dancing school at Mason Hill and gave many 
pleasant school balls in the winter season to the great delight of the 
young people. M. Perro, a polite old French naval ofticer, was 
most popular as a teacher of French and was much esteemed in the 
community. M. Chenalette was the most famous confectioner ever 
known in Halifax. In his latter days he kept his establishment in 
SaekAiUe Street, opposite Bedford Row, and was celebrated for his 
French cordials and fancy confectionery. Such was Halifax in 
1821 and thereabouts. 
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CHAPTKU Vlll. 



FOKTIKICATIONH AND llEFKNCKsl OK THE TOWN I't HLIC IlL ILIUM; >, ETC. 



From the year J 740 to 'oi or '5, tlic <lefcncc8 of llic town 
coiiBiated of pulisodctt or pickets placed iiprigbt, with block liou»c8 
Iniilt of logs at convenient diBtanees. This fence extended from 
where the Roman Catholic Cathedral now stands to the beach south 
of Fairbanks' wharf, and on the north along the line of Jacob Street 
to the harlx)r. These palisades were in existence in 1753, but were 
removed at a very early period, not being within the recollection of 
the oldest natives of the town living in the year 182o. 

A large portion of the front of the present Citadel Hill was 
originally private property ; a small redoubt stood near the summit 
with a flag staff and guard house, but no traces of any regular or 
permanent fortification apiicar until the commencement of the 
American Revolution. There were several block houses south of 
the town — at Point Pleasant, Fort Massoy and other places. A Hue 
of blot^k houses was built at a very early period of the settlement, 
extending from the head of the North West Arm to the Basin, as a 
defence against the Indians. The foundation of the centre block 
house was still to be seen in 18d8 in the hollow below Philip Bayers' 
pasture. During Governor Lawrence's time, the Indians made an 
attack uiK>n the saw mills at the heatl of the North West Arm, 
which stood near the site of the present mills, and murdered three 
men ; their bodies were buried by the soldiers near one of the block 
houses, and wei*e three times dug up by the Indians in defiance of the 
guard, for the purpose of securing the scalps. These block houses 
were built of square timber, with loop-holes for musketry, — they 
were of great thickness, and had parapets around the top and a 
platform at the base, with a well for the use of the guard. 
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Id 1755, four bultcrics were crecteil along the beach — Ibe ccutre 
one, called tbe middle or Govcrnor'tt Hattcry, ntood where the 
Queen'8 Wharf now in, Ijeiug then directly in front of Government 
House ; another where the Ordnance Yard was afterwardn built, 
called the Five or Nine-gun Battery ; the third wa« situateil north of 
the present Fairbanks' whai'f ; and the fourth calle<l the South or 
Grand Battery, still in existence at the Lumber Yard. They wei-e 
composed of stone and gravel, supported by cross logs, covered 
with eaith and planted with grass, having battlements in front and 
the two ends, elevated about twenty or twenty-five feet above the 
water. These fortifications were removed about the year 1783, and 
the gi'ounds appropriated to their present purposes. The Ordnance 
Yard, then a swamp around the battery, and the King's AVharf, 
were both filled up and levelleil by stone and rubbish removed from 
the five-acre lots of the peninsula which were iM^ginuing to be 
cleared about this time. 

Thei-e were block houses along the beach, near the Dock Vaixl 
wall, built by Col. Spry about 1775. The drawings of the town, 
published about the year 1774 or 'G, show a strong fortification on 
George's Island.* It was not until the commencement of the 
revolutionary war that regular works appear to have been con- 
structed for the defence of the town and harbor. About the year 
1778, the Citadel Hill appears to have been, for the first time, 
regularly fortified; the summit was then about eighty feet higher 
than at present; the works consisted of an octangular tower of 
wood of the block-house kind, having a parapet and small tower on 
top with port holes for cannon — the whole encompassed by a ditch 
and ramparts of eaith and wood, with pickets placed close together, 
slanting outwards. Below this there were several outworks of the 
same description extending down the sides of the hill a considerable 
distance. 

Fort Massey, George's Island and the East Battery exhibit the 
same kind of fortifications in the pictnres of the town made about 
1780. At tbe latter place there was a barrack, afterwards rebuilt 
by the Duke of Kent about 1800. 

* We have seen that Gorernor CornwalUa, at the very oommenoemeiit of the 
settlement, selected QeoTKe'i Island as the most eliffiblo position for fortlflcatioo. 
Priaonero were sent here ai a very early period. 
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Diirtug tlie Amerieau Kcvolutiouary War, Colonel Spry, tbc chief 
ungiiiecr, erected a battery and Hcveral small block houses near the 
old Dutch Churcii in Brunswick Street. Several tields on the north 
and east sides of the Citadel were then taken by governnient and 
equivalents given to the owners. There was another block house 
at the extremity of Brunswick Street, in the Held adjoining the 
inescnt Admiralty grounds ; the fii-st were demolished about 1783, 
and part of the land granted by the Crown as a parsonage lot for 
the minister of the Germans, but the latter remained many years 
after till it fell into decay. 

The Lumber Yard, Ordnance Yartl and King's Wharf were all 
commenced about the same time, (1784 or '5) but the present 
buildings were put up at a much lat^r date. The north barracks 
were built soon after the settlement. The buildings known as the 
soutli barracks were erected under the directions of the Duke of 
Kent, as also the north barracks, destroyed by fire some years ago. 

During the revolutionary war the main guard house stood on the 
spot now occupied by the Mason Hall. It was used as a military 
lK>8t at a very early period, as the French prisoners from Annapolis, 
etc., were lodged there. The guard house was removed over ninety 
years ago, and the present building afterwards erected. 

A building called the Military Ofl91ce stood at the south corner of 
the market wharf, near where the main guard house now is. It 
was used as a militaiy office until 1790, or perhaps later. At this 
time a guard was kept at the Prince's old playhouse, where the 
Acadian School now stands. 

The house lately owned by Capt. Maynaixi, where tlie Trinity 
Chapel now stands, in Jacob Street, was a barrack as early as 
176t). It was the site of one of the old block-house forts erected at 
the first settlement. It continued to bear the name of the Grenadier 
Fort until removed to make room for the present brick edifice 
known as Trinity Church. 

The old woooden fortifications were removed from Citadel Hill 
about the time Prince Edward was Commander-in-Chief. 

The hill had been cut down and ramparts of earth constructed 
mounting five or six guns at each angle, with a deep ditch. Thei'e 
were- aIs& ec^vered -ways and passages leading into the fort; willow 
ti*ees were planted round the ramparts, and the whole was suiToonded 
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by a picket fence. The remaius of this work were removeil at the 
commencemeut of the present fortlAcations. Much of the old work 
was performed by the militia drafts from the country, embodied at 
Halifax at the close of the last century, particularly in 1793, during 
Sir John Weutworth's administration, and at subsequent periods. 
The Maroon negroes from Jamaica were for a short time engaged 
on these works. 

The towers on George's Island,* I'oint Pleasant, the Kast Battery, 
Meager's Beach and York Redoubt were built at the commencement 
of the present century. The Prince established signal stations 
lietween Halifax and Annaiiolis, the fii*st post being on the hill 
behind his residence on Bedford Basin. He levelled the ground 
called the Grand Parade, and it is said, built the walls at the 
north-east and south-west angles. The Chain Battery at Point 
Pleasant was lirst constnicted, it is said, by Lord Colville, in or 
about 17<$1. The present ring bolts were put down the war of 
1812-15. The old block house at Fort Needham and that on 
the hill above Philip Bayers' farm on the road leading to the Basin, 
called the Blue Bell Road, were built during the American Revo- 
lution, and re-constructed during the Prince's time. They were 
there in 1820, but soon after fell into decay, being comiK>8ed of 
square timber only. All the other block houses had disappeared 
many years previous to that date. The building used as an army 
hospital, which stood on the north slope of Citadel Hill, in rear of 
the north barracks, since destroyed by fire, was erected as the town 
residence of Edward, Duke of Kent, when commander of the forces. 
The low range of buildings since used as ban*ack stores and as a 
military library, were his stables and offices. His residence was a 
very el^ant building with a portico supported by Connthian pillars 
in fi'ont, all which remained for many years after it became an 
hospital. About the same time he built his villa on the Basin, the 
rains of which were to be seen a few years ago. The Rotunda, or 
band room, still remains. The lands whera the buildings stood 
were the property of Sir John Wentwordi, the Governor, to whom 
he left it on his removal from the garrison. The old Rockingham 
Inn was his guard house, since burned down. 

* lAteljr nmovod. 
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In the year 1765 there were two hospitals in the north subarbs, 
near the beach at the foot of Comwallis Street, called the Red and 
Green Hospitals. They were there in 1785. One stood on the site 
of the present North Country or Keatinf^s Market, the other on 
property now owned by the heira of late H. H. Cogswell. 

Until the year 1780 the streets of the town were in a very roagh 
condition, and some of them least frequented were impassable for 
carriages, from stumps of trees and rocks. As early as 1761, there 
was a good road to Point Pleasant; — it was a continuation of 
Water Street, and said to have passed through ov near the present 
Lumber Yard grounds, following the shore of the harbor. 

In 1764 the people of the north suburbs applied to the Governor 
uud Council to call their settlement Gottingen. The name soon fell 
into disuse ; tlie main street obtained the name of Brunswick Street, 
the rear street only retaining that of Gottingen. 

The first Government House was erected soon after the town was 
laid out ; the frame and materials were brought from Boston, and 
the apartments prepared for tlie reception of the Governor early in 
Octol)er. He held a council there on the 14:th of that month. It 
was a small low building of one story, surrounded by hogsheads of 
gravel and sand, on which small pieces of ordnance were mounted 
for its defence. It stood in the centre of the square now occupied 
by the Province Building. About the y»».ar 1757 or *8, this little 
cottage was romovetl to give place to a more spacious and con- 
venient i-esidence. It was sold and drawn down to the comer of 
George Street and Bedford Row, opposite the south-west angle of 
the City Court House, and again, about 1775, removed to the beach 
and placed at the corner of the street leading to the steam boat 
landing, where it remained until 1832, when the present building, 
occupied lately by Thomas Laidlaw, was erected on the site. The 
new Government House was built during the time of Gx)vemor 
Lawrence. Lord William Campl>ell built a ball room at one end, 
and several other Improvements were made to the building by 
subsequent governors. It was surrounded by a terrace neatly 
sodded and ornamented. The building was of wood, two stories 
high. The office of Capt. Bulkeley, the Secretary, stood at the 
north-east angle of the square inside the rails. Prince Edward 
resided in this house with Governor Wentworth in 1798. This old 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 Nova Scotia HiMoruial Sociely. 

house was pnlled down about the commencement of the present 
century and the materials sold to Mr. John Trider, Sr., who used 
them in the construction of the building on the road leading to the 
tower at the head of Inglis Street, formerly owned by Colonel 
Bazelgette, and afterwards the residence of the late Mr. George 
Whidden. 

St. Paul's Church is now, perhaps, the oldest building remaining 
in Halifax. It was erected at the exi)ense of government in the 
year 1749, and was esteemed one of the l>e8t constnictwi wooden 
buildings in America. The oak frame .and niatorials wore brought 
from Boston, and the building was i-cady for divine service by the 
autumn of 1750. It received an addition to the north cud with a 
new steeple somewhat similiar to the old one in the year 1812. 
The first sermon was preachetl in this building by the Rev. Mr. 
Tutty* on 2nd Septcmlier, 1750. It reniaincfl in nearly all respects 
as at its first erection until eei*tain late alterations have ohange<l its 
appearance, particularly an addition to the south end from which 
the fine old altar window, with itK;l>orie pillars and small panes has 
been removed to make way for a large Gothic window full of 
painted glass, altogether incompatible with the architecture of the 
Iniikling itself. The oKl i*aeute!ieons in the galleries have Imjcu 
permitted to remain. The walls l>olow arc eovercil with monuments 
and tiiblets reconling the deaths of governors, military commanders, 
who fell during the old American and French wars, nnd not a few 
of our leading citizens. The most conspicuous are those of 
Governors Sir John Wentworth, Wilmot, Lawrence, and Sir 
John Harvey, Capt. Evans of the ship Charleston, who was killed 
ofl the coast of Ca|H» Breton in defence of a convoy against a 
superior French force, Lord Charles Montague, late (iovenior of 
Georgia, who died of fatigue after a journey in winter from Quebec 
to Halifax by land, the Right Rev, Charles Inglis, first Bishop of 
Nova Scotia, and his son Dr. John Inglis, thinl Bishop of the 
Diocese, Baron De Seitz, who commanded the Hessian troops in 
the old war, General McLean, the Hon. Richard Bulkeley, Attorney 
General Uniacke, with a number of others of lesser note. The first 
organ was purchased, partly by private sul)scription, during the 

* Mr. Tatty usuaUv oiAciated on the parade in Uio open air until the church was 
KofBciently aoraBced to enable him to hold Mr^ice in it. 
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incanibency of Dr. Breynton, abcNit 1765. It was replaced by a 
new one about 1829, bat the old case of Spanish walnut was 
preserved.* 

The old German church of St. Greorge, in -Brunswick Street, 
bears the date 17G0 on its spire. It was originally erected by 
private subscription among the German settlers of the north suburbs 
in or about the year 1752 or '3. After the removal of the Germans 
to Lunenbui^ there were but fifteen families of Germans remaining 
in the north suburbs. This small congregation, not knowing any 
English, erected the building on the German burial ground as a 
school house and chapel. The present steeple was erected in 1760, 
and the following year the building was dedicated as a church by 
Dr. Breynton of St. PauPs, after which the congregation followed 
the forms of the Church of England. Dr. Breynton on that 
occanion preached in German and in French, after which he 
addrcssotl the congregation in English. In 1783 Rev. Bernanl 
Uouzeal, a Lutheran minister, came to Halifax among the Loyalists 
from New York and, having been ordained a minister of the Church 
of England by the Bishop of London, became the minister of St. 
George's, receiving a stipend from the Society for the Propagation 
of the (ioppel in Foreign parts. He dieil alK>ut the close of the last 
wntury, u few years after the present round church, known as St. 
George's, was erected, and Mr. Gray was appointeil to the charge, 
after which service in the old cliurch was discontinued. It was then 
appropriated as a school house. Al>out the year 1833 or '4 it 
underwent a thorough repair which was superintended by several 
|>ersons in the parish who were descendants of the original German 
settlers. 

Old St. Mattliew's was coeval with the first settlement of Halifax. 
Governor Cornwallis assigned a lot at the south-west corner of 
Prince and Hollis Streets for a dissenting meeting house in 1749. 
It was built soon after at the expense of government, and was 
called Mather's Church in compliment to the memory of Dr. Cotton 
Mather, the celebrated New England Congregationalist divine, by 
the dissenters then in the town, who were principally from New 
England and of that denomination. The Rev. Aaron Cleveland, 
from New England, was the first minister who officiated in this 

* This organ has been lately removed to Trinity Chapel, in Jacob Street, 
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building. The Presbyterians from Scotland and the North of 
Ireland, having become numerous in the town, soon amalgamated 
with the American dissenters, and gi'odually obtained exclusire 
possession of the building, after which it received the appellation of 
St. Matthew's Church. The late Rev. Mr. Russell, father of the late 
George N. Russell, of Halifax, officiated there for some time after 
it became Presbyterian. Dr. Archibald Gray was the officiating 
minister there for about twenty years ; he was succeeded by Rev. 
Ebenezer Renny, Rev. Mr. Knox, and finally by Rev. John Scott, 
tlie last minister who preached in the old building which was burned 
in the great fire which destroyed a considerable portion of Hollis 
Street, on New Year's day, 1859. The lot of land on which it 
stood was, some years after, sold to Doull & Miller, who erecteeil 
there a large stone warehouse, which is one of the neatest and 
most Hul)stantial buildings in the city. 

The first market house occupied the site of the brick building 
lately used for the City Courts and offices. It was built soon 
after the settlement. A balcony ran along the lower aide which 
was U8ed by merchants, etc., as a public promenade. About the 
commencement of the present century the remains of this old 
building were removed to make way for the brick edifice. The 
upper portion of the new building was let as a public coffee house ; 
the large room now used as a City Council Chamber was appro- 
priateil for public meetings, festivals, etc., and the south end, 
above the police office, was occupied for many years as the 
Exchange or Merchants' Reading Room. 

The first court house in Halifax, as Insfore mentioned, stood at 
the corner of Buckingham and Argylc Streets, where Northup's 
store and country market stood later. Chief Justice Belcher held his 
court there in 1755, and the first Representative Assembly held 
tlieir session there in 1758. It was destroyed by fire about the 
year 1783. Chief Justice Belcher resided in the old house in 
Argyle Street to the north of the old Methodist meeting house, 
formerly owned by the Rev. William Black, Methodist minister. 
This building, at the time of its removal, was one of the very few 
old buildings then remaining in the town. It was taken down 
some years ago and a range of shops and a market house now 
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occupy its site. The old Zoar chapel, the cradle of Methoilism 
in Halifax, has bceu lately turned into shops. 

The stone house at the comer of Prince and Argyle Streets, 
opiK>site the south-west angle of St. Paul's Churcli, was originally 
built by the Hon. Richard Bulkeley, the first Provincial Secretary, 
and was his residence for many yeai*s. It was purchased by the 
Hon. H. H. Cogswell about 1818, and since his death has under- 
gone extensive alterations to render it suitable for a public hotel. 
It is now known as the Carlton House. There is an old house still 

standing on the western side of Grafton Street, in Letter , 

Forman's Division, which was the residence of William Nesbitt, the 
Attorney General of Nova Scotia and Speaker of the Assembly, in 
17G0. After the death of Mr. Nesbitt, towards the end of the last 
century, it fell to his daughter, Mrs. Swann. This old lady dieil 
there nearly 80 yeai-s ago and the property was afterwards sold. 
The street was cut down about 50 years since and a story or breast 
work was erected on the street under this little old cottage which 
may yet be seen projecting from the main building, presenting the 
appearance of a balcony. The residence of Richard Gibbons, 
formerly Attorney General, stood at the corner of Buckingham and 
Grafton Streets, formerly known as (reorge Isles' corner; it was 
lately taken down and replaced by a range of brick buildings now 
owned by Mr. Maloney. This was also one of the remnants of the 
first settlement of the town. The building at the comer of 
Barringtou and Sackville Streets, formerly occupied as the Halifax 
Grammar School, is also a very old building. The House of 
Assembly held its sittings there in 1765, |>erhaps earlier. After 
the court house was burned down the Supreme Court met there for 
several years. It was also used at one time for a guard house. It 
was devoted to the pui-pose of a school on the establishment of the 
Halifax Grammar School in 1785. 

Houses of entertainment were numerous and well kept at an early 
period. The Great Poutack was a large three-story building, 
erected by the Hon. John Butler, uncle to the late John Butler 
Dight, previous to 1757, at the comer of Duke and Water Streets, 
afterwards known as Michael Bennett's comer, now Cunningham's 
comer. It was the principal hotel in 1764. In 1769 it was kept 
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hy Jubii Willitj. The town aHbeuibties aud oihav public i'lilcrliiiii- 
Jiicnls were held at the Ponlack in 1758.* 

The Ciowu CulTee House, rie(|iU!uted In eountiv people, ivas 
kepi by "NVilliam Kiuy in 17<]1) on the l>each near the Doikyard. 
»]eni8aleni Coffee ilonse <Krupied Ihe northern exlremily of the 
block near the Uribianee Yard, opposite Collin^s' wharr, Inrtween 
HoUis Street and Collintt' stone stores. It was built by Ihe lion. 
Thomas Saul as a private residence a)x>ul 17r»o an<l afterwards 
occupied by the Hon. Alexander lUymer; some of the rooms were 
highly linishcil and ornamented with carved work, and the whole 
establishment was on a scale licyond any other private residence in 
the place. It was let out for a coffee house al>out 1781), or perhaps 
earlier. This old building was destroyed by fh*e in 18.*>7. The 
present stone stork known as the Jerusalem AVarehouse occupies 
the site of the old mansion. 

Riblic (Jardens were nmch in fashion between 17ij;) and '80. 
Adlam's garden was an extensive enclosure south of the Citadel, 
near the present Artillery Park and south barracks, it was opened 
to the public, contained a pavilion and a great variety of fruit trees 
and shrubs. The Artillery Park was then kept on the IJrand 
Parade ; the Artillery Harracks stood in a line with the late engine 
house ; the Parade was not levelled at that time : a foot path from 
George Street passed through the centre, and the descent at the 
north-east corner was very abrupt.! Spring (rarden was another 
place of public resort in I7r»8. At this time there was a Provincial 
Gardener, who received an allowance of l'.*>2 lOs. per annum. | 
About 17G4, Mr. Joseph Gerrish, of His Majesty's Dockyard, laid 
out an extensive garden in the north suburbs and imported fruit 



^ Among the nuniial fcMtivalH of tlio old time>4. now loMt 8it(ht of. w»v« tlio cclobnif fon 
of St Aspinquid'H Day, known as the Indian Saint. St. Axpinquid Hppearud in tlio 
Novii Scotia ahnanacKri from 1774 to 1786. The fcstivnl wuh cclebratod on or inimo- 
diatclv after tlio last quarter of tlic moon in tlio month of May. The tide bein^ low at 
ttiat time, many of the principal inhabitants of the town» on thc8c occattionn. aAM^mbied 
on the Hhoro of tho North West Ann and partoolc of a dish of ctani soup, IhcclHnis 
boin{< collected on the npot at low water. There in a tradition tliat during the 
American troubles when a^cntM of the revolted colonio: were active to frain over tho 
good people of Halifax, in the year 1T8U. were celcbniUni^ St. Aspintiuid, tho wine 
havin(jf been circulated freely, the Union Jack was suddenly hauled down and 
roulacod by tho StarH and Stripes. Thin wan Koon rever»c<{, but all those persons who 
held public ofHceH imuiodhttcly left tne KroundH, and St. A&pinquid wtxs never after 
colobmtod at Halifax. 

t Whether there wa8 a pastuige for carriages armns tlie Parade does not appear ; 
probably not, as it was used for a public parade grround in 1749 

I Probably employed at tho Governor h KardcoH. 
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trees at great c^iicuse. This was a private eiielosnre, extending 
from Loekmaa Street to the beach, south of the Dockyard; his 
dwelling house stood in the centre and faced the harbor. Part of 
the old wall, a year or two since, was U> l>e seen in lA>ekman Street. 
The old Governor's gardens, west of the English bui7ing ground, 
were well kept up foi alx>ut 80 years. There was a large summer 
house in the centre. 

Mr. (Jrant, the victualling agent, had a hirge fruit garden south 
of (ioverunient House, where St. Matthew's Manse now stands, 
extendi jjg from Hollis to Pleasant Streets. It was surrounded 
by a stone wall. Ornamental trees were, at an early period, 
very numerous in the suburbs, particularly in the south, and 
tended much to the beauty and comfort of the town. The poplar 
trees which stowl in front of the residence of the late James Kerby 
and others, in Brunswick Street, and the willows on the eastern 
side of tlie street, near the round church, are within the recollection 
of many of the old inhabitants. The fine old willow trees which 
occupied lK)tli sides of Argyle Street near the residence of the late 
Attorney (leueral I'liiacke, those at the south end of Ilollis Street, 
near the Lumber Yard, and those around St. Paul's Church, are 
also still within the i"i»col lection of many. These trees were all cut 
down by the Commissioners of Streets in 182t) and 1830, because 
they grew on the side paths and were therefore deemed an encroach- 
ment on the public highway. Halifax was thus denuded of its 
shady walks by the gentlemen of taste who constituted the Com- 
missioners of Streets at that period. AVithin the last few years 
several attempts have l>een made to re-produce trees on the side- 
walks, but with partial success, there being no protection afforded 
to them by the city authorities. 

lk»fore the year 17G0, the houses wei'e generally built of square 
and roimd timber, some with small pickets placed upright between 
the stubs of the frame, and the whole covered over with clap 
lK>ards ; they were usually of one story with a hipped roof, the 
shops and half ilooi*s with no glass, swinging signs, and wooden 
shutters oi>ening downwards, on which goods were ex|)oseil for 
sale. Several of these old houses were in existence in 1850, 
windows and doors being altered. 
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In 1768 and 77, there were lamp i>ofit8 at all the prineipal 
corners, the town being then lighted at the public expense. 

The Dutch in the north suburbs usually built with the ends of 
their houses to the street ; those of the better sort had oraamental 
windows and heavy cornices with weathercocks. One or two of 
these old houses were to Ixi seen in Brunswick Street a1x>ut thirty- 
live years ago. Among the old houses which have now disappeared 
was one which stood in the Held opposite the tower whai-f, near 
Point Pleasant ; it was built al>out 1770, and occupied by General 
Fanning about 1783. 

A year or two after the settlement Mr. Gerrish built several 
small stone houses near the tower ; the clearance east of the pine 
woods is still to be seen ; they were occupied for a short time by the 
settlers from the north of Ireland who went to Cobequid. 

A large wooden building stood in the centre of the enclosure now 
occupied by Government House, built before the American Revo- 
lution, and used as a residence for field officers and other military 
purposes. The public hospital stood on part of the land now 
occupied by Government House to the north of the present house ; 
it was afterwards sold ; probably the spot on which St. Matthew's 
church now stands. 

The first jail stood whei*e the late Mr. Robert Brown's house in 
Hollis Street stood, opposite the Halifax ^otel ; the jail was kept 
there till 1787, or thereabouts. In 1777, the Provost Marshal was 
suspended from his office in consequence of the repeated escape of 
prisoners from this building. 

In 1752, government purchased a small stone house built by Col. 
Horseman for a prison, probably a military one; this was near 
where St. Mary's Cathedral now stands. 

One remnant of the first settlement, now forgotten, was an old 
hardwood tiee which stood on the beach, just above high water 
mark, at the comer of the Market Slip; this ti-ee was used as a 
public gallows from 1749, and was there within the recollection of 
one or two aged persons living in 1825 ; it was cut down about 
1763, but the stump remained until 1784 or '5. 

The progress of crime betwxcn 1749 and '54, was perhaps less 
rapid than might have been expected among a population of 5,000 
or 6,000, composed of such materials. During the first five years 
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there were fifty eriminal trials on record, many convictions for 
grand larceny, which was then the subject of capital punishment. 
After the appointment of Chief Justice Belcher, convictions were 
less frequent ; most of the executions, as in the time of the general 
court, were for stealing or receiving stolen gofikis. 

The Dockyard was firat established at Halirax in 1758. It was 
extended and improved in 1769. The date Oliver the gate is 1770. 
The walls have since undergone several renewals. 

The Town Clock was eroctcil early in the present century jointly 
by the garrison and tiie town. 'Hie mereliauts of Halifax raised a 
subscription towards the object. It was placed at the head of 
George Street for the convenience of the inhabitants. It was 
managed by the garrison. The late James Dechman, senior, was 
keeper, and resided in the clock for many years ; he died about 1829 
or 1830. 

According to the plan of the town made by Col. Desban*es in 
1779 or '80, and published in his nautical charts in 1781, there was 
a nine-gun battery about where the Ordnance wharf now is, and the 
five-gun l>attei'y a little to the north, but on an angle with the 
other. Gen ish's wharf, since known as Marchingtou's wharf, was 
immediately north of the five-gun battery, and Joshua Mauger's 
wharf at the foot of Jacob Street. Proctor's wharf appears to have 
been situated near where Cunard's old wharf now is. The old 
market wharf, known as Fredericks' wharf, and afterwards as 
Beamish's wharf, was as at present. Fillis' wharf appears to 
have been that now known as Mitchell's, south of the Queen's 
Wharf. Terrance Fitzpatrick's wharf was situated about the spot 
now occupied by Esson & Ik>ak's wharf. Crawley's was to the 
south of the latter, and Collier's* about where Floor's wharf now is. 

There was a battery at the Commissioners' point at the south end 
of the Dockyard, and the storekeeper's wharf ran out to the south 
of tlie Commissioners' point somewhere, apparently, in the vacant 
space between the Dockyard and West's property. Joshua Manger's 
Distillery was situated between the Dockyard and the present 
hospital gi'ounds. Guns were mounted on the careening wharf. 
Three batteries with ditches and enclosures were formed by Col. 
Spry, Chief Engineer, on the lower side of BiTinswick Street ; one 
on the coiner of Brunswick and Noith Streets, one on the south 
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comer of Dockyard Lane, and tlie other down Crcrrish Street below 
the Dutch burial ground. It was generally undcrstooil that these 
works were on the opposite or western side of lirunswick Street, 
but Desbarres' plan places them on the east side. The works on 
Citadel Hill appear to consist of a small enclosure, but no regidar 
fortifications appear. 

KARLV PUINTINT. IX HALIFAX. 

In 1751 printing was fii-st intro<luccd into Nova Scotia. The 
first press was establisheil at Halifax, and tliero was not a sooond in 
the province until 17(»0. liailholomew (rreon, Jr., wns the »rrand- 
son of Sanniel Green, of Cambridge, Massaohnsotts, an<l was of 
the firm of Green, Bushcll & Allen, of Hoston. lie remove<l to 
Halifax with a press and type in August, I7'»l. He diod alw^ut six 
weeks after his arnval, 52 years of age. 

John Bushell, who had l>een the partner of (Iroen in lioston, 
inHnc<liatcly succeede<l him in Halifax. Ho printed for the govern- 
ment, and in March, 1752,* publishe<l the (Irst newspaper printed 
in Nova Scotia. The work for government w:is inconsideral)le, but 
was the chief Hup[X>rt of Bnsheil. He was a good workman but 
had not the art of acquiring property, nor did he make tiie most 
economical use of the little which fell into liis hands. Hushell 
died in Febniary, 17G1. The proclamation published by Go vera or 
Lawrence in 1758 for the settlement of the French lands on the 
Basin of Minas was printed by John Bushcll. Anthony Henry 
succee<led Bushcll as a printer at Halifax. He was a German, and 
had lived some time with a printer, l>ut had left his master and 
])ecamc a fifer in one of the provincial regiments. AVith this 
regiment he came to Nova Scotia, but some time after obtained his 
discharge. There was then no printer in the province, and his 
pretentions to skill in this art greatly facilitated his release from 
the army. There appears, however, to have l)een a printing otBce 
at Halifax in March, 1756, conducted by one Isaac Ourry. Henry 
began business with the press and type which had been used by 
Bushell. He published the Gazette. The government, through 
necessity, gave him some work which was badly executed. This 
paper was edited for some time by the Hon. Richard Bulkeley, 
Secretary of the Province. 

' Soe Thomas' Uutory of Printing In America. 
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In 176G a printer with a new and good apparatus came from 
I^ndon and opened another printing house. He published a news- 
paper and was employed by government. Henry, who had been 
inattentive to his affairs, did not despond at the prospects of a. rival, 
but, much to his credit, exerted himself and did l)etter than before. 
After a few yeai-s' trial, his rival, not finding the business so 
profitable, nor place agreeable, sold out his paper, and Henry 
was again the only printer in the province. He procured new type 
and a workman better skilled tlian himnelf. His printing from this 
time was cxecute<l in a m»>re workmanlike manner. He remained 
without another rival until the Ib'itish army evacuated Boston, in 
March, 1770, when the printers in that town who adhered to the 
Royal cause were obliged to leave that place, and they, with other 
refugees, came to Halifax. Henry continued printing initil his 
death. He possessed a fund of goo<l nature, and was of a very 
cheerful disposition. He died Deceml)er, 1800, aged GO years. 

Rolvert Fletcher arrived at Halifax from London in 1760, with 
new printing materials and a valuable collection of lx)ok8 and 
stationery. He opened a book store and printing house near the 
pnrade, published a newspaper and printed for the government. 
Until this time there had been no book store in the province. 
Fletcher executed iils printing with neatness, and raised the repu- 
tation of the art in Nova Scotia. He remained in Halifax until 
1770, then sent his printing materials to Boston for sale and 
went into other business. 

Alexander and James Robertson, who had been printers in New 
York, Norwich and Albany, went to Shelburne, in Nova Scotia, in 
1783, where they printed a newspaper. John Howe began printing 
in Halifax in 177G, and was publisher of the Gazette in 1801. 
Howe commenced the Halifax Journal in 1780. In 1790 his office 
was at the corner of Sackville aiul Harrington Streets. This paper 
was afterwards purchased and carried on by John Munro ; his office 
was where Mr Kenny's new stone building now is, at the comer of 
George and Granville Streets. The weekly Chronicle was set on 
foot by William Minus, a Loyalist settler, in 1786, and was 
continued until 1828. Mr. Minns kept a stationer's shop in 
Harrington Street, below the parade. This paper had the Star and 
Garter at its heading. 
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llewry*a printing office was in Grafton Street, in i-ear of the 
residence of the late Attorney General Richard John Uuiacke, 
where his descendants resided for many years. There was another 
printing office in the same street, further north, which is represented 
in the engraving of the town in 1776 with a steeple surmounted by 
a hand holding a pen. 

After the [>oace of 1784, printing found it» way into the Province 
of New Brunswick. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The following short sketch of some of the persons who took a 
lead in establishing the Colony, has been compiled chiefly from 
public records : 

The Honorable Edward Cornwallis, the first Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief, was a younger son of Charles, third Baron 
Cornwallis by Lady Charlotte Butler, daughter of Richard, Earl of 
Arran and uncle to the celebrated Duke of Ormonde. Ho was bom 
in 1713, was member of Parliament for the borough of Eye in 1749, 
and was elected member for the city of Westminster in 1753, shortly 
after he i-etumed fi'om Halifax. He married the same year, a 
daughter of the late Lord Townshend, but left no children. He was 
afterwards raised to the rank of Major General and appointed 
GoveiTior of Gibraltar. General Cornwallis was twin brother of 
Dr. Frederick Cornwallis, Archbishop of Canterbuiy. 

The gentlemen who composed the first Council were Paul Mas- 
carene, Edward How, John Gorham, Benjamin Green, John 
iSalisbury and Hugh Davidson. 

Col. Mascarenc was a native of Castras in the south of France, 
was bom in the year 1684. His parents were Huguenots and were 
compelled to fly from their native country on the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes when all Protestants were driven from France. He 
made his way to Geneva at the age of 12, were he received his 
education. He afterwards went to England, where he received a 
commission in the British army in 1708. He was appointed Captain 
in 1710 and ordered to America, where he joined the r^ment raised 
in New England for the taking of Port Royal. He was at the 
capture of Annapolis Royal that year, and was for some time com- 
mander of the garrison as senior major of the regiment. On the 
death of Colonel Armstrong he became Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
regiment under General Phillips, and was third on the list of coun- 
cillors in 1720 , when the first Council was organised in Nova 
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Scotia. In 1740 be wad appoiuted Lieut. -Governor of the fort, and 
administrated the government of the Province until the aiTival of 
Cornwallis in 1741). He remained in command at Anua[)oli8 after 
the settlement at Halifax, and was subsequently engaged as agent 
of the British Government in arranging treaties with the Indians of 
New England and Acadia in 1751. He retired from active duties 
and died a Major General in the British army at Boston, on 20th 
January 1760. He left a son and daughter. Ilis son was said to 
be living in New England in IS^Jo, at a very advanced age. Tlie late 
Judge Foster Hutchinson, of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia and 
the late Deputy Commissary General William Ilandlield Snelling, 
were his grandsons. His great-grandson, Mr. W. Snelling Stirling, 
has his portrait, painted by Smybert of Boston about 1725. 

Benjamin Green was a native of the province of Massachusetts, 
born in 1713, youngest son of the Rev. Joseph Green, minister of 
Salem, Mass., and graduate of HaiTard College. He was brought 
up as a merchant under his elder brother Joseph in Boston. In 
1737 he married a daughter of the Honorable Joseph Pierce of Ports- 
mouth. He accompanied General Pepperal to Louisburg in 1745, 
as Secretary to the expedition. After the capture of that place by 
the Provincial army, he remained there as Governuieiit Secretary and 
manager of the finances unt'd Cape Breton was restored to the 
French, when he removed with his family to Halifax, and was 
appoiuted to the Council by (governor Cornwallis in July 1741). 
After the removal of Mr. Davidson he acted as Secretary of the 
province. He held several other important public ollices, among 
which were those of Treasurer and Judge of the Court of Vice- 
Admiralty. On the death of Governor Wilmot in 1 7GG, Mr. Green 
being then senior councillor, was appointed Administrator of the 
Government. He died at Halifax in 1772, in the 5i)th year of 
his age. His eldest son Benjamin succeeded him as Treasurer of 
the province. Benjauun Green, Junior, was father of Lieutenant 
William Green of the Navy, and Joseph Green and Henry Green of 
Lawrence town, the latter left descendants at Lawrencetown. The 
second son of Governor Green was many years sheriff of Halifax, 
and having man-led a Boston lady, afterwaids removed to that 
place. His daughter was inanied to Mr. Stephen H. Binney, son 
of Jonathan Binney of Halifax, whose descendants are numerous. 
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Jolin Salisbury was brother to Dr. Thouius Salisbury, the euiineut 
civil lawyer in Jx)udoii. Ix)ril Halifax was his friend and patron, 
and sent him out witli Governor Cornwallis as one of his suite. He 
does not a|>[)ear to have taken any active part in the settlement. 
He married a Miss Cotton, who brought him a fortune of £10,000, 
which he spent in extravagance and dissipation. He retunied to 
Kngland in 1 753, and dietl at OiHey, the country seat of his relative 
Sir Thomas Salisbury in 1762. His only daughter was the cele- 
brated Mrs. Thrale, the friend of Dr. Johnson, afterwards married 
to a Mr. Piozzi. 

Hugh Davidson also came out with Governor Cornwallis. He 
was the first Provincial Secretary; he returned to England in 1750 
under charges of trading iu the supplies and stores for the settlers. 
Governor Cornwallis in his letters to the Board of Trade, thought 
him innocent of the main charges made against him. 

Cai)tain Kdward How was a member of His Majesty's Council at 
Annapolis in 1744. He was with Col. Noble at the affair at Minas 
and Grand Pre in 1 747, where he was severely wounded and taken 
prisoner by the French under DeCorne. He came down from Anna- 
polis with Governor M:\scarene in June 1749, and was sworn in a 
member of Cornwallis' first Council. He was well acquainted with 
the language of tlie Indians and their manners, and was sent on a 
negotiation to the French and Indians at Beaubasin in 1751, where 
he was treacherously murdered by the enemy, though acting under a 
flag of truce, having been shot through the back from the bush. 
The French ofliccrs denied having anything to do with this disgrace- 
ful affair, and charged it on Mr. LeLutre, the Indian missionai-y, 
who it >va8 said was jealous of Mr. How's influence with the Mic- 
mats. His widow afterwards i>etitioued the government for 
pecuniary aid, iu consequence of her husband's services, and for 
money advanced by him for public service. The late Richard W. 
How, captain in the 81st regiment, formerly of Halifax, was his 
grandson. 

Colonel John Goreham was a imtivc of Massachusetts ; he was 
with General Pepperal at the siege of Louisburg in 1745, as 
Lieutenant-Colonel of his father's regiment raised in Massachusetts. 
He aftei-wards had command of a company of Rangera at Annai)oli8 
and came down to Chebucto with his rangers to meet Governor 
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Cornwallis in 1749. He took precedence next to Governor 
Mascarene at the council board. He is styled Captain Goreham by 
Mascarene and by Cornwallis in his commissions and correspondence. 
That of Lientenant-Colonel was probably militia rank only. It is 
probable he returned to Boston soon after the settlement was formed 
as his name does not ap|)ear on the Council books after 1752. He 
had a brother, Joseph Goreham, who was also a member of Council 
iu 1766; he afterwards attained the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in 
the British army. He was engaged in the border skirmishes on the 
isthmus from 1754 to about 1758, and was afterwards appointed 
Commandant at Newfoundland. 

Lieutenant-Colonels Horseman, Fillison and Mei-ser, who were 
aftei-wards appointed to the Council, were the officei's iu command 
of the regiments which came from Louisburg. They all retired soon 
after to England. 

Charles Lawrence was a Major iu Warbnrton's Regiment of 
Infantry. He came up ^-ith the army and was engaged during 1749 
and '50 in the French wars at Cobequid. He acted as Brigadier 
General under Amherst at Louisburg ; he was a member of the 
Council and sworn in Governor of the Province on the death of 
Governor Hobson; the first assembly was convened during his 
administration, (2nd October, 1758) ; he died unmairied on 11th 
October, 1759, it is said of an inflammation, caused by overheating 
himself at a ball at Government House ; he was deeply respected by 
the whole community, and the Legislative Assembly caused a monu- 
ment to be erected to his memory in St. Paul's church ^' from a 
grateful sense of the many im[)ortant ser\ices which the Province 
had received from him during a continued course of zealous and 
indefatigable endeavors for the public good, and a wise, upright, and 
disinterested administration." This monument has now disappeared 
from St. Paul's Church. His escutcheon remains in the East 
Galleiy. Lawrence, though an active and zealous governor, by his 
desire to favor the officers of Government with a paitiality for his 
military friends, brought on himself an organized opposition from 
the leading inhabitants of the town, who petitioned the Home 
Govemment for redress of their grievances, which they in a great 
measure attribated to the Governor and his Lieutenant Colonel 
Monckton. His resistance to the desire to call a Legislative 
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AsBembly was among the chief charges against him. His death 
shortly after the petition pat an end to the difHculties. He was 
succeeded by Judge Belcher as Administrator of the Government. 

Charles Morris was a native of England ; he was Captain of 
Pk-ovincials under Greneral Pepperal at the seige of Louisbui^ in 
174.5. He had been engaged by Governor Shirley of Boston in a 
survey of the interior parts of Nova Scotia with a view to British 
colonization, in 1745. He also commanded one of the Provincial 
Companies sent to Minas under Colonel Noble in 1747. He was in 
Halifax in 1749, and in eompau}^ with Mr. Bruce the Military 
Engineer laid out the town and peninsula. He was appointed to the 
Council in 1755. Though Surveyor General of the Province he 
actetl for some time a Judge of the Supreme Court during the time 
of Chief Justice Belcher, which offices were both afterwards filled by 
his eldest son Charles. Captain Morris died in 1781, and was 
succeeded in the office of Surveyor General by his son Charles, 
whose son» the Hon. Charles Morris, also filled the same office and 
was a Member of Council in 1808. He was the father of John 
Spry Morris, Esq., afterwards Surveyor General, who was the fourth 
in succession who had charge of the Surveying Department in Nova 
Scotia. There are numerous descendants of Captain Morris in 
Halifax. 

Jonathan Belcher, the first Chief Justice, was a native of Massa- 
chusetts, son of the Governor of that province, of an eminent 
colonial family ; he was appointed Chief Justice of Nova Scotia in 
1754, when a young man, and administered the government on the 
death of Governor Lawrence ; Chief Justice Belcher arranged and 
revised the laws as they appear on our first Statute 3ook, and 
rendered good assistance to Governor Lawrence in founding the 
settlements at Horton, Cornwallis, Falmouth, &c., in 1758, '9, and 
1760. Judge Belcher died poor; the Legislature voted a provision 
to his only daughter. His son, the Honorable Andrew Belcher, was 
for many years a resident in Halifax and member of Council. 

Captain Wm. Cotterell was the first Pi*ovost Marshal or Sheriff, 
(there being no county divisions at this time). He was succeeded 
in that office in 1750 by Captain Foy, who held that situation many 
years, and received a small pension on his retirement. Mr. Cotterel 
afterwards acted as assistant Provincial Secretary. 
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WilJiam Nisbett came out with CornwalHs in 1740 as one of the 
Governor's clerks. He practised as an attorney and solicitor. He 
was appointed Attorney General on the resignation of Mr. Little, 
which office he held for 25 ^-ears. He was one of tlie first represent- 
atives in the General Assembly of 17r>8, and was elected speaker on 
4th December 1759. He continued in the Chair of the House (with 
the intennission of one session when sick) until 1 7«3, when ho 
retired on a small pension and died the followiuo; year aged 83. In 
1763 he declined a seat in the Counoil. During the period of his 
being Speaker, the House sat for \\ years without Iwing dissolveil. 
The old house in which Mr. Nisbett resiiled situated in Grafton 
Street, Block letter E, Collins' division, mentioned in a fonner 
chapter, still remains, tliough much changed by the cutting down of 
the street numy years ago. He left no male descendants. His 
daughter, Mrs. Swanu, died in the old (J raff on street house about 
60 years ago. 

Arcliibald Hinshelwoo^l was one of Governor Coruwallis' clerks, 
and performed the duties of Dei)uty Secretary with Mr. Cotterell 
and others for many years. Most of the drafts of the letters sent 
to England by the first thi*ee Governors are in his handwriting. He 
was elected a member of Assembly for Lunenburg in 1759 and again 
in 1765. Lord WiUiam Campbell the Governor appointed him to 
the Council in 1773, but he died l)efore taking his seat. His 
property on Argyle Street after occupied by tlic City Water office 
fell to his nephew, (he having no children), who left two sons in the 
navy, lx)th of whom died young. The old property was sold about 
60 years since and purchased by Mr. W. A. Black, who resided 
there many years. 

Otis Little was Captain of one of the New England Independent 
Companies. He was probably a native of England. Being in 
England in 1749, he came out with Govemor Comwallis, who 
appointed him Commissary of Stores, from which office he was 
dismissed on suspicion of having traded in the supplies for the 
settlers. He acted as first Attorney General of the Colony, and 
was probably a lawyer by profession. He was the author of a well- 
vritten pamphlet on the resources of Nova Scotia, written in 1748, 
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with a view to eneoumging British emigration to the province. 
Capt. Little left a daughter, who dietl unmaiTied at Halifax early in 
the present centiii'y. 

John Baptiste Moreau, designated gentleman and schoolmaster 
in the book of the settlers, had l>een originally a Roman Catholic 
priest, and Prior of the Abl)e of St. Matthew at Breste. He joined 
the exi>o<lition under Cornwallis in 1740, and went to Lunenburg 
with the settlers in 1752. He received onlination as a clergyman 
of the Church of England in 1750, and ofHciated to lu's countrymen 
and the Germans in the County of Lunenbui*g, where he died much 
esteemed and regietted in the year 1770. He left a son, Cornwallis 
Moreau, who wns the first male child born in Halifax, and was 
called Coniwallis after the Governor. This old man was living at 
La Have, in Lunenburg County, in the year 1848, being nearly 100 
years of age. He received pecuniary assistance from the Nova 
Scotia Philanthropic Society in that year. 

Doctor John Breynton came up from Louisburg with the army, 
wliere lie had been acting Chaplain to the Forces. He succeeded 
Mr. Tutty at St. Paul's in 1751 or 1752, in conjunction with Rev. 
Thomas Wood. Mr. Breynton was inducted Rector in 1758 or '9, 
under the provisions of the Statutes of the Province, and Mr. Wood 
acted as Curate or Vicar. After Mr. Wood's removal to Annapolis 
in 17C3, Mr. Joshua Wingate Wrecks, from New England, became 
assistant minister at St. PauVs. Dr. Breynton received his degree 
of D. D. in 1770. He died in 17 — , and was succeeded at St. 
Paul's, as rector, by the Rev. Doctor Robert Stanser, afterwards 
Lord Bishop of the Diocese. Dr. Breynton was esteemed an 
eloquent preacher, and was in the habit of addressing the settlers 
in English, French and German. 

John Creighton was an officer in the army. He ser^'ed in the 
Dragoons at the Battle of Fontenoy. Having been discharged at 
the peace of Aix la Chappelle, he was placed on half pay as 
Lieutenant of Warburton's Regiment of Infantry, and came out with 
the expedition in 1749. Mr. Creighton was sent to Maligash with 
Col. Lawrence in 1752 to assist in forming the settlement at 
Lunenburg, where he continued to reside until his death, which 
took place in 1807. He was Colonel of the Militia, Judge of the 
Common Pleas, and for some time a member of His Majesty's 
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Council, to which he was appointed in 1776. Col. Creighton was a 
native of the South of Engl^ind. He left numerous descendants in 
this country. His youngest son, Col. Joseph Creighton, half pay 
of 56th Regiment of foot, died at Halifax about 1851. His grand- 
son, the Hon. John Creighton, of Lunenbui^. was a member of the 
Legislative Council. Mr. James Creighton, the ancestor of the 
family of that name now in Halifax, came out with Col. Crdghton. 
It does not appear there was any relationship between them. Mr. 
James Creighton became one of the most thriving and influential 
settlers in the town, and was the ancestor of one of our most 
numerous and estimable families. Col. Creighton's daughters 
married, one to the late Judge Wilkins and another to Hon. 
Hibbert N. Binney, both of whom have left numerous descendants. 

Perigrin Thomas Hopson, the second Governor at Halifax, was 
Commander-in-Chief at Lonisburg when that place was delivered up 
to the French after the Treaty of Aix la Chappelle. He came up 
with the army and was sworn in a member of Council in August, 
1749. He succeeded to the government on the resignation of 
Governor CornwalliB in August, 1763. He did not remain long at 
Halifax. In 1757 he was gazetted a Major General, and in the 
following year was appointed to the command of the forces destined 
for the West Indies. He died before Guadaloupe a short time 
before the Island was captured. 

John Collier was a Captain in the army and Member of Council in 
1752. He was appointed by Governor Cornwallis one of the 
magistrates of the town, and had command of a section of the 
militia; one of the divisions of the town being named after him. 
He died at Halifax in 1769. It is uncertain whether he left any 
descendants. 

Richard Bulkeley accompanied Governor Cornwallis to Nova 
Scotia as one of his A. D. C. in 1749. He was appointed Secretary 
of the Province in or about 1759, which office he held until 1798 
when, on his retirement, he was succeeded by his son, Michael 
Freke Bulkeley, who died a few years after his appointment, 1796. 
Capt. Bulkeley was called to His Majesty's Council in 1759, and as 
Senior Councillor, he administered the government on the death of 
Governor Parr, in 1791. He held, at various times, the offices of 
Judge of Admiralty, Brigadier General of Militia, and Grand Master 
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of the ^lasons. He died December 7th, 1800, at the ago of 83, 
beloved and respected by all classes throughout the province. He 
was justly esteemed the father of the settlement, being the only 
pei-son of consideration then living who came in 1749. 'He had 
been twice married. His first wife was a daughter of Capi:. Rouse, 
R. N. ; she died in 1775. He had three sons, all of whom died 
before him. His residence was at the comer of Prince and Argylc 
Streets, opposite the south-west oomei* of St. Paul's Church. The 
old Rtonc house built by him still remains ; it was for many years 
the residence of tlie late Hon. H. H. Cogswell, and is now known 
as the Carlton House. Mr. Bulkeley was buried under St. Paul's 
Church. His escutcheon, with the bull's head crest, hangs in the 
west gallery. The Hon. Richai*d Bulkeley was the only person who 
ever held the rank of General of Militia in this country. 

Capt. Horatio Gates was A. D. C. to Governor Cornwallis with 
Capt. Bulkeley. He had been in command of an independent 
company of provincials in New York in the year 1737. After his 
arrival in Halifax he was employed for a short time in the country 
against the Indians and French. In 1762 he was appointed A. D. 
C. to General Monckton, with the rank of Major, and accompanied 
him in the expedition against Martinique. Gates was afterwards 
better known as a General in the American Revolutionary Army. 
Sir Robert Walpole, in a letter dated 1778, says Gates was the son of 
a housekeeper of the Duke of Leeds. Sir Robert was his God-father. 

Jonathan Binney was a native of Hull, a small village near 
Boston. He came to Halifax shortly after the settlement was 
formed, and was engaged in business. He was elected a Member 
of Assembly for the town in 1761, and in 1764 was elevated to the 
Council. In 1768 he was sent to the Island of St. John (now 
Prince Edward Island) as Second Judge of the Local Court, and 
afterwards held the ofQces of Collector of the Revenue at Canso and 
Collector of Imports and Excise at St. John Island. He was 
charged with en-ors in his accounts by Mr. Legge, the Governor of 
the province, under which he went to England in 1 776, where he 
completely refuted the charges made against him. Mr. Binney 
married Hannah, daughter of Mr. Henry Newton, a Member of 
Council, and is the ancestor of the whole Binney family now in 
Nova Scotia. 
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Josoph Fairbanks was from Alassachiisetts. He wan one of tbe 
representatives in the lirst House of Assembly, summoned in 1758. 
Mr. Fairbanks left no cbikli*cn. His nephew, tbe late Rufus Fair- 
banks, became heir to all his property in Halifax, which at the lime 
of his death was very considerable. Mr. Rufus Fairbanks was for 
many years one of the magistrate's of Halifax; he married a 
daughter of Chailes Prescott, sister to the Hon. Charles Prescott, 
of Cornwallis, and was the father of the Hon. John E. Fairbanks, 
of the linn of Fairbanks & McNab; of Hon. Charles R. Fairbanks, 
many ycare a Member of Assembly for Halifax and Judge of 
Admiralty and Master of the Rolls, and of Samuel P. Fairbanks, 
formerly Member for Queens County, with other childreu. 

Benjamin and Joseph Gerrish were both from New England. 
The former was a member of His Majesty's Council, appointed in 
1768, and Agent for Indian Affairs in 1760. The latter was many 
years Naval Storkkceper at Halifax. He was also a Member of 
Council. His appointment to the Board bears date August 16th, 
1659, from which he was suspended in 1762 for non-attendance. 
He died at Halifax in 1774. Mr. Joseph Gerrish built a residence 
in the north suburbs, south of the Dockyard, between Lockman and 
Water Streets, and had a fruit garden, the old stone wall of which 
remained on the east side of Lockman Street until about 1835. 
One of these gentlemen carried on business for some years in 
company with Mr. Gray, who was connected with him by marriage. 
Mr. Gray was father of the late Rev. Dr. Benjamin Gerrish Gray, 
minister of St. George's, and afterwards Rector of Tiinity, St. 
John, New Bi-unswick, who was succeeded by his son, the Rev. Dr. 
William Gray, lately deceased. He was also the ancestor of Mr. 
Charles Gray, British Consul at Virginia. The Hon. John (Jray, 
of St. John, New Brunswick, and Benjamin Gerrish Gray, Esq., 
barrister at law, of Halifax, are their descendants ; one the son of 
Mr. Chlkrles Gray, the other of Dr. William Gray. A Mr. John 
Gray came out with Governor Cornwallis in 1749 as a Deputy 
Secretary ; probably Mr. Gray who was in partnerehip with Gerrish 
was the same person. 

K Major Leonard Lochman, (spelt wrongfully Lockman) was a 
Geimau doctor and practised his profession in early life. He came 
out with the settlers in 1749 and resided in the north suburbs, 
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where he built a residence for himself and had a large garden. 
This old house was lately pulled down. It stood on the upper side 
of Lockman Street and was built with a hipped or gamble roof. He 
received the rank of Major in the army for services [performed to 
the British Government. He died at Halifax, and was buried 
under the little old Dutch Church, in Brunswick Street, where his 
escutcheon and monument with armorial bearings are still to be 
seen. The street between Brunswick Street and the water, which 
was laid out between the German lots, was named Lockman Street 
in compliment to tlie Major, who was for many years a leading man 
in Dutclitown. It is not known whether he left any descendants in 
the province. 

The names of Jonathan Prescott, Malachi Salter, Richard Gibbons, 
Lewis Piers and Otto William Schwartz appear among the principal 
inhabitants of the town in 1750. Mr. Salter was from New 
England, had been extensively engaged in the fishery, and had 
visited Chebucto Harbor in 1744, five yeara before the settlement, 
while on a fishing voyage along the coast. Chebucto was the 
frequent resort of Cape Cod and Marblehead fisheimen previous to 
the settlement. He was a Member of Assembly and Justice of the 
Peace for the town in 1759. The old house at the corner of Salter 
and Hollis Streets, afterwards the residence of the Hon. W. Lawson, 
and later of Mr. Esson, was built by Mr. Salter and was his place 
of residence for many years. During the American revolt, Mr. 
Salter, with several other gentlemen of the town, became suspected 
of treasonable coiTcspondence. He was twice under prosecution, 
but on a full investigation nothing appeared to have been said or 
written by him of snflicient moment to warrant the charges. Mr. 
Salter was the ancestor of the family of that name now remaining 
in Halifax. He died at Halifax, in January, 1781, aged 65. 

Mr. Gibbons was acting Attorney General for several years, and 
a leading practitioner at the Bar of Halifax. His sou, Richard 
Gibbons, died at Sydney, Cape Breton, at an advanced age, where 
his descendants are numerous. The old gamble-roofed house at 
the corner of Buckingham and Grafton Streets, known as Isles' 
comer, lately pulled down, was the residence of Mr. Gibbons. 

John Duport was the English Attorney. He came out with the 
settlers in June, 1749, and in July following was appointed a 
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Justice of tii6 Peace. In 1752 he was made Judge of the Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas. He performed the duties of Secretory of 
Council for many years. He was sent as a Judge to St. John's 
Island in 1770, and was afterwards Chief Justice of the Island. 
Mr. Duport left a daughter married to Mr. P. Skey, of Falmouth, 
and a son who was in the army and was father of Mr. Robert 
Duport, later an officer in the Purvcyoi'^s department of the British 
Army. Judge Duport was nuieh esteemed, and appeai-s to have 
been an active public servant during the first twenty yeans of the 
settlement. 

Joshua Mauger was an English trader, who had been connected 
iiith the government contracts at Louisburg, and appears to have 
resided in Halifax for the purpose of commerce only. In 1751 he 
held the office of Agent Victualler for the navy at Halifax. In 
1754 he had shops established at Pisiquid, (Windsor) Miiias, 
(Horton) and other places, where he sold goods and spirits to the 
French and Indians. He had still houses in Halifax where he made 
rum which he supplied to the troops and the navy. Mr. Mauger 
had some difficulties with Governor Cornwallis regarding illicit 
dealing. He went bock to England about 1761, and was appointed 
Agent of the Province in London, which he resigned in the following 
year, having secured a seat in the British Parliament. He owned 
much property in and about Halifax. The beach at the entrance of 
the harbor, extending westerly from Cornwallis, now McNab's 
Island, was originally granted to Mr. Mauger, and still bears his 
name. 

Michael Franklin was a merchant from England who settled in 
Halifax about 1752 or 1753. He was elected a Member of 
Assembly in 1759, and appointed to His Majesty's Council in 1762. 
In 1766 he received the appointment of Lieut. -Governor of the 
Province, which he held until 1776, when he again took his seat at 
the Council Board. Governor Franklin was a most active and 
esteemed public officer. His name apijears connected with almost 
all the transactions of importance which occurred in the town from 
1763 to 1780. During the American Revolt, his exertions in 
support of British authority while administering the government, 
were in a great measure instrumental in preserving the tranquility of 
the province. He married a daughter of Mr. Boteneau, of Boston, 
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whose wife was a daughter of Peter Faneuil of that city. He left 
several childreu. The late James Boteneau Franklin, for many 
years Clerk of tlie House of Assembly, was his eldest son. Mrs. 
Fitzj»erakl Uuiaekc wjis liis grand-daughter. 

Lewis Piers was a graud>son of Sir Henry Piers, 1st Bart, of 
Tristernagh Abl)cy, Ireland. 

The lion. Thomas Saul was the wealthiest and most enterprising 
merchant from 1719 to 17()0. 

The nainos of lUinjamin Oorrish, Charles King, Henry Ferguson, 
Joseph Fairbanks, William Piggot, William Fury, James Grant, 
Jacob Hurd, Daniel Shatford, Samuel Sellon, Carles LMason, Lewis 
Piei-s and Robert Campbell appear on the lists of the Grand Jury 
between ITol and 17i"i4. 

The following names ai>|>ear on the register of early settlers : — 
Riehanl Wenman, Thomas Keys, John I^Mes, John Gosbee, Ralph 
Coulston, F^lwavd Orpon, John Christopher Launlliard, Philip 
Knaut, Peter Burgmau, Otto William Schwartz, John Jacob Preper, 
Jolm Woodin, Andrew Wellner, Christopher Preper, Simon 
Thoroughgood. 
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APPENDICES. 



The following is a copy of the advertisement which appeared in 
the London Gazette, March, 1749 : 

Whitbhaxl, 7th March, 1749. 

A proposal having been presented unto His Majesty for the 
establishing a civil government in the Province of Nova Scotia, in 
North America, as also for the better peopling and settling the said 
province, and extending and improving the fishery thereof by 
granting lands within the same, and giving other encouragement to 
such of the otficers and private men lately dismissed His Majesty's 
land and sea service, as shall be willing to settle in said province. 
And His Majesty having signed his royal approbation of the i-eport 
of the said proposals, the Right Honorable the Loi-ds Commissioners 
for Trade and Plantations do, by His Majesty's command, give 
notice that proper encouragement will l>e given to such of the 
officers and private men lately dismissed His Majesty's land and sea 
8er\'ice as are willing to accept of grants of land, and to settle with 
or without families, in Nova Scotia. That SOJacres of land will be 
granted in fee simple to every private soldier or seaman, free from 
the payment of any quit rents or taxes for the term of ten years ; 
at the expiration whereof no person to pay more than one shilling 
per annum for every 50 acres so granted. 

That a grant of ten acres over and above the 50 will be made to 
each private soldier or seamen having a family for every person 
including women and children of which his family shall consist, and 
from the grants made to them on the like conditions as their families 
shall increase, or in proportion to their abilities to cultivate the 
same. 

That eighty acres on like conditions will be granted to every 
officer under the rank of Ensign in the land ser\'ice, and that of 
Lieutenant in the sea service, and to such as have families, fifteen 
acres over and above the said eighty acres, for every person of 
which their family shall consist. 

That two hundred acres on like conditions will be granted to 
every Ensign, three hundred to every Lieutenant, four hundred to 
every Captain, and six hundred to every officer above the rank of 
Captain. And to such of the above mentioned officers as have 
f atoiilies, a further grant of thirty acres will be made over and above 
their respective quotas for every person of whiph their family shall 
consist. 
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That the Innds will be parcelled out to the settlers as soon as 
possible after their arrival, and a nrU (jovernment e.HtabUshed^ 
v'herehff they vill enjoy all the liherfien^ pn'nle(je,s and immvuitieH 
enjoyed by IUa Majesty's anttjerts in any other of the Colonies and 
Plantations in Amerim^ nnder Hi s Majesty's Governments and jyrojyer 
measures will also be tale n for their security and protect i<tn, 

That all sueii as arc williiij^ to accept of the above proposals shall, 
with their families, be subsisted during the passage, also for the 
space of twelve months after their arrival. 

That they shall l>e furnished with arms and ammunition as far as 
will Ik* judged neei'ssary for their defence, with a proper quantity of 
materials and utensils for husbandry, clearing and cultivating the 
lands, erecting habitations, carrying on the Ushi^ry, and such other 
purposes as shall be deemed necessary for their support. 

That all such persons as are desirous c»f engaging in the alK)ve 
settlement do transmit by letter, or personally give in their names 
signifying in what regiment or company, or on board what ship they 
last 8er\'ed, and if they have families they intend to carry with them, 
distinguishing tlie age and quality of such person to any of the 
following olHceis appointt»<l to receive and enter the same in the 
books opened for that purpose, viz : — elohn Pownell, Ks(]., Solicitor 
and Clerk of the Uepts. of the J.ords Conns, of Trade and Planta- 
tions, at their ofllce at Whitehall ; John Kessell, Esq., Comr. of His 
Majesty*s Navy at P<n'tsmouth ; Philip Vanburgh, Ksq., Comr. of 
His Majesty's Navy at Plymouth. 

And the proper notice will be given of the said books being closed 
as soon as the intended numl>er shall bo completed, or at least ou 
the 7tli day of April. 

It is proposed that the Transports shall be ready to receive soch 
persons on board ou the 10th April, and be readj to sail on the 
20th, and that timely notice will Ikj given of the place or places to 
which such persons are to repair in order to embark. 

That for the benelit of the settlement, the same conditions which 
are proposed to private soldiers and seamen shall likewise be granted 
to Carpenters, Shipwrights, Smiths, Masons, Joiners, Brickmakers, 
Bricklayers, and all other artificers necessary in building or hus- 
bandry, not being private soldiers or seamen. 

That the same conditions as are proposed to those who have 
served in the capacity of Ensign shall extend to all Surgeons, 
whether they have been in His Majesty's service or not, upon their 
producing proper certificates of their being duly qualified. 

By order of the Right Hon. the Lords Comrs. of Trade and 
Plantations. 

(Signed) Thomas Hill, Secretary, 
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H. 

Tlu? folNnving notices appear in tl»o Gazotles and Magazines of 
tlie day : 

London, Satnrdu}', July 1, 1741). 

TIh'Co vos»els <»nn>c up the vivor "vvitli about oOO GtM-nian Protes- 
tants, who %vprc ortlcrod to remain at J^anilK'th and Vauxliall till 
they can he conveniently sliipptnl to Nova Scotia. 



Friday 'ilst July, 1711). 
A great nunil>or of (Icnnan IVotestants from the Palatinate 
attended the l>aron iMnneliansen, Chief Secretary for llanovei, with 
a petition solicitin*!; a pnss:i»2:e to Nova vScotia. 



Wednesday, Pith April, 1741). 
A j^rcat number of disbanded soldiery, dincharged sailors, poor 
artificers, bdM)rers, etc., who have accepted of His Majesty's jifrant 
i)f lands in Nova S(K)tia, attended at the Plantation Otiice in White- 
hall, and received ordei-s for admission, with their families and 
efTeds, on board the transports. 



WiriTKUALL, April 18, 1741). 
Jiieut.-Col. C'ornwallis made Colonel and Commander of the 
Forces destined for Nova Scotia, Avith a salary of £1000 per 
annum. 



3ray U, 1740. 
Hon. K<lward Cornwallis to be Captain General and <iovcrnor-in- 
Cliief in and over the I'rovince of Nova Scotia or Acadia. 



C. 
Extract from a letter in the (^entlenmn's Magazine for 1741) : 

JJosTox, 10th July, 1741). 
We have advice that two Ficnch men-of-war of 80 gims, and 20 
transports, Avith a (Governor and tr<x>pB U>y a garrison, have 
arrived at liOuisbnrg. The French (Sovernmcnt offered Governor 
Hobsou to transport his jjjarrison to Chebucto, whicli was accepted, 
and orders came to discharjre the vessels taken np here for that 
service. Col. Cornwallis, Governor of Nova Scotia, arrived at 
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Chebuctoon 2l8t June* in the Sphinx, and Capt. Rouse in a sloop 
of war, and fifteen transports with 2000 adventurers on board, 
whose first settlement will be at or near Chebucto, where tlie 
Governor intended to keep the transports till next year for the 
convenience of the people, especially the women and children, until 
houses are built. The same encouragement that has been given to 
the British disbanded soldiers is given to Governor Sherley's and 
Col. PepperelPs regiments, lium was sold at Louisburg for 9d. per 
gallon, and molasses extremely cheap. The French lost a great 
number of men in their passage to Louisburg by the smali pox, 
yellow fever, etc., but the transports at Chebucto lost only one 
child. 



D. 

The following account of the expenditure on the settlement for 
the year 1749, was submitted to Parliament by the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Trade and Plantations : 

Blankets, Woolens and Shoes for the settlers, and presents for 

the Indians £ 1,32,5 4 8 

Lines, Nets and Hooks for Fishei-y, Stationery, Surveyors' 

Instruments, Bricks and Garden Seeds 2,729 12 9 

Lighterage and Shipping off the settlers, package and charges of 
Hospital Stores, a Surgeon with medicines by the Transport 

from Liverpool, and the Union Snow .336 3 

Medicines, Sugar, Live Stock, for the voyage, and Dnigs, 

Instruments and necessaries for the Hospital 680 14 8 

French Bibles U>2 17 10 

Cash paid for victualling for settlers 12,068 5 6 

Treasurer of the Navy's account for Bedding and Victualling 

during voyage 7,3/>4 19 

Ditto, on account of the Sarah, Transport, from Liverpool 67 18 8 

Treasurer of the Ordnance account for field pieces, swivel guns, 

small arms and powder 3,592 4 4 

Printing and incidental expenses liy directions of Lords Com- 
missioners of Trade 445 19 10 

Ventilators for six Transports 102 U 6 

2 Fire Engines 72 16 

Pay of Surgeons, Apothecaries, Midwife, exclusive of what they 

received at Halifax 860 

Silver and Gold carried out by the Governor 3,922 8 

Bills of Exchange drawn by the Governor, the account of the 

expenditure not yet received 11,452 13 4 

Bill to Capt. Ives for a boat 40 

The Treasurer for Scales and Weights 21 7 

Bills drawn by Delancey k Watt, of New York, for Silver sent 

to the Province 5,523 6 9 



* The memorandum on the first page of the roRlster of settlers makes the date of 
ComwaUis's arrival the 8th June— the writer of this letter may have been mlslnrormed. 
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Thomas Handcock, Esq., for Boards, Plank, 2 Schooners, Salt 

and Money shippeti to pnrchase materials for mills £ 1,528 15 

Bills drawn by 8. Martin, from Boston 576 8 6 

£52,804 2 7 
To the Transport ^kJ^vice for conveying the Settlers to Nova 

Scotia, etc 23,072 I 3 

£76,476 3 10 
To (lovernor Com wall is for peivonal outfit 500 

£76,976 3 10 
(Signed) Ciiristopiikr Kilby. 

Account snbmitted to Purliament by tlie Lordb Comiuissioners 
the following year : 

Blankets, Woolens and ShocH for settlers, and presents for 

Indians £ 1,325 4 8 

Sapplies for Fishery, Sun-eyor's Instruments, liricks and (jarden 

Seeds 2,729 12 9 

Lighterage and Shipping Settlers, package and charges of Hos- 
pital Stores, etc ;«6 3 

Medicines, Sugar, Live Stock, Drugs, Instruments, etc, for 
Hospital 

French Bibles 

Cash paid for Victualling Settlers 12,068 

Treasurer of the Navy's account for Bedding and Victualling 
during voyage 

Ditto on account of Sarah, Transport, from Liverpool 

Treasurer of the Ordnance account for field pieces, swivel guns, 
small arms and {Mwder 

Printing and incidental expenses by directions of the Ixtrds of 
Trade 

Ventilators for 6 Transporte 

Two Fire Engines 

Bill to Capt. Ives for a Boat 

The Treasurer for Weights and Scales 

Thomas Handcock, l*j*q 

Pay of Surgeons, Apothecaries and Midwife, exclusive of \»hat 
they received at Halifax 

To Transport Service for conveying settlers to Nova Scotia 

Fees thereon 

Fees on money I'eceived from the Exchequer, exclusive of the 

sums chargeil on the foregoing articles 473 4 6 

To Freight, fe<i, Bedding and Cabins for 514 passeiigers on 
board the Aldemey, Nancy, Fair Larly and Two Friends, 
Transports, and incidental expenses attending embarkation, 
etc., etc 3,144 4 4 

To expenses repairing and fitting Sloop, New Casco 8^^ 19 6 

Gratuities 322 Foreign Protestants from HolUnd 338 2 

Cash paid on account < f VictiuilUn^ settlers 4,5<K) u 

Cash to Treasurer of Ordnance for Bills drawn by Governor 1,000 

To Governor Comwallis for the purchase of stores, payment of 
officers, package of stores, artificers and laborers, and cou> 
tingent expenses, exclusive of £2,500 paid to his regiment 
for the four pence stopped for provisions to 11th Sept., 1750 35,268 2 

lieat. Martin's aisbursements at Boston, for materials, vessels 

and stores 6,603 18 2 
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To Apthorp k Handcook, dUbunements at Boston, for materials, 

vessels and stores £ 6,924 14 6 

Thos. Gunter's Bills remitted him at Boston, on account of 

Kxpcdition to Chignecto 2.600 

Benj. Green, Treasurer, by his account from Sept. 20, 1750, to 

^ov. 30. 1750 3.621 14 

Richard Bulkley, Paymaster of Works, from 1st August, 1750, 

to Nov. 30 4,073 16 3 

To hire of Transports retained in the service and not paid by 

theNavy 4,002 2 4 

To Foreign Settlers employed in public works at 12d. per day, 

till tne money advanced is thereby reimbursed 1,005 

To Col. Phillips' (now Comwallis') Regt., to return deductions 

for provisions to Christmas, 1750 3,919 5 8 

To provisions supplied Cols. Warl)erton*8 and Lascelles* Regts., 

Artillery Company, Independent Companies, seamen in 

vessels, laborers and artificers 17,832 3 8 

Victual and transporting Lascelles' Regt. from Ireland 8,581 3 9 

To Office of Ordnance for Timber, Materials and Tools sent from 

Annapolis, hire of ve sels, magazine of powder and payment 

of officers and artificers employed by the Board 10,417 15 3 

£173,838 2 3 
Cr. 

By account of Money gr&nted by Parliament for Kova Scotia 
Colony Regiment, March 23, 1748, granted upon account 
towards the charge of transporting to His Majesty's Colonv 
of Nova Scotia, and supporting and maintaining there such 
reduced officers, etc., etc £ 40,000 

1749. Granted upon accimiit for defraying the charges incurred 
by transportmg to H. M. Colony of Nova Sootia. and sop* 
porting and maintaining settlers not provided for by Par- 
liament 36,476 3 10 

1749. Granted on account for supporting, maintaining and 

employing the settlers, March 19, 1750 39,778 17 2 

Exceedmgs 57,682 19 3 

£173,938 2 3 



CHRI8T0PHRB KiLBY. 

The charge for contingencies, and the last charge of £10,417 15. 3., probably 
embrace the expenditure on Government buildings— the two churches of Eoglano, 
St. Paul's and St. Matthew's ; also the fortifications and other government 
works then in progress. 

Whitehall, February 20, 1750. 

Estimate for 1751 £74,970 Estimate for 1756 £61,657 

1752 96,639 1757 40,088 

1753 58,559 1758 16,763 

1754 47,741 1759 13,081 

1755 66,799 
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The following extracts are from the letters of a French officer 
after the siege of Loaisborg : 

*' The eyes of all Europe are fixed on this formidable armament ; 
they have assembled an army of 22,000 men, 1600 brought from 
Europe, the remainder provincial militia, with a large train of 
artillery and munitions of war, 22 line of battle-ships and 200 
transports. Yet Admiral Holburn, who appeared off Louisburg 
with 22 sail of men-of-war, took it into his head that our numbers 
were equal to his own, and has made his way back to Halifax. They 
will ask him there, why did you run away ? Oh ! says he, a 
Bupeiior force venit, vedit, fugit. It is vexatious that the first 
squadron which France has equipped since 1703 should be shackled 
with orders only to keep a look out. If ever there was a certainty 
of firing gunpowder to the renown of the white flag, it was on the 
19th August, when Holburn appeared off Louisbni^." 

In some of his subsequent letters he appears to give a very 
accurate account of the seige, and some facts relative to the war 
not to be found in any history of that period. In speaking of the 
landing of Wolfe at the head of the Highlanders and the American 
Light Troops — 

*^ It is the interest of the conquered not to diminish the glory of 
the victor, and besides it is our duty to do justice even to our 
mortal enemy, for which reason I confess that tiie English on this 
occasion behaved with such valor as before the event must have 
appeased temerity. Vet it must be allowed that at the same time 
the difficulty of the enterprise does them infinite honor, it saves 
ours; who would have forseen that they would have ventured to 
have climbed rocks till then rendered inaccessible, under a heavy 
fire from our batteries, notwithstanding their boats were every 
moment knocked to pieces in the surf, which drowned great 
numbera. 

In speaking of the capitulation he says : 

*^ Though reduced to the last extremity we demanded far more 
advantageous terms than we had reason to expect. After a 
consultation between Admiral Boscawen and (general Amherst, an 
unconditional surrender was demanded. Dracourt, the Govemor, 
extremely exasperated at those terms, resolved to hold out, but was 
compell^ to give in on receiving a most peremptory petition on the 
part of the inhabitants, presented by M. Prevost. The capitulation 
was signed on 15th July, 1758, after a bloody siege of two months. 
On the day following, our troops were drawn up, and the colors 
and arms surrendered to General Whitmore, who took command of 
the town. The evening before the English took possession of the 
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town, we suffered our soldiers to plunder the magazines, and the 
priests spent the whole jiight in manying all the girls of the city to 
the first who would have them. No one here can i>erceive, at least 
by any personal inconvenience, that we are in a conquered town. 
The gaiTison has embarked with as much tranquility as if it had 
been going on a voyage of pleasure. Every soldier has taken away 
whatever belongs to him without suffering the least injustice. M. 
De Draoourt has received all the honors which a person of his rank 
deserved ; Admiral Boscawen has shown all the respect to Madam 
De Dracourt as were due to her merits. This lady has performed 
such exploits during the siege as must entitle her to rank among the 
most illustrious of her sex, for she fired three cannon every day in 
order to animate the gunners. After the surrender she interested 
herself in behalf of all the unfortunates; in this number M. Maillet 
de Grandville was a striking instance of the instability of fortune. 
He left France at the age of 17, arrived at Quebec in indifferent 
circumstances ; by his industry and application to business, he 
accumulated a vast fortune which enabled him to purchase the 
Lordship of St. Louis, which cost him 80,000 livres ; but now, by 
the taking of Louisburg, he is left quite destitute with a numerous 
family." 



F. 

Halifax, July, 1752. 
A list of the families of English, Swiss, etc., which have been 
settled in Nova Scotia since the year 1749, and who now are 
settlers in the places hereafter mentioned. 

North Suburbs op Halifax. 



Hradb ok Famiurb. 
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II 
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John Scutt 

Edmund Dwight 

Benjamin Brown 

William Oindler . . . . 

Samuel Shipton 

Charles Procter 

Jonathan Hoar 

Gercbon Tuflb 

PreBerved Cunnablc . 

William Bourn 

Matthew Barnard . . 
William Rimdal .... 
Anthony Caverly . . . 

Charles Hay 

Nathaniel Henderson 



2 

1 
5 
I 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
9 
2 
1 
1 
2 
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1 
2 






1 
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3 
3 
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1 
3 
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2 
2 

1 
3 




2 
2 
















2 

1 











3 
6 

6 
9 
9 
2 
5 
6 
10 
5 
1 
1 
4 
2 
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HKAD8 or Families. 



Henry Chadwick 

8ainuel Lyne 

Thomas Pitzpatrick 

Judah Ri^er 

Kzekiel (ailinan 

John Kinselagh 

"Benjamin Ives 

Mrs. l>ecorot 

JoHiali Crousby 

William Harris 

l^njaniin Phinpeny 

<»eorge ( Jerrisn 

"Robert Normao 

John Cox 

Kdward Bowden 

John Tongue 

Samuel Tanner 

Samuel Chandler 

(»eorge .Sanders 

John Christian Mulhlhe . . 

Ernst Preper 

Christopher Harness 

<>harle8 Robins 

Kzekiel Wildman 

Walter Motley 

Cliarles Christ 

Peter Schahian 

Peter Mozar 

John Hoffens 

Peter Wayte 

Thomas Hay 

Jacob Cheney 

John Jones 

Mary Birin 

Charles King 

John Porter 

Joseph Pratt 

Daniel Brewer 

William Huostable 

Benjamin Storer 

Jasper Battel 

Ulrich Dithoe 

Hans. Geo. Kohl 

Joseph Chadwick 

Christopher Warner 

John Christopher Rodoph . 

John Buffer Erad 

John A. Le Mand 

Lndovick Schnerr 
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I 




2 


J 
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1 
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I 
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2 
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1 
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I 
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I 


1 
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1 
1 
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1 
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3 
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3 
5 
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2 

7 
5 

Ti 
5 
6 
6 
4 
10 
2 

2 
4 
4 
4 
3 
6 
9 
4 
6 
4 
5 
4 
7 
2 

10 
5 
3 
3 
6 
3 
5 
5 
7 
3 
3 
8 
7 
4 
2 
4 
3 
3 

7 
8 
6 
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Hbads or FAMiLnta. 



^1 



I? 
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Clit. Ludk. Hftgelneb . 

John Peter T»hn 

Michael Brier 

\a renz Bustler 

Leonhard Unch 

Jivoob Craft 

Wendal Ramjer 

C4 Jorge Storch 

Pater Klattenbui^r . . 

Michael Cloaier 

Michael Moraah 

Jucob Schmidt 

Josep 
Barthel : 

Jtu^b Moeer 

OHirad Hall 

Jacob Hall 

Jmeph Bley 

Michael Ley 

E^zabeth Werner ... 

Magdalen Orell 

Banedict Biayhofer . . 

Aodreas Kalb 

AdamRandl 

U rich Seeger 

Daniel Schumaker . . . 
John Jacob Schmidt . 

Adam Luty 

Coarad Mucber 

(vodfried Knots 

Peter Lawner 

Godfried Torpel 

Jacob Tanner 

Johannna Buhofer . . . 

Geoive Nagel 

Rudolph Penae 

Adam Wambolt 

Peter Wambolt 

Ruchart Schop 

Michael Hagi( 

Michael Gimber . . . , 

Adam Bohler 

Andreas Tonng .... 

Beringer . . . 

Caaper Hickman 

Henrick Ozner 

Jean Maoae 

Caaper Lanty 

Peter Eatmann 

Johannna Lonna .... 
Loni Eoatoo 
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1 
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1 
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1 






4 






2 

1 
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"'2' 
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1 
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I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
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1 
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■"3 


""4 
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1 



5 
4 
4 
12 
3 
3 
4 
3 
5 
3 
5 
3 
3 
7 
8 
3 
5 
5 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
7 
1 
3 
2 
2 
6 
6 
5 
6 
2 
3 
5 
4 
2 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
7 
4 
2 
S 
6 
S 
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Hkaos of Famiubsl 
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Owp-ir Trillion ........... , . x . . 


1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
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1 
1 
I 






2 


Attgnctin Woll 


2 


1 

3 


5 


Anton Halton , 


5 


MatthiM Naffol 


2 


KreDcnk& Schniider 






1 
3 

1 


2 


Ludwig Koenur 


1 
1 
2 
3 

1 




6 


Nicholas Wolf 


3 


tJohannes Schroedw . 


2 


tJohannes Ljoostoo 






3 


Utrick Klett 


1 






2 


Maria Schlittor 


1 


* 8 

I 
4 
1 
2 
1 
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JohannuB Miller 


1 
1 
6 
2 
2 
1 

2 

1 
1 
5 
3 
1 
2 
2 
6 
4 
2 
1 
1 
5 
2 
4 
4 
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Johanuet Hoaif 


2 


Oaorm Voffler 


2 
2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
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...... 

I 
...... 


12 


Jacob Paulas 


6 


Oonrade Werner 


7 


Matheus Finer 


3 


Andreas Sronoagvil 


4 


Jacob Heish 


4 


Geonre Polleber 


I 


Christian Finis 


...... 

2 


3 
1 
2 


Ootleib Scherronller 


8 


Adam Schmidt 


7 


Christian Perfek 


4 


Christian Ernst 


3 


Frederick Aurenborg 


2 


2 


8 


Nicholas Emlv ....;. 


7 


Uenrick Knnn 






6 


Ulrick Schenekill 


2 


1 
...... 
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Jacob Shaffhonaer 


2 


Johannes Simon 


5 


Asmus Diel 


7 


Jacob Sperry • 


...... 


...... 

1 


4 


Adam Jong 


7 


Johaon Jung .... 


7 
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Hrads or Familiesw 
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Mary Raoce 

Thomas Latham 

Jouathan Prescott * . . 

Joseph Kent 

Edmaod Crawley f . . 

John Winiton 

Wil'iam Trefoy . . . . . 
Darby Cavanaugh . . . 

Ed wan) Lush 

Alice Twyny 

James Ridder 

John Crooks 

James Hickens 

James Pierpont 

Jolm Shippey 

Peter, a negro 

John CaU 

Hiith Wheeler 

Joseph Harris 

Richard Peirie 

Francis Cobume 

Charles Terlaven . . . . 

Darby Sullivan 

John Jackson 

Oregory Ives 

Samuel Sellon 

Isaac Underdunk 

George Featherstone . 

Maurice Welsh 

Andrew Shep 
WilUam Ma 
Phillip Hammond . 

Solomon Reed 

Joseph Evans 

John Wa»ker 

Thomas Nnnan 

George Knox 

Joseph Gullison . . . 
Jason Chapman . . . 
Rebecca Baldwin . . 
Richard Manning . . 

James Cane 

Dennis Hiefferoon . 
William Wickham. 

John Rider 

Josiah Marshall . . . 

Joseph Pierce 

John Steel 
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1 
1 
...... 
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2 
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2 
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13 
3 
7 
6 
5 
7 
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2 
4 
5 
3 
4 
7 
3 
5 
7 
H 
2 
H 
8 
1 
6 
2 
2 

5 
3 
4 
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4 
4 
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4 
2 
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I 
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2 
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6 
3 
7 



* Father of the lato Hon. Charles Prescoit. 
f Afterwards Member of Council. 
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South Subuubs. — (Continued.) 








Hkaiw or Fakiliks. 
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MalAchv Salter 


3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
4 
12 
3 


2 


1 


2 


8 


(/harlefl IC&nitsr 


3 


Jeremiah Rogers 


1 




3 


7 


• Peter, Marijuis D'Conti and Oravioa 

Samuel Clevelantl 


2 


1 

2 

3 

Ifi 

...... 

2 


2 


4 


9 


Richard G rahani 


4 


William NcHbitt 






7 


Inaac Knott 


2 

1 

...... 

1 
2 


1 
...... 

1 

1 

1 


31 


Daniel TapjKxm 


4 


Hannah HutchinBoa 


2 


Isaac Basset 




3 


Thomjvs ( Marko 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
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R<)l>ert Davis 


4 


\V illiam Lawson 


5 


John Kiistace 


2 


John Miller 


1 
1 
3 

2 

"'2 
3 

"'2 
2 

4 


2 

"1 

'"'3' 
3 
1 

1 
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James (trimes ,,.... 


4 


John ( tritiin 


6 


Joseph Mehaoy 


T) 


Josiah Cleveland 


5 


Felix McMehan 


4 


Josiah Nottase 


6 


Mathow Mullens , 


6 


Henry Ferguson 


10 


Jean Campbell 


4 


Ezekiah Averil , 


1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
2 
1 
2 
1 
I 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Thomas Hardin 


5 


Thomas Maggoo 


7 


Robert Brooks 


2 


James Jordan 


1 
'""2' 


...... 

2 


4 


John Poor 


5 


Thomas Lamb 


6 


Thomas CoUicut 


3 


John Barry 






2 


Maurice DriscoU 




1 


3 


John McCuUer 


3 


Benjamin Child 


2 

1 


2 


7 


William Wallace 


3 


John Murphy 


2 


Henry Rigby 


1 


2 


• 5 


William Peters 


2 


David Carmer 








3 


Patrick Mahoney 






2 


Samuel Fulton 






3 


Dennis Sullivan ........ 






3 


Stephen Wisdoms 


3 

1 


3 
...... 


8 


Richard 


3 


Bartholomew Calahao 


3 



* A Sicilian Nobleman, who came with a number of settlers from the West Indies. 
Ho was afterwards a Lieutenant of one of the companies of Rangers 
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11 



II 
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Cornelius Crowley . . . 
Nathftoiel Millett . . . 

Peter Wallace 

John Slayter 

Martin Ludovig 

John Wisdom 

George Cheshire 

George Featheretone . 

Richard Sparks 

Jacob Hard 

William Williams . . . 

Jedediah Harris 

Abraham Slayter 

Richard Winter 

John Arbnckle 

Perfect Miller 

Mary Miller 

Samuel Greenfield . . . 

Moees Clarke 

Lewis. 



William Matthews 

William Christopher 

Thomas Walker , 

Daniel Hills ^ 

Richard Williams , 

Daniel Farrel 

James Fnllerton 

Nathaniel Mison 

Aaron Porter 

Jacobns Derkindrekin 

William Seward 

Joshua Oroe , 

Elias Girott 

Richard Weamaa 

Daniel Shatf ord 

C^ianes Henderson 

Jonathan Harris , 

Patrick Cambell 

Aaron Cleveland 

James Monk 

Samuel Crafts 

William Rnssel 

Ann Wenmen, in Orphan House 

Joseph Pafaner, in Hospital 

Mi<diael Naddow 

Joseph Gerrish 

Dennis Mehaney 

John Conway , 

Mrs. Taylor 

Michael Lawler 
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I 
3 
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3 
3 
3 
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3 
8 
4 
2 
2 
3 
1 
3 
3 
4 
5 
2 
8 
4 
1 
4 
2 
6 
6 
5 
3 
4 
6 
3 
5 

8 

8 

66 

19 

22 

1 

28 

2 

6 

1 

2 
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South Suburbs. — (Coi«tinued.) 



Hbads or Familikb 









I' 

pa ' 



I 



Peter Murpil... 
John (aallant... 
Nicholas Nagler 

1 Swiss 

Joeiah finicket . 
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17 


2 
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1 
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3 
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1 


2 
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1 


1 
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21 
fi 

4 
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Within the Town op Halifax. 



HxADS or Pamilixs 



Thomas Power 

Joshua Manger 

William Steele. Esq 

Benjamin (xerrish 

Robert Oowey 

Abiml Ward 

William Austin 

Thomas Matteraon 

Frederick Heeker 

WilKam Schwartz 

Isaac Deschamps 

Maclam DTac<iuet 

John Brown 

Thomas Fnlford 

Lewis Pierce 

Thomas Grenoak 

Leonard Lockman * 

William Ford 

John Johnstone 

Thomas Luke 

Leonard Cotton 

William and Edward Nichols . 

James Brenock 

Thomas Oakes 

Mr. Wheyland 

John Wellenon (Wellenor?) . . 

Thomas Price 

Vemoo Merefield 
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2 
2 

7 
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1 
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2 






2 
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1 




1 
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1 
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1 
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i 

1 


1 


. 5 




1 


2 
1 




1 


1 


1 
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2 


2 


2 


4 






2 






1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


I 


1 


1 


3 


2 


1 


1 


1 




1 


1 




2 


1 


3 
2 




1 


8 





II 



& 



15 

20 
4 
4 

II 
2 
3 
3 
3 
4 
2 
9 
6 
2 
4 
7 
9 
3 
4 
4 

10 
3 
5 
4 
3 
6 
3 
5 



* Leonard l^iockman waa a German. In early life he practised medicine. He after- 
wards heM the rank of Major in tho aniir. which he rooelved for senrleen rendered to 
tho British Govortiment Ho came out with the MtUern In 1740^ and eventually settled 
In the North Suburbs. He died at Halifax, and was burled beneath Ihe old Oennan 
Church on BrunHwIok Street, whore his monument stUl remains. Lockman Street 
was named after himr 
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I 



fi§ 
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John Brown 

Allen Usher 

Jeromifth Fiizsimons . . . . 

l>aniel McCy liter 

John Panier 

Peter Anchotc 

John Aiibony 

I>ttvid Loyd 

Thomas 8anl 

Alexander Keddy 

Jane Knight 

William Brew 

John Marlow 

Jacob CSone 

George Twelve's wife . . , 
John William HoShian . . 

Mr. Suroet 

James Fitzgerald 

James Stewson 

. Redman 

James (>)lbeck 

Alexander Ab^rcrombie . 

John Baxter 

Giles Harris 

William Pierce 

Kdward Lnk v 

James Patfieid 

Widow Clerk 

William Davis 

Melony 

John Steinford 

George Suckling 

Alexander Allen 

Widow Henry 

Tliomas Frost 

Ephraim Cook 

by Mr. Brown 

James Colvill 

Thomas Moore 

Joseph Maseen 

Eil ward Potter 

China Brown John 

Francis Lock 

Daniel Stewart 

Robert Grant 

John Stockley , 

Edward Margnin 

George Greenwood 

James Smith , 

John Collier, Esq 
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1 
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1 




...... 


2 
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3 
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1 
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2 
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2 
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2 






1 
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I 
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1 
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2 
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2 
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1 






1 ' 












1 






1 




1 


1 




1 


1 






1 




1 


4 












2 




1 


I 




2 


1 






1 
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...... 
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1 




1 


3 




2 


1 


2 




3 






2 






1 






1 


2 


1 


2 
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2 

7 
3 
4 

10 
2 

11 
3 
2 

3 
2 
5 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 

T 
f) 
1 

4 
6 
5 
3 
2 

T 

3 
1 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
16 



6 
fi 
3 

4 
3 
4 
8 
6 
5 
5 
3 
5 
4 
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William Piggott 

William Best 

William Henderson . 

Anne Woodsiile 

Juhn Oonnor 

Richard Harry 

William HeysUip 

•John Peter l>e Brace 

John Raet 

John Mundy 

Richard Stritton 

Josepli Chnrchill 

Ijauroncc Collins 

John Humphreys . . . . 

Joseph Coeishtou 

Kbenezer Petty 

Robert ]V)wdon 

Thomas Newman 

William (ihflin 

James Kuston 

Thomas Hagan 

Thomas Mannen 

Rdward Butler 

John Grant 

Etlwarfl Orpin 

John Vintenon 

Thomas Branhani 

Henry Wilkinson 

William Wright 

Henry Wynn 

Paul Pritoiianl 

Alexander Forbes . . . 

William White 

John Hall 

Thomas Wilder 

Tliomas (ireensword . 

(leorge XeLson 

Roljcrt Parfect 

William McCarty . . . 

John Kwes 

James Fallon 

William Johnson . . . . 
Thomas Campbell . . . 

James Porter 

William Vanfelson . . 

James Ford 

Robert Freeman 

John Wooden 

William Roacock 

Peter Piirkman 



15 

11 

6 

6 

4 
6 
7 
4 
2 

4 
2 

3 
3 
7 
6 
2 
11 
3 
4 
2 
S 
2 
5 
5 
2 
2 

4 
5 
6 
4 
2 
A 
6 
5 
2 
2 
2 

3 
2 
8 
3 
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HcADS OF Families. 
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i> 


«l 





Si 
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Matthew Hopkins . . . 

James DongUss 

John Meeds 

Mary Robertson 

Mai^ Williams 

Nathan Nathans 

(■eorge Taylor 

Patrick Furlong 

John SUyter 

John Ker 

John Olewlev 

Garret Mead 

Charles Mason 

Matthew McNemara. 

(}eorge Frank 

John Webb 

Robert Ewor 

Peter Martin 

Michael Mullineaux . 

Thomas Reeve 

John Bohanan 

Ray. 



Eoste. Butter 

Thomas Golden . . . 
William WiUianui . 

Kdward Lee 

James Bamierman . 
Richanl Bulksley. . 

John Franks 

Christopher Cooke . 

Rolwrt Dickie 

Joseph Wakefield . 
Thomas Bryant . . . 
Edward L'Cras.... 

Lawrence Ren 

John Fcnly 

William Walker . . 

Mr. Bruce 

Tliomas Rnudal . . . 

Wigel... 

Mark Cnllymore . . 
Nathaniel Oo^ord . 

John Naymers 

T>avis Townsend. . . 

John Cleary 

John Kent 

William Crafts . . . . 

Rosana Scott 

Patrick Britt 
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1 
3 
9 
3 
6 
4 
3 
5 
2 

10 
4 
5 
5 
4 
\ 

15 
fi 
G 
2 
5 
3 
3 
4 
2 
7 
3 
5 
4 
6 
6 
4 
2 
7 
5 
1 
3 
2 
2 
4 
3 
4 
8 
4 
4 

7 
5 

9 
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Within the Town or Halifax. — (Coktinued.) 



Heads or Famojcs. 



I? 



1=^ 






3 
& 



William Btiareto * 

Jofleph Ford 

WiUiam Eaton . . . 

James Tate 

Samael SpnuKue . . 
Stephen McKine . 



Within thk PiCKETsf of Halifax. 



Hbadb ok Familiks. 



.^ 


8:3 


II 


"1 


"30 
II 






3 

o 



James Vickars 

Joel Waterman .... 
Catherine Austin . . . 
Andrsw Mazvell . . . 

John Oafler 

Lnke Shippey 

Henry Sweetland . . . 
Jonathan Markhaui 

Francis Porter 

Matthew Corker . . . 
Thomas Landerkin . 

Griffin Jenkins 

Mary Hollo well 

Kdward Castle 

Mrs. Whitehand . . . 

John Crowley 

Philip Kiiaut 

Storker Nelson 

John Lowrey 

Joseph Scott 

Israel Abrahams . . . 

Thomas Ames 

Thomas Dame 

Benjamin Lee 

Mary Cooper 

Michael Sexton 

Georgw Popplewell . 

JohnTbeswick 

John South 

Richani HolUs 



1 






1 


1 


1 


1 






1 




1 


2 






1 


1 




1 






3 






I 


1 




1 






1 






2 






1 






2 


1 




I 




i 


2 


1 




2 


1 




1 




1 


1 


1 




5 


1 


2 


* i 


1 


1 


2 


1 




] 






2 






1 






1 


1 




1 






2 


1 





4 
1 
6 
4 
3 
2 
4 
7 
3 
2 
2 
2 
7 
5 
3 
4 
6 
3 
4 
10 
2 
4 
4 
2 
5 
2 
3 
2 
4 



* Captain in the army. 

1 Between Buckingham Street and the present Blowers Sfeieet. 
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Within the Pickkts of Halifax. — (Continied.) 



Heads ok Famijjks. 



Mr. Reynolds 

•Tallies Wbellon 

William fUles 

Frederick Barley 

l^^zekiel Biuld 

Joeiah Haixly 

John EdmundsoD 

James Thompson 

Mary Webb 

Timothy Cane 

.James Hanfield 

James Babrig 

I*aac Solomon 

James Thorp 

Samuel Blockden 

KUzabeth (vunnel 

Kleanor Cannon 

Thomas Walker 

('harleH Morris 

Josiah Millekin 

John Oodman 

Ijewis Hays 

William Moore 

William Cannon 

Samuel McClure 

Henry Fielding 

Patrick Kennedy 

John Walker 

Benjamin Fogg 

William Foye 

Otis Little 

Hugh Vans 

Lewis Ftignet , 

Joseph Antrims 

Benjamin fireen, Eaq . . 

H. J. O'Brien 

Bartholomew Knceland 

Joseph Fairbanks 

James Fillis 

John Rous 

Joseph Rous 

John Greens word 

William Fury 

Debtors in Gaol 

Criminals , 

William Falkncr , 



Is 
Si 



4 
3 
4 

.3 
2 
2 


1 
2 
4 

17 
3 

19 
8 
1 



^i^ 
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Or^^ 


OB^ 


a o 


^U 


II 


a o 


SI 
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] 
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I 






2 
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1 
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1 
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i 
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I 
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4 










2 






1 


1 




1 


2 
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I 
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i 




1 
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1 


1 


1 




1 


2 




1 


T 


i 




2 




I 


4 






2 


1 


1 


.. i . . 


1 




1 






2 




1 


2 


3 


1 


2 
1 


I 


2 


1 








1 




4 


1 


2 


2 


1 




4 






1 


> 


1 








1 










3 
3 

3 
2 
5 
8 
3 
2 

5 
5 
2 
5 
3 
5 
T) 
5 
6 
8 
4 
5 
5 
9 
7 
3 

10 
2 

7 

21 


19 
8 
I 
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On Several Islands and Hakbors, Employed in Fishery. 



Hbads or Familiks. 


5^ 


h 


11 


1! 
II 


On Cornwali.is Island : 

Capt. Joseph House 


4 

7 
5 
IG 








** Manger 








»* Cook 








Bradshaw 


1 














32 

10 
6 
3 


1 

2 






At Kktch Harbor : 

Jolin Grace 


1 




Capt. (iill 




Hrown 


2 


1 








At Sambro Island : 

('apt. Mattersoii 


19 

21 
1 


4 

1 

1 


2 




Thomas YoungstoQ 


1 


1 






At St. Margaret's Bay : 

Bcujainin Frog 


22 

10 

13 

1 

5 


2 

1 


1 
2 


1 


James Foni 




Adam Clown 


1 




1 


Allen 














29 


2 


2 


1 



Laborer.s Employed in His Majesty's Works on George's Island. 



Heads ok Families. 


« 


1^ 
a* 
ll 


1^ 


|S 


1 


Kichard Reeve 


n 


1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 




3 


Thomas Leak 


3 


Patrick Hamilton 


2 


Cornelius Larigan 






2 


Laborers 






11 
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At the Block House and thk Isthmus. 



HsAse or Familues. 



it 



1^ 

ll 






ll 



& 



Adam Schafner 

Jaoob Soloer 

Johannes Frederick .... 

Peter Moeeer 

Richard Voleker 

Adoiph Henokel 

Philip Krepof 

Caj^)er Metsner 

JohanniLi Hoars 

Henrick Hiltz 

Hennck Merts 

Johanna M. Gtrtler. . . . 

Marsaretta Hoars 

Philip Spounagel 

Michael Weethoefer ... 

Wilhekn WenseU 

Johannes Forrokner . . . 

Ferdinand Shultz 

Christian Schmidt 

Johannus Schnok 

Christopher Sohafner . . 

Loreuts Conrat 

Jacob Braode 

Philip Winter 

Johannns Knaut 

Wenel Wnst 

George Evalt 

Adam Lehnhart , 

Conrad Graff 

Jaoob Beraer 

Philip Sigler 

Frederick Heison 

Henrick Lehn. . 

Johannas Barget 

Andrew Walter 

Henrick Minok 

Wilhelm Knyeller 

AdamFileoh , 

Andrew Saner 

Eva Qibhart 

Peter Kranner 

Jaoob Seely 

Adam Boettinger 

Caspar Ditrich 

Chmtian OothaH 

Johannes Schmid|f 

John Sebastian Nicolas 

Ditrich Klanter 

Litdoviff Feller 

Leonard Anton Freher • 



a 

3 
2 
2 
1 
6 
4 
6 
1 
4 
2 
3 
5 
4 
3 
5 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
8 
2 
2 
2 
4 
1 
5 
2 
2 
1 
5 
2 
4 
4 
6 
6 
2 
1 
7 
5 
5 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
I 
1 
3 
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At the Block HorsK and the Isthmus. — (Continued.) 



Heads ok Familiks. 






Ijaurenz Lahii 

Audi^eas Velocker 
Lnilovig Sohiioer . 
Philip Hirchiiian . 

Anna Luse 

Ofispor Qenok 

Philip Rotehauser 

CV)nnul Tcele 

Michael Mcrokcl . 

(ioorge (IraDt 

Partel Hoarse . . . . 
Alon Oitcrtay 









2 



ii 



£3 



1914 
1122 



906 families. 
1914 males over 16. 
1 122 females over 16. 

684 boys under 16. 

60S girls iiniler 16. 



& 





1 
1 


^1 






If 


12 
1 


Within the Pickets of Halifax 

Within the North Subarba 


468 

169 

151 

63 

65 
906 


846 

317 

429 

81 

168 
73 

1914 


622 

205 

169 

47 

13 
66 


279 

105 

115 

29 

18 
38 


285 

138 

lO) 

.38 

3 
39 


2032 
765 


Within the South Suburbs 


818 


W^ithin the Town of Dartmouth 

On sovei-al Islands and Harbors em-\ 

ployed in Fishery, etc. j 
On t)ie Isthmus and the Peninsula) 

of Halifax. j 


195 
202 

216 




1122 


584 


608 


4248 



792 excess of males over females (over 16). 

The foregoing is copied from a book in the Crown Land Office, 
liaving been in the Sun^eyor Generars office, apparently, since 17th 
May, 1779, as the blank leaves contain memoranda of different 
warrants of survey from that date to June, 1781, Copied 4th 
December, 1862, 
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G. 
From the OenUemen*8 Magazine^ Vol. 20^ 271. 

Haufax, Nova Scotia, December 7, 1749. 

Dear Sir, — ^I have at various times given you the last account I 
waa able of the ataio of affairs in thb Colony. The summer was 
beautiful beyond description and even the conception of those who 
are always confined within the liquid walls of Britain. As to the 
winter, which you know I always dreaded, I do assure you I have 
felt severer weather in England. The people acquainted with this 
climate say that it began this year sooner than was ever known 
in the memory of man, and assure me likewise that it will not be 
more severe than it has been already ; if so, there is no danger to 
be apprehended from it. Hiis you will readily grant when I tell 
you, notwithstanding the tenderness of my constitution, to which 
you are no stranger, that I have not added a single thing, not so 
much as a great coat, to my dress since I have been in this 
Province. When I look back upon the 2lBt June, the day of our 
arrival, I am astonished to see the progress made ; there are already 
about 400 habitable houses within the fortifications and not less than 
200 without. So surprising is the growth of this colony, so great the 
happiness of being ruled by one who has no other interest at heart 
but that of making thousands happy. 

From my soul I wish that all other governora would copy such 
an amiable example of imitation ; he docs not, like most others 
gripe and squeeze to accumulate a fortuQ^; on the contrary, he 
derives no profit to himself from anything, but, with the most 
unexampled generosity, gives all places and commissions gratis to 
the most deserving, nor suffers his oflOcers to take any fees at 
present. You know what an English rabble is (and the greatest 
part of this colony was such.) You know they are generally 
tumultuous, refractory, full of discontent and murmuring, capricious 
in demanding favors, not long satisfied with present concessions, 
and not seldom abusing them by restless importunity for more. 
Such generally is the rabble of mankind, and such were many of 
the settlers of this province, but by his prudent management and 
proper generosity, by his condescension, candor and affability, the 
Grovemor has charmed the tiger's fury and turned a sad tumultuous 
rabble into a tractable and quiet people. They now work with ten 
times the alacrity they did at first, are patient under disappoint- 
ments, and when they meet with a repulse, they conclude their 
petitions to have been unreasonable, from a firm persuasion that 
His Excellency has their true interest at heart: they cannot ask 
with reason, but what he grants with pleasure. 

Yours, etc., etc.. 
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H. 
Copy op Mikutrs op Council op 12ni Juke, 1752, Reoardino 

TUE ErBCTIOK op A LlOHT HOUSB AT SaMBKO. 

At a Coancil holden at the GU>vr8. Hoase at Halifax, Fryday, 
June 12th, 1752.» 

FkESEKT — His Excellency the GU>vr. 

Benj. Green, Wm. Steele ) p. _ 

John Collier, Geo. Fotheiingham, j "^"* 

Resolved, That, Whereas a Light house at the Entrance of the 
Harbor of Halifax, would be greatly beneficial to the Trade, Navi- 
gation, and Fishery of this Colony, and might be the means of 
preserving the Lives and properties of many of his Majesty's 
Subjects, and whereas altho' many persons might willingly con- 
tribute towards so good a Work without any Expectation of a 
Reimbursement, yet probably many may more readily be concerned 
therein, when attended with any hopes of promoting their own 
Interest at the same time. 

A Lottery, according to the following Scheme, be set on foot for 
raising a sum of £450 towards building a Lighthouse at or near 
Cape Sambrough, (whereby, besides the advantages before men- 
tioned,) a considerable number of Settlers will be usefully employed 
for some time, and a great & lasting Benefit to the province be 
gained, by a voluntary Tax upon those persons (amongst others) 
who at present contributed nothing towards the Expence of the 
Government whose protection & favour they enjoy. 

Scheme of a Lottery for Raising £450 towards building a Light- 
house at or near Cape Samborough : — 

The number of Tickets to be 1000 at £3 each, £3000. 

The number of Benefit Tickets to be 200, vizt. : 

1 Prize of £500 £500 

1 Ditto of 300 300 

2 Ditto of 100 each 200 

5 Ditto of 50 each 250 

10 Ditto of 30 each 300 

40 Ditto of 10 each 400 

140 Ditto of 7 each . 980 

1 The first drawn 70 



200 prizes. £3000 

* At aprevioiiA meottng of the CoiUMsil held on the Srd of Febnury. a pobllo feiiy 
was ostabOahed between Halifax and Dartmonth, and John Connor of the lauer place 
appointed femrman, with the exoloaive privilege for 8 years to keep boatu eonstaatlj 
psning and repassing, between Sunrise and Sunset, e^ ^ ^ ._ .. 
Sunday} when the boats should pass only twice— the 
hours, for each Passenger, and a rsasonable price Co 
ba^gafe, etc., carried in the hand, which passed free. 



passing and repassing, between Sunrise and Sunset, every day in the week, except on 
Sunday} when the boats should pass only twice— the ferriage to be Sd., and 6d. after 
hours, for each Passenger, and a reasonable price Co be paid for goods, other than 
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Fifteen per cent, to be deducted from the fortunate Tickets, and 
the remainder to be paid, without any other Deduction, to 3'C 
l)088es8or8 of the sd. Tickets, as soon as the drawing shall be over — 
To be drawn publickly in tlie Town House, at Halifax under the 
Direction of managers to l>e appointed by his Excelly. the Govr. as 
soon as all the Tickets shall be disposed of, and in case the said 
TickcU shall not \\c all disposed of, before ye 31st Augt. next, the 
money reed, for any sold to be repaid to the possessors thereof on 
Demand. 

ED: COUNWALLIS. 



1. 

Governor Corn wall is* to Duke of Bedford. 
(copy.) 

CiiKnccTO, 22nd June, 1749. 
My Lord Dpke, — 

I arrived here yesterday, — this morning a Sloop arrived from Mr. 
Hopson, which I am obliged to send to Boston in case any ship 
should be going tlicnce to England. I would not neglect an oppor- 
tunity of writing to your Grace. I met the *' Fair Lady" storeship 
at sea the eleventh, after we had l)een from England four weeks, 
who told me the Transports arrived at Spithead the day before he 
sailed, and were to sail in three days after him, we were then off 
the island of Sable, and except the first eight days had met with 
contrary winds all the passage, l)esides we iiad steered our course 
for Cape Race but was forced off the banks by a gale of wind from 
the North West so that 1 had reason to think the Transports might 
be soon at Chebucto — we had nobody on board that knew anything 
of the coasts nor of the Bay of Funday, so were to cruize off the 
coasts till we met with a pilot, we made the Coast of Acadie the 
14th, but met with no pilot till the 20th, when we met with a sloop 
from Boston to Tjouisburgh with two pilots on board, for the use of 
the Governor, — the wind not serving for the Bay of Funday, and the 
oflicers assuring me in case of foggy weather (not unusual upon those 
coasts) we might l>e a fortnight getting to Annapolis. The wind was 
fair for Cliebucto, so I tliought it advisable to go in there rather 
than risk the l>eing some weeks, perhaps, after the settlers arrived. 

'The Honorable Edward (V)rnwaUis was fifth son of Charles, third Baron Com- 
waUis, by Lady Oharlotto llutlur. dtiuKht^r of Richard, Earl of Arran, and unci© to the 
celchrate<l Diiko of Orniondo. Ho vvuk born 22nd February, 1712-13. Ho waw Member 
of Psirliament for the boroinch of Eye in 1719, and in 17r>3, shortly after his return from 
Halifax, he was elected for U»c city of Westminrttor. Ho married, the same year, a 
daughter of the late Linl Townshon t. but loft no famUy. In I7.W ho was made a Miyjor 
Oencrjil, and wa.s aftorwardH Governor of GlbnUtar. Ooneral CornwallLs wa«» twin 
brother of Dr, Froderick Comwallis. afterwards Archbishop of Oimtcrbury. and iinric 
of the Jx)rd CornwalliH who defeated Gonoral Gat08 at Camden, South Carolina, 
in 1780. and afterwardM Hurrendcrod at Yorktowu, to tho Itcvolutionary General 
iilncolu. -CoUin»' and IMlfreWa Ptcraats. 
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I could Have the gnrrittoii of Loiiisburj^li tlie bad and lonu; navigation 
to Annai>oli8, so 1 Bcnt to Governor IIopsou tluit I was going for 
Chebucto an<l desired liini to transport the garrison thither, imagin- 
ing he liad transports ready ; by jjis sloop that eame in this ihiy I 
find him in great i>erplexity, (lie Freneli arrived, and lie no trans- 
ports. — ^The Conncil of War it seems were of opinion that the 
oi-dei*s from the Se<*retary at War did not empower him to hire 
transports, but to wait my arrival and that 1 was to send the 
trans[K>rt8 that brought the settlers Jiere. As I cannot know wiien 
the transports will arrive, in what condition, nor how many I can 
spare, I think it absolutely necessary for the service to send the 
sloop to Hoston with onlers to Apthorp and Hancock, who Mr. 
Hopson has reconnniMided a.s the persons who have lieen always 
employed <»n the part of the (iovornment, to hire vessels with all 
expedition for the trans\)ortation of these troops from Jiouisburgh 
to Chcbuclo. I send a letter by the sauje sloop to Colonel 
iMascarene in ease he should meet at sea any vessel going to 
Annapolis. I likewise sen<l a Frenchman that knows the country 
over land, by >finas to Annapolis. I have ordered Colonel INlasca- 
rene to come here with a (juorum of the Council as soon as possible 
that I n)ay open my counnission, take the oaths and api)oint 
another Council, according to His Majesty's instructions. 

I can give Your (irace little information as yet as to this country 
— the coasts are as rich as ever they have l)een represented. We 
caught (isli every day since we came within fifty leagues of the 
coast, the harbor itself is full of llsh of til kinds; all the olllcers 
agree the harbor is the linest they have ever se(»n — the country is 
one continual wimxI, no clear spot to be seen or hcjird of. 1 have 
l)een ashore in several i)laees — the underwood is only young trees 
so that with diHicnUy one might walk through any of them; 
D'Anville's fleet iiave only cut wooil for present use, but cleared no 
gi-ound, they encamped their men upon the beach. I have seen but 
few brooks nor have as yet found the navigable river that has been 
talked of— there ai-e a few French families on each side of the bay 
about .') leagues ott; some have been on board. As to the 
disposition of the French or Indians 1 can give Your Grace no 
account till 1 see Colonel IVrascarene, when 1 shall write more fully 
and continue from time to time to acquaint Your (fracc of our 
proceedings. I wish the French may not be uneasy at waiting so 
long on board for the evacuation of lx)uisburgh as it may Ixj some 
time before Mr. Hopson will get traiisi)Oi*ts — it will, 1 fear, retard 
the settlement. 

1 am &c., 

ICD. COKNWALLIS. 

P. S. — 1 exi>ect the transports daily. 
His Grace the Duke of Bedford. 
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(From the Duplicate.) 
We came to anchor iu Merliguielie Bay, wbere T was told there 
was a French settlement. I sent ashore to see the houses and 
manner of living of the inhahitauts — there arc but a few families 
with tolerable wo<Klcn houses covered witii bark, a «>:ood many cattle 
and clear ground more than serves themselves — they seem to be 
very peaceable, say tlicy always looked upon themselves as English 
subjects, have their grants from Colonel Mascarcue, the Governor 
of Anna|>olis, and sliowed an unfeigned joy to hear of the new 
settlement. They assure us the Indians are <iuite jicaceable and 
not at all to l)e feared — there are none hereabouts. 

I have, &c., 

Kl). COUNWALLIS. 
(From the Duplicate.) 
This Frenchnmn will l»c there in three or four days — 'tis .25 
leagues from hence to Minas, and the French have made a path for 
driving their cattle over here. 



Governor Cornwall is to Dulc of Bedford.* 

CiiKurcTo, Jri.Y 23rd, 1749. 
My Loud, — 

My last to Your Grace was of June 22nd, a duplicate of which is 
enclosed, — tlie 27th, the transports api>earcd off the harbor and in 
a few days most of them got in. As their passage had l>een 
extremely good and none of them had in the least suffered, I found 
they would be ready to sail the moment the settlers should ha put 
ashore. 1 despatched a sloop to Boston to countermand the order 
I had given, and sent to Mr. Ilopson to let him know I wouUl send 
in a few days transports to bring away his garrison. jMr. Hoi)son 
had wrote me that he had agreed with Dcsherbier, the French 
Commissary, to make use of the French transports upon condition 
that in case the English ships should arrive before they wei-e all on 
board he should be at liberty to disembark them. I sent him one 
the Ist of July and four more, the largest of the fleet, the 5th. 1 
own I was much disappointed in finding Mr. Hopson unprovided 
with transports as I never had the least intimation that he was to 
wait for the ships that should bring the settlers. J have an account 
from Boston of July 3rd tlmt my second order got there soon 
enough to prevent all but one from sailing, but as they were all 
hired this will cause some expense ; they write me it will not Ik; 
much. 

* John KusscU, 4th Diiko of Hctlford. wa« appointed Secretary of State in 1747-8 and 
resiirnod the office in 1731. Ho was uftorwards Minister Pionipotcnliary to Franco. 
He died in 1771.— Co/{<7itf' Peerage, 
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July <S, I rotoived from iNfr. llopson c^opics of leltors from 
(lovernor Shirley :uk1 Colonel Mascnrone j;ivin<i[ an account of tlio 
French liaYmi:>; i)Cj:5nn a settlement and a fort at the mouth of the 
St, John's Uiver. As my instructions tlireet me to |)revent all such 
encioachments, ami particularly mention that River as of the 
greatest oonse<iuen<"e, I next day sent Capt. Rons of the Albany 
with a snndl sloop to attend him with orders to the eommandin*; 
ollicers at Annapolis to furnish him with troops if demanded. 
C\»pies of my letter to Ca[)t. Rous and one to the connnauder of 
St. John's, I send Your Grace enclosed. 1 hope what 1 have done 
in this affair will jneet with Your (Irace's ai)probation. Jul}' 12th 
I heard from (^tovernor Shirley, that he had sent the Hoston to 
Anna|iolis to receive njy instructions about the affair of St. John's. 
I scut Capt. Pearse the same ilirections I hai' *^iven to Capt. Rous, 
and a copy of the declaration assertinti; His iMajesty's rii^hts. As 
to Tort Mouton which is mentioned in these letters, I believe it was 
a mistake occasioned by the French having put in there in their 
way to St. John's. 

r shall now hiy before Your Grace onr proceedings at Chebncto. 

Colonel iMascarene arrived here on the 12th with live of the 

Council ; next day I opened to them His Majesty's commission, and 

took the oaths ; the day following I nominated the members of a 

new Council : 

Colonel Mascarcne.* Mr. Benj. Green. 

Capt. How. Mr. Salisbury. 

Cai>t. Gorham. Mr. Davidson. 

1 have added since, Mr. Steel. 

As, perhaps, no copies were taken of the plans sent me of the 
harbor, I send along with this a copy of Durers plan. Yonr Grace 
will see that the place 1 have lixcd for the town is on the west side 
of the harl)or — 'tis upon the side of a hill which commands the 
whole peninsula and shelters the town from the north-west winds. 
From the shore to the top of the hill is about half a mile, the ascent 
very gentle, the soil is good, there is convenient landing for boats 
all along the l)oach and good anchorage within gunshot of the shore 
for the largest ships. In Durel's plan the two points that make 
the entrance to Bedford Hay arc marked as the places proper to 
fortify, which is likewise taken notice of by Mr. Knowlcs. Their 
view must then have been to have the settlement within that bay. 
This would have been subject to great inconveniences. In the first 
place, it would l)c too far up for the fishermen, it being aliont five 
leagues from the tmtrancc of the harbor to these points, and the 

^ Col. Mastainine was the Ijicul, (Governor of Annapolis: CupU. How and Clorham 
weiHJ two of hLs connoUloi*s. Mr. Oroon witsKocroUiry to Uovcrnor Ilopsoa uL LouLii- 
biuic. Mossi-H. Snlisbury and DavidNun cainc oul. with IJovcrnor ContwalliH. Mr. 
Steel, after vvaitls iuUled lo I ho Council, was one of tho ttcltlers from Eugland. 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 Nova Scot fa Ilhtorlcal Society. 

bcacli all along as ]>ropcr for curing their fish as can possibly l)c 
innigined, so tluit no llshernnin would ever have thought of going 
within these forts — indeed no ships won hi choose to go so far, as no 
finer harbor can be than that of C-helwicto, whicli reaches from these 
points to Sandwich River,* so that notwithstanding of any fort45 
upon these i>oints an enemy's fleet might lie secure and indeed block 
up all ah\\m within the bay. The proper places to fortify for the 
defence of the harl>or seem to be Sandwich Point and the bank 
o[)positc to it. George's Island lies likewise very convenient for a 
battery to defend both the harbor and the town. It contains alx>ut 
ten or twelve acres. It was thei-e 1 landed the settlei-s from on 
board the ships sent to Louisbourg — I have now a guard there and 
stores, and propose to build a magazine upon it for powder. 

As there was not one yard of clear ground, ^'our Grace will 
imagine our diHlculty and what work we have to do. However, 
they have already cleareil above 12 acres and I hope to Ijegin my 
own house in two days ; I have a small frame and i>lanks ready. 

The Indians are hitherto very peaceable, many of them have been 
here with some Chiefs; I made them small presents, told them I 
had instructions from His Majesty to offer them friendship and all 
protection and likewise presents which I should deliver :i8 soonas 
they should assemble their trilx»s and return witii [)owers to enter 
into treaty and exchange their French commissions for others in 
His Majesty's name. 

Three of the French l>eputies have been here to know what is to 
be their condition for the future; I gave them copies of His 
Majesty's Declaration and copies of the Oath of Allegiance which I 
told them they must take without any condition or reservation, but 
in the same manner as His Majesty's English subjects; — they 
pretend tlieir only difliculty is from fear of the Indians in case of a 
French war. I have ordered all the Deputies to coujc here and 
expect them in a few days. I think 'tis nec^ssai-y to show them 
that 'tis in our power to master them or to protect them, and there- 
fore I design to send as soon as possible two companies to Minas 
with orders to build a barrack and stay there the winter. I shall 
also send an armed sloop into the Bay of Alinas to prevent all 
correspondence with the Frencli by sea ; another company I shall 
send to the head of the bay where the road to Minas begins. I 
propose, likewise, a blockhouse half way for the conveniency of 
travellers, and then to employ all the men I can get together, 
soldiers and inliabitants, to clear the i*oad from hence to Minas ; 'tis 
about 30 miles in a direct line — whether this can be executed before 
winter I cannot say. Had the garrison of Louisboui^ been arriveil, 

* North-wort Arm. 
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they wonld have been of iutinite advantage ; at present I have only 
one company of Hopson's, one of Warbnrton'a and 60 of (Jrorham's 
Rangers.* 

A list of the civil officers I shall be able to send Your Grace by 
the next ships that sail, with an account of what farther progress 
we shall have made. 

I am, &c., 

KD. CORNWALUS. 
To His Grace the Duke of Bedford. 



J. 

Na.mi>::j of tiik Mkmiikks op thk Si:n Fuck Company of Halifax 

IN THK A'kak 1819. 



John W. Pyke. 
John Ti-emain. 
Michael Tobiu. 
Stephen W. DoBlois. 
Charles Hill. 
John Owen. 
Richard Tremain. 
Henry Taylor. 
J. K. Butler. 
David Shaw Clarke. 
James Grant. 
James Kcrby. 
AVIlliam Bowie. 
Alexander Creighton. 
John Jjetson. 
Alexander Fiddis. 
William Lawson. 
Adam DeChezeau, Jr. 
Andrew Smith. 
John Liddell. 
Joseph Dolby. 
William Mil ward, Jr. 
Azor Stephens. 
Joseph Marchington. 
Lawrence Hartshome, Jr. 



Robert Lyons, Jr. 
John Howe, Jr. 
James T. Alport. 
Henry Austin. 
John Carroll. 
Joseph Allison. 
Lewis E. Piers. 
W. Bremner. 
Samuel Story. 
George N. Russell. 
James Russell. 
K. J. Hopson. 
Sanuiel Cuuard. 
Knos Collins. 
James Cogswell. 
John Dupuy. 
T^wis DeMolitor. 
Temple F. Piers. 
Edward Alpoi-t. 
John Salter. 
John Moody. 
George Mitchell. 
S. Mon'is. 
John Ferguson. 
W. N. Silver. 



'Those Rangers oamc from Annapalin; thoy had hoen enlisted In Now England 
•nd were chicfty compoeed o( Indian^ of liitlf blood. 
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James Haiii. Miles W. AVhitc. 

AVilliain K. Reynolds. A, McDonald. 

Cliarles Hoggs. II. Ford. 
I). McColl. 

AnsK.NT MKMnKUS. 

p. Sennci-ats, I^ondon. .lolni Telford, Scotland. 

ISIark Ktter, Trinidad. (I. W. Anderson, Glasgow. 

James Harlow, London. James Walker, Chester. 

MKMi;i:n.s I^atklv Dk^kaski). 

John Henry. Samnel T. IVeseott. 

Thomas Leo DeAVolf. Wink went h Allen. 

James Hell. John linchan. 

Kohert I^j'on. Th<mias Anstin, Jr. 
Peter Hain. 



K. 

From the O (^ title in on' n Mwjazmi^ Vol, "20^ IToO, (June,) 

The Town of Halifax is entirely bnilt according to the plan given 
in our last February number, and nuvny additional buildings aic 
carrying on. The barracks for the soldiers are completed and the 
fort at the mouth of the harbor will soon l>e in a good posture of 
defence. 

The story in the papers of tht Indians burning a town of 200 
houses is without foundation. 

Major Lawrence, of AVarburton's Kegiment at Nova Scotia, 
appointed Lieut. -Col. of ( Jovernor (/ornwallis' Regiment and Lieut, 
(fovernor of Annapolis Royal. (Jnly nunil)er of the Magazine, 
17f>0.) 

August, 17r>0. Halifax, Nova Scotia. — The fishery here is 
extremely good, one company only having 1 iOO or 1500 quintals of 
good dry lisli ready to ship for a foreign market, ami others also 
have iKjen very successfid. Mr. Hrown, gardener to Governor 
Cornwallis, with his son ami four others, going out two or three 
miles from the town, were beset by the Indians, who killed him and 
his son ; the latter the}' buried, but the other body w.is found on the 
ground scalped, and brought liithcr and buried ; the four othei-s, it 
is feared, are killed or carried off. The Indians have also attacked 
and scalped seven men that were at work on the other side of the 
harlK>r, Parties are gone out to repel them. 
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Rktikn of tiik l.ST CoMrAXY OK Halifax Voluntkeu AirriLLEUY, 

Undku tiik Commaxi) ok CAin-Aix Richard Tuemain, 6tu 

Jrr.Y, 1812. 



. i^orsytli, s 
3. Fenorty, [ 
I Rogers, J 



Sert'oants. 



CorplB. 



Peter Robb, Sergt. Major. 

John lirown, | 

AVm. Forsyth, 

Thos. 

Jolin 

Cluules Duiibrack, 

Thomas Nelson, 

♦lohii I). Soott, 

WillirtiTi Rudolf, 

David Muirhcad, ") 

William Story, Jr., v liomh'rs. 

Martin Piazza, ) 

.loiin Tromain. 

Fre<leriek Major. 

William (Jorliam. 

.lames Me Allen. 

»Iolin Miller. 

William Uond. 

John Peeples. 

William O'lirien. 

Alexander Smith. 

Oeorge Morin. 

Francis Story. 

(ieorge Noek. 

Sanuiel f^^'diard. 

Kenjamin Marshall. 

lUmjamin Kingston. 

Peter Hay. 

Frederick Kringle. 

John Henry. 

William Smith. 

Martin Gay Black. 

Leslie Moffatt. 

John Phillips. 

Fre<leriek Ruuvell. 

Francis Muncey. 

Rolvert Grinton. 

George ()*Hrien. 

Morgan Doyle. 

Daniel Fraser. 



Alexftuder May. 
Thomas Gentles. 
JoJin Peudergrass. 
AVilliam Stairs, 
John N. Ford. 
Nichohis Wright. 
Samuel Rlack. 
Azor Stevens. 
Henry Monson, 
Dennis Connor. 
Paul Ccrinanatti. 
Henry Wright. 
Abncr Stowell. 
William Schwartz. 
Peter McNab. 
Thomas Muirhead. 
Alexander Fiddis. 
Herven Cameron. 
Thomas Simmons. 
AVilliam H. Barry. 
John Hussey. 
Thomas Richey, 
John McPlierson. 
Fred'k John Knight. 
John Cobb. 
Thomas Smith, Jr. 
Daniel Ferguson. 
Charles W.^ Hill. 
William MniTay. 
Thomas Beamish. 
Nicholas Vass. 
Alexander Clarke. 
Joseph Lordley. 
Henry Boyer. 
.fohn Bonnell. 
Henry Warner. 
David Hutton. 
Ralph Turnbull. 
Donald Fraser. 
James Wilson. 
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John Forrest. 




James Cogswell. 


John F. Salter. 




John Buchan. 


John FUliB. 




Wyn<lham Mailden. 


Uichai-d Scott. 




James Leishman. 


William Strachan, Jr. 




Hugh Gall. 


John Simpson. 




Alexander Smith. 


Robert Fraaer. 




Joshua Lee. 


Robert Field 


. 


Halifax, July 6th, 1812. 






Sgil. 


RICHARD TRKMAIN, 






Cai^. H. V. A 
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